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Sept. 80, 1912 | Arms trafficin Shiraz, Coneura in adesira- 


Oct, 


| Dility of pressing Pasian Government. 


| Bx-Shab, ‘Tabriz telegraphs that Ulema and 
merchants of Zeujan are petitioning for 
retura of. No fmoportance to be attached 
(eee No. 148) E rar 


| 

Financial Advisory Hoard for Persia, Refers 
to Part XNX1, No, 689. Proposal has 
tot been lost sight of. 

| 


Persian 
No, 


Me thinks Saad 
trial as Prine Minister frst. Difficulty 
‘of imposing bin as Regent (see Nos. 5, 13, 
COM ieee ibs OS is 


Persian Roget 
Miniter 
v5 
Piste change of Government, with Sade 
Mihowltts Pra Misiaor (an Nos 2) 


Kermanshah. Refers to Part XXX1, No. 546, 
Keriuaushah repartaarmy ‘returued 
Tat October. Bastisleft consulate Sl Ucto- 
ber (see No. 191) ve os 


1 Regent. Persian Minister says he 
Ties heard that th two Governns 


‘raos-Perian Railways Mis Majsty’s Cox 
agree wit Rossan Government 


chran, wabject to conditions. already 
ulated. i 


ritish railways in Persia. osslan Govern 
ot oppose» Mobammeral 
nad Tine. Further: railway cot 
ons in neutral zotie. His Majesty's 
Government prepared to keop Russian Go- 
ernment informed of railway proje 
British sph es 


‘uco-rin ton, Nay Go 
‘ertiient al asia agreed a 
iat 


Tnstalmenta of j 
vatices, ‘Transinits Part XXX! 
joes to approve sekeme proposed by 
Mr. Wood (#00 Nos. 39 and 92) 


| Mesopotamian ¢ 
il Part XXX 

Finquires whetlier India (fice will join 

in inter-epartuental eonfereuce 











To Admiralty 


Lieutenant - Colonel 
ir B, Wox 


‘To Sir W. Townley... 


‘To Sir G. Bachaoan,.. 


ir W. Townley. 
Mr Marling 


Sir W. Townley | S45 Tel, 


Sir G, Buchanan 


‘To Earl Granville... 


"To India Oi 


Sir W. Townley. 


40 Te, 


‘To Sir W. Townley 











Mesopot ‘illfelds, Refers to. Part 
XXMT, No, 545, Informs of Part XXX, 
No. Sten, and concurs in proposal for 
intersdepartinental couference (seo No. 12) 


Financial administration of Southern Persia, 
“Transits copy of despatch addressed 19 
‘Tehran respecting claim of customs to cole 
lect. revettues ax agents of (reasur 
general, financing of governor of Gulf 

ts, xl genoral fhuanelal questions (see 
Nos. 165, 967, 808, and 433). 


Digateh of Ruslan trops to Tehran, Be- 
fey to) Noo gt ot Kai 
Calle how ge step nto be 
diprocated (08 NO 38) ve 


Persian Rogents Refer to Ni 
tue wet a Mn 
pared o press for 
Et-Dowicl as Prine Minion, To depres 
ate dispatch of Rian troop to Medea 
(Gee Nos 20, 2 88, 98, and 103) vy 


‘Troops at Ispalian, Left sth October 


‘Turks in Persian Kurdistan, Hae spoken to 
‘Minister for Foreign Affairs as ditctod in 
Part XXXI, No. 382, His Excellency does 
wt Ulva of eport It wl 

0 en 


Kermanshab, 
‘Government have now's of defeat of Sa 
6d-Dovel' forces. Yar Mohained Klin 
Killed (see Nos, 43.and 149) 4, 


Digpates of Russian troop to Tenn. R= 
flrao No, 10. Ila apn as iatrcted 
to Aeling Minister fur Pore Aula 
SR fas, Kae theo 
Yan no auc Talents se 


Discussions with M, Sazonof, 
chargé dafairos infor 
Dlitial agevoment was discussed 


ns trafic in Shiraz. Transinits, despatch 
‘Tehran, and enquires 


vernmeit, announcing 
draw detachinent (0 Shims (seo No, 50) +» 


Persian Prine Ministor, Refers to 
Prine Minister anxious to resign aud sug: 
ests Alaces-Sultaich ax his. auccesson, 
Has consented, however, to retain for tk 
resents Propo of Sandesh an 
Reyent las leaked out, wid atvuses opp 

h of Tussian troops to Telira, 

Minister in 

realises: step ean only Io 
taken in extreme circumstances (seu No, 56), 


‘Samiun's resignation facta 
appointinent of Sand-ed-Howleh ax Prine 
{Minister? (Gee No28) ys 
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Financial Advisory Board forPersia. Refers 
to Part XXXI, No, 539, Transmitsletter 
from Mr. Lynch making certain reser 
vations rae Amana 


Penian Prime Minister. Refers to. No. 26 
Samm ready to resign. Undesirable 
that he sbvald etarn to his own country 
at present (a0 N00) ss 


‘Trans-Persian Railway, Recommends immo- 
ate dispatch: to Persia of representatives 
of Socists i todes (eve No. 89) =] 


Mesbed. Meshed telegraphs (So. 85) 
Teton alin re tated by Meni 
oamisloner af Guat Ksbus "(ove 
ET ihe area eel 


Khor Moss. Refers to Part 
shire wires urging that decision should 
bo arrived at soon (sew No. 38). 


Persian Rogent. Tas asked for interview. 


Requests instructions (see No. 64) =.) 


Persian Crown jewels. Refersto Part XXX1, 
No. 413, To ascortain fot for 


Khor Mos, ‘Transmita telegram from 
Goverament of India concurring in course 
proposed hy Forvign Ofice ns 


Refers to No. 35, 
16 when Russian 

Minister similarly iustructed. In view of 

last parageaph of No 

on Saineain.0s-Saltaneh (soe No. 44) 


Dispatsh of Russias troopsto Khoi. Russian 
Minister says forvo of 2,500 men, with 
twelve suns, willbe sent, Object of mows 

(oo Nos 49 aisd 57). zl 


‘Tyans-Persian Railway. 7 
French group disinclined to send a repre: 


= To. engi vi 
French Goveratent (eo Nos 80 an 


Loan to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. $3. Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has told representatives of 
thes ge in Tals tt the two, Go. 
‘Yernments eannot give guarantee, and has| 
advised them to send experts out fo Pernia, 
He ‘agrees to proposal about Crows 
RAS Peas tees) OR Sy Es 
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Oct. 18, 1912 





Persian Regent. Minister for Foreign, 
‘Afoirs says Kajar Prince Moubassak-el- 
Dowloh has been. put forward at Tehran 
‘as candidate, and he is disposed to support 
him (seo Nos. 46 and 51). 


Claim for thefts from consignments of goods 
to troops at Shiraz, Mansmits note to 
Persian Government elainivg 8051 Tele= 
scale struction patio nee Governor 
General to deal with the question (seo 
Noy S08) (one daaese cea 


eh. Refers to No, 19. Sai 
road between Hamedan an 


Prine Minister and Medjliss, 
ty No. 86, Russian Minister ns 
structions, If Samsam roms 

‘office, will try to. persuade 

in Tehran during winter, Pe 

ment expect importaut meatingg 1th Octo 
ber will decide lines of election to Medjlise 
(oe No, 48) ah 4 


Persian Prine Minister, Refers to No. 44, 
‘Minister for Forwiga Alfars says iste 
tons have been vent ania 


Perian Regent. Reforn to Now di. ‘To 
furnish; observations on candidate pro- 
posed (860NO.B1) se ae ws 


Lighthouse depot on Abadan Island, ‘Tran 
i correspondence, and sugesta com 
lention of meiborandt 
Persian Oil Company, 
done, telegram, of which draft 
als, might tn sent to i 
Indi ooo Ne 


Accepts con £ Government o 
thateconcession should bo obtained, Pola 
tobo included iu concession, 


Reforn to Now 22 
1 Tnos suxgxosted 


Franc by getting 


te Hi 
troops at Klik Raters 0) No.9 
er for oralgn Atay saya os 
ave eoujied tires frat poutfones and 
{hat Rus romp ave acorn be 
Seat points whence Turki eal 
ould We tarued ee ns es 


Ate  Refors to No. 99. 

Sazowof urged dispatch to Persia of 
French representative of, Froneh group 
‘will probably send railway and financial 


Persian Rogent. Refers to Now, 41 and 40 
ian Repent 

ct, 

Goverument sro senting. aliatuay to 

Regent os = + . 


Shiraz, Mukhber arrived 16th Ootober 
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Lynch road concession. Subject to omission 
of ‘of motors (see Part XXXI, 
No. 657),tosuyport Lynch's application for | 30 
rian Regent. Refersto Treports 
Tnterview with. Reasons why Regent did | 
not visit Bugland. His disinelination to 

; cantinne in poster, He would. help to 
‘secure appointment of Saad-ed-Dovleh 


various loans and 
fo, 1. Concurs in | 

eh. Refers to No, 25, Ruse 

ister hears he is within 40 miles | 

Teliran, an has waried general at 
Kazvin to bo ready to march of the town 
(Gee Nos. 62 and 68) : 
Russian troops at Tabriz, Refers to No, $7. 
Tabriz rors (Taba tela No. 39) 
that Husslan troops have bequt to with 
rave. ‘Thesn not to be confused with 
troops mentioned in No. 37 (see No. 97). 


Rusian Minister for 
learns that assembly of 

will moot at Tehran to decide as 
sit sbould not 


‘laws (660 No 


Instalments of interest for 

‘advances, Melers to No, I, Coneurs 
propos seas = 

Arabistan. ‘Transmits copies of evclosares 

Tnva letter to Goverument of India, 

At Molapineral has informest sheikh of 

shat His. Maj st Tehran | 

has sald respec ‘Sheikh | 

Tasaceepted posi His 

Mapaty's Minister 


‘Turco-Porsian frontier. Minister for Foreign 
fiir hans caved to Cabinet that 
All place 
uct 1905 sho 
Russia will not oeeupy them 


Dispate of Russian troops to. 7 
Hefers fo No. 8, To express hope that 
tio troops Will be seut (ned Now 82) 


Porsian Regent. Is muvilling to retom to 
Tehrass 


Lighthouse depot on Atadaw Island, 
Majesty's Gow 
‘company to lease 
Tndia and to carry out works (see 
Noll). 


| 
eats th as exorbitant, | 
‘re to be witheaven within 
in months it wonld bo better to. accept 
(seo No. 83) - 5 








Sunzcr, 





W, Townley. 








Oct, 20, 1912 


Regent and Medjliss Refers to 
Commission has been discussing. 
mode of lding elections, Russian 
iter opposed to Medjiss, Saad-ed 
* Dowieh juvited to return by Prin Micis- 
ter. Mustaul 
Dest Regent (see S 


Suad-ed-Dowleh, fers to No. 66, Saad- 
‘d-Dowleli haw replied to telogram fiom 
Prime Minster in grateful. terms, and ane 
no is inteution of roturaing 10 
Persia soon (vee No. 88) 


Salar-olDowleh. Refers to No. 56. Tus, 
‘eon located at Soujboulak, Plans for his 
capture) sy a 


nelal export. to 
Acting 

iiaira saya French, 

{group are prepared to send M, Hizot 


Rorsian consul in Seistan, Refers to 
XT, No, 164. ‘Tranismity transla 
tor written by to 


Situation at and 
Part XXXI, No 528, No. improv 
in, Warring factions of Kash 
make situation in Fars: extee 
quieting... 5 


Sheikh of Mobmmerah and 
Kans, Rofers to Part XNXI, No, 74, 
Teams uch improved, No Inger any 
neal for propose meeting. — Suggested 
ora with regard to agrocment 
Xo. 800) be 


Monthly sanomary of. ranamlts for 


itary attaché, Meshed, ‘Trans 
rity Nos, 3,3, and 35 of 


Salar ed Dowel, 

Goeupation of Ki yy 

‘Molimied, and subsuiient reoecopation 
Farah Fara sss 


Jndarat Tabi Rofo to Part XSXT, 
So. ani death fon 
Majesty's active cons reporting os ite 
Chit aitunton ‘ot Sigabdaon account uf 
Sufvendlyatitude of es 
onsntsgeuert eae 


Gendarmerie. Transmnits summary of dose 
nents communicated by Colotel Ile 
narson respecting teorganisation of + 


Anglo-ersian Oil Gnmpany’s wella at Kase 
Shirin, Meters ty Patt NNN, Now 2 
ful 250, Transiite ‘copy of” despatch 
irom His Majesty's coun) at Keriane 
Sah giving’ paticulars roqulred ith 
Tuap (@00NC 271) ay ne 


| Persian Governments programme. Refers 
to or SEMI, Not Transits copy 

{. Only three points of special impor: 
tance, port Gnernation with Unters 
retary for Foreigu Affairs on subject, 





September ss ay eal 


wish Moni a | 
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[Oct 17, 1912 





Oilfetds in. Mesopot 
Tor evidence to be gi 
Coumission 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. His Bxcel-| 
Teney says troops will oly bo seot in the | 
very lant renort (se 


British troops at Sh 
|p peregraphece No. 65° 


| Persian Regent and Medjlies. Refers to) 
Has proposed Medjisa might 
wie fur six months Lence, Mean 


igthened (600 Nos. 105 and 


‘Turco-Persian frontier, Russian Ambassa- 
‘dor says Turkish, (oops have evacuated 
places they’ occupied, and Russian Gove 
meut have expressed satisfaction =. 


foley fs Near Bast bas inte oat to 

| RrussansAmataasader that, i conversa 
with M, Sazonof,r 

ssceptibllites referred to Pera 


Persian loan. ‘Transits copy of lotter to 
Haring Brothers weespitulating their posi= 
tion with to Persian. fiuance, 
Barings reply that thoy must reserve fall 
Iiherty of action sense 


seria No Mi 
ig Alien think 
shoal te aed Mio piven 
Cabinet reconstitute,” Stroggly agaist 
Dowel. Tle thnks Ain 
ou form Cabinet (eee Now 9 


Governor = General's plans for 
estoringe and maint ler (S00 
ASHES chook 5 


Sheikh of Mobamnmerah and Bakhtiari khan, 
This Majesty’s consul at Mokammeralt 
ports satisfactory arrangement of dilfer- 


May Minister for 
bbe furnished with copy’ of| 
sittings proviousto Treaty 

GooNo dB) ee 


pret 
Of Brzero 


Dispatch of Russian troops to Tehran, ‘Ty 
‘act as suggested in last qaragraph of 
No, 52. Desirable that concession for 


Persian. Regents ‘To suggest: Mustauf-ol- 
Manalek 10" Rosian Covernient (ce 
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Oct 21, 1912 





Motiammersh=Khorematad Rail 
‘quires present potion of neutintions Tt 
Sppeats unnecesary to awa 
UPeosin megoltonk for Tubra=U 
Tesilvay, Teter to, inn 
Haul of Persia (jee No, 189) nse 


Shiraz, Refers to Part XNN1, No.512 
‘Yernor-(ienera programme (see No. 107) 


Detachuest at Iapaian, Reached Shiraz 
iy somodiher ses 
an trong In North Persia efor to 
Neeb7.Tabreroporte dapatcho trope 
iO i whore pormanent qarers ave 
town tae Large eminent ag arte 
inde (0 SO) es 


Tuceo-Persian frontien Refers t0 Nov M1. 
No objection if Ituswian Ambassador 
Agrees esl as ad 


Persian Pino Minnter, Iefrn to No 48, 
“communicate Perna Misner” or 
Foreign Aff emarke-aout Banded 
Dove ant Alqedtoweh 40 usa 

Aa saat 
wont reo to sponta at 
he an 


Rossian Government 


fenute Regent that if chiang 
{in Rexenoy His Majesty's. Govt 
i endeavour to seer personal protecr 
on for hit (se No. 118) ys 


Jighthouwe depot on Abaian Island. Refers 
{to No, 44. Informs of No, G4, terms of 
which have been approved. "by MM 
Greenway. Concurs in draft telegram 
NoMa « : ig 


force, which will be brought up, 
to 21,000 (seo No, 170) “a 


Gondarmerie, Refers t No. 89. Colonel 
F consentel to yordarmerio proceesinys 

in eceipt of axsuraicns from 
chiefs. Colonel is replacing two oficers 
(evo No. 108) a 


Mobarnmorali-Kboromatid) Railway. Hay 
spoke i sense of Now 02, Minister for 
foreign Adairs hopes that dveision wil be 
reachitd very soon, ud says that concession 
Will bo iven at same tine as that for 
sTulfaabria live (oe Nov 140)... 


Persian Regents eters to Nos. 99 and 
10, Minister for Forelgn Affairs, does 
tk vonsider Mustaal Mama suitable, | 

does sty ae eed 10 remark 

Sead i Now. Ho wants Saad ap 
Pointed Prime Minister (oe No. 1) Ai 
Ei-Derwlls would thew do well as Btegent, 
‘Think elections might be fixed for six 
vont bee (eo Nom Sun 110) 


“Teron mie, san baad | 

| Tigges tha ties aero 

| feesting replies to notenof 48th July and | 
SE aM ee 
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Page 


[Attack on British troops. | Refers to No. 95. 
Gonsal may acquiesce in waiving capital 
punishment. Reed 


Additional Swedish officers, Refers to 
No.103, Noobjection =. ' 
Luristan. ‘Transmits despatch from Si 
Cox recomnmentling strengthening 
extension of British interests from Dieful 
porthwarls eee 


Persian Rogent, Prime Minister, and Medj- 

Refers to Nos. 84and 109. Could not | 
Ainced-Dovleh be ay 
Prime Minister, and 


cans and 
Ni 520, 
‘Approves 


Rowan roopsin Khoi 
tinue toned tong 


Hussian aM 


‘Tucco-Pervian frontier. ‘Pransmits copy of 
fwote from Porte to Persian Ambassador 
‘igeesing to prokingation for three mouths 
Of work of Rrontier Consision a 


Persian Regent, Has communicated No, 100 
to Rogent._ ilo wiahes to yo to London 
bat realises that present moment is not 

POU ves a 


Vice-cousul reports serious stato of 
Things. Mashallsh Nhu has seized. tow 
(tee No. = 


Youd, Refers to No. 116, Msballah Klan 
Werle Vere ss 
‘Tareo-Porsiay frontier. Refers 
wo oyporte Tor” press 
4 Mivister for Fore’ “4 
posed to accept Ress 
sc 6 atl 128, ad 


‘urkish Abassadorexpresse uneasiness at. 
Is therwany truth in report? (Sew No. 189) 


Wirvloss telegraphy. Tranamits copies of 
Cox to Governaent 
Of Todi respecting 


way survey, ‘Transmite telegram 
overtiment of ‘India proposing that 
(pert should accompany party 


Motommerat-Khoremabed Railway. Sox] 
ieeets appointment of vice ~ consul for 
{viata with sew tofaclitating survey 
for@eNoe) we | 





‘Tureo-Persian frontier. Refers 10 Now 97. 


Mister for Horvat teary thd 
Iter oops are bebe went (0 occupy | 
Geatated Soke (re NRE) se. el 


89 


70 
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Sir W. Towaley. 


Sir G, Lonther 
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Sir G, Buchanan 


In Bake 
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‘To Sir W, Townley. . 
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(Contidentia, 
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Now. 


| Lan to Persian Government 





17) y a 


Regent and Prime Minister. 

‘on Nos, 10 and 18. 

frontier. Refers to No. 118. 

“To ascertain if Ministor for Foreign Alfairs 
is satisfied. with step Sir G. Lowther 

structed to take. Be 


o 128, 
‘and een given? 


airs that best course is to accept a 
{uo of 1905 (So No. 182) 


ie, Has informed Mi 
reign Affars_ of Instructions in 
No. 118, Minister for. Foreign Affairs 
‘ny it fs neoossary we should show ‘Turk 
‘wo aro acting together. Notes should be 
ouchied in (rend terms, but should er= 
tainly bo nont in (Sop Nos 120 and 162). 


tor for 





corn ier to 18 
Margo. Porte to ace sggetios of | 
‘the two Governinenta: rat 00 008 Nos, 163 
i 188) ee | 


Refers to No, 124 

Minister for 
say ocotamary measures aro boing. tal 
(Gee No. 171) * ‘ 


Rosean troops for Urwin and Khoi, Tabet | 
epi 00) tronps ake nel 
fig into, Urnia, Garrisons at the two | 
neo eanuot bo Ho than 10,000 sa) 


‘TureoPersian frontier, Refers to No. 127.) 
No. vory.definito.assu Taye: boost 
riven, though Assim referred (0 verial | 
fessuraaices Of late Russian, Anubassidor. | 
Possibly Poste regant statement of M, 
Sazouof ak assurances... 4 


tor for Foreign, 
postion U0 ap 
Mo co-operate with 


Attack oi) Lioutenant Tullock. 
Vakbtiari road near Douporl 
‘taken to secure punish 
to Tspahan (eee Nos. 185, 137, and 


Reports on 
Stops 


Russia trvops jn Persia, Refers to Now 110 
fand 134, Hatoum reports Russians i 
toconcentrate whole araiy corps in Urmia 


Banks ela 
‘w be represented in connection with sue 
ofany fresh loan. *e 


Refers to 
1s to com 
‘Apnnoves 
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1 
Now. 4, 1912 


| Attack on Lieutenant Ballock. Refers. to 
| No.137. No further news, Probably’ 

jared. Drugs and neces 
‘aries dispateted with an escort | 


sd-Dovele 


Refers to No, 10, Op- 
poston fo ivy ger. Sep a 
a dscourage opposition. Lite chance 
of Aine Dowels ooaperating with Saad 
{coo Non 148 und 136) zl 
Southern roads, _No iaprovement can be 
expected wut fiancea ere on a beter 

iggentn surcharge of” 50. per 


na 
Bouh patton (ce Nov 16 
Shima Acting conal as submitted Goa 
programe drawn up by Gover 
enealy Steces of ‘ew. Governor 
Fs mirion depends on ancy (ee 
Nos, 158, 174, and 239) - y | 
“ian 
for Fooign AM of No. 180 => 
‘Trans = Ponian Ralleay, —Compos 
sion to. Petra rani 
Wier to Pers for. Forig 
Aiuesto to preted by lon a6 
sta lowing trai cna fort 
tment beni ean al Beh 
toupee Son 1 


to No. 12k 
; tin at scp es 
2, rosie that Nera ocsehies then 
ropoxed Persian answer (wee Nose 160, 
2tOvand 320) 

| Motawmeab-Rtovematad Railway, Retee 
J eiNe, Tonite: take econ ty sone 
| raotog of concent ‘witht terse 
| fits. Shy eat rn caecen | 
ho ne be granted sin! Toecualye( 
Nena 


Restoratio 


Name. 


Sensor, 





’rime Minister, ‘To inform Minister | 





to Tart NNXI, No, 5 
factors report fn 
‘consul at Ahwa, 
Captain 0 

of the sel 


Reaetiv 


His, Majesty's 
eting consul. Mr. Cowan doubts. the 
strength of moveuent in favour of exe 
Shalt (see Nos. 323, 978, ad 431) 


Refers to No. 4 
ia dnathe ols 
Teporing ow Yar” Aba 
Tibet and deaths 











Sir W. Townley 


Sir G, Buchana 


Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir G, Buchanan. | 


Consal-eneral Sith 


Sir G, Bochanan 


(1591) 


| ais te, 








1189 Tel, 


| 





Attack on conalat port Deco 121) 
fand troops at Shira Refers to No. 28) 
‘Transmits reply of Persian Government 
enumerating measures taken 0 oblan 
twparution, and giving assurances respect 
ing arrangements for troops, 


British post office at, Bushire. Objections) 
to appoint of Belgian yotal ol 
as director of posts for Bushire district, 
‘enssnitstelogam trom Si P. Cox (600 
Now. 200 and 210) | 


Dae ters in he 
mils loge fi 
eral at ont 
cent to th agent 


Persian Regent and Govertiment. Reports 
conversation with Minister for Foreign 
Afuirs, who, thinks Nastsul-Mulk shoul 
ontinso as Regents fring him, Ain-od 
Dowleh, Hy objects strongly to, Saad, 
Mostaufl-ul-Mamalek the most popular 
eames 


Salared-Dowlel. Reports on movements of 
Hin near approach to ‘Tohrai), and tho 
apathy of the Goveramont yy ve 


Witte tlapephy con 
Pan ka Ne ot 


hig Mae 
js Minister 
ows nothing of shor 


SuaiLed-onlc, Sulstanoeof No. 199 come 
Maureate to Minter for Forgas 
{il olleney aay present Hogent would 
ecco tudo at. Mh 
tow lal of ago tint appolstnt 
of new Regent might be disp z ed with 
(MeoNiNdayy ese ea te 

Mohatgoerat-Khoromabad Ray, Retors 
to NorTe, "Hen hy Hn coe 
ews taken precede 
Forelgn Affi aye Ia 
wal bo. gennted er 
Mafoay's Government 


be eunted 
ltsneously 


Advance to Persian Government, Refers to, 
No. 142, Propoves to advance for 
Goverior-Gencral by insta 
funds up. to 6,000. @ month. inform 
Minister for Foren Affairs (s00 No, 161) 


Diggateh of Russian troops to. Kare an 
ck fromtes, Consular” ofteer at 
Rostov eporta en 

‘Tureo-Porsian fronton, Reféen to No. 
Minister for Foreign Aa te upding 
Persian Government to occupy distil mt 

Advance fo Persin Government, fers to 
No 158, Minto for Poel 
to oct : r 
to be canted hy lls Majesty com 
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. . Sener : F s Sunsnct 
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| ae | E is 
504 Tal. | Now. Tuco-Peria frontier, Refers to Nop 128 116 | Penian ‘Transport Nov. 11, 1012 | Stet of Motmmer nd Uakhiian eb 
ifort tfemo z0 in Toon Seer eee 
Miter for Forelgy Adair seecting, var, cinisned i conBnt 
nner. Rosson Mito aris Teer fom thie agent at Abwen 
that ifnater win be eat tere auld ; 
lec expresso of deve tones eeable te Sir W. Townley Mohammerah-Khorouabad Railway, Gives 
tier eaablit texto tigre py fet to i 
Nov tea) (ax ropostl for estalainent fi 
ANGE : Scan 
‘To Bie W, Towle , | ShideeDowteh. To telegraph olervatons 
‘ou No, (36 (660 Novia) eo Liglthooge on Shik Shuai Island, Suge 


seats hold till now 
‘To Persian Transport Sheikh of Mohammeral ave Bakbiaet rulers, i: 
Company rs ty Nov lt. Inforuation i 
Arse coiiet with that reeled from seo Ta. 
siy's Minister at Tebran. Et 
sourew off (ee No 178) .. pee 
: (600 No. 288) 
Lieutenant » Colonel Belgian officials Refers to 
Sie P. Cox Torts further ina i Attacks eats 
Actives of in Pent Custos hore, ‘orderly died in hospital wt Ispahan ns = 
to other spheres (see Nos, 234, 326, sult of wound and exposure, Beguonts 
es) ioe eed laine 1,000, conspensation (seo Now 185 


an 880) ne 
Ins Oten Traveling fn Pein, Transnits. copy of 

ae Tiowoy. ronustig that Advonca to Penian Government, Refers to 

ishing to teal i Pera shod Nouifdliraccordauc with Pare SSX 

No, 864, li fstrutiodItpriank 18 

sy rear 26000 Hay to it 
Ee hat tis or 
val Tehran, (Geo Now 187 








Sit W. Townloy —.,! 586 

‘No Sir G, Lowther ..| 977 Tel, Refers to No. 162, Rovelstoke ‘ ¥ and. Persian Joa 
Te vould be better to nce on lines of Sir A. Nicol and em 

No. 129, unless certain Porto will nob act -versations at the Foreign Of, 

‘on angestion, in which caso senteice can to-send doloxates to, Porsn to study the 

be inserted as suggested by Russian railyvay question andthe Snanetal situa 

MMlcitan > rhstie aes eee tion pierce eoyke ats 


‘Ny Sir W. Townley 





Mivog concession, efersto No. 197, To Persian Railways Persian ellvayn, fers to 
ask Mrs Wood forall putticulars of (seo ‘Syniote ius fees drafe of late (oto 
o Part XXXI,No.75). After consult | 
Wo to aak for any f Sie W.Townley | 093 Tet Salavel-Dowlli Reported at oj Nay 
Tesuied (ce with 1,000 men, “Hie has sent force of | 
ke Hnrsnen tawntde Sharad cew No. 100). | 149 
Consul Stovens # [Oct. 29, | Dispatch of Russian troops to Persia. Refers | 
to No 102. Futter” troops from Sd ‘ToSir W. Towsley .| 606 Tu Autack on Liewusnant Ballock, Cont 
oro wil hoy he sat fon ‘No, 180 (00 Noe 3ED)ou 
sus Destine for places: betwee 
Khoi and Urmia. Pry e 667 Tel, Hes on Sheikh Shualb Island, Con- 
asin No. 178 Be an 
Sir 6, Lowther ian frontier, ofers to. Nos. 124 
«| 608 tal, Advance to. GovernoeGovoral of Shinn 
Nu. 181,” Has all the money 
leet spent, oF any of Wavallable? (Seo 
| Rint artis warm 


Sir W. ‘fo i | 9 





0. Buchanan, L Guarantee. ot Penn loan, Sayre 
Karat 140,04 tbo Ga on 

nent ‘Would bo’. Gnngerge oe. Eien res under fori oflers. to 
Peter je ear gigi tec 

| would guarantes half 4 Haan would 


| Url oo Sse 208915 an 7) 
‘To Sir G. Buc 1+} 1207 Tel, . soe 


‘olen ond thask Minister To Sis W, Townley. ‘Ars talon rss Retors to fart XXN1, 
elge Ales ees NO.StR.- Action mould be taken on ings 
Toe W.'Towaey.,| 668 To. Suggested by Me Sinan, et 
0 Si W. Townley. 606 To an Gorerwoeat. Refers 

lander se Buressemn (las tel Getic sane ria ca 
ato the 13.0008, Eepeaitans NOvIbi Miniter for’ Foren Atl 
stole (eco Now 179 aah 161) it ery favorable. trot Dt 

fheuei with Mi 

i Mafeay’s Government Soa) 
Cut accept reepounlity ey 
‘ately of cat reli (shee ad ‘To SirG. Lowther ..| 1009 Tet, Tuyo Pen 
‘ronnie peered to alle British toga | give 
Mebane ee erent {rind reprsecttion (ce NO129), +1 114 





‘To Mesers Dixoiw nnd] | Southern roads 
Co. 
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i. Lowther 


Sir W, Townley 
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1933 To 
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595 Tel, 


596-1 


597 Tel. | 


598 Tel, 


Now. 14, 





‘Trans-Persian Railway. Refers to No. 144, 
New provosals go further than His Mt 
Jesty’s Government contemplated, De- 
failed answer will be sent later (see 
Nos 209 and $43) | 


secure and comnts 
Part XXV, No. 244, ‘Transit letter fom 


‘Tarco-Persisn frontier, Turkish troops at 
Pesava and Doscht inde withdrawe to 
Rowand ee 

‘Tarco-Pervian frntior, Refers to Nox 191, 
Minisor for Foreign Afairy admits rks 
have boon in fault sinco 108, 
pins they are now bel 
tp whl 
Teney will attend commie 
week Orb we ae 


a to ro 
Ti Etta 


Beene ne ee 
sale een 

pet ae eet Coen Ee 

10. LYK), Pee i 

Propet Melon renee 

ee fameia te cee 

Re cena eae 


as Regent aud he 
point Saad Prsne 

Saad proposes creating Con 
Tavour of summoviay. Med 

instar not wailing to resigh 

‘0%, 221 and 227) " 


Veeenae 

Posie 
Se ae ee ae 
cals edn or 
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209 | Sie W. Towaley 





VissomntBrington 
toSir Le. Mallee 


‘To Sir W. Townley. 


‘To India Ofice 


Diroctor of Milt 
Dpenten ey 


To Loyd 


Confideatia 


Oct 26, 1912 


Nov. 18, 








(2591) 


15,0002 banded to treasurer- 
‘condition mouoy spent on ro: 
Harsdistrict 


Affairs, informing him of th 
240, and 282) : 


Monthly summary of events, ‘Transmits for 
October 


‘Youd. Refers to Part XNXI, No. 424, Ree 
reso sete of twa by. Masala 
han, Representatious made to latter, and 
their satisfactory result =. 


nrr-Gnerasenitciames Hein roady’ to 
eat Governor-enerats wishes a {at 08 
ho'can in 


projects in Southorn Persia, Refors 
to Part XXX 
to offer 


Robbery of goods, property of Central Todia 
Horst, Httort to Part AXKI, No. 1 
‘Trannmite despatch fom acting Gonmal at 
Shira, forwarding copy of eorresprsevce 
svth Soulsvedstloweh, renting hn toe 
overy of Il tho goods sess 


‘Traus-Pomian Railway. eters to No. 192, 
otto which Fore Of taka orp 
ion wll bs muapended, Soci dean 

Youll to glad to tearn Fortin Ofien 
Views on the. mater, Buguies wat 
‘apport British delat may expt Fro 
ike Majesty's Mister at elim (os 
Now 237 and 349)" a 


Telginn Director of Posts Concura in 
Noto. e 


Advances to Governop-Genoral of Shitar, 
Refers to No, 17, Informs of proposed 
furtlior advance of 18,0004 to. la shared, 
snubjeot to Lord Creste's approval, by the 
two departueats (Ho No. 226) , 


‘Trans-Porsian Rall 
corain tallway 
alten pat fs cite AER 
fro viowed with gravo concern (860 
No.26) Gln ea "GN 


Persian ogent and Pritua Minato, eters 
Nou 2nd 202. Minister for Fore 
Aa age 0 ostion f Nau 

lke Hie tight. induced to appoint 
Saat” Prine. Minister, If not prevent 
Ne nominal Saal, 


No. 190. 
cone 
eye 
(Gee No, 225) 


Claims against Persian Governiontin respoet 
fof goods insured in Huglatd, Mis 
jesty's Government cannot support 
iuure eee 
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Memorandum by Mr, 
do Bernhardt 


Sie W. Townley. 


‘No Sir, Buchanan, | 


‘To India Oticw 


Porvian Transport 
Company 


Thin Oftew 


Monioranduin — come 


‘muieated by Mr 
Lyne 





599 Tel. 


602 Tel. 


1265 Tel, 








Railway construction in Soathern Pers. 
Memorandum on degree of support 
Majesty's Government have "promised 
n¥ and on communications to 
Rassian Government respecting lines’ in 
which His” Majesty's Covermoout are 
nterested = 
Tau, Props in No. 188 commuicted 
{to Rosian Minister from St. Petersburgh. 
He favours larger sun. Piecariogs siteas 
nut genilarberio (sce Nos. 233 and 244) 


Molamnicrah-Khoremabad Railway. Come 
Tuksion appointed to exaninn deat sone 
fessiona adel Mrs Weost for certain 
Metals ad has presnted Counter pr 
feral! Fegectng Jala» allway” (ca 
Now 25, Bana abs) °, TAY Ose 

Kegan mining concession, — Refers to 
No. 69." Has mate. commonicaton, {9 
Minister for Foreign Afar, who rome 
0 look the matter up.” Mister: for 
Rein Mr ay tlt Me, Wont 
ich epson syndicate caring 
Drom of lan of 100000 (so Ne 


Salared-Dowleh, Inform 

wort, Salar 

the encounter, ns on Which 
alae will esint from fighting (sos No. 408) 


| SusotsDovloh and p 
1. tpportingg Sa 
two rllway’ cance His “Majesty's 
it understand the to G 


uristan survoy 
Dieta, 


0 to Part XXX1, 
‘Grey has ad suater 
ration and popes to exer 
tise right of iis Majeaty's Gove 
' iy (ce 8 





sph lnes, ‘Trawits note 

ltetoscehiet of pd Bropean 
‘Telegeaps Deyartnient. Suggests The 
Majesty's Miniter st Tehran should take 
site nl irra 
heat fae rae on vow with ore 


Intereiow with: Nasr-al-| 
He is not unwilling to 

MA.do so only on certain 

tho Regency to have fuller 

postur nnd an organised force t his bake 
Possibility of seruring Bakhtiar support. 








Sir W. Townley 


Sir G, Buchanan 


Sir W. Townley 


232 | India Ofico 


Sir G. Buchanan 





Lieutenant = Colovel 
Cox 


‘To Sir W. Townley... 


‘To Sir W. Garstin ..|Conddeutial 


04 Tel, 





Nor. 21, 1912 





Saad-ed-Dowlel.. Refers to No. 201. Neces 
sary to ascortain whether Regent will 
‘consent 10 appointment of. as Prine Minis- 
ter, “Hl ci oly succeed with open 
suyport of the two legations 3. vs 


alfa Railway concession, Roforsto Nv.221, 

Mussian Government will not consider 
‘question of advance tll concession granted 
(Geo No. 214) A 


Russians in Persia, Prime Minister shares 

aloot Russophobia, and bolieyes Bukhe 
Hiaris will have to leave Tehran, His 
tone Hellicose, and ho talks of forming: 
armod aiid disciplined force uniter British 
Officers (See NO.879) ves 


AntiRtussian Reports recrudess 
couice of, duo to inilox of Russian troops 
‘and behaviour of Russian consular offcors, 
Gg at Tabriz, Resht, and Astrabad (S00 
Now. 316, 


Lom to Persian Government, ‘Travanits 
Telogeamn to Viceroy angutg. view a 
to fronosel for" guaranteiag Ton of 
odio. ane 


nes, Has. spoke to Minister 
wvign Affairs tn senso of No, 221, 

‘and has iuforied hin of No, 217. He 
Will do what he ean to induco Rinaveo 
Mibister to do something, but to uarantew 
Tange Toast is out of the question (+00 
NOVI 8) a aad ‘ 


Persian Gulf. Refers 
“Transmite reparts by cone 
ra reacting (sat No, 


ExShah, Refers to No. 
copy of cominonioation 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs. reqpoctiny 
Aesize of ex-Shah to travel abrontl, a 
fadvioo given by M, Sazonof dissnadi 


le in Part NNIN, Not 481 
Majesty's Govern 

Aiploanti eupport 

proposals (oco Nos, 981 ad B19) 


‘Turoo-Persian frontier, Refer 40 
‘Turkish troops are withdrawing. t 19¢ 
Porsian trooqs reoceupyiiy dist 


Shiraz 1 Suge 
gest cll a that 
No 142 he pt Tuto effect (200 

251, and 262) * 
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‘To Sir G, Buchanan. 





‘To Sir W. Townle 

















To Dirwetor of Mile 











Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No, 203. Imperial Bank instructed. to 
hold 15,0001 at disposal of treasurer 
general see 





‘Syndicate’s contract with Persian Gorern- 
‘ment. Refers to No, 183. Transmnits 
corrected draft of clause. 








Advances to Persian Government. Refers 
to No. 286. Russia has advanced 125,000, 
thin year. Persia's debt to her on account 
‘of advances amounts to 85,0000, a 

Advanco to Persian Government, Refers to 
No, 283, Regrets: Rassian Goverament 
hot disposed to join io, and points out 
‘immediate necessity of money (see No, 257) 





Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 217. Immediate necessity for tuuds, 


‘with Russian 





Mobayoea- Koruna Taina, Retr 
to No. 218, Information. required. by 
*) 








commision should not be allowed to 
delay grant of concession in principle 
Lighting and buoyage of Persian Gulf, 


rauamits threo uclosures in, lottor' to 
Government of Iudia, Sie P, Cox's reasons 
for securing at once recognition by Persia 











Shiraz, Refers to No, 289. Governor 
General in prensnig for money (see No 253) 











Bushire-Sbiraz roa, Bushiro reports Tan- | 
feistani Khan bas barrieaded road at 
Abiiedi, and suggests. road. should 

ned by Brita Tn 











Doers i ewe 
‘in N at abst ‘be formed | 
fead ete tat 
puralley tay be paced ia eae | 
Hence, Tle wil consieradvaaco dieu | 

Tu emnap esr 
Nowviband ay ne an OS) 


Russian Go- | 
ined satisfactory 
3. 328) 











x-Shah. Refers to Ni 
ernment have 












ie to Porsian Government. Refers to 

15,0001, placed to Sir W, 
credit at Imperial. Bank, sub: 
Ject to previous justructions (see N 
aud 383) 














Ads 
toNo. 226. ‘Transmits Nos, 203 and 251 
sto conditions of advance. 





Trans-Persian Fallway, Refers to No. 21 
‘Transmits No. 287, and requests views 
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254 | India Ofico Tmnport of anue and ammunition by Governor 


Transmita correspondence 














officer in command st 
Wirawn. posts to the north 
‘of Shiraz byeauso Gorernor-General has 

it forts pronised, 
General pressing for money’ (seo No. 











Kor Musa, Refers to. No. 28, Gon 
haa obtained frm’ ith 
Aioment in tern desir, 
‘ined Uy nl (eo 
257 | ‘Sir G. Buchanan Persian finances. Has spoken to Minister 
igh Aili fn sob80 of No, 243, 
ramet Fail veren 
sition in Dum to largo Por lo 
hey ca. do Ts ta gan 
for‘ month whion dala 












25Land 255, Mono 
™ ownley’s ise 





Ow" placed at Sie 
Dorsal (see No, 283) 








schtiar Kans nt their sumamor quarters, | 
Chigakior is outside. tho 





cht, and whether it 








ister, Active opposition 
toSaad-wd-Dowleh, Submits His Majesty's 
Government souk not ay 





Mull (40 No, 270) 





Lieatenant ~ Colonel 
Sir P. Co 


Bushire-fspahan road, Governor of Dushito 
animated. offically. that. obstrc 
are now withdrawn nid road op 


1 Tonge necessary (400 

















rita aitesmdnoire from Russian (ov 
went. ‘Tho two aut 











igraus oxchauized with Viceroy 
go to Gulf ports but must not travel 











Larsian,‘Teaonste tlogeam from Viceroy 
Tecosinendiig Sir Po : 











266 | Lettor communicated 
hy. F.S.Ballock | 





Attack on Lieut 





ky dated Tspalian, 7th 
Neat account ofthe attack 





Buslire-tspahan road, Refers to Nos, 245 
Reports. attack on caravan 


oininye from ushivw botwoon  Miakotal 
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iG. Buchanan, .| 1909 Te. 


"To Sir W. Townley.,| 697 Tel. 


Gonssl-Goneral 


‘To Mr. Groonveay- «Confidential 


Minato by Me. Parker 


Sir G, Buelinnan .,) 468 Tet 


‘Yo Sir W, Townley, | 


‘To Teeaaury 


‘Minute by Mr, Parker 


ir, Buchavan «| 4607Tel, 








Nov. 29, 1912 





‘Sund-ed-Dowloh. Rofers to No. 249 Rus- 
sian Minister at Tehran says Saad is be- 
fining to lose ground, Minister for 
Poreiign Affairs therefore reiterates argu- 
rentsia No, 40, ad hopes comimsicaton 
Thay be made without delay to Regent in 
Paris 5 Temes 


Saad-ed-Dowleh. Refers to No. 270, To 
‘omnunicate substance to Russian Mister 
forForeign A fais ++ | 


sexlcteDonth, Een, 0 o- 28 
2 Doni ee eae 

Hee or be ear oA Bet 
; j 


‘Turco-Persian frontier, Tranausits No. 78. 
‘To request Mr. Soare to indicate on map 
fines lof mediating commissioners) of 
kish delegate, and of Persian delogate 


Persian Railways Syndicate. Advises him 

No concentente. in first iastance | ot 
Mobsmmerah Khorematad concession 
(Go0 No, 359 SF chia ca 





Kerman mining concession, Informs of 
Nenaiboan spears vic ce 
Tilway concessions in Persia, Records 
inervow. with Mr, Greenway, who recog 
risee iin. est to concentrate first on 
Nohaiomerah-Khorenabad line. He pro= 
wend ot Me. Met Tropes 





syndicate’ 
Piterwas deferral oaly 


and-ed-Dowle 
ter for Bi 
twas made at Ualoral 
nent being conditional 
fo of supporting a co¥p, 
Tea do nothing 
rival of representative of 
Brciswd'btudes, Ho will art 
vance if dulfe concess 
(ooo Nos 284 and 240 


Klior Musa. Refers to 
raph would bri 
eat into. confit with, es 
meat, Suggests amendment 


es to Persian Government. Gives 
fis of eaperndivure. 80,000 atl avail: 
aiaQeo Naty) cee 


Hey, ten (eas 

sn ail on ete 
a eae 
Woden EY cca 


Ioan, fen to Nos: 18 an 21 
crane of memorandish giving Mews 
Sreitatssn Government, hatter. thik 
oe ase Null only delay conclusion of 
peattans Only. way to meet repre 
Teaee lof Peralan Goverment bt hasten 
metfgon of an agrangement betweea 
Comet Sots Etudes (see No. 292). 


Date. 


Sunsxor. 





W, Townley 
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‘To Sir G. Buchaoan,.| 1917/Tol. 


‘To India Ofice 


Mr. Groenway 





Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir W. Towaloy..| 704 Tel, 


| 
‘To SirG, Buchanan,,| 1821 Tel 


1322 Ta, 














‘Turco-Petsian frontier. Refers to No, 145, 
“List of places which have, been evacuated 
Margi ose. “Sto akon by 
Yersian Goverament a 


Saad-ed-Dovwleh. Reports tnterviow with, 
‘Sead denies romour that he is Jeading. up 
to question of ex-Shab's returns. «| 


Sand-ed-Dowleh, fers to No, 270., Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs says Saad would 
ot be acceptable to anyone, though he 
might bo given seat in Cabinet” (eee 
REM cate taal) po a 


Advance to Govemor = General of Fars. 
TRefers to No, 208 Ministar for Foreign 
Alfairs informed of further advanco of 
11,000, and conditions attached. thereto 
(@oe No. 200) iss ticcrepince 

Sand-ed-Dowlel, Refers to Nos. 270 ar 
27H, Aide-ndnoire from Russian Gover 
mont states that they think it premature 
to.consider caso of Saud as lost, and still 
think ho will bo accaptod if appointed by, 

nt (940 NO. 291) + rig 


Sead-od-Dowleh. Refers to No, 275, His 
? ent cannot. bo & party, 
by force (eo0 No. 290) 


Motamme Rafer to 
Pare SRK Noe 42k, Traits two 
Tatere from Perv Hallmaye Seta 
rego lane @ of tine dae conte 
Eat Gerunoet oar, 
Foqeat sasrations (co Noth). 

erm wisi sorcery ‘Transalts or 
novel arate flea 10 Ae. Wot 
eyeing 100 be ad alg 
tree agreement toe neg (oo 
Rn ae ee 

Parva railway, ‘Tratunits cory of tle: 
igen (0 Aes AVood ineoly to a In a 
Taig) Geaurt noreer oslo 
Mp soot conmet. for lohan 
Rhonda mcvory (to N08) 


Po 
ienctically granted, and Cabinst sanct 
aly required 


Adv i 

Tefen ta Non: 362 a 

fangeteuta ina. be 

Emel toe of at ht 
yoO0E kau dopeently Of doles 
fou is Sleentyn” Govorsmont (seo | 
Nie age aa eek | 


Sand-ed-Dowleh. Ktefers to Nos, 282 and 
261, Reent will cortainly rufuso to ap 
it Saud, Undosirability of supporting 
by foree (see No. 206). 





Loan to Persian Government, Refers to 
No.279,, Suggests advance of 250,000. 
‘each of the two Governments afte both 
‘onvessions lave boun granted (4oN0.207) 
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Lightiog and buoyage of Persian Gulf, 
ransuits telegram to Viceroy endorsing 
SFB. Coxe suggestion that recognition 
Of His Majesty's Government’ prescrip- 
tive rights bo obtained from Persian Go- 
Vernmeut, bet suggesting that it sbould 
not be acted on pending completion of 
present scheme eee 


demonstration against treasarer~ 
|. Hofers to No. 499. Matter now 


abinet, Refers to No. 40 
Inform Regent of advice given re 
Townley Alors Sultaeh (ve No 439), 
and to communicate to him last para-| 
gone seen Sere 


Mobatmerab-Khoromabad Railway, His 
Majesty's ABister at Tebran considers 
there aro too many queries attached f0 
contrat wget aged ooce Te 
‘wottd be beat to secure written engages 
eat that syndicate will bo alomed to 
fouatract holiness 


Attack oo Lieutenant Bullock, Transmits 
‘No. 880. Sir W. Townley has been io 
structed to prosedt additional claim, as | 
suggested by him... 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia, 


Parr XXXII. 


[41149] No. 1. 
Tndia Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 1.) 


Sir, India Office, September 30, 1912, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 24th September, 1912, a8 to the contraband 
trado in arms in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, I am directed to inform you that the 
Marquess of Crewe concurs in the view of the Secretary of State for Foroign Affairs, 
that no good purpose would be served by pressing the Persian Government to soize 
contraband arms in the possession of British firms in Persian towns 
Tam, &. 
TIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


(41179) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 540) 
(Telographic.) 
FOLLOWIN 
“T have received tele 
the resiorat 


Tehvan, October 1, 1912. 
No. 86 of 0th Soptember:— 


_ “T do not attach importance to these demonstrations, as the Governor of Zenjan 
is a brother of Shuja, and anybody refusing to comply with his wishes would probably 


Similar petitions have been received from other places in the Russian zone, 
(Gent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(40247) 
Foreign Office to Mr. Greemeay. 


Sin, Foreign Office, October 1, 1012 
WITH reference to your letter of the 21st ultimo to. Sir Louis Mallet regarding, 

your suggestion for the appointment of Financial Advisory Board for Persia, Tam 

directed b 4 inform you that your proposal has not been lost 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLED. 





{1591] 














141338) No. 4. 








Sir W. Townley to 





in Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 2 





No, 541. Confidential.) 
(Telogeraphic,) Tehran, October 2, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 608 of 29th September, 

My Russian colleague telegraphed his views about Saad-ed-Dowlch to Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs hefore his. Excelloncy left London. He telle mye shat a 
Gforessed views similar to those contained in my telegram No. 59 of Dist September, 
My Russian colleague added that he thought it would be much better if Santon: 
Dowleh wero to be tried as Prime Ministor first. concur in. this view. "We anc hon 
SU gbinion that it would be very difficult to impose. Saad-ed-Dowleh as Regent, though 
itis posstblo that if two legations were given time it might be done, 

Terms of constitution are some igue concerning mode of choosing a Regent. 
1. is probable that Professor Browne's translation is correct, but that does sot uate te 
lear with whom choice lies, and it has come to be accepted that the Regent is elecret 
TY the Meats. On the last oeeasion the two eadidates were put before that assemble 
political parties in a seerct sesso 
J auch doubt if it sould bo ensy to persuade present Cabinet to take action, 
ch might lay them open to arraignment before @ future Medjliss Ty 
apparontly on the eve of disruption, and. for some time past. several Ministent 
ceased to attend Cabinet Councils 

Russian colleague tells mo that he hinted in his telegram 







































fo Russian Minister 





n Affairs that the consequences of the present stato of things necessitated the 
ceonpition of Tehran by the Russian troops. Under such pressure, proposed Regent 
could doubtless be imposed on Persi 





Ic is by aio means certain that « National Assembly, wero one summoned, would 
Hot chooxe Mohammed Alt rathier than vote for a man of go sanall. account fm hig aoe 
Country as the candidate selected, It would scom to ane that the question of tho Senne 

H well stand over until a Medjliss has been elected. I doubt whether it would wae 


muuch good purpose until tho tise of entary institutions has become better 
realised, 








i 











[41486] No. 5. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Re 





ived October 3.) 


‘Tehran, October 3, 1912, 








trchill to call on him yesterday. 
‘gent did not return he should be 
His Excelleney 

complete change of governme 
Minister. Mr, Churchill asked hoy a new Regent could be 
Prime Ministor replied it would easily by 
have to be sanctioned in due course by 
willing to remain in office if rxquited, b 


(Confidential.) 

1 have good. reason 
candidate for the Regen 
from the Prime Mi 
of « Medjliss consti 
















‘To this question 
and that his choico would merely 
He added that Bakhtiaris were 


t were quite ready to resign, 













to believe that selection of 
has become 





‘aad-ed-Dowleh as the best 
known through the Russian Legation, It is clear 

n that the Cabinet does not consider presence 
necessary for the election of a Regent. 


) 








































141571) No. 6. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edteard Grey.—(Reecived October 4.) 


No. 543, i 

Goes) n, Tehran, October 4, 1912. 
MY telegram 537 of 28th September. ‘ 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Kermanshah, 3rd Octobe 
“Army returned to Kermanshah Ist October. All bastis left consulate ard October 


‘on wzitten assurances of Governor-General and personal assurances of Sahiam-ed-Dowleh 
and Samsam-ul-Mamalik. 














(41116) No. 7. 


Sir Edvoard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
- 195.) 





Foreign Office, October 4, 1912. 

TLE Persian Minister called on the 26th ultimo to sty that he trtsted ‘no 
attention would be paid to telegrams emanating from certain partes at Tab 
calling for the return of the ex-Shah, Sir A. Nicolson tranquillisod him on that point, 
He then said that he had heard that there was a desire on the part. of tho British 

nd Russian Governments to establish @ strong central Government at. ‘Tehran, 
ir A. Nicolson remarked that this was, or should bo, the desire of every friend of 











The Minister said that he or his friends had heard that by a “strong central 
Government” was meant a new Regent—and he was afraid that the name of the 
Proposed Tegent would not be at all acceptable i, Persin, and would be tantamount to 

ig the ex-Shah, with whom the ramonred nomineo was. so closely. identi 
After some hesitation he mentiono« 
tionalist, but had subsequently veered round to the ex-Shah and tho 
encouraging the return of 
jowleh, formerly Primo 
ded thie ex-Shuh’s forces 
and by no means Lostile 

































Tam, &o, 
B, GREY, 








Memorandum communicated to Russian Minister for Foreion Affire respecting 
‘Trans-Persian Railway, 








therefore no objection to the Russian Govem- 
Teaig uatueting a Tine to Tehran, and, subject to all tho reserves and conditions 
already stipulated as to the route of the railway outside the Russian spore, and 
Il not, without agreement with His Majesty's Government, proceed be 
the Russian sphere, have authorised His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran. to. c0-operato 
with his Russian colleague to secure the said option for the Société d'letudes, 
ihe British group of the Société d'Etudes have also been informed that they 
[auld be justified in sending to ‘Tehran a representative to co-operate. with represei: 
{atives of the other groups of the société to thie same end. % 
As regards the suggestion that the sosiété should be encouraged to'make a big 
Joan to the Persian Government, such action appears somewhat dificult, as thove fs te 
be no Anglo-Russian guarantee, 


Foreign Office, October 4, 1912, 






































(40425) No. 9. 


Memorandum communicated to Russian Minister for Foreign Affirs respecting 
British Railways in Persia, 


THE ‘British syndicate which has applied to the Persian Government for = 
concession for the construction of certain railways in South Persia is styled the 
Persian Railways Syndicate, but does not include Messrs. Seligman. 

‘As regards tl iIways in question, His Majesty’s Government informed the 
Russian Government early in 1911 of their wishes on the subject, and later expressed 
their willingness to assent in principle to the ‘Trans-Persian Railway, on condition, 
inter alia, that the Russian Government would support the British demands for the 
railways in question. 

‘As regards the Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, this is the only railway for 
which Tis, Majesty’s Government are pressing at present, and they take note of 
M, Sazonof’s assurance that, in view of its essential importance to British trade, he will 
not oppose it, 

Concerning the possitle extension of the lino to Burujird, situated in the Russian 
sphere, « means of obviating any difficulty in the matter might be found if the Russian 
Government invoked the aid of British capital for the construction of the part in the 
Russian sphere, or for a line from Khoremabad to Ispahan, thereby tendering less 

portant the branch from Khanikin to ‘Tehran. 

With regard to. further railway concessions in the neutral zone 
Government are quite prepared to discuss the matter with the Russian 
and to request the syndicate to send out a representative to St. Petersburgh, 
iit iy ‘tisk Russia to consent to them in due. course, it 
being 19 ent would not be claimed as a matter of right 
until the yans-Persian Railway shall have proceeded beyond the Russian sphere. 

n the British sphere such as Bunder Abbas to Kerman, His 

wrial Russian Government will 

‘Admit that theso aro matters. solely affecting British interests, tut His Majesty's 
Government would always be happy to keep the Imperial Russian Government 


Infornel of nny project of railway enterprvo in the Brith sphere 

‘Any inerease of the Persian public debt due to the construction of railways in 
the neutral zone may fittingly be dealt with in discussion between the two 
Governments, 


Forcign Office, October 4, 1912, 





(40426) No. 10. 


Memorandum communicated to Russirm Munister for Foreign Affairs respecting 
Turco-Persian Frontier. 


‘NUL most recent reports from Constant re a good deal more satisfactory. 

His Majesty's and the Russian entatives have suggested territorial 
concessions wh could be made to Turkey Zohab, but it is possible that it may 
not be necossary to make them. 

‘The British viee.consul at Kast-i-Shirin is about to proceed to Bagdad to study 
te papers and adyiso as to the tribal conditions in the districts which may be 
ceded. 

tis Majesty’s Government are therefore of opinion that no useful purpose would 
De served by taking any further action at present, 


Foreign Office, October 4, 12, 





[39816] No. 11. 
Foreign Office to India Offic. 


Sir, Poreign Office, October 4, 1912. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to. you herewith, to be 
laid before the Marqiiess of Crewe, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister 
‘at Tehran, reporting that the chief manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran 
advocates that the various instalments of interest for the service of the Anglo-Indian 
Joan, the Imperial Bank loan, and the recent advances mado by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment should be bronght into line as regards the date of payment, 

Tt will be seen that Sir W. Townley entirely agrees with Mr. Wood's suggestio 
the advantages of which aro obvious. 

Sir E, Grey would accordingly propose, subject to the concurrence of Lord Crewe, 
to inform Sir W. Townley that he approves of Mr. Wood's contemplated action. 

A similar letter has been addressed to the Treasury. 





(40516) No. 12, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, * Foreign Ofteo, October 

_, 1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be 
laid before the Marquess of Crowe, copies of correspondence, as marked in the margin, 
rogarding an arrangement, arrived at betweon the National Bauk of ‘Turkey, the 
Deutsche Bank, and the A: etroleam Company for working petroleum deposits 
in any part of the Ottoman Empire in Europe and Asia, whereby the interests of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company may: bo vitally affected. 

In view of the importance of the subject, Sir 1. Grey concurs in the proposal of 
tho Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that it would bo desirable to havo. the 
matter fully disoussed by representatives of the India Office, the Admiralty, and. this 
department, and he would be glad to learn whother this view is shared by Lord Crowe, 
and, if s0, whether his Lordship will depute a member of the India Orfico to represent 
him at such a meting. 

Tam, &e. 


‘LOUIS MALLET, 





(40516) No. 13, 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 4, 1912. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknriletoe the seneint ot your 
confidential letter of the 26ih ultimo, regarding possible concessions of oil-bearing 
Tans in Msopotamia toa foreign synicato, whereby Dvitih naval interests might bo 
Tam to state, in reply, that Sir E. Grey has caused Sir HM. Babington Smith to bo 
informed that His Majesty's Goverament are unable to support the National Bank of 
‘urkey in the matter, and he concurs in their Lordships’ view of the desirability of the 


abject Deing discussed by reprosentaties of the Admiralty, India Otic, and this 


* Also to Treasury, mutatis motan! 4 Part XXXI, No, 52 


; 0. 
fot vie ¥); Aiiuiralty, September 20; w Sir Hl, Habbington 
1 


91] © 
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He has accordingly brought the question to the notice of the Seoretary of State 
for India in a letter of which a copy is enclosed.* 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(41707) No, M. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Havcard Grey.—(Reeeived October 5.) 


i Bushire, September 15, 1912, 
T HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a despatch, with enclosures, which T have 
addressed to His Majesty's Minister, ‘Teheran, on the subject of the claim of the Customs 
to collect revenues a8 agents of the treasurer-yeneral, the financing of the governor of 
ho Gulfport, and the financial administration of Southern Persia generally, 
have, &o. . 
P, Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 14. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Teronley, 


(Confidential 


i Z Bushire, September 15, 1912, 
| L HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s information, copies of letters 
‘which I have addressed to the Government of India, on the subject of the claim of the 
Gustans to called revenue es agents of tho treaaurer-general, tho, foancing of the 
governor of the Gulf ports, and the financial administration of Southern Persia 
generally. 
Thavo, ke, 
P. Z, COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Be ae Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 


Enclosure 2 in No. 14, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Pushive, September 15, 1912. 
I HAVE the honour to attention to the marginally. cited telegraphic 
corresponconce.t Lt will be acen that, while it relates primarily to the finances of the 
Toca (and the relations of the governor in this coninestion with the eustoms 
‘Administrations, certain other issues are incidentally raised which are of more general 
intorest and importance. ‘Thus, from the last telegram, it appears : 


(1,) ‘That the Customs claim to collect revenue as agents for the treasurer-general, 

(2) ‘That the Imperial Bank and His Majesty’s Minister consider that whatever 
tho Customs collect in this eapacity they should account for separately. 

(G,) That next March the temporary advanees recently made, or to be madle, to the 
Persian Government are to become a charge on the surplus reventies of the Gulf ports 
from all sources, 


With tho first statement and the portent thereof I am dealing in a separate 
ion. ‘The second and thinl, together with the current questions at issue 

como and the C wolve the whole question of the financial 

istration of the south as at conducted, a consideration of which will 
Taubmit, that if we hi fog ests and security 
weessary that we 


* No, 12,  Bnclonares 3, 4,5, and 6, 
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should make good the claim, which existing conditions undoubtedly justify, to exercise 
‘some measure of scrutiny and supervision, both over the methods by which the local 
‘authorities are financed, and over the expenditure incurred from customs receipts. ‘The 
position in both connections is at present most unsatisfactory and prejudicial to our 
interests. 
Refore discussing the wider issues, it will be convenient if T deal with the more 
Jocal question, that of the financial position of the governor of the Gulf ports, who has 
headquarters at Bushite, I am afraid the position cannot be explained vory 


briefly. 

Te will be remembered that under the old régime the incumbent used to farm. the 
income, both from eustoms, and revenue, from the Central. Government, for a certain 
sum, afid make what he could from the contract, Nowadays the governor has nothing 
to do with the collection of enstoms, while as regards revenue, the Belgian administration 
has for some time been entrusted with the duty of revenue collection. from certain 

where it is ensiest to collect, the governor being charged with the remainder, 
‘As a charge upon, or in compensation for, the revenue thus collected by the Customs, 
‘the governor is entitled to receive from them a regular monthly payment, of which, 
‘as well as of the revenue collected by himself, he is supposed to render an account 
to the Central Goverument, 5 - 

‘At present no local check is provided for upon the expenditure of either party, 
while such means of check or control as may be exercisable by the heads of dopa 

ents in ‘Tehran are, from the practical point of view fiom which Tam writing, 
ineffective and insufficient to prevent abuses 

3, At the present juncture an acute issue is current, between the governor and 
the local Customs representative in regard to the former's emoluments and finunces, 
of which, I believe, the history to be as follows 


It may bo taken for granted primd facie that owing to. the crust condition of 
Sh the hinterland has been immersed fur a long timo past, tho collection 

has been a most dificult task; the Customs, even with the use of 

the Persepolis” and * Mozaffur,” have found it no simple matter to recover it, even 
in the districts most easy to handle, which have been entrusted to them; while the 
ing no troops at his command for the enforcement of his orders, has found 

ly dificult to realise any revenue at ll from some of the tracts for which he 

is responsible, How difficult the task has been may be gauged from the fuct that in 
Tune last the governor was driven to beg me to lond him the services of tho residency 
Agent at Lingah to. accompany him on @ revenue-collecting tour in order that by our 
‘agent's strony personal influence in the neighbourhood in, question (the Shibluh const) 
the local hearmen might be induced to meet their obligations I thought, it wdvisublo 
iSreqicat an a. special caso, {t only to put, the governor index 

Jidenoy ; and the mere fot of its being mado is an interesting sign 
It was eminently successful, the governor being enabled to 

nt outstandings which he had no chaneo of obtaining 
otherwise, 


His Excellency is a man of considerable private means in the shape of income from 
anded property in Fars, and according to his own account he bins been constantly 
obliged, in the absence of to advance money from his private purse 
for the urgent exigencies of istration, Ho claims to have expended about 
2,000), iu this way, but I think the statement must be taken cum grano. Up to 
March 1912, however, he was, at all ev sving regularly from the Customs the 
‘sum of 1,500 tomans per mensean, payable, strictly speaking, from the revenue collected 
by the customs, rom Naoroz (ist March, 1912) this payment was suddenly 
suspended, ostensibly on the ground that the’ Imperial Bank of Persia objected to 
the payment. 
4, The governor, of course, innde this stoppage of finds a constant source of 
ince and pretext for inability to take action inoumbent on him in various matters 
ted with the adwinistration of the Gulf ports, In Juno, on soving the gove:.or 
ior Abbas after some weeks! absenee from head-quarters, I explained the position 
ajesty’s Minister, and qs the result of his representation the director of customs 
aat Bushive received authority to disburse 1,100 tomans per month, provided that the 
residency aut the Linperial Bank had no oljection, As above explained, up Uo Inet 
Naorez the Imperial Bank: had never in the past objected. to this eliorge, payable as it 
‘was in theory from the proooeds of and revenue, and not from customs receipts, but the 
need for assuring the service of their new Joan ‘no doubt justified them in being moro 
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yunetilions now, and it appears that they had recently had cause to complai 
Tehran of loose payments by the Customs of the south, to the prejudice of their inte- 
Accordingly, either im pursuance of a particular demur on the part of the bank 
or on the grounds of their general complaint the Customs now made the 
Acquiescence of the bank a sine qui non to the resumption of payment. Meanwhile, at 
Bushire, vis-d-ria the governor, the agent of the bank and the director of customs 
appear to have been oecupied, each of them, in attributing the responsibility for 
‘suspension of payment to the othe ri 
Unfortunately, the bank's attitude, although no doubt justified by the strict letter 
of their agreement (seeing that when revenuo was not éoming in, the payment to 
the goverior hal to be advanced from customs reevipts), created a very difficult 
situation locally ; and, as the directo sustoms admitted, * compelled the governor 
to resort to irregular’ proceed 0 ils," such, for instance, as 
of illegal taxes affecting British merchandise and British 


cture Twas approached both by the director of customs and the 
r with a view to ring good offices with the bank in onder to find 
inedy for the adiinistrative prralysis resulting from the latter's attitude. 
heaving. the views of all three parties at an informal mecting, T addressed His 
Majesty's Minister, by telegram, on the 20th July, pointing out that the administration 
was being paralysed, anid asking hin to explain to the bank that the payment in question 
waa reooverule from revenue and not from customs, and to induco. them to consent to 
nent of fiur months! arrears, which would satisfy the governor's immediate needs 
‘und crinble the question of future payments to be discussed at leisure, At the same 
o Lauggested that the Customs, whilst being mged to pay these arrears in order to 
clear the ground, would be justified in requiring from the governor in future the fulfle 
he definitely Ind. down, 
is Majesty's, Mivister was goul 
in a surergy 
«their obj harge and the Customis agree to disburse 
tho local question hus Leen solved for tle time bei 
now brought to the consideration of the second and 
to tn the first paragraph of this Totter, Th 
interests in thi ¢ it econ prejudi 
thy Goll ports, such as it is, paralysed afiosh next March when the neosity arises 
for recouping ourselves out of the iveetpts of the south for temporary advances 
dun y ernment, the financial. respox 
A. unter, swe jointly hy the Government of In 
1 here in passing 
canis naa 
an expedition by: the 
at i aul 
Dut my 
‘goed ioe, lasting 
ares, the effect of which 
calculated to exacerbate 
th into © a decisive 
avant ourselves or to that helpless spectator, the Central Govern- 
inoit. nd, the resulting drain on local funds’ realised from other 


revenue of the south 
has already been diseussed, 
that we should’ possess accurate 
sssary, in the interests. of the 

Persian Governinent just as unuch as of ourselves, that we should be 
phuce some check on wastetul and irregular expenditure calculated to. prejudice our 
security, That expenditu iro frequently , 1 think, be apparent 
from the contents of Mr. Chick's report on the Customs revenues of the Gulf ports 

for 1911, 


9 


wernor’s finances, what seems to be. required in conneotion 
ould be officially furnished by responsible authority — 


a schedule showing all items of revenue, . 
'2}) With'a list of the items which, under the arrangements in foreo for the time 
Deing, have been entrusted to the Customs administration for collection. 


nnditure, we are not, perhaps, in a very strong, position ab 
ise all details, but. we ean, I submit, reasonably insist on. being, 
nes of his oficial disbursements out of revenue and the chiet 


except with our specit 
the Customs department 
manner. m 5 

‘There is good reason to think that neither of these conditions are suficiently 
fulfilled at prevent. Tous, iv the report above referred to, Mr. Chick points out that 
the cot of adiniszation amounts tothe enormous proportion of 33 ya canton tho 
rovenui relied, including 10,621. for the upkeep of the to:called * Main” consisting 
‘of five Customs launches built by the Government of India, which have beon allow 
to fall into hopeless disrepair, and the steamers “Persepolis” and ‘ Movaffary” the 
former of which is dangerously rotten and unseaworthy, and the latter completely out 
of repair. 

Nevertheless, within tho last yeary the Customs have embarked on an expens 
workshop at Mohammersl, which is now found to be useless, and an highly paid Belgi 
captain for the “Persepolis,” which no civilised administration would allow to go 
to 00a, 

10, The only satisfictory means of providing the measure of control that I advocate 
would, I think, be by the creation of an informal local committee consisting of the 
governor, the director of customs, the resident, and the local manager of the Imperial 

nk of Persia, It is just conceivable that the presence of the latter on the committee 
might occasionally be a matter of some inconvenience when points of political expediency 
were being discussed, but as the British interests which it is desired to safeguard are 
marily’ the interests of the bank at prosent, I think it would hardly be possible to 
leave the loeal manager out of any committee so-foried 5 for, in any case, the resident 
would have to rely mainly on him for the detection of irregular disbursements, and for 
practical criti ‘accounts matters generally. It should not be necessary for such 
& committee to meet very frequently ; the monthly accounts might be ciroulated to each 
member confidentially and unless there were any particular items suggesting a neod for 
nssion, they would be simply “passed” by each member. Nor does it seem that 
‘the duplication of such committees at Bunder Abbas, Lin, or elsewhere in the Gulf 
would at present be ealled for,as the members of the Busi itteo would see suficiont 
of the finances of the outlying ports subordinate to Busbire in the ordinary course of 
Account, while as regards the eae of Arabistan, should it bo found desirable, i could, 
doubtless, be arranged that the acsounts of that: province also should be subject to the 
scrutiny of the committee, 

It is not contemplated that the local check thus organised at Bushire should 
opeaede or render annecosary the exereo of scrutiny at Tehran goording to present 
pmictice ; but additional advantage claimed for the measure now proposed is that a 


much more effective and eel cisouragonint of inrogular or wasteful expenditure. 
le 


would be rendered poss the application to matters of detail of the local 

knowledge possessed by the Bushire committee, a knowledge which the officials charged. 

arte aa lalate ayia comand apart ftom 
1591 
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the fict that several months must, under the most favourable conditions, elapse before 
the detailed accounts of the Gulf branches come under their scrutiny. 

11, I realise that any suggestions in the directions above advocated will hardly bo 
welcomed by the Customs Administration, but should they offer determined opposition 
to the idea, we shall be afforded an opening for putting forward the very clear case— 
which undoubtedly exists —of serious wasteful and irregular disbursements in the recent 
past, which could only have been possible in a system under which expenditure, in 
whatever direction, is immune from the restraint of any independent or outside scrutiny 
of an expert: natur 

I put forward the above views with due difidence, but I trust thet they will at 
all events form a basis for the improvisation of some measure in a direction which 
Appears to me to be very urgently indicated at the present time, 

T an sending a duplicate of this communication to His Majesty's Minister via 
London, with « copy sho to His Majesty's Forsign Office 

have, &. 
COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, anit His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Pare, & 


nclosure 3 in No. 14, 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(etographic.) Bushive, August 13, 1912. 
1 BEG to press once more the view that the arrears due since Naoroz to the 
goverson owing, to the suspension of payment, should be paid, and T trust that: your 
xe sist on tho bank. conveying authorisation to the Customs to disburse 
this amount, As T have expl duo from funds collected on revenue account 
by the Customs, Payment haying been made, the position ean then be regulated, and 
the futuro interests of the Tinperial Bank of Persia safexuarded, 
British interests, as well as those of the bank, of much more moment than the sum 
At present involved will be adversely afected by the continued suspension of payments 
‘and just now itis especially dosirablo that we should not tet the 
tho Gult ports become paralysed, and result that throughout the 
ian ports of the Gulla state of general disorder will ensie. 


wolossire 4 in No, 14, 
 W. Townley to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(Welographio.) B. Telran, August 19, 1912. 

WITH reference to. your telegram No, 194, T am informed by the bank manager 
that he does not object to the governor being financed out of the customs recsipts, 
which, in his view, should easily be sufficient for that and other purposes if it is done 
in a proper manner, frrogular payments made out of the customs receipts form the 
ssubjoot of constant quarrels between’ himself and the treasurer-general. 

‘The manager points out that only certain special payments are recognised in the 
Joan contract of 1911, and that no fixed charge such as the one proposed ean possibly be 
aumitted. But any surplus after the Governinent have mot their monthly engagements 
can justifiably be devoted to the purpose. 


Enclosure 5 in No, 14. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Pownley. 


(Tolegeaphic.) P. Bushire, August 22, 1912, 
LEASH rofer to your tlggain No 181: Governor's Bemneea 
he bank's reply ignores the fuct that the receipts of the Busbire Customs 


Administration include not only receipts from customs proper, but also the revenue of 


i 


‘certain Gulf ports from which latter the governor of the Gulf ports is supposed to 
Bee eeeae panto doubh whetier(1) Gis Cosumentiaro rain te eller vane 
and (2) whether such reveaue is covered by the loan agreement of the bank. 

With reference to the first point, please refer to my telegram of the 20th December, 
1906, and legation reply No. 17 of the 21st idem, ‘ 

Ifyou do not feel in a position to exert any pressure on the Imperial Bank of 
Persia on behalf of British interests in the Gulf, I beg that your Excellency will urge 
the Central Government to provide the govornor with funds from some other source. 
If this is not done, the present deadlock can scarcely fail to develop into active 
disorder, 


Enclosure 6 in No, 14. 


Sir W. Townley to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Com. 


(Telegraphic) P. Telivan, August 26, 1912, 

T HAVE no representations in the senso dosirud by you to tho treastrer-goneral 
for his serious and immediate consideration. 

The bavk manager makes no claim to the revenue which may have been collected 
by the Customs, but points out that it should be accounted for separately by the latter. 
T presume that the Customs now claim to collect revenue in their capacity as representing. 
the treasurer-general, i aes 

‘The treasurer-general can do what he likes with the surplus if he will only consent 
to desist from making improper payments out of the customs receipts, but I'am unable 
to consent to the imposition of the governor's salary as a fixed charge on the surplus 
because in March next we may need to appropriate all the surplus after the prosent 
fixed charges have been paid to meet the repayment of the temporary advances made 
to the Persian Government. 


Enelosure 7 in No. 14, 
Lieutonant-Colonel Sir P. Core to Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, September 15, 1912, 

IN my immediately preceding communication I have ventired to Iny before 
Higher authority my ideas in regard tothe taneipg of Who. governors of tho: Gule 

orts and to cortain political aspects of the burden laid upon the revenues of the 
Git ond. Southcen orsin an the ronull of, absntanos forded, by Hun Majeatya 
Government to this country in the direction of loans and temporary advances of 
money. Tnow have the honour to submit. some observations, suggested by the recent 
assumption by Belgian customs officials of revenue-collecting and other extraneous 
duties, qua agents of the treasurer-genoral, and draveing attention to the inconveniently. 

fluential position in which these functions, added to those which they already fulfil 
as collectors of customs dues, now place the Belgian officials in regard to financial and 
also to political issues arising in this region. ‘The extension of duties to which I 
allude dos not appear to have. been formally notified to us, but T gather that it took 
Bsr in purmuanoe of the nomination a treasurer-genoral in guocesion to Afr, Morgar 
huster of M. Mornard, already administrator-gencral of customs, in addition to. his 
Guties in that capacity’ (vide despatch of His Majesty's Minister to Foreign Ofico, 
No. 117, dated the 17th June, 1912), 

2. It is no doubt natural, as well as economical, that the latter, as head of the 
Belgian administration, should endeavour where he finds it conventent as treasurer- 
general to work through the Customs Department, which he algo controls, and with 
Whose personnel and methods he is familiar, It is also natural that when ho has to 
nguge wore men he should enlit Belgians, and. preferably thoso who have alrady 
served him in the Customs ; but the development indicated appears to me, as T_thinl 
what follows will demonstrate, to be opposed on the whole to our interests in the 
south, and, as it seems likely to become in the near future a specific factor in 
the general political situation, it is in any case advisable that wo should realise the 
phenomenon and take it into our ealeulations. 
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sete’ RNY, be convenient if, in the first place, I record a fow observations on 
existing position enjoyed by the personnel of iis estore Ptincaeecea aa Sen bea 

‘The Government of India will remember that when they first eame to the Gulf 
Tow nearly a desado ago, a good deal of friction and difficulty prevailed from time te 
fine between thein and the British representatives in the Gulf ports, Changes in the 
Political situation, however, and the lapse of time have wrought a ecrsideable 
Hibzovement in this state of affirs, and friction of the old kind in regard. to. purel 
Dusiness questions conected with the customs is practicall ent, except 
gecasionally in the case of raw reeruite from Belgium, Primarily, this. improvesnen 
is no doubt the direct result of the Anglo-Ru: f 

Hy against usin the south, it will be 

ed mainly and wherever 
For instance, M. Naus's endeav 
and to in 


policy. of h 
general wi 


the Belgian Customs took in 1904 

Abu Musa and Tanb and in our tolegeaph 

at started all the trouble there), resulted 

nand here. With the disappearance of M. Naus 

vention Russian rivalry in the Gulf has. in a, growt 

eeaned, and, although my. present, Russian colleague is prind facie vn thee sale 

a lgian when the latter is in opposition to us, the paicy of hie. Goveremcy 

in m ese canara, ourselves has so far changed as to make the fact of little 

his being the position, the average Belgian customs official hae come to reals 

thet his profesional nd personal interest no lnger ein a pliy of pty ebtenetne 

in his official dealings with British representatives, and the latter on their side have 

Ht to understand the charactor of tho Belin, wud have found Uy expetiones thot 
Whilyofcially ho isa rigid bureaucrat, ho ia often amonablo to unofiial persussons 


Asan administration for the collection of customs dues I have’ been glad to 


nder testimony, in the communication to Gove dated the 17th August, 19 
to tho fict that the Belgian stuf have worked with oredital fhe, th 
rouults groatly conducive to the financial interests of the Central Government 2? 

Our experience of them as a class, however, shows them, even in the r 
spheres as customs dirvetors, to be somowhat inelined te wetty 
with aucoess or with the results that they anticipate, 
the huuds of their Persian stall, owing ‘mainly to the difficulty, which they seem to 
experienc in noquiting the langage and the consequent necessity of working through 
Jntorpreters, As a recont instance in point I may mention that the disturbarees which 
took place at Bunder Abbas in May last, and the impasse which suporrened, were the 
Airoot result of the interference of the euistoms direator in local polite and tateiaves 

5. {tis almost inovitablo that their relations us customs officials with the local 
auttoritien ould ordinarily bo strained and dificult, nthe frst place, whilst charged 
with the strict enforcement of regulations which are held in abomination by the local 
population, they have no foree of their own with which to exact compliance with, their 
ules, and in the last resort have to depend on the upport of ‘the local Bergs 
authorities to extricate them from tho dilemmas into which blind adherence te tha 
rules often leads them ; whilst Persian governors and deputy governors, whees, bats 
are already sufficiently full with administrative difficulties of their own, are inclined to 
resent the additional worries thrust upon them, as they consider gratuitously, by the 
indiseretions of what is still regarded locally as a foreign organisation ue 

8, “Under normal circumstances, the Relgias would not, in their capacity as 
futons olicials, have been in a position to exereise much iufldence in local matters, 
bat particular conditions holding in different ports of the Gulf have tended to endo 
thom with o not inconsiderable measure of it. ‘Thus, at Bushire, the Customs have 
been given control of the Persian Government vessels “ Porsepolis” and Musafiars 
se aa aly the change of the governor, and the litter ean now no longe 
leave his hea/l-quarters ‘Sea or eX) a of coal withor he concur 
permis a iho ditector of eee Fe Se ee tases es 

Av Bunder Abbas again the fast that the Customs Administration has been giv 
control of the Hormux oxide mines brig the director of eustauns davatiy ee 
Political arena in regard:to that port. It is only in Arabistan that opportunities have 


‘their more restricted 
trigue, though seldom 
ile they are also very much in 
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hitherto been wanting for the personnel of the Customs to extend their functions to 
other fields ; but that state of things finds its days numbered even in Arabistan, as I 
shall presently show. i 

7. Having endeavoured to desoribe generally the position of the Belgian personnel 
as component parts of a Customs Administration, I am now. brought to the point at 
which they have become endowed with specific powers and functions as agents of the 
treasurer-general, a development which I have from the first contemplated with 
apprehension, as will be gathered from my letter dated the 23rd December, 1906, to 
the Government of India,” ad 

At that time a new governor elect, the Said-es-Sultanch, apparently on condition 
of his showing complaceney in the matter of the resignation of certain Gulf ports to 
the control of the Customs Administration, secured the support. of the administrator- 
‘general to his nomination, He proved entirely incompetent, and made an undignified 
‘exit within six months; nevertheless, itis interesting to note that he has recently been 
put forward afresh as a candidate for the post of governor of the Gulf ports—this time 
also with the cognisance and probably the support of the Customs, who have been on 
dad terms with the present incumbent. Meanwhile, although the administrative 
change which I feared in 1906 did not take place at the moment, the thin end of the 
wedge was quietly inserted not long afterwards, the responsibility for revenue collect 
and executive control of certain small ports between Bushire and Lingah being 
entrusted to the Customs and withdrawn from the sphere of the governor of the 
Gulf ports, Syed 

8. This change of régime has been anything but successful from the point of view 
of low and order, whilst it has remained a frequent source of difficulty between the 
‘Customs and the local Government, 

In the former connection I would reter, firstly, to the third paragraph on p. 19 of 
the residency administration report for 1910, Since then during the past, year a 
representative, whom tho director sent down to one of the Customs ports (Iabirh) with 
a small foree for the purpose of exacting revenue, was seized by the inhabitants, and I 
understand that a gun which was ill-advisedly borrowed from the governor and sent 
with the Customs force remained in the possession of the disaffected inhabitants, and 
has since been sent inland by them. ‘This strip of coast is part of that, which has beon 
in evidence during the past year in connection with the smuggling of arms from Muscat 
And the Arab coast, and wo ball probably boas of the gun again when a rid i next 
threatened against Lingah, : 

As an instance o n with the local authorities T may quote the impasse 
referred to in my previous lotter dated the 1th September, 1912, which had its 
origin in the sudden suspension by the director of customs of a monthly allowance 
payable to the governor properly speaking from the revenue collected by the Customs 
from those ports. 

9, This intrusion of the Belgian administration into the sphere of the local 
governors and deputies operates in ways inconvenient tous both deetly and 
indirectly. 

Under the category of direst inconvenience T would record that in April Jast, when 
the navy took action it destroying a small tower which had fired fifteen or sixteon 
shots at one of the flag-ship's boats cruising off the shore, enquiries on the subject 
camo not from the governor of the Gulf ports to me, or from the Persian Government 
to His Majesty’s Minister, but from M. Mornard as treasurer-general to His Majesty's 
Minister on tho strength Gf a report received by him, from the director of customs ot 
Bushire, communicated by the latter confidentially without any preliminary reference 
to me, or to the governor as far as I know. 

Tnstanoes. of indirect inconvenience are also. not far to sock; thus, as regards 
Bushire T have shown in my immediately precoding despatch how the director of 
customs, as controller of the revenue and collector of that portion of it which itis eas 
to recover, is ina position to make the local governor's position untenable, an 
ultimately, if he chooses, to paralyse the administration to the prejudice of British 
interests generally, 

in Arabistan the duty of paying pensions, accounting for revenue, &e., 

has lately ‘boon aasuined by the'provincal disetor of ustoms ab Mohramereb, ai 

dy overworked oficial, and in the execution of his new duties he can scarcely 

I to come into conflict with the Governor-General, who needs all the ‘scanty: 
collect for the administrative requirements of Disful and Shushtar, 


rardiog copies of telegrams frou Resident to Mivister dated December 20; and from Minister 
lated December 21, 1906, 


(1591) zB 
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‘on the contrary, 

finances of the pro iancial poliey of the Central Government towards 
the Gi eral is to be shapes on the ex: p rrespousible reports of the 
troasurer general's agent, our interests are by n ly to derive advantage from 
his pros 

M0, It may be argued that we have generally recognised that supervision of the 
finances of local governors by European advisers is ossential for the improvement of 
the administration; aud that, as regards the Belgians, they are our own. selection 
‘asa neutral clement, for the management of the customs under the convention, and 
that it is natural, now that the Belgian administrator of customs has been appointed 
with our consent as ta general, that the functions of his new department in the 
Toute! gone should bo in the hands of Belgians, This true so fara ie goes, but there 
is tho other side of the shield. 

‘The Belgians when they came, eamo, it is true, as a neutral clement, and were our 
soleotion as such, but the origin of their mission was a Russian loan to Persia, ‘They 
found two Powers with strony sts in Persia, of which Russia is in by far the 
atrongest position in ‘Tehran, and in the steongest position over their general 
administration, ‘Choy first camo south with « strong Russian bias, which was made 

Russian activity and interest in 
nce the convention they have had 


no induoment af at fr disp n have in 
onsequcns Docume mel pl 
ily 


frie a c 

practi pose ‘am fortunate ig a wide-avwuke 

Yiow-consul and commen I oppor of endeavouring 

h firm or subject, but we have hat 

through the pretence of asking 

ject, but it is usually foun 

igotiating with Belgian 

ssuljoct ot continental fi wer British, trade nor. British subjects have 

derived any direct advantage fror presence, ‘we have lost a good many 

ings which wo should probably have secured for British candidates under the old 
régime, 

4 11, On the whole, I submit, the interests of the Belgian element run counter to 
ours So long us it was merely « matter of the collection of customs aloue we have had 
Tittle to complain of or be exercised about since t u 
Convention; but the question assumes quite a different aspect when their scope is 

iiled aw it promises to bo, especially when we remember that the Russian leanin, 
Which the Belyinns have naturally possessed in the past, though Intent of late, wil 
haurally be greatly strongthened by the fact that they and their chief owe their 
present appointments entirely to Russian policy and Russian supports 
1 ill not at this jneture attempt to go into tia question whichis touched 


ke us inl 


's despatch No, 191, dated the 20th June, to His Majesty's 
Foreign Office, but T venture to point out that if, as appears probable, M. Mornard 
proposes to make the necessary appointments of Treasury Southern Persia 
wholly or mainly trom Belgian officials, who will combine this role whenever possible 
ith that of direstor of customs, we shall be assisting to introduce an rely new 
jent foreign element into the neutral and British zones, whi 
strongly interested in Keeping as fir as possible under our own exclusive r 
particularly at inland towns such as Shiraz, which are already sufficiently provided with 
rival and conflicting authorities, A Reon 
T would, theretore, venture with great diffidence to urge that in addition to any 
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other steps that may now be possible in the direction declared, any further loan to 
Persia should be made conditional on a substantial increase of fnancial supervision by: 
British officials appointed ad hoc. 
Tam sending a duplicate of this communication to His Majesty's 
London, with a copy also to His Majesty's Foreign Office, 
Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Golonel, British Resident in 
‘the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
General for Rare, &e, 


Enelosure 8 in No. 14. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidentisl.) Bushiro, August 10, 1912, 
I HAVE the honour to submit for the information of the Gover nt of India, 
istics of revenue realised by the Cstoms Administration, which T have sent 
Majesty's Minister with my despatch dated the 10th Augist, 1912, copy of 
also enclosed. 


Enclosure 9 in No, 14, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(Confidential) Bushire, August 10, 1912, 

WITH reference to my despatch, dated the 8rd. August, 1911, Tenow havo. the 
honour to submit for your information the statistics of revenue realised by the Customs 
Administration, compiled by Mr. Chick in the usual way. 

‘You will note that in apite of the continuance of chaos inthe south, tho figures for 
the Gulf province, exclusive of Arabistan, indicate a considerable increas of reven 

‘This is partly due to the incidence of a good grain harvest in the maritimo districts 
and to the prevalence of exotic conditions favourable to the export of Fars opium, and 
also, I make no doubt, to increased eflicienoy in method of realisation, 

Tn this connection I would observe. that whereas the figures representing the cost 
of administration (again exclusive of Arabistan) amount to the enormous proportion of 
88 per cent. on tho revenue realised and the administration must therefore be regarded 
as ‘ety expensive ou, yet there is no question, on the othar hand, that itis 
conducted with creditable aid ingreasing zeal and elficiency. 

Unfortunately, however, and naturally I suppose, the administration which has 
now been in operation for nearly ten years is still unpopular with the Persian 

ies of the southern ports, and regarded by them as an undesirable foreign 


Enclosure 10 in No, 14, 


Customs Recenue from the Gulf Ports (including Arabistan) for 1011-12. 
(Confidential 
THE table attached hereto shows the revenue from each of the ports in the 
provinces of Bushire and Bunder Abbas (though Tam informed that the total Bunder 
Abbas figures have to be reduced by 9,1191. owing to errors). 
According to information locally available the receipts from duties, &,, would 
‘appear to have beet 
Bashir province— 5 
Mes ee Co eh ne a 
Ofice dues, tops, abel, wareiouse ducs, ke, 308 
Bander Abbas province — 


Dation 34088 


2,880, 
Arabistan provinco— 
Duties, Ses, g + 64,863, 


Males Kes 198s 
(At 50 krans per 1.) 
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None the less the financial position of the Southern Persian littoral, considering 
ite important situation as a source of revenue for the Central Government is in a 
deplorable state, 

Customs, Maliyat and concessions such as Hormuz are the only apparent scheduled 
‘sources of income to the Persian Government. 


Matiyat, 


Arabistan—The actual assessment on the provinces of Northern and Southern 
ae aro stated by the “Persian Gulf Gazetteer” to be about 27,1491. (at 50 krang 
per Il), vin 


Distal 
Shishtar 
Rem 


Mawizeh < 
Mindiys 5 


Jarrah c. ‘ 
Molammorah 0) 


iivealiue an 


Tn 1907 the total assessment was stated by a mustaufi to be 27,1451, and the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah to have paid 14,3342, for the last four districts mentioned 
above, 

But in 1912 information, which Major Haworth believes to be accurate, gave as the 
revenue payable for — 


Distal, 
‘Shuwbtar 5) 


c's pay, regiments, dc.) 
Tol ee oe) 


It in not yet clear whether all, or only part of, this sum was forwarded to Tehran, 


Gulf Ports, 


‘Tho Maliyat of the provineo, which includes Bushire and Bunder Abbas with their 
amaller ports ind the constal region, is assossed as follows 


£ 
++ About 9416 


Nir ati adjacent disiriote 2 H 
astonis” ports botvcoon Dashil and Shibkuh 
sid Nha fe 


andor Dilanie "3 


Toll vw a 
(At 50 krans per 12), 


Tn addition, there is still on the schedule a sum of 3,6687., which represents the 
wv for which’ the governor of the Gulf ports farmed the customs under the old 


Fegime. Ife reauporated hinsolf by this sum fom Bushire, Bander Rig, Bander Dilam,, 


&6,, and, in addition, his exactions provided him with a large surplus, which stood in 
lied of « salary, Thus, when the customs were taken from the governor's control, he 
was Toft without the wherewithal to find hi salary, He was last year allotted a 
similar sum (3,6681,) paid by the Adn ion of Customs in Bushire, ‘This sum is 
now, by a book transactio ‘as paid in i 

Bapenditure of Matiyat. 


The large district of Hayat Daoud, for instance, has, since the tarifl of 1903, had 
ite entire revenue (3591) remitted as compensation for the surrender of the customs at 


V7 


Bander Rig and Genaweh to the Belgian administration, Similarly drawbacks exist 
as regards Rudilleh, while Ahram is leased to Nizam-esSultaneh, and its revenue 
supposed to be paid by him to the G in Tehran, Besides. these deductions, 
many of the neighbouring districts—Angali, Chabkutah, Tul Siab, Ahmedi—have 
declined to pay revenue, aud it is understood that barely one-half of the scheduled 
Fovenue (18,r66L) was actually paid tn, and this prinepally fom Lingali and Bunder 
‘Abbas and the Customs ports, 

Even this hala he Maliyat was totaly evallowed up, party by aesignments of 
pensions, often for persons living in other parts of Persia, but chiefly by payments 

is constantly —and, to all appearances, usclessly 


vernment out, of the Maliyat, receipts 
for 1911-2. ver, if the Fars gendarmerie are still paid from these sources, a 
deficit in the Maliyat will actually result. A. sum of 9,000 tomans (1,8001,) has already 
been remitted to the gendarmerie officers at Shir 


Local Bzpenditure of Customa Revenue. 


© 
10471 
10962 


6,268 
4087 
‘Total all items 44 ae + 2908 


4, Ltslée Atlas yeornce = 
Alsiisntho capi lirieke cs 
Hapenitire for governs ctu payont of tan 
ed expenses foe Hormuxainge yn 
1011 
2) Ambatan provinoe— 
lve aap aati, ey 
ogc quar, Se & 


Malis. a re 


Acconling to the terms of th Brospcebs of tho! Tupavial Bai of Porson, 


there would presumably be in Tehran a deduction of 78,2141. for service of the loan 
with interest (including prior charges on the customs receipts amounting to 15,7 14t,) 
Possibly there may be further deductions. 
Surplus. —Total ey boty Tocal a that case amount 
521. Surplus ro r the Gulf o expenditure should have boon 
1 thousand pounds less, if reckoned at actual rate of exchange 
sof expenditure show great waste: the work effected by. the Aotilla 
justify the retention of most of the vessels, and certainly is not worth the 
large sum charged, During the last three months of the yeur a sim of 6,000, tomans 
(cay 1.2001), bas been pail to got rid of the so-called regiment of regular infantry, 
wlio had actually been recalled in January by the War Minister, and disobeyed orders 
ig to Teave and n at nuisance of themselves, a situation with 
r f firmness. A gum of 1,600 tomans (3201) 
pended, by special permis-ion of the Central Government, in the purchase of 
European fhrniture, wines, &, for the entertainment of Lord Lamington—a truly 
typical pices of useless squandering. But the greatest waste is inthe large sum 
drawn from the Malivyat «ind Customs revenue by the governor for the paymont of 
irregular tufanychis, 
Prospects for 1912-8,—Considering the small sum—in proportion to. this wide 
Wits fav i 1—whieh becom lly: available for the 
il posi nistration of Southern 
rig wort of disastrous, for uo attempt is made to 
he provincial reeeipts for the erying needs of those proviness that 
nue, nor does the surplus leave much margin for further borrowings by 


however, must be given to the Customs Administration, under 
inction, for they have maintained a high degree of ellicieney, though 
i 
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annually effecting @ reduction in their departmental expenses. Great assiduity 
shown in getting in revenue from the small ports. M. ant has given every 
fucility to the export trade of 1911-2, and is working 1y with all classes of 
merchants 

Wh 2-8 is unlikely to be 50 profitable 
the prevalence of plague at Bushire and 9 short harvest that will init export of grain 
very narrowly, A reduetion of 20,000 in tlie Customs revenue for the Gulf ports and 
Arabistan is uot improbable, 

Constraction of the new Customs buildings at Bushire, already san is likely 
to cost more than 16,0001, according to estimates ; and the dire further 
calls for payment of the Fars (Swedish) gendarmerie, 

‘Whe financial position of the Central Go therefor y to be 
aggravated, ax regards this region, during 1912 ity’ available 
foe Rave leno ins ell very lon 

er. 


Sram 1g Duties levied hy the at the Customs Houses 
jan Gulf for the years March 1909-10, 1910-11, and 191 1-12, 


1000-10, 


Bunder Able 

Lingsles ts 
ak 

‘Tahini (Kayigoon) 


Mint 2 

Dilvar ce 
Heudlilleh 3) 
Ginnweh 1 





Total 
Husbire a 





Total x mm 9 : 28278 








(40424) No. 15. 


Sir Kidwrard Grey to Pownley, 
(No. 612.) 
(Welographie,) Foreign O fice, October 5, 1912, 

YOUR ielegran «October, oes 

You should’ take ly opportunity of speaking to your Russian colleague 
regariing rcops proceeding to ‘Tehran, and. pointing outhow 
sreatly stich ‘ de 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, 





[41338] 


Sir award Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 
r 5, 19 
telegram No. 511 
elloncy should enquire a ci rs whether 
fie would agree to instruct the two le i consider the 
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moment favourable, such steps as may be possible for seouring the appointment of 
Saad-ed-Dowleh as Prime Minister. 

If such appointment were made it should be accompanied by the conditions which 

i agreed should govern if he were made 

that he should agree not to interfere with honest and effective control of 

finances; that ifso he should be assured of moral support of both Governments and 

their agents throughout Persia to him and the governors appointed by his Government. 

‘As regards possibility of Russian troops advancing to Tehran, it would be difficult, 

to conceive a more unfortunate step, and yon should inform his Bxcelleney that I 

deprecate such action mcat strongly, and feel sure, in view of what he himself ling 

said, that he will not entertain 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, G11.) 





[41795] No. 17. 


Sir W, Donley to Sir Bdieard Grey—(Received October 0) 
5.) 

G Pelegraphic.) Decode. Teliran, October 0, 1912, 
FOLLOWING received from Ispahan -— 


“Squadron left 5th October.” 





(41822) No, 18. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Eiiward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 
(No. $20) 
Constantinople, Soptemibor 28, 1912, 
Russian Ambassador having informed me. that, na ho had no 
instructions to do so, he propused to make representations to tho Turkish Ministo 
for Foreign | be aubjent of the reported advance of, Tun to 
and Khurk) 


(ants apes Nak ae rwport that had reached me must 
ve come from Per: sources, and he did not believe there could be any trath in 
as the most stringent orders hind been sent to the local author tlie frontier that 
‘no movement of troops should take place, and, a8 a matter of fact, tho Turkish for 
that dist had of late been somewhat reduced. He promised, however, that he would 
cause enquiries to be made at the Ministry of War, 
Thave, &, 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(42056) No. 19. 
Sir W. Lowney to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 


) 
(Meeethiey R. Telivan, October 7, 1912. 
AY telograny No. £49 of Uh October 
overnment line received telegraphic information that battle has been 


fonglt with h resulted in total defeat of Salar-ed-Dowleh's forves, 
Moh 


fighting lines, 
(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 








20 
[42066] No. 20. 
Sir @, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 7.) 


egraphic.) TR St. Petersburgh, October 7, 191 

YOUR telegram No. 976 of 5th October. 

T have spoken to Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs as instructed, but his 
Excellency hegged mo to await retum of M, Sazonof, who is expected back on 
‘Whursday. 

His Excellency said that so far as he knew there was uo intention of sending 
Russian troops to Tehran at present, 





(42459) No. 21. 
Sir Edward Grey to Barl Granville. 


Foreign Ofiee, October 7, 1912 
n chargé Waffaires this morning 1 
iqiié to tho pre x political agreement 
onof anil me. We hind discussed how to strengthe: 
nil Koop it on its legs; no easy task, but one which did not involve a 
ween ws. We had, of course, discussed what could be d F 
in tho Bulkans, but everything suggested between us on this subject had been 
superseded by tho mobilisation, Thad found on M, Saz part a desire to 
discourage all forward policy in tho Balkans and to preserve the status quo. This 
ughit to make it very easy to co-operate with Russia. 
Tam, &e. 
B, GREY. 





(89814) No, 22, 


Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Poreign Office, October 7 1918. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 24th September respecting the traffic in 
raband arms at Shiraz, 1 am directed by ary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you 

|i, for submission to. the 5 copy of a desp 
Al from Tis, Majesty's Mi questing in 
oir in viow of tho stiggestion made by His Majes 

anil that before any steps are taken which mig 
of tlio threo Persi concerned, the 

roqnested to warn them, and only to attempt active measures in the event of the 

warning boing disregarded, 

‘if ae th tey would be glad to learn the ws of the Marquess of Crewe on Sir W. 

‘owiley's despa 
Tam, &o, 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(42104) 


Sir W, owntey to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Recetved October 8.) 
(No. 198) 
Sir, Tehvan, September 24, 1912, 
WITH reference to your t 53 of the 19th instant, L hionour 
to forward to. you herewith copy of w-note which Taddressed to th overnment 
on thy 20th Sopteauber, informing then: of the intention of His Majesty's Governient to 
withdmiw the British squadron now at Ispahan to Shiraz, and requesting the assistance 
the Persian Government in the matter of securing suitable accommodation. for 
Majesty's troops at tho latter place. 
Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No. 23. 
Sir W, Townley to Persian Government. 


Your Highness, Teliran, Septomber 20, 1912, 

HIS Majesty's Government would have before now withdrawn their military 
detachinents from Ispaban and Shiraz had the situation in the province of Fars justified 
their dofog. so, and liad the moderate conditions laid down in the note presented by 
Sir George Barclay on the 4th April last beon complied with, 

His Majesty's Government are desirous, nevertheless, of showing their good-will 
‘and forbearance towards the Persian Government, and are making arrangements for 
the withdrawal of the detachment at Ispaban to Shiraz, His Majesty's Government in 
taking this step wish to give time to Mukhbar-es-Sultaneh to restore order and to exact 
the reparation demanded by His Majesty's Goverment for an unprovoked attack on a 

itish consular officer and his escort, and they trust the efforts of his Excellency to 
Il meet with success, 

‘Trusting that the Persian Government will recognise their friendly attitude, His 
Majesty's Government request them to give the necessary instructions to the local 
authorities that all possible assistance shall be rendered at Shiraz in the mattor of 
securing suitable accommodation for the British troops now there, as also for the 
detachment that is about to be withdrawn from Ispahan to Shiraz. Failing such help, 
His Majesty's Government will be constrained to causo barracks to be constructed, and 
will be obliged to hold the Persian Government responsible for the expenses. 80 
incurred. 

Tavail, &o, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


(42076) No, 24. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received October 8.) 


‘Tehran, October 8, 1912. 
n No, 542 of Bnd October. 
or called on Russian Ministor and myself separately yesterday to 
is in nood of a rest and would like to resign, Ho suggosted 
‘Ala-cs-Sultanch as a suitable successor, 

We both urged his Highness to remain in office for the present on the score that it 
18 not a good moment for a change of Government, as we are not yet in possession of 
views of our Governments after the recent conversations at Balmoral. Prime Minister 
agreed todo so, Ido not think that he really wants to resign, but it is moment of 
uncertainty, and the Cabinet is not united, 

‘There is much uneasiness in official circles as to the outcome of the conversations 
respecting Persia, It has leaked out somehow that Suad-ed-Dowleh has been selected 
as a candidate for the regency, Opinions expressed make it even more clear than 
before that it will be very difleit to secure Nis appointinent, Ho has no fronds here, 
and men who have served with him before are not anxious to come forward in his 
support. 

(Sent to embassy.) 





(42228) No. 25. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reveived October 8.) 
(No. 547.) 
Telegraphic.) ‘Tehran, October 8, 1912. 

{SPOKE to my Russian colleague yestorday in senso of your telogeant No, 612 
of 5th October. 

Russian Minister fully realises that such « step as the summoning of Russian 
troops to Tehran could only be taken in really extreme circumstances, 

He does not anticipate such necessity, but considered it his duty to hint to his 
Government at the possibility of « situation being ereated that would place life and 
property of Europeans in danger. 

(Sent to em! 





(use) 
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[42076] No. 26. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
Ne 614.) 
(Delographie.) Foreign Osice, October 8, 1915. 

MY telegram No. 976 of 5th October to Sir G. Buchanan. 

Would not Samsam’s suggested resignation fucilitate the appointment of Saad-ed- 
Dowlsh as Prime Ministar ? 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 998.) 





142310) No. 27. 
Mr, Greenway to Foreign Office (Received October 9.) 


Hanover Court, Hanover Square, London, 

ir, October 8, 1912. 
REFERRING to my lettor of the 21st September, addressed to Sir Louis Mallet, 

Thog to hand you below copy of a letter [have received from Mr. H. F, B. Lynch :— 


‘As I notico that you allude to ‘your colleagues’ in your letter to Sir L. Mallet, of 
which Mr. Stodart sends me a copy (dated the 21st Septeniber), and as this phrase may 
possibly include myself, you will perhaps permit me to make the following reservations, 
which I shall be obliged if you will transmit to the Foreign Office :— 


‘Tho constitution. of the board will have to be compatible with the full exercise 

by Porsia of her sovereign rights. T-shall also advocate two nominees of Persia in the 

nices which you outline, But T was under the impression that your proposals 

npated tho appoiutnent by Persia fora reasonable term of years of a board of 
foreign advigors in tho place of a single adviser. 

“But T attach the greatest importance to the early appointment by Persia of a 

thoronghly qualified foreigner as auditor-general. ‘This measure will not only ensure 


caroful serntiny and audit of all accounts, hut it would safeguard the treasurer general 
or board ag icks upon his or their personal integrity. 
‘“T mado this suggestion to tho Persian Government some time ago, and informed 


the Foreign Office, But I shall bo obliged if you would again transmit it to the 
Foreign Office on the present occasion,” 


Tt is perhaps necdless for me to add that the colleagues referred to in my letter 


of the 21st September wero those with whom I am associated in the Anglo-Persian 
‘groups. 


Tam, &e. 
C. GREENWAY. 





(42404) No. 28. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived October 9.) 
(No. 548.) 
'elographic.) ‘Tehran, October 9, 1912. 
YOUR ctogtam No, 614 of Sth October 
Samsam has assured mo privately that he is ready to resign at any moment and 
assist wishes of the two Governments in any way he can. 


Tt seoms to us inopportune that ho should resign at the present moment before 
We have received the delinite instructions of our Governments, 


(Confidential,) 
EU yeteterieoma ae he should return to his own country until 
Tang has had more time to establish himself and make permanent arrangements, 
Although Jang is now officially Mkhanj, Sumsam is a much more important man, and, 
Bakhtiaris cannot refrain from meddling, would be sure to cause trouble, Jang is 
doing most satisfactory work at present. 
(ont to embassy.) 
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42544) No, 29. 


Memorandum handed to Lord Revelstoke by M, Sazonof at Balmoral, September 21, 
1912 —(Communicated to Foreign Office by Lord Errington, October 10, 1912.) 


L'ACCORD survenu entre Ia Deutsche Bank et Messrs, Lynch, les pourparlers 
engagés par M. de Gwinner avec les financiers francais, Ia sitnation en Porse elle- 
mime, exigent impérieusement la construction d'un chemin de fer reliant le réseau 
russe i Téhéran, Cette ligne est une partio intégrante du, projet pour lequel sfest 
formée la Société d'Etudes siégeant 4 Paris. Cette societé, dans laquelle sont 
représentées les principales banques frangaises et russes ot des forees financidres 
anglaises également sériouses, réunit tous les éléments nécessaires pour effectuer les 
tudes, obtenir la concession et mener A bien cette entreprise. i 

Dans les cireonstauces actuclles, Venvoi des délégués de ln Société a'IStudes paratt 
urgent. Il serait désirable que ces délégués pussent obtenir du Gouvernement 
persan Vautorisation nécessaire pour Tos études, ainsi qu'une option ou un droit de 
préférenco pour la ligno entidre, La question du_troncon nord, situé dans In zone 
russe, est sullisamment mfire A Vheure actuelle, La Société d'Itudes est tombée 

imement d'accord sur Vorganisation dos étucles i cet effot. Par contro, celle do la 
partioméridionale de la ligne parait beaucoup moins avancée, les études do cette partie 
Gant remises une date ultéricure, d’accord avec une proposition des participants 
anglais. 

serait pomiblo, tout ondasandant oul Gouveraementporenu une autorigatiod 
A’études (avec option) globale et aussi générale que possiblo, do garantir los intérdts 
quo le groupe anglais représente dans la Société d'Etudes par un accord. préalable 
centre les divers groupes qui la composent, afin de subordonner toute activité de ld 
société dans Ia zone anglaise aux désirs du groupe anglais. Celui-ci pourrait. ainsi 
obtenir, comme faisant partie de Ia Société d'ltudes, une antorisation d'études ot 
uno option dont Vexercice serait remis, au gré du groupo anglais, de fagon a 
garantir les intéréts britanniques. En méme temps, les éléments sériewx qut sont 
entrés dans ce groupe et qui ont participé financidrement. & In Société d'ftudos 
obtiendront, griice & cette procédure, uno garantic suffisante de lour droit de préférence 
contre toute tentative d'autres groupements, 

Une autre maniére de procéder, par exemple, une demande adressée an Couvorne- 
ment porsan par les groupes frangais ot russe souls, produirait, une impression trbs 
fichouse ot serait, sans doute, utilise commo indice d'un dissentiment profond entre 
la Grande-Brotagne ot Russie. Par conséquent, Venvoi rapide dno déldgation 
composée dan frangais, d'un anglais et d'un russe ‘paralt néeossaire. Dans co but, 3] 
serait désirable qu'une’ indication de co genre fat faite par lo Gouvernement de ‘Sa 
Majesté britannique an groupe anglais de Ia Société d'Etudes, Les porsonnalites 
Aésignées pourraiont contribuer par une étude. sur place et pat leurs attaches dans lea 
grandes banguos de Londres, Paris ot Saint-Pévorsbonrg a In solution du probldme 

inancier en Perse. 





(42460) No. 30. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 
(No. 549.) 
(Telegraphic.) ‘Teliran, October 10, 1912, 
FOLLOWING is repetition of telegram No, 85 of 9th October from Meshed :— 


Daring tour just concluded T have been in proximity to two ‘Turkoman raids, 
and have collected the strongest possible evidence that, not only are they instigated by 
Russian commissioner at Gunbad Kabus, but that Russian ‘Iurkomans, even Cossacks, 
take part in them,’ 


(Sent to India and St. Petersburgh.) 








[42582] No. 31. 


Sir, W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 
, 550) 
(ieiceraphio) 2 Tehran, October 10, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 616 of 14th September: Lease of Khor Musa, 
Following from Bushire, No. 238 of 9th October :— 
“My telegram No. 220. 
“Te seems urgont that decision should be arrived at soon.” 





(42543) No. 32, 
Sir I’, Bertie to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 
Paris, October 10, 1912. 


of Porsia is in Paris and asks to seo me to-morrow 
Have you any instructions to give me? 





(40162) No. 33. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

‘No, 1020.) 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, October 10, 1912, 

‘FOUR talogeam No, 998 of 31d Soptombor: Porsian Crown jonela 

‘You should ascortain from Minister for Foroign Affairs the results of his enquiries 
at Paris in royard to the prospects of a Persian loan. If there be any. difficulty as to 
security for a loan you might suggest that the Persian Crown jewels might afford one, 
We shiould proveni as far as passible any independent sale of them unless a proper 
control over expenditure of the proceeds were guaranteed. 





(42652) No. 34. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received October 11.) 


Sir, India Ofiee, October 10, 1912, 
IN roply to your letter dated the 24th September, 1912, regarding the proposed 
Tease of Kor Mugs, Tam directed by the Secretary of Stats for India to foward for 
tho information of the Sceretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
tho Sth Ootobor, 1912, that has been received from the Government of India on the 
subject, and to say that he conenrs in the eaurse proposed by Sir E. Grey. 
\Wih rofereneo to telogram dated the 18th Soptembor from His Mojstys Minstor 
Tam to suggest that it would be advisable to take any opportunity that may 
offer of procuring an amendment of article 4 of the syndicate’s draft contract in the 
sense proposed by Sir P, Cox. 
Tam, &e. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


Enclosure in No. 34, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telographic.) P. October 8, 1912, 
KHOR, 
See your tolegram dated the 28th ultimo. , 
Proe recommended in telegram dated 13th ultimo from resident, Persian 
Gulf, has my concurrence. 
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(42603) No. 35. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 11.) 


io. 360.) 
GSiegesphioy R St, Petersburgh, October 10, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 976 of 5th October: Prime Minister. 
inister for Foreign Affairs agreed, and said that he would send necessary 
instructions to Russian Minister at Tehran, 


He told me that question of sending troops to Tehran had not been raised. 





(42603) No. 36, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 617.), 
(Telegrapltic.) Foreign Ofice, October 11, 1912. 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 360 of 10th October: Prime Minister, 

You are authorised to act in the sense of my telegram No, 976 of 5th October to 
St Totenburgh mhen your Russian colleague i sinilarly instructed 

In view, however, of the last paragraph of your telegram No, 548 of 9th October, 
I should be glad to’ hear what proposal you have to make regarding Samsam-os- 
Sultanch. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1028.) 





(42840) No. 37, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Groy.—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 551.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 12, 1912, 

RUSSIAN Minister told me yesterday that a new force amounting to about 

th 12 guns was about to be sent to the neighbourhood of Khoi, Rus 
r said that he did not himself thoroughly understand object of the movo, but 

he believed intention is to cause withdrawal of Turkish forces. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(42652) No, 38. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
ei) ward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(elographic.) Foreign Office, October 12, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 550 of 10th October: Khor Musa. 
J approve suggestion proposed in Sir P. Cox's telegram of 13th Soptombor,(n00 


Your telegram No, 516 of 14th Septembor), and you should instruct him to act 
accordingly. 





(42544) No, 39. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie 
(So. 508, 
ir, f Foreign Ofice, October 12, 1912, 

T TRANSMIT to, your Excollncy horowith copy cfm ioosioonaen Ste oe 
handed to Lord Revelatoke, the chairman of tho British group of the Soctéte 
@Etude,” by the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs during his Pxcelloney’s visit at 
Balmoral. 

A representative of that group has since been over to Paris to ascertain the views 
of the French group as regards the dispatch of a representative to Persia, and since his 
return has reported that the French group were very much disinclined to take any such 
Action, and, moreover, felt strongly that the whole scheme would lead to nothing. He 


* Also to Sir G. Buchusan (No, $43), mutatis mutandis, 
(1591) Be 
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added that their views would probably have great eight with the French Government. 

‘The British group had taken no definite decision on the point, and would like to 
know before the 24th October what view His Majesty's Government would take in 
consequence of the attitude of the French group. 


‘Your Excellency should accordingly enquire the views of the French Government 
on the subject. 


[To St Petorsburgh only J] 
Tshall be glad to recdive a reply by telegram. 


(42835) No. 40, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey —(Reeeived October 13,) 





St. Petersburgh, October 12, 1912. 
YOUR telogram No, 1020 of 10th October. 

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs said he had discussed the question of loan 
with representatives of the three groups at Paris; that they had at first asked for 
guarantees by the two Governments; that he had told them that this was impossible, 
and had suggested that the experts whom “ Commission d'Etudes” were actin out 
‘about the railway should study the financial question also and endeavour to discover 
sone soureo of roventie that would serve as a guarantee, ‘The French and English 
had replied that thoy would prefer to send out financial agents of their own, and 
his Excellency had thereupon urged them to send them out at once with the experts 
from “ Commission d’Ktudes.”” He had no objection to make to your suggestion about 
tho Crovwn jewals but said that they would ouly cover about a sixth part in all of 

he loan: 

Mis Excollency said that until the Persian Government consented to grant Sulfa 
concession it was utterly useless for him to ask Minister of Finance to advance a single 
penny. 





(42855) No, 41. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved October 13.) 
(No, 367.) 
Tologgraphic.) St. Petersburgh, October 13, 1912, 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that a new candidate for the 
Regency had been put firward at Tehran in the f the Kajar Prince Moubassak-ed- 
Dowleh, and that, in view of difficulty of imposing Saad-ed-Dowleh as Regent, his 
Excellency was disposed to support him: 





(42987) No. 42. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 14.) 
No. 199.) 
ir, ‘Tehran, September 25, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a note which I addressed 
to the Persian Government on the 18th instant on receipt of your despatch No. 158 of 
the 6th ultimo, presenting @ claim for 8051. on account of thefts from various 
consignments of eases dispatched during the current year from Bushire to His Majesty's 
troops at Shiraz, 

T have now received a reply from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that 
telographic instructions have been sent to the new Governor-General to deal with the 
question immediately on arrival at his post, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No. 42; 
Sir W. Townley to Persian Government. 


‘Your Highni ehran, September 18, 1912. 

© 1 REGRET tohave tocall your Highness attention to a acres uf claine which His 
Majesty's Government have against the Persian Government on account of'the plundering 
‘of cases consigned to His Majesty's troops at Shiraz, 


1, During the months of January and February last certain cases were subjected 
to interfer. nce by road-guards between Bushire and their destination, as n result of 
which many articles, the property of His Majesty's Government, were stolen: the 
articles in question comprise binoculars, stirrups, boots, blankets, reins, clothing and 
supplies generally, the total value being 2001, acai 

A cltmn for this amount wan presented in duo form tothe loail authorities at Shires 
on the 2nd March, but no settlement has yet been effected. 

2, On the dist August His Majesty's acti ul at, Shiraz informed me that 
consignment of eases coming up from Bushire vid Firuzabsd had been plundered, ‘The 
loss of Government, regimental and private property, was estimated at 165/,; the 
principal articles stolon were saddlery, medical stores, provisions, wines, clothing and 
‘other stores and parcela. A certain proportion of the plundered goods have been 
recovered, but a claim for 80L—the value of those which have been permanently lost— 
has been presented. ah, 

8, Some wine and clothing, also the property of His Majesty's troops, wero atlon 
at Kamarij and in the earavanserai at Ju'afer Jinn by Khorshid) and 'road-guards 
respectively in March last. Claims for 101, in all were presented to the local authoritios 
‘on the Sth and 18th April respectively, but have not, been settled. 

4 Rations, clothing and horpechow—to) the value cf 161—havo recently, boon 
pilfered by road-guards at Mian Kotal from cases consigned to His Majesty's troops at 
Shiraz, 


Fam instructed by my Government to bring the total claim of 8051, on nceount of 
thefts of Government and regimental property to the notice of the Persian Goverament, 
and to request your Highness to be so good as to take such steps as may be necessary 
in order to effect an early settlement of this claim, 

Tavail, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





{42920} No, 43, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Reecived October 14.) 
{lelegraphic) ehran, October 14, 1912, 
MY telegram No, 545 of 7th October. : 
Salar-ed-Dowleh is reported to be on the road between Hamadan and Kazvin, It 
is variously stated that he is at the head of a force of 2,000 men, and almost alone, 
secking to take bast in the Russian consulate, 
(Gent to embassics{y] and St. Petersburgh.) 





[42876] No. 44. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived October 14.) 

». 553. 
fee ic.) Tehran, October 14, 1912. 

Your telegram No. 617 of 11th October. 

Russian Minister had received no instructions yesterday. , 

Tf Samsam-ed-Dowleh remains out of office, I shall endeavour to persuade him to 
remain in Tehran for the winter, unless he decides to go to Europe. He has expressed 
intention to do this, 
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Persian Government anticipate that the lines upon which the election for a 
Modjliss con ho held will bo decided at an important meting to be held to-day. 
When asked my opinion on the subject, I roplied that it seemed inadvisable to take 
any definite action until it was ascertained whether the Regent intended to return. 
My Russian colleague held similar language. 


(43401) No. 45. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 15.) 
(No, 360.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, October 15, 1912. 
TEHRAN telegram No. 553 of 14th October: Joint steps to secure appointment 


of Saad-ed-Dowleh ax Prime Minister. 
‘Minister for Poroign Affairs assures mo that instructions have been sent. 





(42855) No. 46. 


Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
(Ry 621.) u y 
Welegraphio) Foreign Office, October 15, 1912. 
SING, BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 367 of 13th October : Moubassak-ed-Dowleh: 
Candidate for Regency. 
Pleaso furnish your observations on this Prince. 





(43447) No. 47. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Reeeived October 16.) 


India Ofice, October 14, 1912, 

@ to tho letter of this Offico, dated tho 2nd October, 1012, regarding 
the proposed erection of a lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib Island, Tam directed by the 
Marquess of Creve to inform you that, while he is not prepared to assent to all the 
detailed objections set out in the telegram of the Government of India, he accepts their 
conclusion that His Majesty's Government should endeavour to obtain a concession 

i would allow a British lighthouse to he built at their own cost and to be worked 
entirely by themselves. 

‘Pho concession should take, if possible, the form of a Tease of a site by the 
Persian Govornment for 99 years, an assurance being at the same time given that it is 
not intended to fly the British flag on the lighthouse or to infringe in any way the 


of the lease, should be recognised by the Persian 
cation should be put forward and tho terms in which it should be made might, 
i{Socrlary Sir Grey thinks A, bo lft to the discretion of His Majsiys Minster af 
roliran, 

In the event of failure to secure the concession, the Marquess of Crewe would 
propose to let the matter stand over for the present, on the chance of more fayourable 
terms heing obtainable later or funds being available to permit of the provision of a 
light-ship instead of the proposed lighthouse. 

Tam, &c. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 





(43472 No, 48. 
India Office to Foreign Ofiee—(Received October 16.) 
Sir, India Office, October 14, 1912. 


IN reply to your letter dated the 7th instant, respecting the traffic in arms in 
Fars, | am directed by the Secretary of State for India to inform you that he is 
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[43458] No. 46 4. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. {Received October 16.) 


Sir, India Office, October 14, 1912. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 25th July, 1912, regarding the lighthouse 
dopdt on Abadan Island, Tam directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose 
for the information of the Seeretary of State for Foreigm Affairs, copy of the corres 
pondence upon the subject. eas 

Tam to suggest that, if Secretary Sir B, Grey sees no objection, the memorandum, 
of which copy is enclosed, be now communicated to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

On learning that this has been done, the Marquis of Crowe would propose, subject 
to the concurrence of Sir B, Grey, to address to the Government of India the telegram 
‘of which a draft is herewith submitted. 


The favour of «very early reply is requested. 
a 


im, &e. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


Enelosure 1 in No. 46.4. 


The Marquess of Creve to the Government of India, 
P. India Ofice, August 2nd, 1912. 


Secretary, 
which térms are stated below. 
Papers were sent by mail of 26th ultimo :— 
1, Lease to Government of India, for 4) years from 9th May, 1912, at a rental of 
11, per annum por acre, of area for depdt up to total of two aer ‘ 
2, Execution at actual cost, plus reasonable remuneration, of works referred to in. 
penultimate paragraph of letter dated 25th April, 1912, from ‘Trinity House (estimates 


to be furnished later for this item). “nels a, 

%3. Supply of oil in accordance with specification in letter from ‘Trinity House, 
dated 25th April, paragraph 9. % ‘ 

‘4. Erection of tanks referred to in India Office memorandum of Ist ultimo, 
paragraph 3, aia wane 

5, Execution of any other building or engineering work in connection with scheme 
for lighting, &c., that may be required locally. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 46.4. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegeaphic.) P. September 20, 1912. 
LIGHTHOUSE depot. 

See your telegram dated the 2nd ultimo. ” F 

Tagree to conditions being accepted ; but before site is decided on I recommend! 
‘that ground plans showing proposed buildings and connection with landing jetty, should 
be drawn up for our approval by manager of oil company and commander of 
“Lawrence” in concert. Reference is invited to my telegram, 24th June, 1912, in 
regard to the fourth point. 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 46 a, 


Trinity House to India Ofice. 

Sir, October 7, 1912. 
WITH reference to your letier of the 6th August last, further relative to the 

a elahment ofa lighthouse depot on the island of Abadan, [ am directed to state as 

follows :— 


‘As regards the request of the Government of India, referred to in the second 
paragraph of your letter under reply, to be furnished with plans and specifications of 
tho work referred to in the penultimate paragraph of my letter of the 25th April last, 
the Elder Brethren understand that Mr. Homer, one of the engineers in charge of the 
lighthouses in Burmah, has been appointed to the lighthouse service in the Persian 
Gulf, and Tam to suggest that it would be the better course to refer the matter 
to him, 

He would then confer with the local representatives of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company and arrange with them the best location for the depot convenient to all 
parties, and the amount, description, and cost of the accommodation which bis 
‘experience of lighthouse work in the east leads him to consider to be necessary 

's togards tho supply of a 10-ton travelling crane through the ‘Trinity House for 
erection on the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's wharf at ‘Abadan, competitive tendors 
have been obtained, 

Owing to the narrown auge of the tramway (3 feet) it was necessary 
that the crane should be provided with a considerable balance weight, with the result 
that iv is found that the approximate weight of the crane when travelling with its load 
would not be lesa than about 60 tons. 

I was therefore thought desirable before considering the tenders to consult tho 
company’s engineers, who designed! the wharf in question, who were informed of the 
weight, 

‘They state that the weight of the proposed crane with its lond is beyond the 
carrying capacity of the wharf, and it feared that the cost of the structural 

vgthen iently to bear the load would be probil 

This thoroforo suggested that the idea of a travelling crane be abandor 

xeil crane be orveted instead on one of the ends of the jetty. 
crane could Lift its I sel alongside the wharf, and 
for conveyance to the buoy 

‘of this or would necessitate the construction of a pile 

foundation at a considerab ork, Twould suggest, should be carried out 

through the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, under the direction of their engineers, who 

‘ire in possession of all dotail drawings and are fully acquainted with the local 
conditions, 

‘The lowest tendor for the travelling Nl. (the ‘Trinity House estimate 
was 8002, and was approved by your depart 1. England. 

cost of a fixed ¢ is 3001., showing a saving of 
4001 on the cost of the travel ra vhicl would be available for the 
construction of the ions for the fixed crane, 
either case, ck for the conveyance of buoys from the pier would be 
necessary at an esti ost of LO0L, 

8 regards the final paragraph of your Letter, relative to the test of oil to be 
supplied by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Lam directed to acquaint you that the 
Elder Brethren vill be happy to carry out the necessary trials, &¢., therewith, 
informing you of the results obtained in due course. 

Thave, &e, 
(Kor Secretary) 
H. A. MEASOR. 
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inclined to think that action might with advantage be taken on the lines suggested by 
‘Mr. Consul Smart. 

Tam further to suggest, for Sir E, Grey's consideration, that the hands of the 
Sultan of Muscat might be strengthened in dealing with France if the Persian Goyern- 
ment were moved to address to him a formal protest against the unchecked export of 
arms from Museat to Persia nd a roqust forts discontinuance. 

am, &, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


143551] No. 49. 


Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived October 16.) 
(No. 372.) 
(elographic) 2. St, Petorsburgh, October 16, 1912. 
TEHRAN telegram No, 551 of 12th October: Russian troops at Khoi. 
Minister for, Foreign Affairs told me last night that the Turks had occupied threo 
fresh positions, and that Russian troops had consequently been sent to occupy certain 
points whence Turkish position could be turned. 





[43565] No. 50. 
Sir P. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 


[By Post] 
170.) 4 
telegraphic.) En clair. Paris, October 16, 1912. 

YOUR despatch No, 508 of 12th October. 

AM. Sazonof spoke strongly when in Paris to M. Poincaré in support of the dispatch 
to Persia of a Fronch representative on behalf of the Société d’ tudes, 

What M, Poincaré thinks will be arranged by the 
would see no objection, is that there should be two French represen 
railway specialist, who would probably bo M. Vitali,and tho other a finaneial specialist, 
who would be M. Bizat, who has almeady been employed in Persia, is appreciated thoro, 
and would like to return to that country. 





[43702] No, 51, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived October V7.) 
(No. 554.) 
(Telegraphic. Teliran, Octobor 17, 1912. 

YOUR tetesram No. 621 of 16th October and St. Petersburgh tlogeam No. 807 
of 18th October; Moubassak-ed-Dowloh’s candidature, 

‘Tho idea that tho Princo referred to might prove a snitablo candidat forthe 
rogency must have originated at St. Petersburgh. It was first suggested in a telegram 
to the Russian Minister, who was as surprised as myself at the suggestion. He has 
ccoupied the position of Minister of the Court for some timo, and is suid to be devoted 
to tho young Shah. He is an amiable nonentity, without brains or education, 

1 put forward his name as a possible Regent in discussing various candidates with 
the Prime Minister yesterday. His Highness at once said he would not be accepted 
either by the people or the clorgy, and added that it is generally belioved that he puts 
18,000 fomans a-month out of the 30,000 tomans allowed for the Shah's household 
into his pocket, 

Both the Prime Minister and Sardar Assad areof opinion that Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, 
who was candidate when the present Regent was elected, would be the est 
would work with Saad-ed-Dowleh as Prime Minister, and it is hard to find at 
who would. He is not agreeable to the Russian Legation, as he was at one time Prime 
Minister with a democratic Cabinet, but he is not himself'a democrat, 


(1591) 1 
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Iwill telegraph again after hearing the views of other leading persons and after 
further consultation with my Russian colleague, 

An ultimatum is being sent to the Regent by the Government summoning him to 
Fotur at once otto resign. Tt is most important the matter shouldbe sated as soon 
as possible, 

(Gent to embassy.) 





[43709] No, 52. 


nyo 555)" Boley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Recieed October 11.) 
(No, 555, 


(Telegraphic.) Hn claim, 


Tehran, October 17, 1912. 
MUKHBER arrived Shiraz yesterday. ee 





(43859) No, 53. 
Zdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Foreign Office, October 17, 1912. 

LYNCH requests your support in negotiations for extension of his concession, 
which ho thinks only requires that to be signed. 

Subject to omission of all mention of motors (eo my telegram No. 610 of 30th 
Soptembir), you may give 

Question of whether simple extension of the concession covers motors must be 
resorved for considoration when raiged in a practical form, 

(Repeated to St. Potorsburgh, No. 1050.) 





(43719) No, 54. 
Sin P, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 444, Confidential) 
Sir, - Paris, October 17, 1912. 

_ WITH reference to my telograin No. 160 of tho 10th instant, I have tho honour 
to inform you that the Regent of Persia, Nasr-ul-Mulk, paid mo a visit on tho 
16th instant, Me said that he h to see ane some days. sooner, but owing to 
a misunderstanding on the ar Khan, the Persian Minister here, he had put 
off his visit, ‘The Porsian Minister had suggested that he should go to’ England to 

cuss with you Persian affairs. This was at the time of M. Sazonof's visit to 
England. He did not consider the moment opportune, and, moreover, ho. was on a 
private visi to Europe for reasons of health and he did not ‘think it constittionaly 
proper that ho should discuss matters with you unless he were accompanied by & 
Persian Cabinet Minister, ‘The Cabinet wished to get round this objection. by 
appointing Samar Khan. the Persian Minister at Paris, a Cabinet Minister ad hoe. 
‘his would have been a transparent shato, and he declined to act on it. 

‘The Nasr-ul-Mulk desired, he said, to put before His Majesty's Government 
through me the considerations which he had already communicated to my Russian 
colleague for submission to M, Sazonof. ‘The constitution of Persia required amend- 

, for, a8 Regent, ho had responsibility without power, and all the faults of the 
Ministers, against which he had no remedy, were put upon his shoulders, and unless 
ho wero given proper authority he would ‘not be disposed to reassume the office of 
Regent. He had heard from the Persian Minister here that there had been discussions 
dotween M. Sazonof and you in rogard to the Regeney, and that the name of Saad-ed- 
Dowleh had, been. suggested as his successor. He would be happy to assist in any 
way the British and Russian Governments might consider advisable to further the 

for the appointment of Saad-ei-Dowch or of any other Persian 
them, 


y 
‘The Nast-ul-Mulk further wished me to submit to you a request which he had 


81 


not mentioned to M, Isvolsky for communication to the Russian Government. Tt was 
that if he ceased to be Regent provision should be made for him to enable him to live 
Cither in Europe or Persia as he might think fit to do, and that in the event of his 
returning to his own country he should receive proper protection, 
Thave, &e. 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 


(43844) No. 55. 
Treasury to Foreign Offce.—(Reeeived October 18.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, October 17, 1912. 
IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant, forwarding a copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty's Ministor at ‘Tehran, reporting that the chief manager of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia at’ Tohran advocates that the various instalments of interest for tho 
service of the Anglo-Indian loan, the Imperial Bank loan, and the recent advances 
made by His Majesty's Government should he brought into line as regards the date of 
payment, Iam directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesiy’s Treasury to 
Inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that, provided that tho India Office agree, they concur 
in his proposal to inform Sir W. ‘Townley that he approves the proposal of the chiof 
manager of the bank, 
s Tam, &o. 
ROBERT CHALMERS. 


(43914) No. 56. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 


Gs 


(Telegraphic) Devan, October 18, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 547 of 8th October, 

My Russian colleague, who is still in the country, haw received information that 
Salar-cid-Dowleh is within 40 miles of Tehran, He thinks this daring move must mean 
that he has supporters here upon whom he ean rely, and that grave disorders ate to be 
feared. 

He has accordingly warned the general at Kazvin to be ready to march on ‘Tehran 

ment’s uotice, and to do so without instructions, should telographic and 
telepho ications be interrupted. He suspeots the democrats and the 
mujaheds here of being in league with Salar-ed-Dowleh. All this he wrote me late last 
night. 
< I replied that I quite concurred in his communication to the Russian general, as a 
precautionary measure, but added that I did not anticipate serious trouble, 
Ly information is to the effect that Salar-ed-Dowleh is somewhere in the triangle 
firmed by Hamadan, Kazvin, and ‘Tebran, but the Government, themselyes do not know, 
is exact whereabouts nor the number of his following, This is probably small, as he 
must have travelled quickly, ‘There is considerable dissatisfuotion in the town with 
the present administration, and naturally considerable excitement at the rumoured near 
approaches, but T cannot ascertain that there is any. serious danger of a popular 
movement in his favour, though the occasion may be made use of to organise a demon. 
stration against the Bakhtiaris and the Government, Preparations for police and 
military measures atv being taken, 


(Very Confidential.) z i : 

‘Tho Russian Minister seems to hanker after an occasion to bring Russian troops 
to Tehran. I think he is anxious to bring off a coup before going on leave, and under 
the present circumstances there seems to be no real need for the presence of troops, 
as the Government can cope with the situation in my opinion. 

‘The democrats and the mijaheds are also anathema to my Russian colleague, 











82 


[43878] No. 57. 


nto, gory 57 Pome to Sir Hac Orey— (Received October 18.) 
No. 55% 
‘dlegraphic,) R, Tehran, October 18, 1912, 
MY telegram No. 551 of 12th October, 
Following from 1 , No. 93, 17th October 


“Russian troops have begun to withdraw; about 2,3(0 left in the last two days. 
‘They have taken away with them two Persian prisoners, including Kerim Khan. 

“Petitions have been addressed to the Czar and my Russian colleague that troops 
he not withdrawn for fear of disorders, but the documents are the work of interested 
persons who have forced their followers to sign.” 


‘This is, presumably, a part of the force that has been operating a, 
Shwhsovans and must not bo confused with the troops mentioned in u 
0, 551, 
(Sont to St, Petersburgh.) 





(44082) No, 58, 5 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


No. 
topic) Foreign Offee, October 18, 1912. 

RUSSIAN Minister for Foreign Affairs learns that’an assembly of notables is 
about to moet at ‘Tehran to decide as to th ion of a Medjliss. His Excellency 
has told M. Poklowsky to discuss the matter with you, but he is of opinion that 
8 Medjliss should not be convoked until a stronger Rogent and a more stablo 
Govornmont aro established 

What is your opinion 2 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1067.) 





[44012] No. 59. 
Tndia Ofiee to Foreign Ofico.—(Reeeived October 19.) 


Sir, India Office, October 17, 1912. 
IN reply to your leiter, dated the dth instant, regarding a proposal to arrange for 
the sinultaiicous payment onth of the sums duo from the Persian Government 
in respect of the Anglo-Indi i 1904, the Imperial Bank loan, 
and the recent advanes His Majesty's Government, Tam directed to say that 
the Marquess of Orowe concurs in the instructions that Secretary Sir E. Grey proposes 
to uo to Hl Majesty's Minter at Tehran approving the ret 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 





(44029) No. 60. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received October 19.) 


THE UnderSeorctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
tho Secretary of State, copies of enclosures ina letter from the Foreign Secretary to 
tho Government of India, dated the 19th September, 1912, relative to Arabistan. 


India Office, October 18, 1912. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 60, 


Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


IN continuation of this office letter, dated 
to forward, for the information of the Gov y of a telegram, 
Mind adressed 16 


Enclosure 2 in No, 60, 
Consul Haworth to Sir W, Townley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Mohammerah, August 17, 1912, 
WITH reference to telegram No. 158 dispatched by your Excellency to resident: 
T have informed Sheikh of what has been said by your Excellency, and havo 
impressed upon him that he should be reassured by the fact that you aro. satisfied 
‘f the good faith of the Bakhtiaris 
‘accepted position on the recommendation of your Excellency, but lays 
stress on fact that Shuster was attacked by the Bakhtiari at the very. time that Minister 
had been assured by the khans that orders had heen issued forbidding any Sighti 
T am engaged on report dating from earliest records in this offica on Shei 
relations, 





(44114) No. 61, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octobor 19.) 
(No. 489.) 
(Telegraph Constantinople, October 19, 1912. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yestorday that hie had recommended. to 
Cabinet that Turkey should evacuate places in doubtful territory on tho Turco: Porsia 
ch had been occupied since 1905, His Excellency express 

Cabinet would agreo to this. If ¢ not com fon, qu 
would be submitted to Ha, ‘ion was in favour of Turkey she 
would naturally reoccupy: ‘question. His Bxeelleney. trusted, however, 
that if Turks evac now Russians would not seize opportunity to occupy 
to reply in a day or two to Persian note, agreeing 
ongation of sitting of commission for a month or two, 
is Excellency added that he conceived that Russia could not occupy territory in 
question without a breach of tho Anglo-Iussian agreement regarding Persia, 





[43914] No. 62, 


Sir Bdtcard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
No, 1076, 
Telegraphic.) reign Office, October 19, 1912. 

SIR W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No. 556 of 18th October. 

Express to Russian Government the hope that no troops will be sent to, Tehran 
unless the situation urgently demands them, and that so far as our information 
there is at present no need to apprehend 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 
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[44083] No. 63. 


r Bdard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 202.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1912. 

THE Persi ister called on the 18th instant and said that he had just returned 

from Paris, where ho had been to see the Regent. ‘The latter had askeil him to lot his 
ws in regard to his return to Persia be known here confidentially. He was loth to- 
rotum to Tehran, as he said he was unable to do anything there; the dissensions and 
disturbances in the Government w too much for him, and he felt that he was. 
for goodin Persia. The Mi ad told him ived telegrams 
‘an saying that the Persian Government w desire to support 
returned, and were very ould return. The Regent, 
r, thought otherwi The Mi ter said that the Regent had not given him 
any indication that he intended to return again at all. ‘The most he could say was 
that the q is going back to Persia was left open, ‘The Regent had then 
red to Sir KF 's conversations with M. Sazonof, and he said that he had 
inderstood that the latter had given it to be: derstood that Russia preferred the 
Appointinent of the Suad-od-Dowleh as Regent, If that we he (the Regent) 
had no wish to st the way. 

‘Phe Minister then asked i had been dis- 
he had heard that the Ge eC cated with the 
ions on tho subject. He was informed that nothing definite had boon 

Tam, &o, 
E. GREY, 





[43458] No. 61, 


Roreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
(Confidential, 3 2 ee 
Sin, 
WITH reference to previous correspo 
i 46 make the, following commun 
1. His Majesty's Government accept the o Oil Compan; 
to Jeaso to the Government of In 1 depot om the 
island of Abadin al of two neres y-nine years from 
th Lof 1, per 
As repay the location of the sito, 
that the comininder-of tho Royal Indian 
of the company should draw tip’ in eone 
Duildings iat aro required: by 
Jetty. Ilis Majesty's Goverment. support this suggestion, and would be glad if the 
company will issue the necessary instructions to their local representativ 
Subject to approval of the estimates, His Majesty's Gov itaccopt the offer 
of the company to cary out the works required in counecti tho depét at actual 
Cost, plus  Feasonable remuneration to be settled in such manner 4 be agreed 
hereafter, ‘These were shortly descritied in the letter from the ‘Trinity House to the 
India Oifiee, dated the last, and the company asked in their letter of 
19th duly to be supplid with p il specifications by the Elder Brethren, It 
! iggested by the latter that the question of the plans and 
should be referred to an officer of the Government of India appointed to 
with tho lighthouse sorviee of the Persian Gulf, vermment are being 
formed! of this sugxestion, and requested, if they see no objection, to issue the 
instructions to their officer, 
y's local reprosentat 
ifvinntion that bem 


i 
1 that the Elder Brethten have recently suggested the 

r the travelling crane at first proposed of a fixed crane to carry a load 

of 10 tons, ond tt they have recommended that a pile foxndation should be 
constructel for it under the direction of the company's engineers. This is a matter 
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that will presumably be investigated by the officer of the Government of India 
Tocally. 

5. The same applies to the character and capacity of the oil-tanks proposed to be 
provided. 

6. As regards the offer of the company to supply oil for illuminating purposes, 
the matter will be further considered on the completion of the necessary trials, &c., by 
the Trinity House. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(44129) No. 63 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived October 20.) 
(No. § 
Telegraphic.) R, Teliran, October 20, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 597 of 20th Septembes 
Consul ac Shiraz reports that owner of garden ocoupied by British troops now 
demands 100 tomans rent a-month, and threatens to telegraph to London unless his 
terms are agresd to or his garden evacuated, to the effect that his property is being 
occupied against his wil 
‘Actinye consul rupresents that rent asked is exorbitant, bat that if the troops ato 
ed within six months to,do so will entail less expense than tho carrying out of 
tailing compensation, which has already been made to owner. He 
icless asks for authority to refuse terins, and wait until the proprietor agrees to 
his offer, 
instructing acting consul to seek good offices of Governor-General,  Tmuch 
hope that it say be found possible to carry out withdrawal of the heat within six 
months, and it seems undesirable for a diffrence in expenditure that would amount to 
about 101, a-month to risk ereating ill-feoling at Shiraz, 





[44130] No, 66. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeoived October 20.) 
(No. 559.) 
.) Tehran, October 20, 1912, 
FOUR elogram No. 625 of 18th October. 
ission composed of fifty-six members selected from various classes has 
ral sittings to discuss how new elections ean be held. Sard 
Teannot make out that much progress has ns 
appe ridely as. to the most suitable procedure, poople 
contest constitutional legality of commission altering. the hy tho 
Jast Medjliss. change urge that spectal cireumstancos of situation 
justif consti jon, 
Russian Minister is much opposed to all idea of a Modjliss, but the popular 
dex ily, and prolonged postponement of convocation of a 


danger of grave d 
considerable ti 

‘There are difficulties in the way of electing a Re hont a Medjliss, as it is 
contended that under articl ation, if no Medjliss should bo. sitting, last 
‘one must be conyoked afresh to choose a Regent. ho impossible, but tho 
precedent established in of first Regent could be followed. Ho was elected 
by a specially convoked assembly of notables, 

My Russian colleagu 4 best course would bo to bring. pressure to 
bear on present Regent to name Saad-ed-Dowleh Prime Minister, leaving etait ofa 
new Regent for some months 

All the important people T have. secn concur in opinion that Mustant 
would make the best] Regent, but tho Russian Minister strongly disappro 
selection. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh has been invited to return by Prime Minister, and Regont has 
deen pressed to say whether he intends to return or not. 
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[44131] No. 67. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdweard Grey.— (Receive 20) 
800) y "y—(Reecived October 20.) 
(Telegraphic.) Re 
MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 
Sand-ed-Dowleh’ has replied to telegram from Prime Minister in grateful terms, 
‘and annonnees his intention of returning to Persia at an early date. 





Tehran, October 20, 1912. 








(44132) No. 68. 
eta) Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 20.) 


(elegraphic.) Re 

MY telegram No. 556 of 18th October. 

ed-Dowleh has at Jast, after being lost for two days, been located at 

Sonjhoulak, a placo about 40 miles. from here to the north of Kazvin road. A force 
of Bakhtiaris and gendarmes is proceeding thither to-morrow in the hope of effecting 
his capture, It is not improbable that he will oscape to Mazanderan and join certain 
disaffected persons in that province. 

(Sent to St, Petorsburgh,) : 


Tehran, October 20, 1912, 











[44125] No. 69. 
Sir @, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
i 880, 
Tolegaphie) R St. Petersburgh, October 20, 1912. 
‘OUR despatch No, $43 of 12th October. 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that as result of enquiries made in 








Paris they now learn that F 


mch group, with consi 
prepared to sond M, 


t of French Government, are 
as financial expert to Tehran, 








(441865) No. 70. 


W. Townley to Sir Edward 6 





(Received October 21.) 





i 2000), 

Sir, Tehran, September 25, 1912. 
WITIL reference to my telegram No 427 of the 28th July and to 

telegraphic correspondence, ending with Sir George Buchanan’ 

the 27Hh August, [have the honour to transmit to you here 

written by tho Russian consul in Seistan to the chief of the Nakhiat tribe, taking the 

chiof and cortain othicrs under Russian protection, 



















Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in 





70. 


Russian Consul, Seistan, to Chief of Nakhai Tribe. 

(Translatio 
‘Yo Mnsain Kuli Khan, Seistan, June 7, 1912, 

THIAVE seen the potition you have submitted to the Imperial Russian consulate 
appealing for protection for yourself, brother, and dependents, In accordance with 
your petition aud by means of this document T make it known to you that from the 
ate of this document you should consider yourself, brother, and your dependents 
protection of the consulate of the Imperial Ru in Government in Seistan 
and Kain, Should anyone try to oppress you, your brother, and your dependents, you 
should put the matter before the consulate, hich wil give its necessary support to 
Youi, your brother, and your dependents. 

T have nothing more to write. 




























BARON TOHERKESSOV. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 
No. 201.) 
ir, Teleran, September 29, 1912, 

IN my despatch No. 186 I had the honour to deseribe the state of anarchy 
prevailing in the neighbourhood of Shiraz during the period immodiately preceding 
the 4th Fer cener regret to have to state that since the above mentioned report 
‘was written there has been no improvement to chronicle in the condition of the province 
and that the warring factions of the Kashgai tribes continue to be the principal factor 
in making the situation in Fars extremely ae muieting. 

(On the 7th Soptember Mr. Smart reporiod that Soulet-s-Saltanch had endenvourod 
to bring his own tribe to the assistance of his rebel brother, Soulet-ed-Dowleh, ‘This 
attempt was frustrated by the Ikhani’s full brother, Salar Hishmet, who attacked and 
defeated him near Asepas and detained the tribe, ‘Souletes-Sultaneh fled with a fow 
men to Baiza where he found support from several smaller tribes who wore in revolt 
against the Ikhani's attempt to exact maliat, From Baiza he commenced intriguos 
with Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s licutenant at Siakh. Mr, Smart expressed’ the opinion that 
the whole revolt appeared to be a question of taxes, the revolting tribes seoming to 
want Soulet-es-Sultanch as Mkhani in preference to Sardar Ehteshom knowing, the 
former to be too weak to press for taxes. 

Negotiations between Soulet-es-Sultanch and the Nkhani, Sardar Ehteshion, then 
appear to have been conducted at Baiza whither the notorious Mohammed Ali also 
procoviled with aforce. ‘Though from his intercepted correspondence it did not appear 
That the later had decided to throw in his lotwvith Souleted-Dowel, bad heen such 
alarmed by the defeat of Soulot-vs-Sultanch and the consequent advance of the Ikhani. 

He was afraid that the continued pressure of the Kawam and the Ikhani fc 
surrender of th 
culminate 
the Tkhani 




























































Tikhiani has resigned Moh 
of loyalty. to the Kavva 
reparation for the sber-es-Sultanch, 
4as also informed Kawam that he has rejected Sonleted-Dowleh’s advances for an 
ian 
With regard to tho Ikbaniship, Haji Mohammed Kerim Khan, who is with Soulet- 
es-Sultancly and Mohammed Ali, has written to Kawam that the Kashgai tribes will no 
longer obey any Tkhani of the ruling family, and suggesting the appointment of Nasr~ 
ed-Dowleh, son of Kawamn bya Kashgai mother, as likhani, Kawam has rejected tho 
proposal and has telegraphed to the Central Goveroment suggesting that Soulites 
Sultaneli, without being nominated Mkhani, should bo entrusted to the caro of the 
tribes until the new Governor-General arrives at his post, and can come to 
some suitable decisi 
Ms. Smart’s opinion is that the disintogration of the Kashgais is now complete 5 
that the attempt of Sardar Ehteshem to re-establish the authority of the Hkhaniship, 
aand to collect’ maliat, has sigually failed ; that there seems, at present, no man strong. 
enough to renew the’ attempt, and that the Government will probably be compelled to 
divide up the tribes under several chiefs. 
the most unsatisfactory feature of theTsituation appears to be that Mohammed Alt 
or the moment, to have recovered lost grountk, He has now overthrown two 
Ukhanis, and is posing as @ king-maker. His hostile attitude towards Sardar Ehteshom 
‘was not unforeseen by the latter as, a fortnight ago, he informed Mr. Sinart that unless 
[91] 3, 
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the question of the surrender of the culprits were dropped, Mohammed Ali would 
certainly go against hin 
‘As regards. the position of the Government army which was to oppose Soulet-eg- 
Dowleh, the force, mainly composed af Kashgais, was encamped on the 7th 
round Chenar Rahdar, where it had been halted with a view to blocking the wa 
rovolted tribes Kawam-ul-Mulk maintained that it could not advance on § 
the Ikhani reached Baiza, from which point the southward movement of the tribes 
could be controlled. 
27th Soptember, howev' Smart reported that the Government army 
Shiraz refusing to remain in the field without pay, and that Souleted~ 
between Chenar Rahdar and Khaneh 
Phe app ir are however, 
owing to the advanced season, the Kashgais will hasten southwards without 
ig serious disorders in the Shiraz valley; this hope is encouraged by the fact 
hat the tribes seen determined not to light powr lee Peau yews of any momber of the 
ring. family. 
‘Tho latest reports, however, show that Kashgai riflemen are plundering in and 
round. the city, though the proseneo in Shiraz of some half-lozen Kasligai chiefs, who 
ily to the British, renders, in Mr, Smart's opinion, any serious danger to 


cidents oceurred yesterday in Shiraz. As roported in 
my tolege 5 is Imperial Bonk of Persia, his wife and child, 
‘wore returning homo at sunset on the 28th Soptember, and were attacked just outside 
the gate of their house by about a score of men, said to be Kashgais, armed with rifles 
and sticks, They, wero pulled off their donkeys, with which the robbers decamped. 
‘Phe Persian soldiers on guard at the manager’s house appeared on the scene and 
‘opened {iro on the robbers, who released two of the donkeys. With Colonel Douglas! 
permission, Mr Smart-has placed fifteon sepoys in the house of the bank manager (Ly 
miles from the consulate), and of Zeigler's manager: the latter lives with his wite next 
door to the bank. 

A Porsian servant of @ British resident staying with Mr, Smart was also returning, 
to the town on the same ovening, and was attacked by halfa-dozen riflemon just 
outside tho consulate, to which ho managed to ¢ 

Mr, Sinart. hay made the necessary ons to the local authorities, but it 
{a to bo feared that the latter, as in tho. tenant Fraser (seo my despatch 
No. 180), will be powerloss to apprehend the 

Whilo the above events havo heen taking place at or to the south of Shiraz, a 
ero ily soars nat tho Kavvaneul Mull to Abdo o meet the new Goran 

Jonoral, ns well as thirty other sowars following on the same errand, were attacked by 
a largo forco of Boir Ahmadis at Khanch Khurreh and fled, losing baggage, rifles and 


reachied Surmek apparently without loss of life. ‘The Boir Abmadi 
romain. in possossion of Khanch Khurroh, where they have eut tho telograph wires. 

hie interrupt tho province of Fars aro reported to have been more 

n over of late ° ptions between Dashtargin and. 

caused by orders to the Khans to prevent 

ve ig, th tribe ig wholly out of hand. Arabs and 

Detwveon Si Shiraz; Kashgais are doing the 

same between Shiraz ich Zi Gholams sent out to north or south to 

ropair the lines aro maltreated and stripes 

Insulators, stalks, brackets and stays aro being carried off wholesale and miles of 
wire aro being removed. 

On tho 28th September Mx. Smart reported that the Bushire and Ispahan roads 
swero closed for the moment and that no posts had come through from Bushire for a 
fortnight. 

‘A large caravan of pilgrims which has started for Bushire had been obliged to 
return to Shiraz, 

It will thus be seon that the situation in the province of Fars is a most 
msatisfactory one, Tt should, however, be borne in mind that the present is a moment 

1 disturbances may be expected as the tribes aro on the moye from their summer to 
their winter quarters. - ‘The advent of a new Governor-General is, moreover, frequently 
the signal in Persia for disorders to break out or be reniewed. Tn some eases this is 
duo to the apparent desire of evildoers to mnake the most of the opportunity when the 
hands of the out-going governor or the acting governor are weakened by the mere fact 
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that his term of office is drawing to a close. In other cases there is small reason to 
doubt that the local authorities intentionally make the situation as dificult as possible 
for tho new governor. In the present case it is presumable that both factors aro at 
work. Mukhber-es-Sultaneh told me before leaving Tehran that he was convinced that, 
the responsible local chiefs at Shiraz would do their utmost to make his task as 
dificult as possible on his arrival at his post, but he expressed confidence that he would 
nevertheless be able to cope with the sifuation. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





[44186] No. 72. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 
(No. 202,) 
ir Tehran, October 1, 1912. 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 132 of the 12th July last upon the subject 
‘of the sottlement of claims botween the Sheikh of Mohammerah and tho Bakhtiari 
Khans, I have the honour to report that I am in receipt of two most satisfactory 
telegrams from His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, informing me that the relations 
between the above-mentioned parties are so much improved that there will no longor 
be any neod of such a meeting as was proposed, because there is every reason for 
anticipating that they can now sottle their difference in an amicable and’ satisfactory 
manner. 

Major Haworth says that the sheikh is of opinion that any arrangoment made 
should be with the knowledge of His Majesty's consular officers, and suggests that 
‘when the two parties sign the agreement, they should exchange copies of the instrument 
through the intermediary of the British consul, who should also receive a copy. He 
is of opinion that such a proceeding would commit us to nothing, but that at would 
make it difficult for the parties concerned to go back on their word, which otherwise 
might only hold good as long as it was in the interost of ono or other of the partion 
concerned: Sir Perey Cox lus telegraphed his opinion that the agreement might 
Ye rogistered at the consulates at Mohammorah and Ahwaz, where copies would be 
taken of it for transmission to the higher authorities, 

Tt would appear to mo that it would suffice if copies of the arrangoment, wore 
communicated to the two consuls, but it is possible that it is considered desirable 
that more importance should he given to tho act than seems to mo necossary. Tam 
communicating further with Sir Porey Cox, 

Major Haworth also telegraphs that, largely owing to, the good relations existing 
etwween the sheikh and Amir Mujahed, who lias been appointed Governor of Bohbehan 
and Kugelui by Sardar Jang, the former has instructed tho chiefs of all his tribes 
fon that frontier to render all assistanco that he may require to Amir Mujahed, and 
hhas sent 100 men to mect the amir and accompany him as far as ho may desire, 
‘The sheikh has also written to all the Kuhgelui chiefs on his frontior with whom ho 
has friondly relations, warning thom that if they resist the amir ho will help hi 
wipe th 

‘This should augur well for a 1 timo on the Ahwaz-Tspahan road, provided 
that jealousies of the other khans do not lead to tribal disturbances, 

{had the honour to inform yon, Sir, in my telogramn No, £88 of tho 28rd ultimo, 
that the road was declared open for traffic. 

Thave, &. 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY, 


(44187) No. 73, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


Xo. 208) 
Sir, Ber, Tehran, October 1, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit Herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks. 


Thaye, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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Enclosure in No, 73. 


Summary of Eeonts in Persia for September. 


Tehran, 


‘The Cabinct—The Persian Minister in Paris, the Momtaz-es-Sultaneh, has been 
given the nominal rank of Minister of Education, on the supposition that he would 
the Regent to London on the occasion of the Russian Minister for Foreign 
visit to Balmoral. 
is some dissension among the Cabinet Ministers in Tebran, and three of 
them have lately ce igs 
Russian Railway Concession—M. Stanislas Podgourski has recently arrived ab 
‘Tehran on a special mission with regard to the JulfiTabriz-Urinia Railway concession, 
M, Porlgourski states on his card that he is “Ingénieur des Voies de Communication ; 
ictionniire pour missions spéciales du Ministdre des Finances; Président de la 
Société des Routes de Tauris et d'EnzcliTéhéran ; Président de la Société persane 
{is understood that he also is toapply foran extension 
to Kazvi 
ton and Colonel Radcliffe (formerly military attaché at 
Rome) arri in on the 20th September, left the 26th September, ‘They were 
the guests of His Majesty's Ministe 

The Brean he» Aftab," «seul journal, which is practically now the only 
owspaper appear recontly published several articles regarding the vit of 
the Russian Fore to England, Tt would seem that these articles, which 

aid great stress on the importance , werw inspired by the Government. 

G, P, CHURCHILL. 


Tabriz, 
‘Thore has been no serious fighting between the Russi id the Shabsevans. 


during th Acer ber of up their arms, but 
he 0 break through the Russian 


vofuge in Turkish, toreitory neral of Azerbaijan has 
mn cavalry and infin » Soujbouluk to out off this party. 
Azam nioved into Tabriz on the 19th September 


Gilan and Mazanderan, 


Mr, Worrall ‘at Resht on the 11th September, and took up his duties as His 
Majesty's acting vic 

‘Th a of the Russian troops forming the Astrabad garrison have moved into 
camp at Kareh:Su, 20 miles to the west of the town, where they are constructing 
Darnicks and making preparations for the winter 


Hamadan. 


On the gard Septomber Major Borell left Hawadan with a fore of ninety 
gendarme, with two guns borrowed se a large gathering of 
Tobbers assonnbled in’ the adj ‘up with, the robbers. on the 
27th Sop andl in th which ensued, was wounded, On the followin, 
ayo wt his oe to n accordance with what he believed to be the 
‘ordors of the commandant of the gendarme 

It transpired afterwards that the Governor of Hamadan, fearing an attack by some 
of Salas Dowleh’s followers, had altered the commandant’s order “to return the guns 
to Hamadan” into “to return to Hamadan with the whole force.” 


Meshed, 


‘The pr usual state of unrest, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Shalirud, where the roads have been blocked for the past ten days by a large party 
of Turkoman robbers, 

During the last week in August, Prince Dabija and General Redko left for Russia, 


On the departure of the latter, Colonel Drozdovski took over the command of the 
Russian troops in Khorassan and established his head-quarters in Meshed, 

His Majesty's cousul-zeneral reports that Russians have purchased a large tract 
of land at Kheirat, § miles from Shahrud. A report has also been received from 
the consular agent at Karez, saying that the present Russian garrison of fifteen 
Cossicks is to be increased to forty, and that quarters are being constructed for them. 

Amir Azam, formerly Governor of Kermin, has arrived at Shahrud, and is said to 
be intriguing for the governorship of Astrabad. 

Major Sykes, His Majesty's consul-general, left Meshed on the Ist September for 
a tour in the Bujnurd district, 

Tapahan, 

‘There hus been no improvement in the Kum and Sultanabad districts, Tn 
addition to the usual robberies of caravans, several Armenian villages in. the vicinity 
of Sultanabad have been plundered in the course of the past month by raiding parties 
of Lurs, Also, in the Fereidan district, the distress among the Armenian peasantry i 
said to be very great, owing to their oppression by the deputy governor and leading 
seyyids, 

*Mukhber-es-Sultanch, the Goyernor-clect of Fars, lg Tapahan_on the 18th 
September with an escort of 180 gendarmes, While halted at Kumishab, tho 
nndarmes were fired on in their billets during the night of the 25th-26th September, 
the Swedish officer in charge of the party attacked and dispersed the robbers, ‘The 
leader ofthe band, one Ali than, was taken prisonor al shot 

Sardar Jang is now in the heart of the Bakhtiari country with Captain Grey, 
His Majesty's vico-consul at Ahwaz, who reports favourably on the progress made 
towards the restoration of order, Amir M who was hostile to Sardar Jang ab 
the outset, has now come to terms with him, and has been appointed Governor of 
Behbehan. 

A caravan of Russian 


Yexd. 

Ustad Moliammed, who was reported in last month's summary to be advancing 
on Yezd, has left the district, A lange party of Boir Ahmedis, however, entered the 
Ardekan district during the latter half of September, and have been committing 

tions there ever since, 
governor, Assadullah Mirza, his resigned his appointment, but. his successor 
has not yet Leen appointed, 
Shiraz, 


Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s following is still in the vicinity of Shirar, and the n.ain road to 
Bushire is closed, 

Several Lands of Boir Ahmedis are reported to be in the Abadeh district, On 
the 25th September ono of these parties, numbering about 500, attacked some villages 
on the main road between Abadeh and Dehbid, ‘They were repulsed by the villagers 
‘and moved off in the direction of Dehbid, plundering several villages en route, 


Kerman, 
‘The various parties of robbers who have been plundering the districts to the north, 

and west of Kerman for some time past, received a series of defeats at the hands of 

Amir Mufakham, when the latter was on his way to take up his duties as Governor 

General of Kerman, Large quantities of stolen property have been teoovered, and in 

the various engagements tuo robbery aro\ reported to havo sufored somo 100 eau 
‘Amie’ Mufacham is at presont at jan, and intends to leave for Kerm: 

soon as he has arranged for the security of the Rafkinjan district, 


Kermanshah, 
On the 3rd September Salar-ed-Dowleh joined Yar Mohammed at Kermanshah, 
But on the 16th September, hearing that Farman Furma was 25 miles from the town, 
[1591] M 
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ee bere left without fighting, and the Governor-General entered Kermanshah 
‘a few days later: 

On the 22nd September the Bakhtiari and mujabid, who formed a part of the 
Government force, deserted Farman Farma and left for Hamadan. ‘The two legations 
brought strong pressure to bear on the Central Government to order the Bakhtiari and 
mujahid to return forthwith to Kermanshah, and it is now reported that they are on 
their way there, 

Dowleh proceeded from Kermanshah to Sennoh, where he collected as man; 
mon is possible, He’ is now. reported to bo on his way back to Kermanshah with 
Yar Mohammed Khan and a force estimated at 1,200 men. 

Some leading Kurds, recently in Kermanshab, informed His Majesty's consul that 
they dosired clostr relations with His Majesty's Government, They said that in the 
event of Russia annexing their territory they would become Turkish subjects. 

W. M. FORDHAM, Major, 
Military Auaché. 





(44188) No. 74. 


Sir W. Tnonley to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received October 21.) 
(No, 204, Secret.) ; 
ir, Teliran, October 2, 1912. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopies of the diary of the’ military 
attaché, Meshed, Nos 4, and 35, 


Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Buclosure 1 in No. 74. 


Diary of he Mititary Attaché, Meshed, for the week ending Auust 24, 1912. 


maL Summary, No, 33, 


Communications, 
(Secret) 

B91, Semirechya Rail 
A party of engindors is now studying th 
Chimkent. Bogtiver Yanalovell che heal of the p 
Doygin in (Russian) March of next yea 


Administration. 
2, Hepulsion of Jews.—hirteen Jews living at Askabad withont the necessa 
porinission haye boon expelled from Transeaspin, a 


Ethnography. 


393. Tnnigration of Kalmucks.—580 Kalmucks, who erossed the frontier in June 


ances in Chines» territory, have petitioned to be allowed to become 
Russian subjects and to settle in Semituchya, 


Geography. 
B04. Lpfect of Seismic Disturbances.—Tt has been found that the town of Vyerni 
now lies 6 ft. 1 in, lower than it did nineteen years ago. 


History. 


Distress in the Mangishlak Peninsula.—The relief operations terminated 
Deane mt rulief operations terminated on 
306. Visit of the Governor-General of Turkistan to St. Petersburgh—Ge 
BLasciei ur Wel some meeoee Petar ‘ midi eta 
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397. Mutiny near Tashikend—To the causes for discontent given in Diary 80, 
paragraph 364, must be added the irregular issue of clothing to the troops. Tt is said 
fhat some company commanders compelled their men to buy clothing at, their own 
expense, as it was not issued according to regulation by the intendance. It is, however, 
nov certain that the outbreak was to-a lange extent, political in character. ‘The village 
of Niasbez, close to the camp at Troitskoye (which itself lies 20 miles from Tashkend), 
‘was the centre of a revolutionary propaganda, Tt is reported. that the Tashkend 
garrison was in communication with troops at other stations, including Kushk, ‘The 
outbreak in the Troitskoye eamp, however, took place prematurely ; no disorders have 
been reported from other stations. i f : 

‘An enquiry is being opened under the presidency of Major-General Klimashevski, 

‘Three riugleaders (sappers) fled to Chimkent, where they have been arrested, ‘The 
risoners are being brought into Tashkend from Troitskoye in small batches, ‘The 
Tarkintan newspapers are not permitted to publish full account, and there are other 
indications that there is still tnrest among’ the. troops, Tho presont vist of the 
Governor-General to St. Petersburgh is said to by connected with the mutiny. 

398, Departure of the Russian Consul-General in Khorassans—Prince Dabija lett 
‘Meshed for Russia on sick leave on the 22nd August, 1912, 


4 Military 

399, Aviation—Lieutenant-General Galkin has been elected president, and Captain 
Pokrovski, of the general staff, seeretary of the new. ‘Turkistan Society. of Aviation, 
ich has now sventy-nine members, Tho eshool of aviation, whieh vill by opened 
shortly at Tasblend by the society, will take both military and private pupils, 1b will 
bo directed by M. Krifof, The ricecourse will be used for flights, The society owns 
two ueroplan 

400. Organisation.—Tio Torkintan Engiuioor Park how boct broken up. 

401. Reconnaiseance.—The mounted scout detachment of the 18th Turkistan Riflo 
Regiment has left to camy out an extended reconnaissance in continuation of a 
scheme of reconnaissances for the purpose of improvin, ing Russian maps of 
Khorwsan, Route: Meshed—mountains north-east. of Kuchan=Gaudan-Shirw 

ich will be reached about the 5th September. Tho detachment will rejoin 
at Askalud vid Robat, No recounaissanees have been carried out 
ly to the south or south-east from Meshed, 
Persian Governor of Bakhars as been warned that a panty of to ofc 
e Cossacks, and one gun (maxim 2), will shortly poss through bis district 


already w small post at Karez, on the Hore 
It is not known if the present is a movement in relief or 


402. Reduction of the Russian Garrisons in Khorassan.—The troops marched from 
Meshed, as detailed in Diary 82, paragraph 390, on the 18th and 21st August, ‘The 
mounted troops are expected ‘to reach Ashabad (177 miles) in ten days and the 
infantry in fourteen. Transport was almost entirely hired “ fourgons.” 

Battalion head-quarters, three companies, band, and mounted scout detachment of 
the 13th Turkistan Rifle Regiment arrived at’ Meshed from Kuchan on the 18th August, 

‘The battalion marched, with band playing, to its camp by a circuitous route 
igh the city. Strength about 400 all ranks, 

408. Health of Russian Troops. —Twenty sick (light eases) accompanied tho tro 
Which marched out on the ist August, 1912, They were carried in “fourgons. 
When the sickness was at its worst at Meshed, the Semirechya Cossacks alone hud 
130 cases of dysentery and fever, 

‘The death of forty-six Russian soldiers is reported from Asterabad, ‘There was 
also heavy mortality (apparently due to fever) in the garrison of Kushk during July, 


Resources. 


404. Development of the Aral Sea District.—About 150 fishing boats, of from 30 to 
60 tons each, are at work now on the Aral Sea, Fish is salted and dispatched to 
Rusia by the Tashkent Railway, Steamers belonging to Nijegored owners cary 
Russian manufactured goods to Khiva and raw cotton from Khiva to Aralsk village, 
‘he trade of the latter has an annual turnover of 500,001. Tv lies on a peninsula in 
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the Sari chagan gulf, on the shores of which are several Russian fishing villages. The 
“Turkistan Gazette” points ‘out that so far everything has been done by private enter- 
prise, Government should now assist hy building @ harbour at Aralsk, improving 
‘communication by the Sir Darya, and doubling the Tashkend Railway from Orenburg to 
Aralskoye More (Aral Sea) station, 

409, Petrolewn.—A spring which appeared on Cheleken Tsland in July is calculated 
to yield 800 tons of oil. 

406, Locusts.—Operations for the destruction of locusts are proceeding in the Ili 
valley and in the Perovsk and Chimkent districts, 

G. L. BLAIR, Captain, 
Officiating Military Attaché, 


PS.—407. Military—Russian Post at Karez—A report has been received that 
the party mentioned above in paragraph 401 is to be a permanent addition to the post 
‘at Karea, and that preparations are being made to construct buildings of sun-dried brick 
for the men, On thy 19th August, 1912, the strength of the Kanes post was one officer 

fen mien, 


GL B. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7: 


Diary of the Military Attaché, Meshed, for the week ending August 31, 1912. 


Gavenat Sumaany. No. 34, 


Communications. 
(Beeret.) 

408, Railway: Accidents—An accident occurred on the 9th August, 1912, on the 
nowly opened Kokand-Namangan line, 20 miles south of the former place, to a 
paswenger train, Teason : spreading of rails. It is said that the train was proceeding, 
at an excessive speed, ‘Two native employés wore injured, ‘Traffic on the line has 
ceased for the prosont. 

On the same day a goods train collided with a mixed near the station of Totskaya 
on the Tushkond Railway. Seven waggons were destroyed, two passengers and five 
railway employé ul 

fa ‘ommunication.—An automobile service has been opened 
‘yerni-Pishpek~Tokinak=Issigo 
410, Bridges: Oxun Bridge—he dispatch of bridging material from Chay 
Mermoz continites 


Ethnography. 

AIL Russian Lnmigration—Lake Issik Kul is now practically surrounded by 
Russian vil ‘Tho stream of settlers is now passing to the Narin district. ‘The 
villogo of Stolipin, 28 aniles from Novo-Dinitrievaki, fas altady «population of 
150 Russian Families 

412, Population of Aratsl Village.— The village, which lies close to Aral Sea 
tation, on the ‘Tashkerid Railyay, hag a permaient popalation of 500 persons, 
mainly’ Russians. At the height of the fishing season the population arises to 
2,000, Russians aud natives, chiefly engaged in tho supply’ of cavinre to the 
Tussian market, 

History. 


ALS, Disturbance in Bokhara—The cutting of w telegraph line near Karshi is 
reported. The offenders were dealt with by the Bolharan official, and the ine has 
heen repaired. 


Military. 
414. ‘Transport,—Kitty-sis four-wheeled transport carts have been received at 


Tashkend. Four carts of th and twelve two-wheeled carts have been sent 


Aro that ploy to. Kush tration of transport animals is reported from 
uushkend, 
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415. Supply.—Tt has been found that part of the flour held in store at: the 
Askabad supply depot is unfit for consumption, Extensive irregularities have 
evidently been discovered as General Shavaet, Director-General of Intendance at 
St. Petersburgh, is expected to visit Tashkend in connection with the affair, 

416, Russian Post at Karez.—The arrival of the party mentioned in paragraphs 401 

10% 


recently commandant Turkoman Irregular Mounted Division, has arrived and taken 
over command of the Semirechya Cossacks, He will, as senior officer, command the 
reduced gu Khorasan. ‘ ; 

‘The Ist eolfelon (mounted troops) from Meshed crossed the Russo-Persian frontier 
at Gaudan on the 25th August, 1912, ‘The 2nd echelon (infintry and machine guns) 
was expected to cross on the Sst August, 1912. inet 

Twenty-five men of the Taman Cossacks, the orginal consular escort, remain in 
Meshed in addition to the troops previously detailed, i Bs 

419, Duration of Occupation of. Khorassan.—The Russians are negotiating for the 
hire of houses for the infantry at Meshed, ‘They are hired for six months, but owners 
are told that they may be required for an additional six months, An officer of the 
Seiirvchya Cossacks states that his unit has received notice that it will romain in 
Meshed for one year from now. 

420. Health of Russian Troops.—There aro seven cases of enteric in the Russian 
garrison of Kuchan, The troops there have suffered from fever and dysentery, but not 
fo severely as those at Meshed, whore seventy-five men are still under treatment, Forty 
horses are reported sick at Meshed, aX, i 

421. Mutiny near Tashkend.--229 men are under court-martial in connection with 
the recent mutiny at Troitskoye. ats 3 

422, Training —The troops of the Semirechya district, assembled in camp ab 
Tiskan (near Jaskent), wll carry out one week's munauvres, whieh will be followed by 
staff ride attended by the senior officers of all units, General Folbaum is acting ax 
director. 

423, Bay Seoute Sixty-one (Comack) bey sous (‘pay oopa) hye, vst 
St. Petersburgh. They rode from Vyerni to the railway station of Kabul Sai, about 


450 miles in twenty one days, 
G. LBLAIR, Captain, 
Officiating Military Attaché, 


Enolosure 3 in No. 74. 


Diary of the Mititary Attaché, Meshed, for the weck ending Septomber 7, 1912. 


Genera Sumaany, No, 35, 


Communications, 
(Seeret.) 2 

424, Railways? Accident—An accident occurred during shunting between 
Razyeed (28) and the station of Iskander on the Central Asian Railway. Seven 
goods waguons were destroyed, and the line was closed to traffie for ten hours. 

425. Enlargement of Tashkend Workshops.—Venders are required for work, 
including the installation of electric plant, casting 4,4701., in connection with the 
enlargement of the railway workshops at Tashkend, 

426. Snov-sheds.—Snow-sheds are to be built at the station of Bogatoe on the 
‘Tashkend Railway. 

[1591] N 
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Samarkand-Termes Road.—The number of post horses maintained 
sifcient to deal with the increased traffic, Additional horses will 
probably be provided during the present year. 


_ 428. Askabad-Viryusa Road.—The motor wervice on this road has been a failure 
‘owing to the breakdown of the motors, 


Administration, 


429, Foreigners in Turkistan.—An. Austrian subject hins been granted permission 
to rosido in ‘Murkistan, Messrs. Field and Kupinham (British, subjects are 
premidted to vit Tasend and Kokand, Major. A. Hebbel, of the reserve Tis of the 

jerman army, and his wif are permitted to visit Krusnovdsk, Geok Tepe, Nerv, 
jn, Oa, and Tashkend, , ieee 

480, Distress in Mangishlak.—Taxes, amounting to 9,001, have been temporarily 
omitted, ‘They will be collected in four anuual instalments, ae 

431. Turkistan Budget 
‘surplus of receipts over expen 


Surplus 4s 


52, Adkala WeterSepply.—the scheme for supplying the town with water is 


History 


488, Tour of His Britannic Majesty's Conaul-Ceneral in Khorassan.—Major Sykes 
left Meshed for five weeks’ tour in the Boy rd district on the Ist Reeser 112, 

{, Russian Commissioner at Gunbad-i-Kabne—Colonel Lavrof, commissioner at 
Gunbad-i-Kabus, is granted four months! leave, His duties will be jrrformed by the 
‘sonior officor of the consular escort (a sotnia of the Turkoman mounted division), 


139, Mutiny near Tashkend—The sentence of the court-martial has been pro- 


nounced. Biftev 


ing one sergeant and one 
corporal); to 


: sixty-two to penal servitude for 
fs ve ia Sig yer mixteon four yeas i fist ree to imprisonment for 
yeu won, four years ; and sixteen to serve in the disciplinas npany for 
onto three guar“ Soven men ware acquitted, Dee a ee 

Fourteen of those sentenced to death were hai at Tashkend on the 26th Aug 
1912, One death sentence has been reduced to six years’ imprisonment, ae 

Tt was stated in evidence that the object of the mutiny was to kill General 
dhevaki and cortain other officers, and to demand the rediiction of the period of 
‘of deill and fatigi hi n the 
we grant of commissions to the ranks, 
tionaries in Moseow, and with the 
r ogni and aatilory a Ae Tay ‘The mutit ran precipitated by a 
mour that the sapper battalions were to be d ; the other troops did not joi 
in thoouthreak, ‘ a a a 
_ ‘The editor of the newspaper “Askabad” has been fined 500. or thres months? 
imprisonment in defuult for reproducing an article dealing with the mutiny’ from a 
Russian newspaper, ‘The town of Askabad is patrolled at night by Cossacks and 
infantry owing to “obscure rumours.”” 
It is reported that the Governor-General is about to retire and that a “reviziya” 
(spocial gennral enquiry) will be held in the Turkistan military district, 

16. Theft of Cartridge wntenant-Colonel Panufutin has been arrested on a 
charge of selling over 40,000 rounds of small arms ammunition from the Samarkand 
magazine which was in his charge. Some of the rounds were sold to natives. 

487, Russo-Afghan Fronticy.—It is reported that a Russian offical has been killed 
Ki in au alray with Afghan frontier gine 

|. Attack on British Postal Sowar.—The sowar (Turkoman) carrying 
consular post-baz with mail from Meshed dated the 17th Ne rin ws fan 
and | y Afghan robbers about 20 miles west of Herat. His rifle and horse were 

‘the mail bag was eut open, but finding only letters, the robbers did not take 

hey were recovered by the British agent at Herat and forwarded to Quetta, 
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Military. 

439. Registration of Transporty—A consus of horses, camels, and other transport 
‘animals will be taken simultaneously in the five Russian provinces of Turkistan between 
the 29th August and the 10th Sepiember. Sixty officers from European Russia, will 
assist in the work, Z 

440. Training—All machine-gun detachments of the Ist Turkistan Army Corps 
have been assembled near Tasbkend for.a special course of training, is 

441. Aviation —Lieutenant-Pavlof of the 2nd Turkistan Rifle Regiment, havin 
completed a course of training on Farman and Bleriot aeroplanes at the Sebastopol 
School, will shortly return to Tashkend. Large numbers of officars (ten from one 
regiment alone) have joined the Turkistan Society of Aviation, ‘The instructional 

ve not yet commenced. 

“Appointment—Lientenant-General Lesb, from the 2nd Guards Infantry 

is appointed to command the 1st Turkistan Army Corps in succession to 
General Kozlovski, s , 

443, Russian Post at Karez—The expected reinforcement had not arrived up 
tothe 1st September, 1912, ‘The strength of the poston that date waa: one lieutenant, 
‘one doctor, one medical assistant, one clerk, ten Cossacks, and one soldier orderly, 
Building lad commenced. 40,000 sun-dried and 1,000 kiln-baked bricks had beon 
purchased and a stable finished, ‘Tho officers have their families with them, 
cat Prmepert=-200 tworbeled transport carta have beer aot from Merv to 

Sharjui 

"45. Termez.—Hight maxims have been reeeived. ‘Tho dispatch of considerable 
quantities of ammunition to this post continues. ‘The garrison hs, however, not boon 
reinforced. It appears that the whole of the material for the floating bridgo will be 
collected at Termez before the Oxus is closed to navigation this autumn, z 

446, Camp at Askabad..—Certain troops of the Merv garrison are assembling at 
Askabad for the annual training camp of the 2nd Turkistan Army Corps. 


Resources. 


447. Irrigation-—Enginecr Blumberg with a party of experte is at Kambi, Ho 
will investigate the possibility of using the water of the Kasbika Darya (near Karahi), 
the Amu Darya, and Surkhan rivers for in 

£24,300 acres of Jand suitable for irigation in the Kara Kala steppe (Kokand) are to 
be throven open to settlement, a 

448, Coal—A company has been formed to acquire and work coal mings at 
Shurab (Isfria alae). eis propel to connost the vines with the ain railway 
ine, 

449. Cotton —Although the area sown for cotton this year in Turkistan shows 
a decrease, the yield is ood and it is expected that the amount gathered, especially of 

igher tye little less than it was lnst_year. ‘ 

450. Future Cultivation of Cotton and of Cereala—Tho cotton growing districts 
of Fergana and Samarkand import $20,000 tong of wheat annually fom Orenbung, 
Samara, and the Caucasus, It is estimated that, Semirechya will be able to, supply 
from 300,000 to 450,000 tons aayear when the railway is completed to Vyerni. This 
amount will be available for consumption in the cotton growing distriota: ‘The latter 
will However, note able o produconll the cotton which thelr natural quulites enab 
them to supply until the Semirechya railway is connected with the Trans-Siberian 
Tine. The cotton growing districts can then be entirely fed from Semirechya and from 


Siberia, 
GL. BLATR, Captai 
Officiating Military Attaché, 





(44189) No. 75. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


Teliran, October 2, 1912. 
THE situation at Kermanshah and in the neighbourhood of that place affords a 

further proof of the incapabi of the Persian Government and of its military executive 

to restore and maintain order, even in a part of the country where the Government 
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Owing to the 
in the districts 


ftains he has desired to win over to his cause, 

: to whether Farman Fara was ever really very 
‘anxious to ef e of his troublesome relative, as long as the internal sit 
of Persia . Recent events at Senneh aatigenieealal which wi 

ron in this despatch, wonld seem to show almost con 
the Kajar commander of the Gov forces playing a waiting game. 

Tt will be remembered that as soon as Kerm iad boot recaptured and Salar 
ed-Dowleh had be igitive amoug the wild tribes of Luristan 
and Kurdistan, the d forces with Furman Farma began to clamour 
Joualy fox pe ran, since there was no more fighting to be anti- 
cipated, eported that they had act lly marched out of Ken shah 
‘on thoi homeward ‘They then halted at Bisitun, and consented to return to 
Kormansbah on n f ‘om tho Contral Government, which enabled. the 
arrears of pay due to the up to date. Complaints 
time that all the spoils of war went. to enrich 

mnment nor the men who hid won cived any share, 

Karly in Au whole of army ma ed, leaving a 

nshiah, to Senneli, the capital of Kurdistan, of which 
's ulso Governor-General, From reports received it would appear that he 
fiom the plunder of tho local governor who had been busy 
ella the expense of the inhabitants of the town and pr 
is, Vhilst the Government forces were on the mar ‘0 
snuin Var Mohamed Khan deserted Fartnan Rarmn, an voturned ts feeres 
the head of about $00 Mussul 
Cerinanshah by a ruse, aud 
iran that hie and his 


ot possession 
whence he telegraphed to 
Farma because they wished the 
iged, the constitution to be maintained, 
nioned, Tt was early rumoured that Yar Mohammed intended to 
{-Dowleh, as was proved when the Prince re-entered Kermanshah on 
tho dvd at the head of $00 men, and was warmly weleomed 
donee ‘aur Mohamed, now turned rebel traitor, 
jefore it was quite clear which, sid eant to take, the G 
ment dispatched w young Ar who. was formerly. Y 
Khan's “chof de eabi that he might be able to. patch 
up the dif between the Mussulinan mujahed deserters and the Arméniang 
who had remained faithful under Kerri K ‘arrived too late to effect 
the purpose for which heh d appear that his mission 


Tian proved ae Seth 
nj crtor of thei mate 


loyidl mujubeds and Bakbti 
siting that the forces in th 
and a Medjliss, and. th 
er. 
ur to transiit herewith a translation of this document, toget! 
of a sort of covering manifesto issied by a sesret society which declare they 
ian poople will not aga t to the autocratic rule of Mohammed Ali Mirza, 
despite the statement made in quarters regarding the people's desire lor the 


‘im of the ex papers were handed to Mr. Churchill by an indivi 
‘peaking English whom he lid sever seen bef, 2 CuUtehll by an individual 


After considerable hesitation, the troops under Fi 
to return to Kermanshah fer the 
Dovleh and Yor M 


i man Farma were persuaded 
uurpose of recapturing the town. ‘On their 
fohammed Khan march out in the direction of 
manner in 


hich was subsequently occupied, ‘Two stories are told of the 


hostile forces passed each other without exchanging a shot, The ene fo 


Government troops the public 


to the effect that they took different routes: the 
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highway. and the rebels, who numbered about 600 men when they left Kermanshah; 
a lees eaouted rwouatiin rnd. ‘Tho olen vorwion af the etary is that Che ‘opposing 
forces actually met, but that the Bukhtiaris and mujaheds, who form the militant 

ion of the army, refused to attack Salar and his men, Whichever narrative 
4 the true ono it would not apperr that ether sido showed much stomach for 
fighting. 

BONG soouse os Kerman Kavos ce ora ised i! Kermansiah tan the Bsc 
and mujaheds declared that they would not fight any more, and actually deserted 
the town with the avowed intention of returning to Tehran, ‘They had already 
reached Kangavar when they were persuaded by the remonstrances of the khans at 
Tehran to await there the arrival of Bakhtiari reliefs, which it was promised should 
be dispatched at once, Unfortunately, these reinforcements are not fortheoming, as it 
hhas not been found possible to muster more than about 150 men at Tehran, whilst 
no recruits are available, from Bakbtiarstan af this pened of the year, thors is 
said to be a sinall Bakhtiari foroe between Sultanabad and Hamadan, ‘The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has informed me that these men have been ordered to the front, 
but the treasurer-general appears to doubt their existence, 

Under these conditions, my Russian colleague and I deemed it advisable to make a 
strong representation to the Bakhtiari Prime Minister and Minister of War to the 
‘effect that, if they cannot persuade their tribesmen at. the front to do their duty and 
refrain from meddling in pais, we shall feel constrained to withdraw our support from 
the Bakhtiaris, both at the capital and in the provinces, Our representations would 
appear to have borne fruit, because we ar now assured that a portion of the force at 
Mangavar will return to Rermanshah, whilat tho romainder will yroeeod to Marautan ts 
strengthen the garrison there. Reports from the front are extremely conflicting, but it 
would appear established that Sular-od-Dowleh has succeeded. in colleotng saan, 4 
considerable force of tribesmen round him, and that he bas left Senneh either for 
Kermanshah or Hamadan, His army is estimated at 7,000 men, which is probably 
aan exaggeration, and he has one mountain gun, 

Salar-ed-Dowleh would now appear to have somewhat changed his tune, He 
is said to havo disavowed all pretensions to the throne, to which he owns that he has no 
claim, and poses as a champion of the independence of Persia under a constitutional 
Government. 

The renewed anxiety in the western provinces has once more shown that the present 
Government is entirely dependent on the Bukhtiaris, and that if the assistance of that 
powerful tribo were withdrawn Persia would be at the morey of any bold Pretendor 
that chose to present himself, ‘The mujaheds, whether Mussulman or Armenian, have 
proved themselves quite unreliable, aid the famous brigade of Persian. Cossacks that 
enjoys such an undeserved reputation in Europe can be entirely ignored. When they 
have fought under the leadership of their Russian officers they have signally failed to 
distinguinh theses, and when einployod apart under Persian oficer thy ate treated 
tmuch a8 canp-fullowers, who are useful for holding horses or running ends, ‘They 
make o brave show on parade, but it may be taken as established that they cannot be 
considered as a military asset, ‘Their ranks are well filled, because any member of the 
Cossack brigade can be sure of Russian protection, a fact that makes them lazy and 
arrogant. 

‘The situation created by the Bakhtiari predominance is a curious one, The Cabinet, 
in which the Prime Minister and Minister of War are Bakhtiaris, has mado itselt 
universally detested on account of the misrule and corruption of its members, Yet it 
hard to dispossess them, because in the present stato of military penury their dependants 
fora the only fighting foree upon which any relianco at all ea bo placed, and were they 
to be withdrawn there would be nothing left in the eountey lo withstand a Pretentee 
such as Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 7: 
Copy of Letter from Persian United Associates. 


(To the Cabinet. Copy to Sardar Assad, and copy through the Dashnaksutiun 
to the Diplomatic Body.) 


ID is of course well known to the Ministry that each member of the army has, 
from tp beginning of the constitutional era, everywhere and at all times supported tho 
1591) 
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independence of the State and protected the constitution, In pursuance of this cacred 
Durpowe we havo eeried goreslves, Wo have malo war and gained great victories, 
such as the victories of Tehran, Ghilan, Zenjan, Karachedagh, Ardebil, Mazanderan, 
Astrabad, Arshad-ed-Dowleh, Salar-ed-Dowleh, &,, up to the end. Each individual 
is still of the same persuasion and will sacrifice himself, and we are convinced that the 
Cabinet holds the same sacred views as the army. 

Seven months ago the Government were forced, on account of external difficulties, 
to close the Medjliss, and this army corps approved this course and assisted in the 
execution on account of expediency. ‘The Medjliss was closed; the Cabinet gave 
explicit promises that the Medjliss would be reopened after the Tapse of ‘three months. 
Seven months have now passed since that promise was made and there is no sign of the 
reopening of the Medjliss, ‘This has caused us disappointment, and therefore the 
individual members of the army in general, and the superior and minor officers in 
particular, ask the Government to open Parliament, to give exceptionally stringent 
orders for the holding of elections, and to institute Parliament in a very short time. 
This will bring about contentment in the country and render the army gratefl, 


10 Shavel, 1830, 


Enolosure 2 in No. 75 
Central Committee of the Persian United Associates to British Legation at Tehran. 


To the British Logution : 


to contradict categorically the statements which emanate from certai 
quartors regarding the desire for the return of Mohammed Ali Mirza—a statement 
made by the or dition and by those persons who, up till now, have 
obstructed the pacific this ‘Tho Persian people will not again submit 
to thy autocratic rule of Moh We trust that those who sympathise with 
humanity will not tolerate tho continuance of revolution and bloodshed in Persia. We 
‘aro oottain that the British Legation will submit to the British Government the (above) 
expression of the Persian nation’s sentiments, 
(No signatures.) 


(Sealed) Contra Committee of the United Associates, 
‘eran, 16 Shavel, 1330. 





{44190} No. 76. 
Sir W, Lowney to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 21.) 


3 Tehran, October 2, 1912. 

WITH refbrence to my telegram No, 511, Confidential, of 12th September, T have 

forward to you herewith copy of a despatch whieh I have received from 

consul at Tabriz, reporting on the difficult situation in which the 

ls Mi placed in consequence of the unfiendly attitude of the Tusian 
acting consul-gencral, 


(No, 206,) 


si 


Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 76. 


laeste Acting Consul Cowan to Sir W. Tovntey. 

». 5, 

Sir, Tabriz, September 16, 1912. 
AS Lhave already reported, Sipahdar returned my semi-offi it on the 14th 

instant, He apologised for not having called sooner, owing to illness and Ramazan, 


51 
Tn reply to,my question how he liked Tabriz, he replied that he did not like it at all, 
Sree eM nonle cig aiime cca iho aha lie ecniacea ee aie 
inst him, He did not mention any names, but it was clear that he referred to 
Shuja-ed-Dowlch and the Rnssian consul, He went on to say that he was not going to 
stay here, as he could do nothing without the support of Great Britain and Russia, and 
that he intended to go to Europe. 

‘The innuendoes in his conversation were clear to me owing to an interviow I had 
had a fow days previously with a Persian who is in very close touch with him, and who 
‘came to seo me on behalf of Sipahdar, ‘This person, who was very anxious that the 
object of his visit should be kept secret, and that his name should not be mentioned, 
tld mo that aero wealeveryjlicelivood Ciaw Sipalider: wouli/ row! ipliitromos and 
leave Tabriz, as he was thoroughly disgusted with the treatment he was receiving 
from M. Preobrajensky, the Russian acting consul-general, ‘The general ground of comi- 


erty of offcare 
he possession of 


iuja-ed-Dowleh to reduce his escort, would sufien 
to redress the balance, and for assistance in this and other small matters Sipabdar 
would be grateful, and would undoubtedly do his best to help in more important 
matters. 

AAs it is, Sipahdar fully realises his duty. He has from the first been as cordial as 

ible in his relations with Shuja-ed-Dowleh, and I am given to understand that he 

tried to concliate the Russian consul, Moroover, the Belgian dizvotor of eustons 

ks very highly f the manner in which Sipahdar is supporting him, 1 am couvinoed 
that he intends to govern efficiently and to do his best to coneiliate Russia, but, in the 
Present circumstances, his position is extremely and unnecessarily difficult, 

Thave, &o, 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 
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(44192) No. 77. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received October 21.) 


(No. 208.) 
Sir, 


7 Tehran, Oct 
COLONEL HJALMARSON, commandant of the Swedish pee ae 
enough to submit to me recently a number of documents in connection with the 

reoggniation ofthe Government gendarme 
rave the honour to enclose herewith a summary of the which 
propared for me by the military attaché to His Majesty's Legation i estes 
Thave, de. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


_—_——————— 
Enclosure in No, 77. 


Report on the Reorganisation of the Government Gendarmerie, 


RECENT events in Fars, the failure of th i 
the fiilure of the system of transferring officers fom the 

army to tho gendarmerie, and the need for further decentralisation in the north, having 
rendered’ the reorganisation of the corps ncceasary, Colonel Hjalmarson, the cone 
mandant of the gondarmerio, submitted scheme to the Central Government cay 

hho changes recommended, which entailed an additional ait 
860,440 krans (6,717L), were wd by the Minis osiatacioe oie 
into force on the 24th September, ec ich aC 

Under tho new organisation head-quarters have beon remodelled, the officers’ and 


-oflicers! colleges at Tehran amalgamated, and in, Tel Ri 
ands organised in three roginenta, Sn “4 ‘6 Kasvin, Tehran, and Fara 


Head-quarters, 


Head-quarters consist of the commandant and the heads of 
a mmandant and the heads of the pay, 
nilitary works, and veterinary departments, with their respective staa, P'S? SUPP! 


Officers’ and Under-O ficers’ College 


Tt was originally intended to officer the gendarmerie with officers t 
is ed to he gendarmerie with officers transferred 
tho amy, and when the officer’ ellego wan open last winter, Colonel Hjolmaers 
asked the Minister of War to distribute « circular among the officers of the army, 
nthe ati of entry, ho 3 ister of War, however, suppressed 
vila, and only a small number of army off ned the gendan As 
this source of supply has now ceased onti nel Hjalmarson. has deck 1 
his soureo 6 waved lon won has decides 0 
his officors from among the under-olficers of the gondammeties and, in eedeg te weet 


4 continuous course of instruction, has amalgan offi : 
Cevali amalgamated the officers’ and under-officers’ 


Organisation into Regiments, 


According to the new system, each re vill consi i 
to the new syste sgiment will consist of one or more. battalio 
«l men for duty on the roads and w depot battalion for training reeruite, 


Vorthern Section, 


, ent iy organised in th The Ist and 2 ali 
with head-quarters at Tehran and Kaz tlotted ta ete 


vicinity of the capital and to the ehran-Kaavin-Ezeh and Kevin 
The Std or dapdt battalion, has its head-quarters at ebrans  T Amadan roads, 
ne 2d Regiment consists of nly two battalions, both with their head-quarters 


at Tehran, ‘The Ist battalion is distributed along the Tehran "assan; 
‘Tebran=Veramin roads, ‘The Bad is the depdt battalion, Bei aad 
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Southern Section, 


‘The organisation of the 3rd regiment, which at present numbers about 250 men, 
and has an under-oflicers’ school attached to it, will not be completed till next 


rin 
PePGolonel Hjslmarson intended to train the whole of the first levéo for the, Fars 
endarmerie,at Tehran, Last spring, however, before an adequate number of men 
fied eon trained, and in pita of his romonstraacen, the) Conteil Governmerie directed 
him to commence work at Shiraz without, any further delay, Accordingly, 180 men, 
under three Swedish officers, were transferred from Tehran last March’ to form a 
nucleus for the Fars gendarmerie, But owing to the opposition of the Kavam-ul-Mulk, 
from the very first, recruits were not fortheoming in sullicient numbers, ‘The reverse 
at the hands of Soulet-ed-Dowleb's followers last August has rendered reorniting even 
more difficult than hitherto; and as there is no likelihood of any improvement in this 
respect until the gendarmerie is strong enough to command respect locally, the 
commandant has decided to train a dralt of 925 men at the head-quarters of the 
Int and 2nd regiments, snd to transfer it to Shiraz next spri 

ution along the Bushire~ 
Shira: p rw’ and under-oflicers’ 
college, similar to that at ‘Tehran, will then be taken in hand, 


Tspahan Regiment. 


Next year, provided funds are forthcoming, the commandant hopes to be able 

to form a regiment with head-quarters at Ispahan, for the protection of the road from 

1o Yeadikhast, thereby linking up the northern and gouthern sections of the 
gendarmerie, 


Lstimated Cost. 


The estimated cost of the maintenance of the 1st, 2nd, and Srd regiments for the 
twelve months commencing from the lst October is’ 6,108,071 krane (112,086L), and 
for the raising and upkeep of the Tspahan regiment for a similar period, 4,072,426 krans 
(74,0441 


Recruiting. 


Colonel Hjalmarson, in bis observutions on the work of the gendarmeriv, draws 
attention to the difficulties he has had to contend with since his arrival in ‘Tehran, 
especially as regards reer ; : 

Tn the north as well as in the south those in authority have hindered the develop. 
ment of the 

= Tho gov demanded a bribe of 2,000 tomans trom a 
reefuiting party under a Swedish officer sent into his district last, spring, Aw his 
request was not acceded to, he forbade the tribal chiefs under his jurisdiction to 
have any dealings with the recruiting oflicer, and the party. failed to obtain any 
recruits, 

mn in the year the officer in charge of the Kazvin command managed to 
some twenty men, but as soon as the Minister of War heard of this, he 
issued an order prohibiting recruiting in the district. 

In the Kum district the local regiment and its recruiting area was placed at the 
disposal of the gendarmerie by the orders of the Central Government. ‘The com. 
mandant entrusted the work of obtaining men for the gendarmerie to the officers of 
the regiment ; but these, instead of spending their energies in recruiting, levied black- 
mail on all concerned under threats of enforced service in the gendarmerie, 

In ww of the extra reruting necosary this autumn, oving to the preparation, of 
the draft for Shiraz, representations have been made to the Minister of the Tnterior 
to take steps to suppress these abuses, 


Courts of Justices 
Colonel Hjalmarson also complains that the methods of the Persian courts of 


justice, to whom the gendarmerie have to hand over offenders for punishment, leave 


uch to be desired. 
[1591] 2 





Er 


He auggested to the Minister of Justice that Persian officers of the gendarmerie 
should be empowered to give minor punishments, and that, wherever Swedish officers 
wore stationed, courts should be formed under their presidency for dealing with the 
more serious offences, 

‘The Minister of Justice said he could not sanetion the proposed reform, as it would 
be contrary to the laws of the country. He assured Colonel Hjalmarson, however, that 
hho would’ appoint suitable men as justices of the peace, especially for dealing ‘with 
offenders handed over by the gendarmerie, 


Prospects of ultimate Success. 


In spite of the opposition of certain Cabinet Ministers and provincial 
and of the exaggerated stories regarding the harshness of the discipline that have been 
spread abroad, Colonel Hjalmarson is conident of guccess. 

"The clergy, whom he bas conciliated in various ways, are so far well disposed 
towards the gendarmerie, and he is of opinion that so long as the men are paid regularly 
serview in the corps will be popular. 

iQ ea iit nticitere Fees copra Uo omenausl/en ent caine 
first, but that as soon as they enter on the higher forms of training they are liable to 
become lethargic. He hopes that with patience his officers will be able to overcome this 
‘weaknoss in the Persian character, : 

He does not think that the men are wanting in the necessary military qualities, 
Ho says that tho men under the immediate command of the Swedish officers fought: well 
in tho engagement which took place near Shiraz last August, and that those who left 
tho field wero under a Persian officer who was wanting in courage, and so unable to set 
his men a good example, 


yvernOrs, 





[44193] 


No. 78. 


Sir W. Lownbey to Sir Edward Grey, 
(No, 209.) 
Sir, ran, October 7, 1912. 
WITH roference to your telegram N ‘and to my telegram No, 453 of the 
7th and 15th August respectively on the subject of the position of the oil company's 
syolls at. Kase Thave the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a 
despatch which Ihave received from His Majesty’s consul at Kermanshiah, giving the 
particulars required. 
‘Tho map referred to in the enciosure to Mr. MeDouall’s despatch is also forwarded 
herewith. 


(Received October 21.) 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


jelosure 1 in No, 78. 


Consul McDowall to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 114.) 
ir, Kermanshah, September 17, 1912. 
I HAVE tho honour to inform you that your telegram No. 12 of the 16th August 
dimo.on tho Slat. Not having the particulars required, L wrote the same 
ane, and haye (o-day received his reply, of which I enclose a copy. He 
has not replied as to the position of depdts; as far as Lam aware there is only one at 
Kasr-i-Shirin at present. T have again v to Mr. Soane, as there is no telegraph 
‘at presont between Kermanshah iri 
T understand that Mr. Soane is sinking another well at Chia Surkh, which 
promises well. He is waiting for more plant, after which he hopes to supply oil 
nd liogo the company contemplates establishing tanks here 10 bo 
supplied by cart tanks from the wells. 
Tam endeavouring to get a telegram off in reply to yours. 
Thave, &. 
W, M. MeDOUALL. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 78. 
Vice-Consul Soane to Consul McDouall. 


‘Sir, Kasr-i-Shirin, September 9, 1912. 

IN reply to your No. 21 of the 31st August, I have the honour to state that the 
oil field of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company at Chia Surkh is situated due north of 
Kasr-iShirin 13 miles. ‘The nearest point on the frontier is at Gurashala, on the 
Sirwan River, 7} miles bearing W.N.W. 3 N. from Chia Surkh. ‘The field is situated 
in the old Khalassa of Zohab, and the land is occupied in spring by the Guran tribes, 
though they have no real right to it, as it constitutes part of the lands of Zohab. The 
supervision of the country to the south of it is entrusted to the most incompetent 
Mojid Khan Bajlan, who also claims the right of government over such natives as may 
live at Chia Surkh not being employés of the company. 

‘The company has also a pumping station at the brook of Saijawand, 3 miles due 
south of Chia Surkh, on the Kasr-i-Shirin road, and a pipe-line from that place to 
Chia Surkh. I shall send you by next post a map of the immediate district, which 
will elucidate much better the position of the place. Bearings, distances, &c., in this 
map for any country north of Kasr-i-Shirin may be taken as correct. 

‘Any further detail which may be necessary I shall be happy to supply. 

haye, &e. 
E. B. SOANE, 





[44195] No, 79. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octobor 21.) 


(Wo. 211) 


i Tehran, October 9, 1912. 

I PRESUME that your despatch No. 191 of the 21st ultimo refers to a summary 
of the accompanying programme which was communicated to the Russian Minister and 
myself to-day by Ali Kuli Khan, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, in the name of 
the Persian Government. 

‘There are, in our opinion, only three points in it of any special importance, 
namely, those referring to the formation of an army of 28,000 men; to a loan of 
80,000,000 tomans, about 5,500,0001. ; and to the construction of a railway from the 
Caspian Sea, or a point on the frontier of Azerbaijan, to the Persian Gulf. 

‘The scheme for the formation of an army has also been submitted to us. It is in 
Persian, and after it has been translated I shall have the honour to forward it in 
another despatch. It is clear that without money the idea cannot be carried out, and 
therefore its future must be dependent upon the success or failure of the loan 
negotiations. 

Tasked Ali Kuli Khan what further steps the Persian Government proposed to 
take in the matter of the loan. He at first seemed disposed to consider that the 
opening given was sufficient and that the two Powers would do the rest. On reflection 
he suggested with some hesitation that presumably the treasurer-general would call at 
the two legations and furnish full details as to the resources available as security for 
such a loan, He added that M. Mornard’s financial statement, a copy of which 
accompanied my despatch No. 196 of the 13th September, made it quite clear that the 
northern and southern customs alone would suffice for the service of a loan such as 
the one proposed. 

T replied that on paper this was the ease, but that recent experience had shown 
that the southern customs did not apparently suflice to meet the service of the existing 
loans secured on them. I added that I was quite aware that the receipts of the 
southern customs ought to be amply sufficient to satisfy the fixed charges on them, 
but that unfortunately the treasurer-general would persist in diverting this source of 
revenue to purposes for which it could not properly be used until the calls upon it 
under the loan contract of 1911 had been satisfied. Such proceedings, I said, did not 
inspire confidence, and I thought that expert opinion would have to be taken upon the 
figures supplied in the statement referred to above before the possibility of making 
such a loan as the one proposed could be established. 

I then asked Ali Kuli Khan what the proposal for a railway from the north to the 
south meant, and told him that I had received your ‘nstructions to co-operate with my 
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Russian colleague in asking for an option on behalf of the Société d'Etudes, an 
: ; om E the Soci , an Anglo- 
Franco Russian syndicate for the eonstruction of a railway on much the sathe lines go 
i Kuli Khan replied that he believed that the line I mentioned wa 

alluded to, and that ho thought there would be no difficulty ee ai ne 
sought, He added that considerable progress had been made lately with the Denon 
and Russion railway schemes that aro before the Persian Government, and coomat ty 
anticipate that the questions would be settled satisfactorily very soon,” 

It was clear, Laid, that Nos, 6 and 7 did not concern tne 
that he would pardon me for saying that considered their ine 
very bad diplomacy. ‘The Russian Government, 
easily answer in such a manner as would. lea 
reply, and no good could be expected. from 
inritating. Whatever one might thi 
with the appointinent of Shu 
the Governor- 
he allowed 
Shahsovans, it wa 
nov that he in a 
that turbulent tribe, even if it wero likely that the pious 
the Russian Government from ther Durposo or haverany bata 

ussian Government considered the predator 1 constan 
Poedunger fo tho lives and property of the nehghhouring inhabitants, and haa Won 
Gro cides) possibly most reluctantly, to inflict punishment that the: Penna 
lovernment were unable to impose under existing eircunstances 
Thayo, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
a 


Enclosure in No. 79, 
Statement by Persian Government, 


DEPUIS plusieurs années tous les effort i 
IS plusieurs a ous les efforts du Gouvernement Impérial ont tendi 
Yon elindon es fore gents néannoins o temps ot le Gene aeal 
ispe ‘ant été consacrés  réprimer dos t i i, il n' 
AMeindry 1o but qu'il so proposatt: os troubles inattendus, il n'a pu complétement 
Zachivement des réformes projetées ne pouvant & ' i 
a ; rojetées ne pouvant étro, d'autro part, di 
Jongtemps, Jo Gouvernement Impérial ost fermement détering h motes ene ahe 
hus Jo pls rot Uélai possible, 10 programme qu'il est trac, : 
ot elfet, il attire attention des deux Puissances voish i 
A cot oll it 0 voisines sur le 
suivants, dGviroux qu'il est do sassurer lour concours amieal en ee qui les cose 
1, Lo rétablissement de Pordre ¢ it6 : 
1, Lo rétabliss ‘dre et la sdourité des routes commerciales fi 
premidre ligne, Vobjet de la plus vive sollicitude du a rbeeeels paren 
Promifre Tiguy Tob P  sollicitude du Gouvernement, et cela par les 


(a.) Développement de la gendarmerie avec Vaide des of 
0.) Organisation de ls police avee l'aide 
.) Organisation dune armée do 
corps de 7,000 hommes 
empruntés une Pi 


al est obligé de 
cartotére exclusivement 
en pourparlers i cet effet, 


a7 


En attendant la conclusion ,de ce_gros emprmt et pour poser les bases de son 
programme, le Gouvernement persan demande aux deux Puissances, & titre davance, 
‘une somme de 200,000. a 

3. Ta présence de troupes étrangires sur le territoire porsan étant évidemment 
auisible au prestige du Gouvernement central, celui-ci attire Vattention favorable des 
denx Puissances sur la solution de cette difficulté, afin qu'il puisse avec Vautorité voulue 
procéder.} gouverneur le pays. 

4. Btant donné que Ie développement du commerce et 1a prospérité du pays sont 
irréalisables sans la construction de chemins de fer, le Gouvernement Impérial eat 
Aécidé de relier par une voie ferrée internationale la Mer Caspienne ou l'un dea points 
situés sur Ja frontidre d’Azerbeidjan au Golfe Persique. 

5. La réonverture du Parlement forme également Yobjet de In sollicitude du 
Gouvernement, 

6. Le rétablissement de Vordre dans la provinee d’Azerbeldjan état. particulidre- 
ment en vue, le Gouvernement Impérial attire Vattention favorable du Gouvernement, 
Impérial de Russie sur les points suivants, afin. de réaliser co but et daffermir ainsi 
Yautorité du Gouverneur général de cette province :— 


(a.) La non-immixtion de Hadji Chodja-od-Dauleh [i.,, Shuja-ed-Dowleh] dans les 
affaires du Gouvernement central d'Azerbeidjan, 
(b) Le réglement de Vaffaire des Chahsévenes oxclusivement par ledit Gouverneur 
ral, 


7. Btant donné que les bruits du retour de ex-Schah troublent de temps & autre 
les esprits et encouragent les éléments de désordre, le Gouvernement Impérial réitore 
ses demandes antérieures en priant Jes deux Puissancos signataires du protocole de 
1909 de Ini fournir des assurances formelles i Veflet d’écarter tout danger d'une 
mouyelle tentative de rentrée en Perse par l'ex-Schab, 





(44214) , No. 80. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Hdtoard Grey.—(Recoived October 21.) 


(Xo 912, Very Confidential 
ir, St, Petersburgh, October 17, 1912, 

HANDED to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 12th instant the memoranda 
forwarded to mo in your despatch No. 340, Very Confidential, of the Sth of this month, 
‘embodying the replies of His Majesty's Governinent to the memoranda communicated 
to you by M. Sazonof at Balmoral. 

Owing to his Hxcelloncy’s attention being at progent engrossed with the Balkan 
crisis, ho was unable to enter into a discussion of their subject matter, Ho told mo, 
however, with rogard to the suggested construction of a line from Khoremabad 10 
Isfahan that, since ho had returned to St. Petersburgh, it had been pointed out to him 
that, were we to ask for a first option, the Germans would probably at ouce apply for 
the second option, and then enquire whether we intended to construct the line or not. 

is would placo the Russian Governnent in a serious dilemma, as it would bo 
almost impossible for them to find the necessary capital in Russia, 
Thave, &, 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN. 


ee es 
(44428) No. 81. 


Mr. Greenway to Mr. Mazwell.—(Received October 21.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Dear Mr, Maxwell, October B1, 1912, 

IN anticipation of my meeting with Sir Edward Grey to-morrow, it may be useful 
for you to see the enclosed notes, which T have prepared for the evidence to be given 
by me before the Royal Commission and in which I refer to the Mesopotamia oil 
concession, 

Yours sincerely, 
C. GREENWAY. 


[1591] Q 
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Enclosure in No. 81, 


Notes for Evidence to be given before Royal Commission. 


Potentialities on the Persian Oil-Fields, 
(Confidential,) 

THE concession held by the Anglo-Porsian Oil Company (Limited) covers. the 
whole of Persia, with the exception of the four (or five) provinces bordering on the 
Caspian, Tt includes the mange of mountains running for a distance of about 800 miles 
from the north-western frontier down to Bander Ablos, in which there are many oil- 
fields, the whole forming an oil territory of vast extent. 

unquestionably the most extensive and richest oil territory in any British or 
h-controlled country, and is possibly capable of as large an oil’ production as any 

field in the. worl ‘Therefore it should, in view of the tance of ensuring 
supplies of oil fuel for naval purposes, at all costs be maintained under British control, 

The opinion that T have exprossed as to the extent and richness of the oil territory 

in is based partly upon the opinions of geologists, partly upon the opinions of 
ur fld managers an dees partly ypon information we base recived fom various 
European officials and travellers and from natives as to the existence of numerous oil 
springs, and partly upon my own observati 

Timust adinié that knowledge we have gained of the oil-fields in Persia from the 
reporis off our geologists is so far somewhat fimited, because up till have only 
‘eon able to explore a very sinall portion of the total area, But this knowledge, taken 
in co n with th by our drilling operations. and 
tho reports w y separated areas of numerous: 
other oil fields where we are now operating, is, to my 
mind, sulliciently conclusive evidence of the o: of my opinion, beari nd 
that the geological formation appears. to 
nuige o! mountains to which [have alluded, 


ld, including 
ico, Trinidad, Ven 
re tra, Borneo, and Burniah, Pers 
Now Zealani 
‘To explain more particularly the geounds on which my opinion is based, T would 
ask you to refer to the wap of Persia. ‘The plice where we are now c: 
drilling operatio Iie /ar/ pailsboe) Anata eld ke a iHoresG 
surrounded by hi ited rf We first put down a 1 
wells is naidan all of which struck of iy abundant 
proved the whole maidan, we haye now only to put down ‘our producing well 
ular distances with a certainty of b eae ee Ei NSS Sande 
Inall sve hive now put down twenty-four wells in this msidan, and in each ease have 
found oil in quantities at the expected depths, Adjoining this, but separated by kills, 
thers are two other maidans—one ealled Mi phtek, on the north-west, and 
the other called Mail ian, on the south-east—of a precisely similar character, 
and where out goolog ws we shall find oil in the same abundance, We have 
oily so far put down one test wwell in these adjoining territor oil 
in Maidaiet-Naphtun to last us fo but this well (located at Maidansi- 
Naphitek) fully confirmed our geol and, in their opinion, this well, 
ant the others in Maidan-icNaphtun, in all prove a rich oil territory of about 18 square 
‘Tho significance of this statement will be appreciated when T remind you that 
the prolific oil-ields of Bikw are situated within a total area of only about 10 square 
miles. Tmay mention that in these maidans the natives have regularly collected oll 
unien from the springs from very ancient times. 
Situated about 50 miles from thése maidans there are some other springs, known 
‘as the White Oil Spr ollected from time immemorial in 
where another productive field could no doubt be opened. 
of Ahwaz there is a range of low hills, where also our 
‘geologists tell us there is every probability of striking oil in paying quantities, 
At Marmatain, about 60 tiles to the north-east of this, also our geologists tell us 
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that the conditions are favourable for finding oil. At. this place, when we were 
specting, we started putting down two test wells, which were abandoned when wo 
Struck vil at Maidan-i-Naphtun, in order that we might concentrate our work on the 
Tatter place; but our fields manager and drillers were all quite satisfied that they 
would have proved a rich field here had they been allowed to continuo their work. 

This deals only with the work we have ourselves carried on within a comparatively 
Timited area, Outside of this we have information as to oil “shows” at numerous 
other places—at Behbeban, and Daleki in the south—and also as to the occurrence of 
oil in many rivers and at different points on the coast, We hayo also information as to 
the existence of oil springs at Diz and at many other places to the north of Shnster. 
Between this point and Kast-icShirin little is known of the prospects for oil, because, 

to the unsettled state of the country, many. parts of it have never been visited 

by a European ; but in view of the fact that at Kose-i-Shirin the geological formation 

iano Teas favouruble than it is in tho south, nad of numerous reports received! from 

natives, there is but little doubt of the existence of oil-ficlds in many places in the 

country. ‘Tso of these reported occurrences of oil. springs in the Diz 

country have been confirmed by Lieutenant Wilson, who recently travelled through 
colintry on « survey expedition, 

Kast-iShirin—or, rather, a place ealled Chiah Surkh—about 16 miles north, is the 
place where Mr, D'Arey first began his exploratory operations, At Chiah Surkh two 
well Tak 6a Usha of Me D'Aroy abut mavon yearn ano, ail oy words 

visited there at the beginning of last year, ‘These wells were put down 
alongside native springs of the same character as those at Maidan-i-Naphtun, and there 
is but little doubt that a large and prolific field could be opened at this place, as the 
whole of the surrounding country. possesses tho same charactoristics, At Ghilan, about 
12 miles south of Kasr-i-Shirin and about 28 miles from Chiah Surkb, there are some 


be 

pay to the P ntal for thowo aprings (niga of 

the royalty which they were formerly: collecting in respect of the oil produced by 

natives from the springs), we are not Working the field, because of ita remoteness from 

‘kets Av Chiah Surkh we are maintaining an establishment and working. in & 

small way for local requirenieuts, because this field (as also the one at Ghilan) may 

become of cousiderable value When the projected Bagdad-Tehran Railway is 
constructed. 

Apart from these places I observed numerous oil indications, and was inyited by 
natives to visit: many other * oil springs” at various points throughout the hills extending 
from Khanikin to Khirrind, a distance of some 70 to 80 miles. : 

‘The impression Jef’ on my mind after travelling through the hills north of 

which Maidan-i-Napitun and the other maidans, to which Ihave referred 

Hiated, and through the mnges separating Mesopotamia from Central Persia is 

that the whole of these hills are “teeming with oil,” and this impression is, 1 think, 

fully confirmwed by the fact that neither Mr, D'Arey in his preliminary work nor we in 
our subsequent operations haye ever sunk a single * dry, hole,” 


Danger of Foreign Control, 


Tn recent interviews at both the Admiralty and the Foreign Oftice I have drawn 
attention to the very serious risk which exists of the Auglo-Persian Oil Company 
(Limited), and consequently of this extensive oll-field, which at present is a purely 
British possession, belug brought under foreign control, 

Tt may not be known toall the members of the Royal Commission that the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company (Limited) came into existence at the suggestion of the Brit 
Government as meats of securing the Persian oilfields as a souroe of supply for 
fuel to the navy, and that our chairman, Lord Strathcona, as explained by him to, the 
departmental commission held in December last, only accepted this position on 
“Imperial grounds” under strong pressure from Lord Selbourne, Also that Mr, D'Arcy, 
who was also at one tine anxious to relinquish his interest in the Persian ofl concession, 
only refrained from so doing for thesame reason and under similar pressiire, 

Ever since the company was formed the Shell Combine have made strenuous 
endeavours to secure control of, or a controlling interest in, it, Various overtures, 
some of « commercial and some of a financial nature, have from time to time been 
made—all with the one object—but so far the company has maintained absolute 
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situated geographical, 
by inaugurating a wa 


Turkey has 
control of this 


obtained by ¢ 
Combine, who 
means of nttack on. th 
Latterly, within. thi 
endeavouring to seoure 
‘storage tanks at 
the comp 


os will be reduced to a level that will 
by giving the sale of our oil fuel into their 


Hands, they will, by virbue of the monopoly whieh Hey will thie sees East, be 
blo to dictate thet own prico to consumers 


fn Belt as they havo a number of existing i 
in Fastorn ports, it would be a waste of 

are quite ready to undortako the market 

the better prices that would result from the 


quite sound, and unless we can rely on. stron; 
wo ahull, in the interests of our shareholders 
ne arrangement with the Shell Com 
ly nullify the object for which the Anglo-Persian 
for which Tord Strathcona, Mr, D'Arey, and the 
Company (Limited) are associated with it, wo do not d 
fulfilment of our duty to holders, we 
Tn some proposals which T have re ign 
Office there is a way out of this dificulty—the only one that occurs to me or to 
my salloagues—and ie ie i mitted that the preservation of the Persian oil-felds 
ih & source of supply for the navy is an Imperial. nece ind regarding. this 
there enn seareely be room for doubt—it ty I tentere ees the bounden dety of 
the Gove it to adopt step such as that in “lin my proposals, i 
Not only will this, by preventing a. monopoly, probably we te Admiralty many 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. per annum/bit it will gos wing the very grave 
tisk of supplies boing cut off in times of war which otherwise might, and probably would 
bo, the case, 
we the possible sources of 
controlled countries, Tn the eastern 
ith, independent, but which, as a large 
ify beregarded as a negligible quantity ; (2) British Bornes, 
Egypt, contralled by the Shell; (4) New Zealand, controlled 
hy independent. Of these Persia is by far the largest. feld, 
by secured, the Admiralty need be under no anxiety ay (6 
he East. 


at present unknown, 
8 an economical base of 
be a large producer, 
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No, 82. 
44458) ; 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


G2) 
eee bik pelo 1076 of 19th October. A ayy . 
TOUR laren NAO IOC peta ee pain 


Se Selec rain costa pes ee ones eeltemecmimees 


summon troops to Tehran in case of urgent danger, as ho alone was in a position to 
aries i or not. e % 

ELE enema Grin chemmedony ane be 
situation, and expressed earnest hope that such a step would only be taken in very 


Tia Excellency replied that we might be sure of this, and that Sir W. Townley 


would no doubt keep in contact with Russian Minister and make our views known 
to him. 


St, Petersburgh, October 21, 1912 





(44129) No. 83, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
». 628.) 
fe i) R 


Foreign Ofico, October 21, 1912, 


clap uy: 8 at Shiras 
tel No, 558 of 20th. October + Troops 
TOU Sara No of On: Tne 


(44130) Nog 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


fa. ae ie.) Foreign Office, October 21, 1912. 

felegraphic,) TR. “ oe @ 

Toh VASE auc ev eeged en mention’ GE Met Genta 
Corainancnren ae eatatel inky end sight Ion to conasan, I aid thee 
eling it sia for a Mec a x 

pee ee i Ee eaenen 
gnc nmin pinged ice geeele mate peccatneanT ae 
might also be taken up if Rusia thought that vould be a help. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 1085,) 


(44790) No. 85. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


ote) Foreign Office, October 21, 1912. 
a i assador i d me to-day that the Turkish troops had 
Srasiata lates tic ase ad Goenpien arr tip Tatoo Bein eae mae 
Russian Government had expressed satisfaction. pale eat seas es 
Tasked whether it was tho case that Russia had ed fres] aoe 
‘ho Ambassador, however had no infomation on this pint. ee 
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(44791) No. 86. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir O. Buchanan, 


Qo. 352) 2 
, Poreign Office, October 21, 1912, 

I SPOKE to the Russian Ainbassador to-day about the way in which the Russian 
press was representing us as haying obstructed M. Sazonof’s policy in the Near East, 
through fear of offending Mussulman susceptibilities. 

T said that, as tho Ambassador would remember, I had not opposed 
which M. Sazonof had made; and, though I had’ spoken of the sen 
Mugwilman opinion and had asked M. Sazonof not to make things dict for us by 
action which must offend it, this had been in connection with Persia, especially the 
bombardment of the shrino at Meshied, 

‘The Ambassador did not differ from anything which I had said, and observed that 
he had beon present, and remembered very well that my remarks had applied to 
Porsia, He said that tho Russian press just now was attacking M, Sazonof, and he 
feared that there was a combination of the extreme Right and the Radicals to assail 
the Government, 

Tam, &c. 
GREY. 





(44563) No. 87. 
Messrs. Seligman Brothers to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 22, 


Dear Si 18, Austin Priara, London, October 21, 1912, 

WE avo the honour of enclosing herowith, for your information, copy of « 
lottor which we have to-day sent to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co. (Limited), 

In reply, Messrs, Baring inform us that they must necessarily reserve to themselves 
full liberty’ of action in togard to such operations in Persian finance as may come 
hofore thein, diveotly or indirectly, in Loudon or elsewhere 

We remain, &. 
SELIGMAN Bros, 


nelosure in No, $7, 
Messrs. Soligman Brothers to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co. 


Dear Sirs, 18, Austin Friars, London, October 21, 1012. 
IN continuance of the conversations that a member of our ‘firm has lately had 
with you on Persian matters, we think it better to recapitulate and place on record our 
position with yard to F 
When Mi 
‘a Tonn to Peri s, The 
‘Mr. Shuster 
Etudes been formed and a loan to 
Po We have expressed to the two Govern. 
me 


‘The British Foreign Office replied to us as follows + 
“The Secretary of State has informed the Rassian Goyernment that he would 
haye no objection to the groups which form the Société d'Etudes floating a loan as a 
¢ trausiction from the ‘Trans-Persian Railway on the understanding that some 
wnt is arrived at with your firm 


‘The Russian Ambassador wrote to us as follows 


the preliminary negotiations with the Banque 

vys-Bas concerning the issue of the proposed Persian loan, he has 

pointed out to this bank that the consortium of the: ‘Trans-Persian Railway should come 
toan arrangement with you" (Seligman Brothers). “The Imperial Government are 
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therefore of opinion that you should communicate wlth the consortium and respond 
to their proposals, which will properly be made through the London group of the said 
consortium.” 


We accordingly communicated with the Société d'litudes in Paris, who referred 
ito. yourselves,” We have reosived no delnita propomls fom you ou tho several 
‘occasions when this matter has been under discussion ; but we have expressed to you 
our willingness to modify our claim to the whole of the London issue, and our readiness 
to act jointly with the ie representatives of the 6 d'Etudes in the issue of a 
Persian loan, if and when it becomes a practicable possibility, ‘This ropes involves a 
considerable concession by us, as we think you will yourselves acknowledge, 
‘We remain, &¢, 
SELIGMAN Bros, 





(44625) No. 88, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey—{Received October 22.) 
(Wo, 563.) if pe 
legraphic) Tehran, October 22, 1912, 
Y telegram No. 500 of 20th October. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs called on me yesterday. Owing to indisposition and 
various causes I had not been able previcusly to ascertain views of his Mighness on 
the present situation. He is of opinion that Regent should be retained in office for 
tho prosont, but that Cabinet should be reconstituto. His Highness most strongly 
doprecates ‘the appointment of Saad-ed-Dowlch as Regent or Primo Minister, and 
assured me that he could bring nearly all the members of the present Cabinet to me 
to declare they would profer even Moliammed Ali's restoration to Saad-ed-Dowleh 8 
Regent. Ho added that latter's assumption of office would mean immediate 
Aisturbances throughout the country, aud that such an appoiatment ean have no other 
object, 

Ministor for Foreign Affairs is strongly of opinion that Ain-ed-Dovleh is tho best 
mman to form new Cabinet, His Highness added that the Governmont will not. siga 
concessions while present uncertainty existe, 

My Russian colleaguo is a strong supporter of Ain-ed-Dowleh, who, as you know, 
has for some years not been on friendly terms with this legation, ‘What should not, ia 
my opinion, militate against him if he is the best man to establish some sort. of order 
in Persia. “ His appointment would meet with Bakhtiari opposition, which could 
doubtless be overcome if it were seen that both the legations aro acting in concert, 


_——$<——— ee 
(44628) No. 89, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 22.) 


(No 504), 
Telegraphio) Teliran, Octobor 22, 1012, 
FOLLOWING from Shiraz, No. 178 of 21st October:-— 


“ Governor-General informs mo he is entrusting road from Shiraz to Kazorun to 
150 gendarmes and 110 local riflemen from villages along the road. Swedish officer 
proposes leaving 24th October with gendarmes and special envoys from Governor. 
General to arrange matters with local headman, &e, He will go direct to Kazerun, 
Whenee he will return, scattering gendarmes along the road. Local riflemen are to be 
under and paid by gendarmerie. Rahdari to be forbidden, ‘The Governor-Cieneral 
Proposes to dispense with tribal assistance for guarding of road. roi Kazerun 
special envoy should proceed to Bushire endeavouring t0 make temporary arrango- 
meuts with headmen, who are to be left in charge of road until Fars Government can 
deal more fundamentally with that part of the road, on which attempt to abolish 
rahdari will not be made. I gather, however, that attempts will be made to 
moderate it. 
“ (Repeated to Bushire.) ” 

er for Foreign Affairs told mo Governor-General had had most enthusiastic 
Teception at Shiraz. Presumably he has assured himself of the tribesinen before 
taking, #0 soon after his arrival, a step that appears hazardous, 
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(44653) No. 90. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved October 22.) 
(No. 565,), 
(Coleg) R. Tehran, October 22, 191 

11S Majesty's consul at Mohammerah reports that a representative of Bakhtiari 
Khan has made a satisfactory arrangement of their differences with the Sheikh of 
Mohammorah, 

Agreement will be ratified later on, when Sardar Jang and Amir Mujahed are to 
moet, 





(44647) No. 91. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Hiward Grey.—(Received October 22.) 


(No, 512.) 
(Welexcaphic.) Constantinople, October 22, 1912, 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Ministor for Foreign Affairs has asked me for a copy of proets-verbal of sittings 
provious to ‘Treaty of Erzeroum, 

May I furnish him with duplicate copy communicated to Persian delegates in 
accordance with instructions contained in your despatch No. 198 of 14th May last ? 

T would beg for a couple of extra copies for use of embassy. 


(44458) No. 92. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 692.) 
(Wolographic) Re Foreign Ofie, October 22, 1912. 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 382 of 21at October, 

You should act as suggested in last paragraph, If Russian troops go to Tehran, 
unless in caso. of extreme necessity and obvious danger, it will cause great anxicty 
hore and be taken by public opinion to imply that Russia means to annex the north of 

Porsia, 

It becomes inoreasingly desirable to show public opinion hore that Anglo-Russian 
co-operition leads to something more than occupation of places in Persia by Russian 
troops, For this purpose it would be most valuable if the concession for Mohammerah= 
Khoremabad Railway could be put through ; it would not at all impair ite value for 
this purpose if it coincided with the granting of a concession for ono of the railways 
that Russia wants i tho north, Could not you and your Russian colleague bring this 
about ? 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1094.) 





(44130) No. 93. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @, Buchanan. 
(No 1089.) 


(Delegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 22, 1912, 
for ek TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 569 of 20th Ootober:'Eleotion of Regent 
for Persi 
Your Excellency might suggest Mustaufi-el-Mamalek as Regent to Russian 
Government, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 630.) 
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(44733) 4. 


Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofice-—(Received October 23.) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, October 21, 1912. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd July last, in which it is stated : — 


1, That the Russian Minister at Tehran concurred with His Majesty’s Minister 
that the moment was opportune for pressing on the question of the 
Mohainmerah-Khoremabad Railway, aud that such action might be of somo 
assistance to M. Poklewsky in his efforts to secure the Tabriz-Urmia line, 


and 

‘That Sir Walter Townley had beon requested to use every endeavour to obtain 
a promise of the concession, and to report what form of prossure would, in 
his opinion, be likely to prove effective, 


Tam desired by the Persian Railways Syndicate to enquire as to what has beon the 
result of Sir Walter Townley’s representations to the Persian Government. 

‘The syndicate makes this enquiry because their advices from ‘Tehran soem to 
indicate that instead of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway being pressed on it 
has now been relegated to a secondary place, it apparently. being intended to await the 
result of the Russian negotiations for tho Tabriz—Urmia line before any further action 
in regard to the former be taken. 

In view of the contents of your letter as above quoted, my syndicate cannot bolieve 
that this is the case, and would be glad to know what is the ‘present position of the 
negotiations, 

‘As indicated in mny letter of the 27th Soptember to Mr, A. 0. Wood, copy of whieh 
T beg to hand you herewith, the Persian Goverment have before them the dratt 
contract agreed with Mr. Shuster in his capacity of treasuror-general, and soving that 
AM. Poklowsky was anxious that our application should bo pressed on, there appears to 
be no reason why this should not be signed at-onco without waiting for the conclusion 
of the Russian negotiations in respect of the Tabriz~Urmia lino. 

Tam, Sir, &e, 
, GREENWAY, 


Enclosure in No. 94, 
Persian Railicays Syndicate to Imperial Bank of Persia (Pehran), 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
London, September 27, 191 
E aro in receipt of your letter of the Oth instant, and regrot to ee that tho 
matter of the concessions has again been shelved indefinitely. 

You will no doubt do your utmost to get it brought to the fore again at tho earliest 
possible moment in accordance with the desire of the Foreign Oflice and ourselves, and 
the desirability of this is the gr h as Lord, Revelstoke, who is at the head 
of the Trans-Persian Railway Syndicate, has been invited to Balmoral to join in the 
discussions between Sir Edvard Grey and M, Sazonof, and will doubtless not miss this 
favourable opportunity for trying to obtain prior consideration of the ‘Trans-Porsian 
proposals. 

As you know, the Trans-Persian Syndicate hias been told all along by the Foreign 
Office that the Mohammerah-Khoremabad and/or Burujird-Hamadan lines must take 
precedence of the Trans-Persian schemes. ‘The syndicate have always accepted th 
Position, admitting that the former schieme is entitled to this precedence, not only by 
Virtue of the greater advantages of the line both to British and Persian intorests, buit 
also in respect of the earlier promises of support given to it by the Foreign Olice, 

This being the position, we must_not allow it to be relegated to the background ; 
and with reference to your ‘remarks in your letter of the 4th instant to Sir Walter 
Townley that the Cabinet is not likely to take any notice of tho. contracts agreed with 
Mr. Shuster, we would like to point out that the position we maintain in regard to this 
contract is that it has been actually passed and accepted by the Persian Government in 
the person of Mr. Shuster, who had full. powvers to conclude the contract, and therefore 
that it is pot gpen to further smdiication in any essential respect a 
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‘As you are aware, the contract was finally passed and accepted by M 
and the only step that remained to be taken was its submission to the Medjliss, whose 
endorsement of Mz, Shuster’s action was necessary as a matter of form.  Cousequently 
the line to take now is, we think, merely to call upon the Cabinet to complete the 
coftract, i.e, to perform the act, which, if Mr. Shuster had retained his post, would 
have been carried out last year by the Medjliss, 

If the diffe ubers ol the Cabinet are allowed to intervene and suggest all 
Sorts of new conditions in the hope of making “mudokbil,” finality will be never 
arrived at; and if you can get Sir Walter ‘Townley to accept this view and support 
‘nr application in this manner, there is no reason—if, as you say, the Russian Minister 
is not likely to raise. an tion to our project going through—why our contract 
(uhich is an eminently favourable one to the Porsian Government) should not be signed 
forthwith, 

Yours faithfully, 
C. GREENWAY. 





[44819] No, 95. 
Sir W. Townley to Sin Bdward Grey.—(Ieceived October 23,) 


) Teliran, October 23, 1912. 
MY despatch No, 167, 
Following from consul at Shiraz, No. 182, 22nd October :— 


From conversations with Governor-General, I gather he proposes to leave the 
question of Ikhaniship open for the present. It has less importance in winter, the 
‘tribes being widely scattered, He has summoned Souleted-Dowleh to. Shiraz,’ but 
will nol be surprised ifthe laiterrofuses to come, “Meanwhile, Souletes-Sultanch who 
appenrs to bo the mere puppet of Soulot-d-Dowleh, will be left in nominal charge 
of tribes, 

rag Governor-Conoral considers Kawam’s assistance very valuable, and proposes 
to rotain him if ho will eo-operato loyally. His Excellency seems to have inspired 
Kavvan with somo confidence for the prosent. 

{The Governor-General wishes t0 avoid partisanship and to support all individuals 
of all partios who work loyally with tho Government. Ie proposes. to avoid drastic 
action during tho winter, meanwhile organising force under Dariabegi to be ready for 
the spring when his Excellency hopes to be in a position to impose his will on the 
tribe 

; He thinks it inoxpedient to take strong action for the apprehension of culprits of 
attacks on our troops until he has organised the above-mentioned force... {lo 
heir arrest would bo easior if their execution is not domauded, I should be grateful 

tructions as to whother or not I should acquiesce in the waiving of capital 





(44787) No. 6. 

. /: Vownley to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received October 23,) 

(No, 5 

(Telesraphie,)  Deeod Tehran, October 23, 1912. 
TOLLOWING received from Douglas, Shiraz :— 


“Squadron from Ispahan arrived 20th October without incident,” 


—————— 


(44816) No. 97, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdhoard Groy.—(Received October 23,) 


(No, 568.) 
(Polographic.) I ‘Tehran, October 23, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 657 of 18th October, 

Following from consular officer at Tabriz, No, 95 of 22nd October -— 

j, Some of the troops referred to with Persian prisoners have gone to Khoi. An 
English traveller informs mo that he mot on the Khoi road about 800 men, eonsiating 


or 


of six Caucasian rifles and company of Cossacks, and that there were some 1,000 troops 
at Marand waiting to proceed in the same direction, . 

“From the same sonrce I learn that Russians have built permanent quarters for 
general officer commanding and officers in Khoi, where they have already 3,000 or 
4,000 men. 

“The force mentioned in the first paragraph also contained eight machine guns.” 


Following from consular officer at Tabriz, No. 96 of 22nd October 


“[Two groups undeeypherable], Stovens has received following information : 
“Large contingent of troops arrived at Julfa; 500 infantry came into the town! 
“(My Russian colleague states that above consists of oue regiment destined for 


(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 





No. 98. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
Foreign Ofico, October 23, 1912, 


logram No, 512 of 22nd October : Tureo-Persian frontion. 
‘There is no objection to course you propose if your Russian colleaguo agrees, 





[44625] No. 99, 


Sir Bdvoard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
No. 1097.) 
Telegraphic.) Re Foreign Offtee, October 23, 1912, 

SIR’ W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 563 of 22nd Octobor. 

Your Excellency should communicate Persian Minister for Foreign Affaire’ 
remarks about Saad-ed-Dowleh to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and alap 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs! remarks about Ain-od-Dowlo 

Your Excellency should add that, although our record of Ain-od-Dowleh ia nob 
catirely satisfactory, wo should be prepared to agreo to his appointment as Prime 
Minister if Russian Government support it. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 633.) 





[43719] No. 100. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir I. Bertie, 
No. 514.) 
ir, Foreign:0 flee, October 23, 1912, 

{HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No, 444 of the 7th instant, oporting 
® conversation with the Regent of Persia, Nast-ul-Mulk, 

Your Excellency may assure Nasr-ul-Mulk that if a change takes place in the 
Regency, His Majesty’s Government will certainly endeavour to secure tho: personal 
Protection for which he asks. 

Tam, to, 
H. GREY. 





(48458) No. 101. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, r Foreign Office, October 23, 1912, 

x An directed by Secretary Sir E. Groy to acknowledge tho receipt of your lotior 
of the 14th respecting the lighthouse depdt on Abadan Islacd. 

J am. to inform you that a letter, in the sense of memorandum enclosed in your 
letter, was addressed to the Anglo-Petsian Oil Company os the lath Orta 
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str. Greenway, of that company, has intimated unofficially that the terms of that 
Totter aro acceptable to the company, and this will be confirmed in writing forthwith. 
Sr B: Grey concurs inthe terns ofthe draft telegram enlosol in your Iter 
am, &e. 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(44859) No, 102. 


Consul Sterens to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Recetved October 24.) 
(No, 16.) 
ir, Batoum, October 12, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to report that, before leaving the Caucasus on a short visit 

to St. Petersburgh on the 10th instant, the Viceroy orilered the dispatch from the 
n Cauicass to Azerbaijan of three battalions of the Slst Apscheron, three 
battalions of the 84th Shirvan infantry regiments, and one battery of artillery. 

The action taken by the Ri regard is reported to have 
been rendered necessary in consequence of continued brigandage aud robberies by 
Ki of lawlessness by Persian and other fidayis who took part in the 

ances at, Tabriz, and a8 a measure taken to restore order and confidence on 
lo ronds in Azerbaijan, which apparently have recently become very unsafe. 

I learn that the reinforcements now being moved south will 

‘nl troops oporating in Persia by a8 many as 5,000 men, and. will 

ical strength of tho Russian Punitive Expedition, as this small a 

Northern Persia, to 21,000 men, 

T understand that thi ‘a n Railway has suspended all goods traffic on 

its lines leading from nlfa, Aloxandropol, and Kars. 
Thave, &. 
P. STEVENS, 





(44963) No. 103, 


W. Townley to Sir Bdtoard Grey—(Received October 24.) 
(No. 569.) 
(Mologeaphies) Th ‘Peliran, October 24, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 664 of 22nd October, 

Colonel of gendarmerie tolls me that heonly consented to the gendarmerie proceeding 
to Kazerun on the receipt of information from officer cot inding at Shiraz that 
Governor-Conoral had received thoroughly satisfactory assurances from tribal chiefs, 
‘Throo Swodish officers accompany’ the foree. 

Colonel is asking for permission to send for two more officers, to replace one 
invalidod home as the result of wounds received near Han Colonel Merri, 
who has resigned. 1 presume His Majesty's Goverament have no objection. 

(Sout to St, Petorsburg.) 





(44977) No. 104, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 
No. 670) 
‘elexeaphic,) Teliran, October 24, 1912, 
T SPOKE to Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday in the sense of your telegram 
No, 682 of 22d October, 
assured mo that the Persian Government are favourably di 
y scheme. He added that he hoped that a final decision would. bo 
opeated his previous assurance that this concession would be 
at the same time as that to Russia for the Julfa-Tabriz line, He asked my 
about this, and T strongly urged Russian request should be granted, 
(Sent to embassy.) 
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(44984) No. 105. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 24.) 
(No. 386.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, October 24, 1912, 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 1089 of 22nd October and 1097 of 2rd October. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs does not consider Mustauli-ul-Mamalek a suitable 
person for the Regency, nor does he attach any importance to what he tormed the 
persoual views of Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as recorded in Sir W. Townley's 
telegram No. 563 of 22nd October about Saad. He said that we must have a strong 
man as, Regent or Prine Minister, as otherwise we should bo opening tho door 
to return of exShah. As it was impossible, apparently, to get Saad appointed 
Regent, we must secure his appointment as Prime Minister. He thought that this 
question had been definitely settled between us (see your telegram No. 976 
cof 5th October), and Saad had already been invited to return to Tehran, 

Ain-ed-Dowleh was nota strong man, but would do quite well as Regent with 
Saad under him os Prime Minister. He thought that latter ought to be consulted 
before we settled anything about the convocation of a Medjliss, but subject. to this 
condition he had personally no objection to fixing date of election about six months 
hence as suggested in your telegram No, 621 of 21st October to Tehran, provided that 
steps were at the same time taken for constitution of a Senate, 





(45066) No. 106. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived October 24) 
(No. 527.) ‘ 
(Telegraphic.) 

"TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

My telogram No, 517 of 24th October. 

Russian Ambassador is suggesting to his Government that the moment is opportuno 
for us to soucl in joint note requesting replies to Russian note of 22nd August and our 
note of 1Sth July. Tsaid that it appeared to mo unusual that I should ank for roply, 
here to the note sent to Turkish Ambassador in London, but that I would tell you 
of his suggestion, His Excellency is evidently alarmed at tho three months! 
olongation of commission may afford further opportunities for delay, ruling in 
reference to Hague Tribunal, especially if now war should bo in favour of Turkey, 


Constantinople, Octobor 24, 1912, 





(44819) No. 107. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 634) 
(Pelegraphie,) Foreign Ofico, October 24, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 666 of 23rd Ootober : Punishment of aggressors in attack on 
ish troops. 
‘Consul may acquiesce in waiving capital punishment, 


(44963) No. 108. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 635.) 


(Telographic.) R. Foreign Osfice, October 24, 1912, 
“FOUR telegram No, 569 of 24th October: additonal Soni ohar, 
No objection. 
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(45045) No. 109. 


India Ofico to Foreign Offic —(Received October 25.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
Socretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of Stato, copy of enclosures received in a covering letter from. the 
Political resident in the Porsian Gulf, dated the 2th September, 1912, on the subject 
of the present situation in Luristan. 

Tndia Office, October 24, 1912, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 109, 
Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, September 2 

IN forwarding a copy of the enclosed letter from His Majesty's vice-consul ab 
Ahvva, roporting overtures from somo of the Dirakwand chiefs, I have the honour to 
Fevort to the subject of the strongtliening and extension of our influence from Dizful 
northwards, and to urge the n ity for on at the present time for the furtherance 
of that object, 

2. It will bo remembered that, as the result of the set-back which we experienced 
from the attack on Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Lieutenant Lorimer in 1904, we 
wore obliged to abandon for the time all idea of further forward action, and although 
in the yoars which ensued, the question of reopening negotintions with the tribes was 
sovoral times tho object of local attention, and that of higher authority, Government 
continued to maintain the view that the epoch was inopportune for any fresh, enterprise 
in that roxion ; until the summer of 1911, when, in connection with the formulation 
Of « proposal for'a British railway concession for a Tine from Mohatmerah northwards, 
T forwarded, with my support, & suggestion from Lieutenant A. 'l. Wilson that he 
‘should itted to snake another attempt to enter the country in question and 

ts, Ilis Majesty's Government were pleased to 
nt Wilson not only succeeded in breaking the ice 


Persian Government of an 

from Mohammerah to 

It is, in fact, clear from the recent correspondence on the subject that 

His Majesty's Government tegard progress in the direc wr reference as one of 

the most important, if not the chief, feature of their present policy and concrete 
intorests in Southern Persia, 

Hf, thon, this concession is possibly destined to take lively shapo at no distant 
dato, aul if, as would appear to bo the ease, His Majesty's Government take a keon 
interest in its speedy progress, we cannot ignore the fact that the knowledge of tho 
country to be traversed, and the influence over its nomad inbabi fants which we 
possess, is quite insullicient to enable us to afford the pioneers of the railway 
company the practical assistance and measure of moral protection which they will 
Jook for, and Tam very strongly of opinion that we should lose no time in making up 
way and improving our position, 

. In a lettor which I addressed to the Governmont of India Majesty's 
Ministor last year, primarily on tho subject of the distribution of the respective 
functions of our representatives at Mohommerah and Ahwaz, I advocated the with- 
Grawal of the latter from Arabistan and his employment to a greater extent in the 
direction of Luristan at that time thero was no immediate prospect of a railway 
concession talking shape, and my suggestion was merely pnt forward as a natural 
move in the right direction, 

. I beg. leave to digress for a moment at this point to remark that it was perhaps 
tuifortunate that in my communication above quoted, I suggested Burujird as one pf 
the centres at which our nominee could conveniently reside for part of the year. ‘The 
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fact that Burojird falls topographically within the Russian zone was, T venture to 
think, partly responsible for the rejection of my. proposals as a whole, of which, 
however, the location of our representative at Burujird for any portion of the year was 
by no means an essential factor. Provided that we had got our man in Northern 
Arabistan, it would have made little d 

eschewed the Ru 


ppeintinent direct from the Central 
Wilson's visit was actively intriguing 
against the Governor-General, of whose chequered fortunes he was to a largo extent 
independent. In view of these facts we may well leave Burujird out of our prosent 
calculations. 

6. Reverting to my communication above quoted, I would ask Government to 
romember that, in putting forward the suggestion’ made in that letter for the 
distribution of work, I made it clear that I did so merely as an ad interim moasuro, 
expressing the definite opinion that — 


Majesty's Government should decidle to push actively our Luristan road 
squezsion, and shoul negotiations for a railway through the samo tract tk ively 
shape, onr present staff of political offigers in these regions will not be sulicfont (0 
enabio. us to bring adoquate prema to beat. on tie teil leaden ne Tose 

and to stimulate them. to carry out the orders they may receive from tho 
Central Government as the result of diplomatic pressure on our part at ohran,” 


Tt seems to mo that that is the stage which we have now reached, and that the 
‘crim proposals which I made in 1911 for working this part of the country andor 
ich His Majesty's vice-consul at Ahwaz was to attempt to divide his attentions 
between the Bakhtiaris and Luristan can no longer be rogarded as adequate to mest 
present requirements, and that the necessity for the appointment of the third officer 
then adumbrated has now arisen, If the need and expediency of this appointment. is 
accepted in principle, the precise designation and domicile of the incumbent scoms 
matter of very minor importance; in any case, if the objections of higher authority 10 
my proposils of last year, in 80 far as they had reference to Burujird in the Russian 
sphere or even to Khoremabad, still hold good in spite of Russia having. apparont 
‘consented to support a British concession for a Mohammerah=Khoremabad railway, 
would no longer advocate that the new officor should necossarily be appointed consul 
for Luristan, as suggested in paragraph 13 of my letter above quoted. If it is 
ry to give him any consular appointment or status at all he might be. vico- 
consul to His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, with head-quarters at. Dizful, in tho 
Jatter’s sphere; but even that does not appear essential, and if it is desired (0 avoid 
er any reference to the Pa 


ijesty’s Minister, and venture to 

in the hope that the Government of 
gency to be dealt with by telegraph, Tn 
hat, apart from the particular grounds sot 
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forth in the above paragraphs, due weight will be given to the accentuated importance 
now attaching’ to any measure which will tend to increase our predominance in the 


neutral zone, 
Lhave, &, 
P. Z. COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 109. 
Viee-Consul Grey to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox, 


Tspahan, August 14, 1912, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a translation of a letter addressed to me 
by cortain Dirakwand mirs at Dizful, which was forwarded tome here, announcing the 
‘opening of tho Luristan rond, 

It is evident from the letter that a representative was sent to Nasiri to discuss 
with mo dotails and prosumably terms for escorting caravans, &e- 

1 propose to visit Dizful during the coming winter, and will take the opportunity 
to dise ‘oad question with the Dirakwand chiefs. 

Meanwhile, Lam replying to their letter and asking for more details, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 109. 


Dirakswand Chiefs to Vieo-Consul Grey. 
(Tranaation) 
‘After compliments.) let Rajab, 1330 (June 17, 1912). 
WE! roprosent that wo have sont Mirza Mohamed Taki Khan to you. He has girt 
his loins in your friondship and sympathy. With the subjects of the English 
consulates. wwe have shown friendship and done much service for them, now we have 


Birt our loiny in their service. Since you are one with his Excellency Sardar Arfa, 
and are his friond, we have sent Mirza’ Mohamed Taki to him also, to announce that 
wo have opened the Luristan Road, ‘Ten of our sons {or young met) wo have given as 


hostages so that the inhabitants and merchants of Dizful and Shustor may be confident, 
You also may be content. Mirza Mohamed ‘Taki Khan will inform you of all our 
friendly foolings, His word is our word. He is a groy beard, and is our representative 
on overy matter, Whatever he promises we will earry out. 
Compliments, 
Sealed— 

MOHAMED HASAN (Mir). 

KANSI (Mir). 

NABBI (Miz). 





[44984] No. 110. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 637.) 
(Pelographic.) Roreign Ofice, October 25, 1912. 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 386 of 24th” October, and my ‘telegram 
No. 629 of 21st October. 

Would it not be possible to bring about combination of Ain-ed-Dowleh as Regent 
and Saad-ed-Dowleh as Prime Minister, if it were at the samo time laid down that 
‘Medjliss should be elected within six months? ‘This might make combination more 
acceptable in Persia, and apparently Russia would agree to fixing date of elections 
subject to assent of Suad-ed-Dowleh and constitution of Senate, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 1105.) 


ss 
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144012) A No. 11. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


3 Foreign Ofice, October 25, 1912. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 180 of the 3rd September, I transmit. to 
you copies of letters from the India Offico and Treasury regarding the proposal to 
bring into line, as regards the dato of payment, the various instalments of intorest for 
the service of the Anglo-Indian loan, the Imperial Bank Ioan, and the recent advances 
made by His Majesty’s Government. 

Tapprove the proposal of Mr. Wood. 

Tam, &c, 
©, GREY, 





(45374) No. 112. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 
(No. 571.) 
Telegraphic) Bs Telivan, October 26, 1912, 
FOLLOWING from Tabriz to-day, No, 100:— 
“Russians continue to send troops and ammunition to Khoi, and have appropriated 
all the transport in and about Khoi, Julfa, and Salmas.” 


(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 





[45364] No. 113. 


Sir G. Buchandn to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
(No. 388.) 
(elegraphic.) It St, Petersburgh, Oetober 26, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 386 of 24th October, 

M. Sazonof informs ine in a private letter that Russian Minister at ‘Tebran 
agrees a8 to. unsuitability of Moubassak-ed-Dowleh as candidate for rogeney. 
Mustauficel-Arish Mamalek would bo more agreeable selection both to Russian Ministor 
and to Bakhtiaris, and would, moreover, seem ready to co-operato with Saad, the chiof 
objection to him being that he was the leader of tho ultra-democratic cabal in laut 
election for a Regent. In view of sinall available choico, Russian Government will 
not, however, decline to admit his candidature on this ground, but M. Sazonot considers 
the best course would be to await return of Saud to Persia before finally deciding. 
His Excellency again maintained that latter is the only strong man in Persia, and that 
once we are agreed to entrust him with post of Primo Minister it would be natural 
toconsult him not only as to the most. suitable person from all points of view to bo 
appointed Regent, as well as in regard to questions of the date to be fixed for election, 
the convocation of Medjliss, and creation of an Upper House. 

Saad should leavo Switzerland for ‘Tobran in a few days, and to await. his arrival 
and consult him would mean no groat loss of time, M, Sazonof trusts, therefore, that 
you will concur in the above views. 





(46417) No. 114. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 899.) 


7 Constantinople, October 24, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a communication addressed 
by the Sublime Porte to the Persian Ambassador informing him that the Sublime Porte 
agrees to the suggestion of the Persian Government that the period of six months 


fixed for the work of the Turco-Persian Frontier Commission should be prolonged by 
three months, 
Thave, &e. 


BRARD LOWCHER. 


[1501] u 
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Enclosure in No. 114. 
Sublime Porte to Persian Ambassador at Constantinople. 


‘M, !Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 22 octobre, 1912. 
EN réponse A la note que votre Excellenco a bien voulu madresser le 
mois, j'ai Vhonneur de Vinformer que Ja Sublime Porte adhire 4 la proposition du 
Gouvernement iranien tendant & prolonger de trois mois Ia durée de six mois fixée pour 
Tes tray de la Commission de Délimitation de Ia Frontiére tureo-persane siégeant 
aatucllement en vertu du protocole de ‘Téhéran en date du 8 (21) décembre, 1912. 
Veuillez, ke. 
: GABRIEL NORANDOUNGHIAN, 





(46500) » 115. 


Sir P. Bertie to Sir Bdwara Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
(No, 456.) 
si, Paris, October 26, 1912. 

T HAVE tho honour to inform you that T communicated to the Regent of Persia 
tho contents of your despatch No, 514 of the 23rd instant. He requested me to 
express to you his gratitude for your promise, if a change takes place in the regency, 
to endeavour to secure for him the personal protection which he desires. 

‘Tho Nasr-ul-Mulk wishes me to say that ho had desired, and still desires, to. go to 
London to confer with you on Persian alfains, but he realises that the present time is 
Not opportune on account of your being so much oceupied by the state of the Balkans 
‘and owing to the undefined position of affairs at Tehran, 

Thave, &, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 





[45488] No. 116, 


(0,572) Sit W: Pavol to Sir Bard Grey —(Recived October 28, 
‘0. 572.) 
(Welographie.) R. ‘Tehran, October 27, 1912, 

VICE-CONSUL at Yezd reports a most serious stato of things there. Mashaliah 
Khian, son of celebrated highway robber Maid Hussein, has seized town, and is 
endeavouring to got himself mado governor. Vico-consul’ adds that Mashallah Khan 
his libata prigonore and threatens to loot the town,  Ho‘adda that ho hears tet 
Mashallah Khan has stated that he will first attack vice-consulate, Russian agency, 
tnd bank, and that his life and that of the bank manager are in danger 
Mashallal’ Khan is made governor. 

T have warned the Persian Government of the danger, and lave held them 
responsible for lives and property of British subj 

Sardar Fattch, Bakhtiari, has been named governor, and has already left Tspahan 
for Yor at thy head of a considerable force, 

I have advised vico-consul of the steps taken, and have said, after consultation with 
Russian Minister, that we cannot recommend that Mashallah Khan be made governor. 
T havo instructed vice-consul to inform Mashallah Khan, in the absence of any 
constituted authority, that Russian Minister and myself will hold him responsible for 
life and property of foreigners, pending arrival of Governor-General, 





[45630] No, 117. 


; ‘ Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 73: 

(Telegraphic) En elair, Tehran, October 28, 1912, 
MY tolegram No. 572 of 27th October. 
Mashallah Khan has proved reasonable, and has left Yezd. 
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(45066) No. 118. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 862.) 


(Telegraphic) Foreign Ofice, October 28, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No. 527 of 24th October: Tureo-Persian frontier, 

I do not consider that moment is opportune for pressing Turks on this question, 
and I should especially deprecate presentation of a formal joint note; but your 
Excollency might take any suitable opportunity of intimating unoflicially to ‘Turkish 
Government that it would be prudent to return a conciliatory and early reply to the 
Russian note of 22nd August. 

T gather from Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 369 of 9th September that Minister for 
Foreign Affairs was disposed to accopt Russian proposals, and that he regarded 
‘Mohammerah line ‘‘as practically settled,” 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 639, and St, Petersburgh, No. 1110.) 





(45066) No. 119. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 


(No. 1111. Confidential.) ° 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, October 28, 1912, 
‘THE Turkish Ambassador expressed uneasiness to-day as to reported active 

military preparations of Russia in the Caucasus, Haye you any means of ascertaining 

whether there is any foundation for such reports? 





[45734] No. 120. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice (Received October 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Secretary of State, copy of tuclosurs in a letter from the Foren Secrotary to the 
Governnient of Indi, dated tho 19th September, 1912, olative to wirolow telography 
in Persia, 


India Ofice, October 28, 1912. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 120, 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic.)  P. Bushire, Septomber 8, 1912, 
VIRELESS telegra 
Reference my telegram dated the 9th Juno, 1912, have received the following 
telegram from the British Minister at Tehran, dated the 7th September, 1912 -— 


“T havo been informed by the director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Depart- 
ment here, that the euperintendent of the Indo-European Telegraph Company, Tehran, 
had applied, through the Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs, to the Persian Government 
for a concession by which his company hope to sectire the monopoly in Persia for the 
installation of wireless telegraph 

“Mr. Kinwood added that he was given to understand that, provided the 
companies ean secure this monopoly which they ask should run in connection with the 
convention they hold with the Persian Government up to 1945 for the working of 
telegraph line from Tehran to Julfa vid Tabriz, they are prepared to experiment with 

los telegraph in Persia at their own expense.” 
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I have now received the following telegram, dated the 6th September, from the 
Foreign Office — 

“ Wireless telegraph. i 

“Tn the circumstances, our scheme for wireless telegraph installations in the Gulf 
and possible extensions would be interfered with by the grant of such a Bees 
What is your view as to informing the Persian Goverment that the grant of the 
concession to the Indo-Eurvpean Telegraph Company would not be ble to His 
Mnjesty’s Government? Please see your predecessor's despatch No. 63, After 
consulting Sir P. Z, Cox, please telegraph your views.” 


Despatch No, 68 referred to embodied views expressed in your telegram dated the 
27th Match, would be glad to reoeive your views. 
My views I will submit shortly. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 120. 
Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


(elegraphio) P. Bushire, September 9, 1912, 
TRELESS telegeaphy. 

Reference your telegram dated the 7th September. It seems urgently desirable to 
make some communication on the lines suggested to the Persian Government, Your 
consideration of the two following points is invited :— 


(a) At pp. 82 to 8 of “ Aitchison,” vol. x 
conventions of 1865 and 1868 speak in general tor 
extonding and so “telegraph i 

to claim int hat this inc! 


But the most profitable lines for us to take will, ie seems to me, be to argue that 
obviously, wireless telography cannot be allowed to work in rivalry with the two 
organiations with which Poowian Government is already enngsted, but must work a 
part of tho existing systems and i them. 
virtue of thei 


raphy wherever 
Hog fo tho. Tad. 


a large sum annually. 

Tt would seom unnecessary at the present stage, if the above representations suflice, 
to discuss with Russia the subject 

Te iust also be considered by us how fir our Gulf wireless telegraph scheme is likely 

the issue now raised which, it might be explained to the Persian Government, 
is not for internal but is solely for external traffic, and if the present application for 
the concession cannot, by the tactics above suggested, be suppressed, what attitude we 
can best adopt. 

IMIS sea to Ua rsobeary tC oan be suppressed, is for us on our part to 
continue to maintain silence regarding our installations at Bushire, Henjam, and Jask, 
but meanwhile immediately to set up a temporary installation at Henjam pending the 

pt of « permanent installation, 

iY sects catesey, the epplingtian, sean be suppressed, that the Persian 
Government should be warned by us of our intention to regard as part of our 
comprehensive scheme for both shores of the Gulf the wireless telegraphic installation 
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at Bushire or any other Gulf port where we have a special position and_ prescriptive 
rights of control, and where, under any circumstances, we could not admit any other 
wireless telegraphic system than our own. ‘There seems to be no necessity, if we are 
prepared to make good the latter claim, in either case to mention, for the reasons 
stated in telegram dated the 28th Mrch, a copy of which was sent to India. with my 
letter dated the 29th March, our installations at Jask or Henjam, 

(Repeated to the Foreizn Department with reference to my telegram dated the 
Sth instant, and addressed to His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran.) 





[45756] No, 121. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received October 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herowith, for. the 
information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a tlegram from tho Vieoroy, dated 
the 17th October, 1912, and a telogram to the Viceroy, dated the 19th October, 
1912, regarding the Persian railway survey, 


India Offce, October 28, 1912, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 121, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crowe, 


(Telegraphic.) P. October 17, 1912, 
WE consider it of highest importance that geological expert should accompany 
party employed in Persian railway survey. Should your Lordahip sanction propoual, 
would request that Tipper, Geological Survey of India, on leave, may be instructed to 
roceed to Karachi immediately. He will bo treated as compulsorily recalled to duty. 
Mens St aerataticnqauialne se iied aes 


Enclosure 2 in No, 121, 
The Marquees of Crewe to Government of India. 


(otegraphio)  P. India Ofice, October 19, 1912, 
PERSIAN railway ourvey, 

Please refer to your telegram of 17th instant, in code, 

I do not clearly understand your proposal as to Tipper’s deputation, and desire 
to be informed what survey is referred to and whether the enquiries mado by tho 


expert aro to be directly connected with the construction of the railway or of a 
general character, 





[46764] No. 122, 
‘Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office. —(Received October 20.) 


3 Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, October 28, 1912, 

._ :L BEG to place on record the suggestion made by me at my recent intoryiew with 
Sir Edward Grey, viz., that His Majesty's Government may consider the advisability 
‘of appointing a vice-consul at Luristan, with head-quarters at, say, Dizful oF 
Khoremabad, with a view to paving the way, by making friends with the local chiefs 
and tribes, for the survey party which it wvill bo necessary to tend ont a8 woot ae 
the contract for the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway has been signed by the Persian 
Government. 

Failing such an appointment we are afraid that it will, in view of the unsottlod 
condition of Luristan, be quite impossible for a survey party to conduct their work or 
[1591] 
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to make the necessary arrangements for guards, labour, transport, &c., without the: 
protection of a strong Indian escort, i 
In the opinion of myself and others who are acquainted with the local conditions 
the necessity for this would, however, be entirely obviated were a tactful young officer, 
with a good knowledge of Persian, first of all to spend a few months in the district 
studying the local tribal conditions, and ascertaining which of the chiefs and tribes 
might best be relied upon for friendly assistance when the survey party commence 
their operations, 
Thave, &. 
(For and on behalf of Persian Railways 
Syndicate, Limited), 
©. GREENWAY, Chairman, 





(45821) No. 123. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Haward Grey.—(Recoived October 29 ) 
‘No. 540.) 
‘Telegraphic.) Re Constantinople, October 29, 1912. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

telog) 
ister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday that news had just reached the 

‘Turkish Government from Van that, in spite of assurances of the Russian Government 
to the contrary, Russian troops were being sent to occupy contested zone. 

Ho was asking for more dofinite information from ‘Turkish commanders on the 
spot, who liad received orders to evacuate directly the Persian Government took the 
necessary measures to keep order there. 





(46835) No. 124. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Foreign Office, October 20, 1912. 


Wo are informed by Russian Government that Turkish Government will evacuate 
hitherto occupied by thom, and the Porte desire that Persian Government 
ally doclare that they will themselves occupy these posts as soon as Turkish 
troops hyo withdrawn, and will promise to protect the Sunni inhabitants. Russ 
Minister at Tehran has beon instructed to urge this course upon Persian Government, 
and you should associate yourself with him, 
(Repeated to Constantinople, No, 873, and St, Petersburgh, No. 1126.) 





(45364) No. 125. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. G4.) 
(Meerehia) Foreign Ofice, October 29, 1912. 
MY tolegram No, 637 of 26th October and Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No. 388 
of 26th October: Porsian Regent and Prime Minister. 
What are your views ? 





[45834] No. 126. 


Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 1127, 
(olexraphic.) Foreign Office, October 29, 1912. 
MY telegram to Constantinople No. 862 of 28th October Turco-Persian frontier. 
Would you ascertain if Minister for Foreign Affairs is satisfied with the step we have 
instructed Sir G, Lowther to take, 
(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 874, and ‘Tehran, No, 641,) 
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(45821) No. 127, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Louther. 


(Tetegrap Foreign Office, October 20, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 540 of to-day: Tureo-Persian frontier. 
What exactly were the assurancos and how long ago were they given ? 

‘The best course the Porte can adopt is to accept forthwith the status quo of 1905, 
and to reply in this sense to the Russian noto of last August. Your Pxcellency should 
impress this on Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 646, and St. Petersburgh, No. 1184.) 





(45846) No, 128, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October $0.) 
(No. 396.) 
(Telegraphic:) St, Petersburgh, October 29, 1912. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
T informed Minister for Foreign Affairs of instructions sent in your telogram 
No. 862 of 28th October to Constantinople, and urged inopportunity of pressing question 
at this moment, 

Excellency said that it was necessary that we should show ‘Turks that we were 
acting together as wo always had dono in the matter, Notes might bo couched in tho 
most friendly terms and need not be absolutely identical in terms, but they cortainly 
ought to be sent in, 


(45846) No. 129, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Lowlher. 


(No. 804. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic) Foreiyn Office, October 80, 1912, 
Ooi URCOPBRSIAN fronton, ‘Tologram from St, Petersburg No, 206 of tho 2th 
tober. 


You should endeavour to induce the Porte at onoo to accept the suggestions mado 
by the British and Russian Governments, ‘This would obviate the necessity of formally 
ing for replies to the Russian note of August and ours of July last, 1 am 
id that the Porte will be serving her own real interests in accepting the 
suggestions, a8 this will haye an excellent effect, and you can so inform the Turkish 
Government. 
If however the Porto reinain obdurate you can draw up notes, in concert with the 
Russian Ambassador, asking for replies, Any peremptoriness in tone should be 
avoided in your note. 





[46160] No. 130, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived October 31. 
wg ley to Sir Bdwoard Grey.—(Reeeiv er 31) 


‘elographic.) Teliran, October 31, 1912, 
'URCO-PERSIAN frontier 

Your telegram No. 640 of 2th October, 

T urged upon the Minister for Foreign Affaire yestorday advisability of the Persian 
Government both making declaration that they will occupy posts to be evacuated by 
the Turks and taking proper steps to carry this out effectively, 

_ Minister for Foreign Affairs, who expressed grave suspicions of Russian intentions 
which no words of mine could allay, assured mo that necessary measures were being 
taken and that Persian Government are quite able to take over the region and preserve 
order in it, His Highness declared that they had both men and means to do’ so, and 
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he would not allow that the Governor-General of Azerbaijan had stated that he had 
the men but neither the money nor the arms requisite for the purpose. 

Russian Minister tolls me Governor-Genoral made this statement to the Russian 
consul at Tabriz. One's knowledge of Persian resources leads one to believe that he 
probably spoke the truth in saying so, 

(Sent to embassy.) 





[46141] No. 131. 
wo, 675) 2° : Tooley to Sir Bdteard Grey — (Received Other 31) 
(0. 515, 
‘dlographic.) R. Tehran, October 31, 1912. 
FOLLOWING received from ‘Tabriz, No. 102, yesterday :-— 


“My telegram No, 100. 

“T learn that more than 9,000 Russian troops with guns are marching into 
Unmia from Khoi, and that reinforcements for that place continue to leave Julfa. 
Consequently all traffic between Khoi and Tabriz is stopped for lack of transport. 

*'Heatnte garrisons ab tho two placos cannot bo ese tan, 10,000 men 


(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 





(46146) No. 152, 


ro 654) _Si7 Favor to Sir Bdtard Grey —(Resiva October 3.) 
No. 554, 
{ietope phic.) Constantinople, October 81, 1912, 
YOUR tologram No. 882 of 20th October: ‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
T do not think that any very defi es have been given, though Assim 
Boy more than once referred to verbal assurances given by the late Russian 
Ambassador, and, as reported in my telegram No. 69 of 22nd January, was endeavouring 
40 obtain vome guinrantes. 
Probably Turkish Government regards tho statement made by Sazonof to Turkish 
Ambassador as in tho naturo of assurances (see Sir G, Buchanan's despatch No. 59 
of 22nd February last) 





(46153) No. 133, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townl 


(No, 619. Confidential.) 
'Potegraphic.) “oreign Office, October 31, 1912. 
RUSSIAN Ambassador states that Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has now 
instructed Russian Minister at Tehran to endeavour to discourage the opposition to 
tho appointment of Saad-ed-Dowleh as Prime Minister. 
You should co-operate with your Russian colleague, 
(Ropeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 1142.) 





(46312) No. 134. 


; Sir W Townley to Sir Edveard Grey—(Received November 1,) 
(No, 676. 
(elographie.) ‘Lehran, November 1, 1912, 
HEGRE? to inform you that Lientonant Bullock, 27h Punjabis, has been robbed 
and badly beaten on Bakhtiari road near Douporlan on his way here on language 
Teave. 
Have taken stops to scour exemplary punishment of robbers and safo escort to 
Ispahan, 
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[46319] No, 135, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 
(No. 404) a‘ 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgli, November 1, 1912, 

Your telegram No. 1111 of 28th October. 

His Majesty's consul at Batoum telegraphs report that it is proposed to 
concentrate whole army corps in Urmia, 

‘Three thousand troops reported in Tohran telegram No. 575 of Slat October as 
marching into Urmia from Khoi are evidently part of those alluded to in Batoum 
despatch No. 16 of 12th October. 





(46337) No, 136. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foveign Ofice—(Received November 2.) 


Sir, 25, Abehureh Lane, London, November 1, 1912, 

WE understand there is a question of concluding a new loan for the Persian Govern= 
ment in the near future, and we respectfully beg that the Secretary of Stato for 
Foreign Affairs will be s0 good as to take into consideration the bank's claim to bo 
represented in connection with any such now issue. ‘The Secretary of Stato is awaro 
that the bank was established some twenty-three years ago, and by its concession it 
claims to be the State bank of Persia, 

Since our incorporation wo have, on all occasions when the Persian Government. 
have had financial matters to arrange, been called upon to taken leading part. in 
bringing them to a successful issue, and in the opinion of the hoard the present oceaston 

‘one where the bank should receive consideration for sorvices rendered in tho past, 
and the board of directors unreservedly place their services at tho disposal of His 
Majesty's Government. 

We have, &, 
‘t. JACKSON, 
Chairman, 





(56312) No, 137. 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 653.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofiee, November 2, 1912. 
‘FODR telogram No, 570 of 1ot November: Attack en Ligwennat Bullock, 
Please telograph if Licutenant Bullock has been seriously injured, and, if s0, how 
he is progressi 
Your action entirely approved. 





(46572) No. 138. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived November 4.) 
(No. 577, 
nea ic.) Re Tehran, November 4, 1012. 
‘OUR telegram No. 653 of 2nd November. 


.. Thave no further news of Lieutenant Bullock, who is not, I imagine, seriously 
injured. ‘There is no telegraphic communication along road, Consul-genoral. at 
Ispahan reports that drugs and other necessaries have been dispatched with an escort 
supplied by the Governor-General. 





(1591) 
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[46849] No. 139. 


Z Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Reeeived November 4.) 
0, 578. 
(Telegr fae Tehran, November 4, 1912. 

T HAVE not answered your telegram No. 637 of 24th October sooner, because in 
the present kaleidoscopic state of things I feared that to do so might create confusion, 
Politicians aro at their wits! ends, and members of the Cabinet are vainly seeking how 
to avert political doom which they feel awaits them. There can be no doubt that 
opposition to Saad-ed-Dowleh is very deop-seated, and is almost general. All the 
‘samo, I am of opinion that in all probability on his arrival at Tehran even his most 
determined opponents will change their tone. It is uow realised that he is considered 
by the two Governments as thie most suitable man to he President of the Council, and 
Thave detected signs in the last two or three days of an inclination to accept the fact 
‘with a good grace, although it is perhaps not unnatural, even in Persia, that there has 
boon strong disinclination to accept nomination to the most actively important positi 

é of a man whom nobody wants or likes at a foreign bidding. 

g under instructions received from you and Russian Government, Russian 
Minister aud Lhave beon taking steps to discourage opposition to dDovleh. I 
‘spoke very clearly to Minister for Foreign Affairs on 2nd November in this sense. His 
Highness has been a very outspoken opponent. Vossuk-ed-Dowleh dined with me last 
hight. In thename of the Bakhtiari leaders and other politicians he asked me to expla 
viows of the two Governments. I did so, and left him under no illusion as to the fact 
that Siad-ed-Dowleh bas their genuine support. He gave me to understand that a 
knowledge that such is the case would greatly clear the air and serve to reduce 
“oppositio 

Saud-ed-Dowleh is expected to arrive here at the end of the week, It is 
impossible to forotell what may happen until after his arrival, but as things stand at 
presont I seo small chanco of Ain-ed-Dowleh co-operating with him. Tt would serve no 
‘good purpose to prophesy, but I think that it is quite possible that we may be able to 
provide for all that 1s best in Persia to join Saad, but it is essontial that they should at 
loast enjoy the illusion that he is the popular choieo, and that his Cabinet has the 
approval of tho people. It would largely help to this end if the constitutional 
proceduro can bo observed. 

In order to do xo it will be necossary for the two Governments to bring strong 
prossure to bear on the Regent to make him appoint Saad-ed-Dowleh Prime Minister 
when the time comes 

(Sont to emba 





[46979] No. 140, 
Mesnr, Dixon anil Co, to Rorcign Ofiee.—(Received November 6.) 


Whitworth House, Princes Street, Manchester, 
Sir, November 4, 1912. 

WE are in receipt of your lotter of the 2ad November, and note with very great regret 
that the policing of the southern roads is still to remain in the hands of the Swedish 
gendarnies, We believe that these officers do what is in their power, but with the 

il funds at their disposal the outlook is absolutely hopeless, and after the 
8 Of pillaging ancl trudo losses, your letter is most disheartening. 

Wo draw your attention to a report’ in the press of the outrage on Lieutenant 
Bullock, who was not only robbed but stripped and beaten. 

As our repre ‘©.W. Kay, is: now on his way out to Persia with his 
wife to tke eha office, We are anxious about his safety, and should 
bo glad to kuow if there will bo within the next month or two any movements of 
‘troops from Bushire 10 Shiraz, and, if so, would Mr. Kay and his wife be at liberty to 

0 of them as an escort for Kis protection, 

We further wish to ask if we, acting in concert with other European merchants, 

y pity lor the escort of troops to convey our goods from Bushire to Shiraz and from 

wv to Ispuhian, and, if 30, what the cost of such escort would be? 

In conection with this aspect of the question, it appears quite obvious that no 
improveniont can be expected until the finances of Persia are put upon a better 
footing. In the present state of the country, we do not think it is possible for the 
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Persian Government to organise and maintain the necessary police, simply from lack: 
of funds, if not for other reasons. ‘These can only be obtained by means of a loan, 
Dut a loan will be difficult to negotiate unless some reasonable security for the 
interests thereon is given, 

Tt seems to us that the best means of obtaining such security, and as a means of 
providing a permanent remedy (as we believe we suggested as far back as 1910, and 
to which system at the time you gave your assent), would be to permit the Persian 
Government to make a surcharge of 50 per cent. on the import duties, the sui. 60 
raised to be used solely for the protection, in one way or another, of commercial 
interests. For ourselves, we may say that we would gladly pay this additional duty if 
we had assurince it would be used for this purpose under propor control, and wo 
believe that our fellow-merchants in Manchester would support such a suggestion. 

Some fow years ago mule hire between Bushire and Shiraz varied from 25 to 
{60 krans per 750 Ibs., and even in quite recent years ranged between 0 and 80 krans, 
and when we tell you that the rate now paid is 450 krans, or ten times what it used to 
be, and that practically the whole of this additional cost is caused by the illegal 
exactions of the muleteers by the so-called rond guards of tho local khans, you will 
understand that even from the point of view of cost it would be distinctly moro 

ntageous to merchants to pay an additional duty for the purpose we have 
indicated, if by this means they can succeed in gotting the rate of hire reduced 
to a reasonable and proper figure, 

We me is particularly because in tho concluding paragraph of your letter 
under reply you refer to the hopo of better conditions contingent on measures to 
be taken for the control of the Bushire-Ispahan road, and a recent agreemont between 
the Sheikh of Mohammorah and the Bakhtiari khans, as being hopeless features; but 
if the protection thus obtained is to be at tho cost of a system of robbery enforced 
against the muloteors by all manner of brutal means, sometimes by merciless 
thrushings and beatings, and even by occasional murders of muleteors in order to 
compel them to pay these exactions, we aro not hopeful that much good vill result 
from these measures, and we would respectfully. and most strongly urge upon, your 
cousideration the suggestions we have outlined above. 

We aro, &. 
H, ©. DIXON anv Co, 


Enolosnre in No. 140. 
Extract from the “Manchester Guardian” of November 2, 1912, 


Brrisn Orricen arrackup wy Punsta. 
REUTERS Tehran correspondent says Lieutenant R. 8, Bullock, of tho 


27th Panjabis, while travelling to Ispahan from Ahwaz, has been set upon by robbors 
near Dopolano, beaten, and stripped of hhis clothes and possessions. 





(46959) No. 141. 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Oftce—(Received November 6.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, November 4, 1912, 

TD has come to our knowledge, both from Arabistan and’ from circles in close 
touch with the Bakhtiari chiefs, that trouble is impending between Sheikh Khuzzel of 
Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari rulers. 

When some years ago the Sardar Assad loft Europe for Persia, while Shab 
Mohammed Ali was on the throne, he went out vid Mohammerah,” after sooing 
Sir Charles Hardinge at the Foreign Office, and he succeoded in establishing excellent 
relations with Sheikh Khuzzel. ‘These good relations continued for a considerable 
timo, surviving the overthrow of Mohammed Ali and lasting during the sossions of the 
Medjliss. Since the suspension of that body and the removal of all check upon the 
activities of Russian agents in Porsia, the situation as between Arabs and Bakhtiari 
hhas become steadily worse. The good offices of the Sardar Assad would seem to be 
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unavailing by themselves. On a recent occasion when Bakhtiari force marched to 
Shuster, it was found possible to compose the quarrel, This will be more difficule 
under the altered circumstances, I need not remind you of the serions consequences 
to British trade which would be sure to follow from a renewal of hostilities. 

Tam, therefore, desired by my board to request that the situation may receive the 
sorious consideration of His Majesty's Government, and that energetic representations 
may be made both to Sheikh Khuzzel and to the Bakhtiari chiefs with a view to the 
establishment of a permanent peace betiveen Arabs and Bakhtiari 

Thave, &. 
FRED. W. PARRY, 
Seervtary. 





[47052] No. 142. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 5.) 


Ne 580) 
‘Telographic,) Tehran, November 5, 1912, 
NING! conmul at Shira hoe submitted financial prograrume. drawn wp by the 

Governor-General, 1 point is that his Excellency should be guarantecd 
6 month by the Central Goverament to enable him to mect expenses of his 
administration, He has, suggested nk of Persia should open a credit 

nt on which ho can drav freely mnt; that all revenues of the province 

be paid into this a shortage should be made good by 

tho Government, Manager of the Imperial Bank after reference to Shiraz informs 
mo he cannot, do this, and the treasurer-general has no fonds at his disposal which 
would allow lim to give necessary gunrante 

Success of the new Goyernor-Ceneral’s mission is problematical, but its failure is 
assured if his Excellency eannot rely on securing sulliciont funds for earrying on. tho 
administration, Should he succeed in restoring order the revenues of the province 
would more than sullice to produce the sum requited in few months, In normal 
times re ‘iro estimated to produce 0001. a year, but their present 
possibi ative of the treasurer 
‘general, who will in about th had time to study the 
question. Ho will control revenue andexpend 

Want of money. is urgent, and the fature of the situation depends largely upon 
White it cour uo fetid cr ol. Aloud fortunuto resulta ralgat fellow aoa: His 
Majesty's Government be able to make some arrangement for financing the Governor- 
Goneral, for a few months, through the Imperial Bank of Persia. 


[46849] No. Mi 


Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


No. 1178.) 
(Pelosgraphite.) Foreign Ofiee, November 5, 1912. 
THHRAN telegram No. 678 of Ath November: Persian Prime Minister, 
Inform Minister for Boroign Affairs. 


[a7191) No. M4. 
Sir W. Garatin to Foreign Oficee (Received November 6.) 


Sir, 8, Bishopsgate, London, November 5, 1912. 
‘TRANS-PERSIAN Railw: 2 
At a mecting held in Paris on the 26th October the Société internationale d'Etudes 
 transpersan. was duly notified by the British group that approval 
id by the Foreign Office to the principle of a mission being dispatched 
at an early date, to negotiate with the Persian Government for the concession 
desired by the Société d'Etudes, 
Tt is now proposed that this mission shall be composed as follows :— 
M. Bizot, ropresenting French grou} 
Mr. F. C, Harrison, representing British group, 
ML. Raffalovich, representing Russian group. 
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Tt was arranged that M. Bizot will preside over the mission, which contemplates 
starting for Persia on or about the 15th December, 1912, passing via St. Petersburgh. 

‘The durat of the mission is estimated at from two to three months, for which 
period we understand M. Bizot proposes to apply for leave of absence, it being 
subsequently his intention to resume his post in the French Government service. 

On arrival at Tehran the delegates will present to the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs a letter setting forth the objects of their mission. 

A draft of this proposed letter (Enclosure A) is enclosed herewith for the approval 
of the Foreign Office, and we venture to hope that Sir Edward Grey will see lis way 
to instructing His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to support Mr. Harrison in his 
negotiations with the Persian Government. Tt is understood that the Russian and 
French Ministers in Persia will receive authority from their respcotive Governments 
to support M. Raffalovich and M, Bizot in their negotiations on behalf of the société, 

‘The actual alignment of the main trunk line contemplated by the société being 
dependent on the outcome of negotiations with the Persian Government, the results of 
engineering surveys, the approval of the British and Russian Governments, as well as 
the financial and ‘commercial aspects finally presented, it will he observed that the 
specification of towns and extensions is omitted from the text of the letter to the 
Persian Government, which has been drafted on the lines suggested by M, Sazonof, 

It should, however, be stated that certain extensions from the main trunk line 
may be essential to the sociéte’s interests, A note (Enclosure B) is enclosed for 
the information of the Foreign Office, provisionally enumerating certain concessions 
for extensions which the société desire to obtain in order to safeguard their interests, 

M. Sazonofs aide-mémoire of the 27th September, 1912 (communicated to Foreign 
Office the 10th October, 1912), suggests the conclusion of an agreement between the 
Russian and British groups emphasising their respective preponderating rights in tho 
Russian and British spheres of influence in Persia, ‘The proposed terms of thie 
mcrae avoricoenit esti uaal(Caalssre|O) ae Moana Caen ANALG 
the Foreign Office 

In order to enable the delegates of the Société d'Etudes to propare and start for 
Persia on the 15th December, it is proposed to summon a meeting of the Comité do 
Direction in Paris during tio month of Novombor, at, ehich tho British group lopes 
to be ina position to acquaint their French and Russian colleagues with the views of 
the Foreign Office on the points submitted in the present letter, Tt is proposed to 
suggest a date towards the end of November for the meeting in question, 60 as to 
allow of the fullest consideration by the Foreign Offico of the points at issue, 

Thave, dc, 
W. E, GARSTIN, 


Enclosure A. 


Draft of proposed Letter, 
M. lo Ministro, 

TA Société internationale d’Titudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, qui s'est erééo 
avec le concours des principaux Glablissements financiers francais et russes ot 
‘coli d'une des plus grandes maisons de Londres, et de ses coparticipants, a not 
fondation & son Excellence M, le Ministre de Perse d Paris, en lo priant d’en faire part 
4 son Gouvernement. 

Ta réponse transmise par son Excellence Samad Khan Montazos Saltanch, 
Permetiant de présumer un favorable accueil de Ja part du Gouvernement de Sa 

ajesté lo Schal, Ia société s'adresse done en touto confiance & votre Excellence pour 
obienir les autorisations, facilités et titres qui lui seront- nécessaires afin de mener & 
bien Ventreprise définio par ees statuts. 

Dans sa pensée, cotte auvre sora dés lo début avantagense 4 Empire de Perse en 
développant, au profit de ses populations, de son industrie, de son commerce, do son 
sol et do son adninistration ellenméme, log ressouroos do toute nature que Tiubsenoe do 
grandes voies de communication laisse aujourd'hui 

‘A cet effet, nous prions votre Excellence de nous faire accorder— 


1. Les antorisations voulues pour les études et Jes travaux préparatoires 

4Ja construction, sur territoire persan, d’un chemin de for reliant les fron 

t indo-britannique, et do ses extensions de tout genre de nature & concourir & son 

objet cae Cest-i-dire A Ia création de voies ferrées destinées au transport. des 
1591 
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Fovageurs ct des marchandises entre Ja frontitre russo-persane, d'une part, et la 
frontiére indo-persane, de l'autre. 

® Une option au profit de notre société pour Ia concession des lignes sus- 
indiquées. Cette option dovrait étre aussi assurée & la société pour Détabliceenenr 
des voies de nature a seryir d'affluents naturels a sa ligne principale, ow qui, dans des. 

8 dtrangéres, pourraieut compromettre 

3. Enfin, certains aménagements maritimes au terminus de nos lignes devenant 
néeessaires pour leur exploitation, la société voudrait également obtenir des séourités 4 
cet égard. 


La société confie & une mission spéci 
ment persian, Ses délégués y ajouteroi 
utiles et sont chargés d’étudier ave 


‘Schah de vouloir bien acoueillir nos 
ute eréance quand ils parleront au 


Enclosure Bi 
Note respecting Trans-Persian Railway. 


desired for extensions from— 


‘Main line (Wohran) to Khanikin, 
iy Ispahan. 
is Shiraz and Bushire, 
» Kerman, 
3 Bunder Abbas. 


ee, 


Inclosure C, 
Proposed Terms of Agreement. 


AYANT pris cu considération Vaceord survenu entre les Gouvernements britannique 

au sujet de Voption A demander par Ia Société d'Etudes am Gouvernontcs 
Porsin tant pour Ia ligne principale que pour ges extousions et lea aménagemente 
maritimes possibles, le conseil décide— 


1. Quo toute activité de In société dans les zones russo et anglaise de la Perse 
sora subordonnée accord des groupes russe ot anglais rospectivement. 

2, Quo les motlalités do Vexéeution des travaux ot de la réalisation des options 
obtenues seront établios ultérieurement par le conseil, 





(47188) No. 145. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived November 6.) 

No, 581.) 

(Tel mane) Tehran, November 6, 1912. 
YOUR tolegram No, 640 of 29th October : ‘Turco-Persian frontier. 


Persian Government have now received written communication from ‘Turkish 
Auubassador, in confirmation of verbal communication previously mado, stating’ that 


his Government aro prepared to withdraw their troops from Persian terri tory to the 
1005 line, provided that Persia can take steps to effectively occupy district suvauchr 
manner as to protect life and property of Sunni population, No allusion is made te 
Possible occupation of the territory by another Powor, but a hint is given that the 
whole frontier question may be referred to Hague Tribunal, 
Government wer, and_ propose to state that they 
‘ occupation in.a fortnight. Tt is intended to send Customs officials 
to frontier posts, and the Khan Maku will probably be entrusted with work of keoping 
onler. 


ee 
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(44977) No. 146, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 656.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 6, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 570 of 24th October: Mohtammorah-Khoremabad cone 
cession. 

Itis very desirable that concession should be granted without further delay, and 
you shiould take such action as you consider most likely to have this result, _ 

Wood telegraphs that Russian concession must take precedence. Why is this!? 

The mining concession should be granted simultaneously, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1184.) 





[47226] No. 147. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novomber 7.) 


Tehran, October 17, 1912. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 583 of the 23rd September, 1 have the 
honour to forward to you herewith copy of @ despatch which I havo. reoeived. fro 
His Majesty's vi ul at Abwax reponting the stops which have beon taken by the 
Bakhtiari chief, Sardar-iJang, to re-establish order in Bakhtiariatan and to ensure the 
safety of the Lynch road, 
youll bog. teall- your attantion to (uo oa factory naturo of this report, and 
T have reason to know that Captain Grey's presenoo and advico wore of great woral and 
material avsistanco to Sardar Jang. T-think that no small praise i due to Captain Cr 
for the successful initiation of a schome for seouring permanont security on the Bakhting: 
road, that there is good!reason to hope, oven in this eountry of disappointments, may be 
attended rusulls 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY, 


es 
Enclosure in No, 147. 


Vico-Consul Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Sir, Camp Chighakuur, Alweas, September 28, 1912, 

IN ‘amplification of my tolegrams datot the 30th August, 10th, and 18th 
September, 1912, [have the honour to submit. the following report on my. jgumoy to 
Chighakhur with Sardar-i-Jaug, and the steps taken by that ehict to re-establish orden 
in Bakhtiari country, and to assure the safety of the Lynch road :— 


hans which: would hamper him in 
{ie execution “of his duty would incur the severe displeasure of His’ Majoaty's 
Government, 

It was arranged that we should march slowly to Saman where Sardar-i+Fathoh 
Juld bring the replies from Amir Mujahid, and where Sardar-iJang had ordered some 
200 Bakhtiari sowars to concentrate. 

(Pn the 24th August Najafabad was reached, and a halt made the following day, 
Oa the 2cth wo reached Azizabad, and there rescived news that, Ainie Mujahid with 
fireral of the younger khans and a following of some 1,500 Bakhtiaris had moved fron 
is home (Shainsatad) to Del Kurd north of which village he propoved to forcibly resist 
our advance, 

On the 27th we marched to Saman where the 200 sowars, montioned above, joined 
‘nr camp, bringing the number of the Sardar’s following to some 500 horse and foot, 
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‘The same day Sardar-i-Fatheh returned to camp with messages from Amir Mujahid 
to the effect that he and the junior khans had no intention of resistin, the Sardar 
by oreo, and that, provided the Iatter was willing to support them in their just 
demands with the other senior khans, they were prepared to aid him by every means 
in thetr power, 

. Ou the 28th we moved to Deh Kurd where several interviews took place with the 
Amir Mujahid and the younger khans, ‘The Sardar-islang promised to support the 
Amir in ‘bis desire to obtain. « governorship, but we decided that we would try and 
induce him to accept the Bohbehan governorship for which he was peculiarly fitted 
owing to bis relationship with the Bahmai Kuhgelus, and his intimate knowledge of 
Aiubgela potion, ‘The Sardar promised also to uss his influence in favour of the junior 
Klians and in return obtained their undertaking to support. him, 

On the a0th August the camp was broken up, all the khans proceeding to their 
homes, while tonts, provisions, &e,, were collected at Chighakhur. 

On the dth September we all concentrated again ut Chighakbur, and here we were 
successful in porsuading Amir Mujahid to accept the Behbehan governorship, Tt was 
arranged that he should go to his home to make the necessary preparations for his 
eum, nun to Chighakhur about the end of September, and then leave direct for 
his now capital, 

On the ‘iJang and 
cz. 


Kovomnorship, On the receipt 

highakhur where it was explained to him tha 
under a misapprehension, and that he must 
was agroed that he should send M 

Imeanvbile Ko to Belibohan, tao th 

feuaranteo their goo behaviour, and 


junior khans, and proo 
Th i 


arrangements to ensure the safety 
have been selected from the 

w swotions are the best armed of all the 
magazine rifles, ‘These guards have bee 
money being paid fo thei before me, and th lar pay at the 
rato of 120 krans per month as long as their services may be required. The command 
of thos giana has been given to H h, theson of Hujabr-es-Sultan, the 
senior Kdinn of the aj a ve been placed at the disposal 
of this young chief. Tn addition to dof the road guards he has been given 
cortain powers o ie Dinaruni (Aurak) section, which occupies the terri 
tho road, and 300 this section have been ordered to remai 

f, aud made responsible for the safety of traffi, 
ultaneh with his guards left Chighakhur for the road on the 16th 
Soptembor, On the 18th September the ikhant announced to me officially the opening 
of the road, and I notified Ispahan and Ahvva, 

Tl is hoped that it wil be posible to consilerably reduee the umber of the 
road sguands once the Amir Mujabit has assumed contol wt Behochan, ea hes got 
the Kuhgelu well in hand. Sufficient men to garrison the six newly constructed towers 
with a few men at each of the six oF sew te halting places would probably” 
then bo sufficient to prevent any Bakhtiari interference with trate, 

The Sardar-isJang has promised that the question of providing and improvi 
accommodation at the yatious. stages arrangements for fodder and etfecting 
hocessary repairs to the track itself will receive his attention as money becomes 
available from bridge tolls, tribal revenue, &e, 

The arrangements made, in n, promise well, and Sardar-i-Jang is to be 
songratulited on the great deal he has accomplished in so short a time, Murteza Kullt 
Ki, oc having desided {0 accept the ibegehip, has rendered the Sardar i loyal 
Support and assistance, which was particularly valuable when esistance he you! 
Dionne a bpoversye a Tecnu nn en the season th oan 

[rhe tribal ndministration of the Sardar is capable and disinterested, aud he is 
tpidly gaining the confidence and affection of the tribes 
snc aN, Of the excellent work so far done by the Sardar, and his undoubtedly 
incere desire to see order restored and kept in Bakhtiari territory, I venture to point 
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‘our Excellency the importance of rendering him our utmost support, and of 
ing tat the suuple porters ho now enjoya untce Wis eunad” aro rot modi 
during the full term of his appointment. 
Thave, &, 
‘A. GREY, Captain, T.4., 
Assistant Resident, ‘Alwaz, 





(47227) No. 148. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 7.) 
(No, 215.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 17, 1912. 

WITH reference to tolegram No, 86, from His Majesty's acting consul at Tabriz, 
which I had the honour to repeat to you in my telegram J 410 of the Ist October, I 
have the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a despatch which I havo received 

: Cowan, commenting on the reactionary spirit at present prevailing in 
ind on the prospects of the ex-Shah, 

Lhave supplied Mr. Cowan privately with some i on upon the general 
situation that may enable him to answer questions of a puzzling nature that are put to 
him from time to time, 

T have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 148, 
Acting Consul Cowan to Sir W. Townley. 


G8) 
ir, Tabriz, October 1, 1912, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit fo you herewith a translation of tho telogtan. I 
recoived from the merchantsand Ulema of Zenjan, the substance of which [havo already 
communicated to you by telegraph, T have acknowledged receipt of the telegram, and 
informed the signatories that Tam communicating. its contents to you. My Russian 
colleague, who imilar telegram, has, I understand, returned a like 
answer. 

That the telegram and the closing of thie bazaars, whieh occurred simultaneously 
with its dispatch, were inspired by Shuja-ed-Dowleh I have not the slightest doubt, 
If proof were newded, it would bo furnished by the fact that he knew of tho telogram 
some time before it arrived at Tabriz, Moreover, the Governor of Zenjan, Muayid-ads 
Dowleh, is a brother and confederate of Shuja-ed-Dowleh, and apparently almost as 
forceful a personality. ‘Therefore, I do not feel disposed to place much relianco upon 
such demonstrations as evidence of the desire of the people of Azerbaijun 10 seo tho 
restoration of Mohammed Ali, 

At the same time it must be recognised that, in Tabriz, at least, public opinion hins 
undergone a remarkable change. It can nov, I think, be said without exaggeration 
that the former stronghold of Nationalism has gone over almost entirely to tho side of 
Absolutism, This is not to be wondered at when it is remembored that the bulk of 
the population of Tabriz. consists of merchants, who have suffered severuly daring tho 
disorders of the past:fow years. Tam assured by persons who have been long rosident 
in the town, and who are personally with men of all classes, that merchants who 
not so long ago were strong and sincere. constit 
advocates of the restoration of the ex-Shah. 
tional government was premature ; 
at Constantinople or elsewher 


ives—is to revert to an absolute 
it must be borne in mind that Mohammed Ali, while he 
an, had the reputation of being a strong, if somewhat 

‘oppressive, governor, and that he kept good order. 
On tho other hand, among the official, professional, and leisured classes, there aro 
undoubtedly many ardent speculative Nationalists, but itis questionable if any of those 
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would run the risk of airing their opinions if the ex-Shah were to put in an appearance, 
‘Thoir politics are confined to theory, and I do not believe that there is a nian among 
them capablo of leading a constitutional movement at the present time. Moreover, 
they are cowed by the presence in the town of Shuja-ed-Dowleh and his men. 
Shujaed-Dowleh is unquestionably in touch with the ex-Shah, and through him, I 
helieve, communications pass between Mohammed Ali and Sipahdar, Everybody here 
believes that the ex-Shah is going to be brought back, and, in fact, that ho inay appear 
in Azerbaijan at any time, Ho would certainly have every chance of establishing: 
himself in the province, as Shuja-ed-Dowleh seems to have suborned the most powerful 
Khins in his favour. Moreover, the nomadic Shahsevans would probably join him. 
‘Tho ailherenee of the sedentary Shahsevans of Zenjan is more questionable, asked a 
Persian notable here, wh: ly pacific, whether he thought there would be any 
fightin, abriz if Moh Ali returned. He replied, “ Not with all these Russian 
troops fore,” and I think hie . 
adhorents of Mobi i place sgreat hopes in th conversations between 
the Secretary of State for Fore rs and the Russian Foreign Minister, and I believe 
they are awaiting the resultof those conversations before venturing on any defi . 
A few daysngoT again hadan interview with Abbas Mirza, who is evidently reactionary, 
and he seemed to be porfeotly convinced that the British attitude towards Mohammed 
Ali would he modified as a result of the London meeting. I ventured to doubt it, and 
pointed out that Azorbaijan was not all Persia, and that T questioned whether the 
southern provitices would tolerate a rest The Prince poi 
Kermanshah (of which very garbled versions aro curr °) 
Giscontent with the present system. T replied that Yar Mohammed Ki 
not perhaps a particularly admirable person, had gone over to Salar- 
condition that tho litter granted a Medjliss, and that he had consistently been a 
suipportor and advocate of constitutional government. 
[find that the opinion that tho reactionary movement is almost universal in Persia 
is vory gonoral hore, and is not confined to Persians, I always say that it docs not 
incide with the facts in my possession, but those facts aro really vory few, and some- 
times Tam hard put to it to know what to reply. I should, therofore, be very glad of 
som” information on tho gonoral situation. 
‘Tho Russian attitude on the present situation strikes mo as lukewarm, 
M, Preobrajonsky has talked to me pretty freely (he is more communicative than the 
average Russian official), and I find that he shares the popular 0} mn that all Persia 
wants tho ox-Shah and no Medjliss, He men tho Bakhtin particularly 
Sarilur Assad, as being favourable to a restoration. — Ho wa il, selected by 
M, Millor to aet hero as boing a man ofmmedioere ability, inal ideas and not 
too much strength of character, who would carry on th initiated by M, Miller 
‘his ho is ond to do, but the strain of im: hat M. Miller would do i 
iginning to tell upon him, and thecarrying out of poliey which 
(to his general convictions involves 'him in contradictory statements. H 
position may be summed up by saying that he is a Liberal—excopt as regards Porsi 
He appears to bo convinced that Mohammed Ali will appear here, and that he wi 
in regaining the Throno, But he does not seem to care very much whether 


placo or not. 1 Uhiuk the fact of the matter is that the Russians, having 


themselves in Northern Persi they can take for themselves 

1x they might obtain from Mohanmed Ali, and that in other respects he might 
hem trouble ifhe were to return, and, therefore, they are not so eager for his 
have been some time ago, but that they aro still ready to 


y , that the partisans of the ox-Shah haye hitherto been feeling 
their any day they may carry their projects into exeention. f they 
should do 80, I can seo nothing to, prevent the success of Mohammed Ali in Azerbaijan. 
Practically all esimon are his partisans, and Sipahdar is known to be at heart 
‘reactionary. ‘Tho Kurds, who are the best fighting men, might possibly hold aloof, 
or fight for the highest bidder for their servi If, however, Mohammed Ali were 
to enter Tabriz, he would stand a very good chance of being assassinated. I have 
reason to believe that there aro still fedais in hiding, and one of these might be found 
sufliciently fanatical to sacrifice his life in what he considered a good cause. In ny 
ease, [think the chances would be very much against Mohammed Ali ever reaching 
"Tehran alive 

At present, for some unknown, reason, the partisans of the ex-Shah appear to be 
discouraged. Tt is possible that Hajib-ed-Dowleh, who I am informed has reached 
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Odessa, has reported unfavourably on the chances of euceess, and that Mohammed Ali 
thas abandoned his schemes for the present. ‘This, however, is purely conjecture, and 
to-morrow may see a change in their demeanour, and a development of their plans to 
restore the Sovereign they desire. 
Thave, &e. 
i. PATRICK GOWAN, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 148. 


Telegram from Zenjan, dated September 27, 1919.— (Through the British Consulate 
to the British Minister.) 
(Translation.) 

YOUR Excellency is awaro that in tho past few years, although a number of 
intriguers apparently asked for a constitution their sole object was to cause sedition, 
the consequences of which have upset the country and brought about great bloodshed, 
Nothing is left for the inhabitants, and their patience can endure no longer. Tt is 
evident that a country without a King is like a body without life, and so the only 
comfort for the genefal population of Persia is to bring back the Shah, 

We, the clerics, merchants, officials, and inhabitants (of Zenjan) from tho first 

stood the case and never wished to depose our Sovereign, and. we expressed our 

to this effect, and waited till it should become clear to everybody. At. prosent 
no romedy for the benelit of the country except to bring back the Shah, ‘a 
kind fathor for all Persians,” to his ancestral Throne. 

Weare but lhuman beings, and do not expect that the great Powers should tolerato 
more suffering and humiliation on our account, and we hope that His Imperial Majesty 
will in a neighbourly way help our Sovereign Mohammed Ali Shah in person and direst 
his kind attention to relieve our distress, 

(Signed by sixty mullahs, merchants, and others of Zenjan.) 





(47228) No. 149, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 


5 Tehran, Octobor 20, 1912, 
WITH reference 10 my telegram No. 515 of the Oth instant, { have tho Honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from His Majesty's 
consul at Kermanshah, reporting the attack made on tho town on tho Sth Octobor by. 
Yar Mahomed Khan and his defeat and death, 
T also enclose, copy of a provious despatch from Mx MeDouall, describing the 
immediately preceding Yar Mahomed attack, 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


nclosure 1 in No, 149, 


Consul MeDouall to W. Townley. 
(No, 120) 
Sir, Kermanshiah, Seplomber 28, 1912, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, in spito of strong telegeams from ‘Tehran, the 
ay went to Assalabad but has telegraphed this afteraoon to the ulema that they 
willl bo hore in three days. Salared-Dowleh telegraphed to me that ho was leaving, 
on the 27th September for Kermanshah, and to-day it is reported that Yar Mahomed 
with a force has arrived at Kamiarap, about 35 miles from here. Farman Farmia with 
the small forco at his disposal may take “bast,” but if the town is attacked and ho 
resists it will again be pillaged. 

‘Ho has repeatedly spoken to me and to my Russian colleague of thé necessity of 
Government supplxing him with funds to raise a local force, saying that local levies 
will fight for him if paid regularly. Unfortunately, he does not appear to be sincere, 
as his language to one of us does not always agree with what he tells the other. 
strongly suspect that Jhis constantly asking us to support hi ig money is 
parily due to a desire to handle large sums. At the same time it is certain that 
unless well paid the tribes would not fight for him, and it is doubtful if they would in 
any case as long as he has no outside forces, such as Bakhtiari, ‘The 160 Cossacks he 
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lias aro not reliable; his defeat near Hamadan, it appears, was due to their cowardice 
QF worse. Salar-ed-Dowloh always assorted that the Cossacks would not fight against. 
im. 

On the 26th, as reported by telegraph, the townspeople erowded to the British 
and Russian consulates and presented 4 petition, which is enclosed, with translation. 
‘Ulemas, princes, traders, and mechanics are all represented. ‘There is no doubt that 

is action was originally instigated by Farman Farma, but was only taken after many 
meotings and all swearing to act together. On the 27th, the Turkish consul wrote to 
Farman Farma that he also represented a great power, and a further crowd went to 
his consulate in consequence, ‘The people undoubtedly have eause to complain. There 
are a certain number who are partisans of Salared-Dowleh and the Government 
respectively, but the majority only ask for security to carry on their occupations. ‘The 
town was looted by Salar-ed-Dowleh’s savages in February, and the villages have been 
looted by both parties. Heavy sums were exacted by Salar and smaller sums by 
Farman Fara, ‘The people say that their property has gone, and that there is no 
security to try and recover what is left, or cultivate their lands. ” Only honour remains, 
and their wives and families are in either side storm the town, ‘They are 
prepared to submit to whoever ha ne ask to be allowed to be 
neutral. Farman Farma has orders to hold the town. Jieve, till the army arrives, 
that he has ouly enough men to hold. the cit z to Samsam-el-Mamalek 
Sanjabi that now was the time to iy, as the Government has the support 
of the two Powers. He has come in with his jubi and Guran, If 
ho is satisfied that the townspeople will im i ; [believe he may 
beable to save the situation, but thefr faith is doubtful. ‘This morning a deputation 
waited on me, begging that ‘the consuls would send to the Salar asking him not. to 
fight in the town. They also asked for protection for their families. After consulting. 
my Russian colleague, we replied that we could only protect those in “bast” in the 
consulates, but not their families and property in town, We have written to Farman 
Farma and to Salar, or commander of his forces, that it they fight in town they will 
bo responsible for all damage to foreign proporty. 

September 20.—Farman Burma has replied that the army leaves Assadabad to-day 
for Kormanshab, and that on his return he will order them to go out to attack the 


rebels and do what is Possible to avoid Sighting in town, but that, if unexpectedly, 


attacked, he must defend the citadel. 
Thave, &e, 
WW. MeDOUALL. 
Enelosure 2 in No. 149, 
Petition of Bastis to British and Russian Consuls, 


1 people of Ker each one represents one community, 
4 Jong time that we are not mastors of ‘our lives, property, good name, and 
Everyone from every side attacks this one handful of earth, Except killin 
and plunder, it has in the end no other result for the unfortunate people o 
Kormanshah, and especially in these days wo seo that our honour, lives, and property 
aro really in danger, Therefore we aro compelled to take refuge in the consulate. 
We bey you, the represent {a Great Power, neighbour to us unfortunates, to 
obtain, in whatever way you know, safety of life, honour, and good name, for we can 
endure no more, and until you give us security of life, property, and good name, we 
vill not leave the consulate. Our request is that the Goverument troops for war and 
the troops of Salar-ed-Dowleh do not enter the town, but fight outside. 
SULTAN-EL-ULEMA. 
AGA MAHOMED MEHDI. 
AGA SHEIKH HAD 
AGA RAHM. 
IMAM JUMA. 
AGA SH 
AGA ABUL HASSAN, 
HAIL AGA WALI. 
SHUJA-EL-ULEMA. 
ZAHIR-EL-ULEMA, 
AGA MAHOMED SADIK. 
NAIB SADR. 


Following princes and khans :— 


AMIN-EL-MAMALEK. 
SARDAR IJLAL. 
MUTAZID-ED-DOWLEH, 
SARDAR ASHRAF, 
SAMSAN-ES-SULTAN, 
AKRAM-ED-DOWLEH, 
AMIR MUKTADIR. 
MUAZID-ESSULTAN, 
NAZR-ED-DIWAN, 
ABDUL HASSAN KHAN, 
MANSUR-ED-DIWAN, 
UKU-ES-SULTAN, 

HAJ HASSAN KHAN KALANTAR, 
KULI KHAN, 
ASSAD-ED-DOWLEH, 


(And many others.) 


Enclosure 3 in No, 149, 
Consul McDowall to Sir W. Townley, 


(So. 128) 
ir, Kermanshah, Octobor 6, 1919, 
T HAVE the honour to report that the rebels under Yar Mahomed Khan Mujahed 
attacked the town at 230 a.st, on the 5th October, Faruan Farma held the, Govern- 
1g8 and the Bakhtiari and Sanjabi hold Chia Surkh, a hill suburb inhabited 
by Kurds, with two guns, About 9 at. Yar Mahomed, who had advanced to near the 
Square in front of the Government buildings, fell dead, shot through tho head. ‘The 
lkurs, of whom there wero about fifty with him, at once fled and rodo into. tho 
consulate asking for asylum, I told them that I could give them no promise of ‘safety, 
and they left, with the exception of three wounded and five mujahed. ‘The latter only 
asked to be given to their own oficers. Among them was the democrat agent, Kerim 
Aga; he said he had nothing to-do with the fighting, but was with them to try and 
make peace. T allowed him to remain on the understanding that if he were proved to 
have taken part in the fighting I could do nothing for him, 

‘Tho rebels gradually fled, but there was firing at intervals until late in tho 
afternoon. About noon, about 300 Kurds, chiefly of Juanrud, eame into the consulate 
grounds, and the Government troops fired at them with rifle’ and Maxim, many shots 
striking the escort quarters, which aro 200 yards from the house. I knew nothing of 
this, it not being safe to go to the escort quarters, till my munshi arrived with « 
message from the Farman Farma that a number of rebels were in. my grounds, and 
that he would guarantee the safety of their lives if I disarmed them. 1 went down 
and admitted thom to the stables, where they surrendered their arms. Some had only 
clubs. ‘They are to be sent with an escort by Farman Varma in the direction of their 
own country. | They ask to be seen safe past the Sanjabi country. ‘This is now being 
arranged by the karguzar, and I expect them to leave this evening, The wounded, of 
‘whom there are a dozen, will be taken to the Farman Farma’s hospital. Tam aleo in 
communication with the mujaheds and Bakhtiari; as to the mujaheds, it seems to bo 
accepted that most of them would have deserted Yar Mahomed had they had: a 
chance. Hussein Kuli Khan, Yar Mahomed’s second in command, appears to have got 
away with his men, It is said that about 200 out of 700 Kurdistanis were killed. 
After the dead are buried, a proper estimate may be available, After the dofeat of the 
rebels a party of Kalhurs were advancing from Mahidasht to join them, and were met 
and driven back by the Bakhtiari, 

it is generally believed that the death of Yar Mahomed is the final blow to Baar. 
ed-Dovleh’s rebellion. 

Thave, &e, 
W, MeDOUALL. 





(1591) 





4 


(47229) No. 150, , 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Nocember 1.) 


(No. 217,) 
Sir, Tehran, October 20, 1912. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 198 of the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to you herewith translation of the reply which I have received from the 
Persian Government to my note of the 20th September enumerating the measures 
taken by them to obtain reparation for the attacks on the consular escort in December 
last, and giving assurances respecting the arrangements for the comfort of His 
Majesty's troops at Shiraz, 

Thave, &, 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 
Enclosure in No, 150, 


Ala-es-Saltanch to Sir W. Townley 
(1ranslation.) 
‘our Excellency, October 17, 1912, 

1 HAVE communicated to the Imperial Persian Governinent the contents of your 

xcalleney's note of tho 20th. Septombor last, and I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency of the pleasure with which it was received, and of the confidence the 
Persian Government hay always had in the friendship and good-will of His Britannie 
Majesty's Government, I have, at the same time, to point out to your Excellency that 
the Persian Government have considered worthy of deep consideration the contents of 
Sir George Barelay’s note of the 4th April last, aud that the adequate measures taken 
by them havo mot with success, to wit, the dispatch of a conciliatory telegram by the 
reat Ulema, tho provention of agitation by cortain people, the sending of the Governor 
Yonoral to Fars, and tho affording him the necessary support. ‘The only question that 
How remains unsottled is that of the perpetrators of the regrettable imeldent of the 
attack on Mr. Smart. In spito of the verbal assurances given by Sir George Barclay 
that after the neceptance by the Pei vernment of tho demand for the payment of 
4,74, the queation woukl not be pursed the Purvon Conor have dee ea 
the offenders should he punished, and they have given special instructions to the 
Governor-General of Fars in the matte d they hope that after the arrival of his 
et ‘ it eh a, and after the preliminary measures which are essential, he will 
ssuiceved in his task, 

With regard to the consular guards at Shiraz, and the detachment proceeding 
thither from Tspahan, the Governor-General has been requested to assist in the matter, 
and to make arrangements for their comfort. 

Tayail, &e. 
MOHAMMED ALI, ALA-ES-SALTANEH, 





{47230} 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 218.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 20, 1912. 

IN his despatch No. 223 of the 9th December, 1904, His Majesty's chat 
affaires had the honour to lay before His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Porvign Affuirs a difficulty which tad arisen between the Persian department of 
‘custoins and posts and the British post office at Bushi 

between the tio parties would seem to have been harmonious sinico that 

dato, and His Majesty's consul-general appears to attribate this fortunate state of 
aflhirs to the fet that the present director of posts at Bushire, a Persian, who has 
held. the position. for many: years, is conciliatory and satisfuctory. Sir Percy Cox 

‘dors that this official isable to do all that’ is nesded in co-operation with the 
Customs administration and the British post office 

It has, however, recently come to my notice that the Persia 


intends to appoint one of two recently engaged Belgian postal officials as director of, 


os 


Posts for the Bushire district. After making enquiries of the treasurer-general, who 
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confirms this information, and states that the extent of the district has not yet been 
clearly defined, I requested His Majesty's consul-general’ at Bushire to let me know. 
whether he saw any objection to the a:rangement. 

Sir Perey Cox has favoured me with his views in a telegram of which I have the 
honour to enclose « paraphrase. e 

Teoncur in the views expressed in this telegram, and consider that it would be 
prejudicial to British interests to allow an appointment of the proposed nature to be 
ade. Rooent diffcution xjreienood on the’ Slives toate vers akon postmen 
was only brought to a conclusion by the intervention of His Majesty’s acting consul at 
Shiraz and myself, have not imnpressed me favourably regarding tho ability or. tack of 
the Belgian administrator-gencral of posts here, and Ido not think it. advisable. to 

ease his powers by allowing this appointment. or by effecting change in existing 
arrangements as regards postal affairs in the Gulf, @ 

‘The present volume of correspondence at Bushire and in tho Gulf does not justify 
an expensive change in the present system, and I understand that this o 
privately shared by the treasurer-general, 

T have therefore brought to the notico of M. Mornard the objections to. this 
appointment, and have requested him to hold the matter in abeyance until I have 
ascertained the views of His Majesty's Government, who have special postal interests in, 
the region affected, 

Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 151, 
Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Telegraphic.) P. Bushive, October 14, 1912. 
PROPOSED appointment of a Belgian director of posts, Bushire, 
Undor dato of the 18th September 1 addressed a degpateh tot ole 

ing the opinion that the increase in the number of Belgian offic 

Persia is generally opposed to the present connection there are specific 

reasons for deprecat appointment, 

1 would urge that in any ease tho pnrlous state of the finances of Southern 
Persia, which is forming the subject of separate correspondenes, gives us ample grounds 
for objecting to the establishinent of another expensive Belgian oficial ax unnecessary 
in practice and unjustiiable in theory, On every occasion in the past on which thoy 
have been identified with the post ‘office, Belgian officials (doubtless at first nuder 
Russian influence) have voured to interpret the postal rules in a manner 
calculated to curtail our preseripti Postal matters in the 
to ignore in general the special yy there, Shortly r 
they attempted to force us to al the Indian postal rates in the post offices of 
Persian Gulf, a privilege which we had enjoyed for forty years, I would invite a 
reference to legation despatch No. 228 to the Foreign Office of the 9th De 
&c,, for further examples. Sie 

Again, when the Belgians took over the control of the posts in Arabistan in 1905, 
‘one of their first steps was to endeavour to abolish the private couriers of British 
merchants. ‘They made, however, no attempt to improve the postal facilities in return, 
It was found necessary in this ease to enter a vigorous protest at ‘Tehran to ob} 
fair examination of the matter. 

Copies of correspondence reached me from India only by last sail showin, 
unsuccessful attempt had been made by. the director: general of posts in Tehan 
enter into direct negotiation with the director-general of posts and telegraphs in 
India, on the subject of an important question which affected the Bushire post. office. 
Correspondence showed that the attention of the Belgian director had to be ealled to 
‘our special position with an intimation that the matter could only properly be considered 
‘when submitted through the usual diplomatic channels, ; 

In recent times as is proved by Shiraz telegrams this summer the intervention 
of Belgian officials in postal affairs has prejudiced rather than improved matters, 

A further instance of activity recently reported by His Majesty's consul ab 
Mohammerah, and which will have to be referred soon’ to ‘Tebran if porsisted in, 
is the proposal to place a Persian post office at Abadan on the oil company’s 
concession. 
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Tean see indeed no reason for the appointment of a Belgian director in a Gulf 
ort, As to Bushire, the present Persian director has occupied the post for many years; 
he is conciliatory and gives satisfaction, and, with the co-operation of the Customs. 
and the British post office, is quite able to do all that. is required, I would mention 
here that the difficulties experienced by Shiraz are said to occur practically exclusively 
on the north side of Kazerun, 

With regard to the other ports, do not consider that the Arabistan, Ispahan, 

Bunder- Abbas, Kerman services could in practice be put under the control of 'a director 

at Bushire, 





[47231] 


Sir W, Townley to Sir —(Received November 1.) 


(So. 210) 
ir, Tehran, October 20, 1912. 

THS Majesty's consulgonoral at Bashiro recently addressed! a telogram to me, 
paraphrase of which Uhave the honour to enclose herewith, on the subject of Dutch 
interests in the Pors lf. 

ly Dutch colleague spoke to me yesterday upon this subject, and expressed a 

ecided opinion that it would bo highly desirable that Dutch interests in the Gul 
should bo entrusted to British agents. 

Treplied that I would geok ions ji rsonally I 
saw no obj h hat he was 


‘appear from 
lea in principle, 
Thave, &e. 

WALTER TOWNLEY. 
P.S—Oclober 23, 1912, Since writing the above the Government of Tndia have 
informed mo through Sir P. Cox iat the question of the proposed steam navigation 
potween Java and the Porsian Gulf has been considered: by the Director-General of 
Commoreial Intelligence, who considers that. there is no strong commercial objection 
to the proposal, ‘Tho Government of India add that there are at the same time eortain 
politcal advantages in British consular officers representing Dutch interests should this 

project tako shape. 
Wits 
Enclosure No. 152, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley 


(Re 239.) 
(Polographie.) P. 
SIR GEORGE BARCLAY telegraphed to me as follows on the 27th March, 


Bushire, October 10, 1912, 
19t 


*M. Oudendijk asks whethor you would kindly take charge of Dutch archives, 
A have hitherto been in charge of French viee-consul at Bushire.”” 


On the following day the Netherlands Minister telegraphed to the French vice 
consul instructing him to ask me to tako charge of the Dutch archives. 

On tho Ist April, 1911, T took charge of French interests, French vice-consul 
handing Dutch archives over to me informally at the same time. I do not know, 
however, whether I hold them a5 British consul-general or asacting French vice-consul, 
Can you throw any light on this point ? 

T have subsequently seen from French confidential archives that the French 
consul-general, Bombay, ‘on a visit to Bushire in March 1911 recommended to his 
Government that the next French agent should be instructed to resign his functions as 
Netherlands consul. He gave as his reasons that although the duties wore merely 
nominal, French representatives allowed thelr position as Dutch agents to overshadow 
their position as French consuls. Official information has recently reached me that a 
new French vico-consul has been appointed and is ou his way to Bushire. Tn the 
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meantime the agent of the Royal Netherlands Packet Company of Java has been in the 
Galf making enquiries to ascertain whether a branch of tho steamship service from 
Java to the Persian Gulf could profitably be instituted. In connection with his visit 
M. Oudendijk wrote to me on the 27th August asking me to do what I could for him, 
and also to whom Dutch interests in the Gulf could in future bo entrusted, 

Asa result of his enquiries the agent of the Netherlands Packet Company haa 
ome to the conclusion that, on the whole, as far as he ean see, the prospects are not 
very favourable owing to the impossibility of obtaining adequate cargo for the return 
Journey, Tt seems, liowever, not impossible that his company will make a trial in tho 
Interests of the Java trade. ‘Agent stated that the Packet Company would be only too 
willing to come to terms with the British Tadia Steamship Company in the event of the 
service being instituted and would employ. agents satisfactory to British intorosts. 

‘The agent also told me that he considered that Dutch interests in the Gulf could 
be best represented by British consular officers if it were possible to arrange it. I 
told him in reply that I saw no objection to this arrangement, provided of course that 
His Majesty's Government wero satisfied that. the steamship servico would promote 
rather than prejudice British trade, and that British interests in general would not be 
hampered by British representatives assuming charge of Dutch intorests, I added, 
however, that I was not in a position of course to auswer for the views of His Majesty's 
Government or those of your Excellency. 

Should His Majesty's Government and the Government for India see no objection 
to our assuming charge of Dutch interests, perhaps your Excellency could discuss the 
question with M. Oudondijk. 

‘The probable arrival of the new French vice-consul in the near future obliges mo 
to telegraph. 

Repeated to Government of India, 





[47232] No. 153, 


WaTownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 
No. 220.) 
ir, Tehran, October 23, 1912. 

AS T have had the honour to inform you in various telegrams, my’ Russian 
colleague and I have been assiduous in our endeavours during the past weeks to 
ascertain the views of leading Persian statesmen upon the subject of the Regency, 
and as to how best a stronger and more effective Government than the prosont ono eat 
be formed. ‘The Knowledgo that the two Governments aro of opinion that. it is 
desirable to entrust the conduct of affairs to a snore eapable Cabinet has created no 
small amount of uneasiness in political circles, whilst. membors of the present 
administration are not unnaturally porturbed, and threaten to. resign, rather. than 
continue to carry on the ungrateful task of government with the knowledge that their 
official life is despaired of: 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke to me at great length upon the subject 
thro days ago, and expressed a desire to resign rather than continue in office when it 
was probable that his services would not be any longer required in a fow weeks’ time, 
His Highness added that he could not be expected to sign the concessions that he was 
being pressed for when in sucha short time he might be exposed to severe criticism 
for having done so, and would be no longer in office, and thus better able to defend 
himself. “He owned that the present Cabinet is sorely in want of reform, but. ho 
appeared to think that it would be quite capable of carrying on the affairs of the 
country successfully if three or four Ministers were changed. 

T appealed to his Highness's patriotism, and pointed out. to him that from his own 
showing there was serious need of a reconstitution of the Cabinet, and I begwed him 
not to take a step. that would render the task of M. Poklewsky and myself, whom he 
knew to be genuinely anxious for Persia’s welfare, even more difficult than it already 
was. Ithen asked his Highness what news he had of the Regent; who would bo 
the most suitable man to succeed if he did resign; and who he thought would be the 
best man to place at the head of a reconstituted Cabinet, as it, seemed clear that the 
Bakiitiari Prime Minister had had his day, even though’ it might be essential under 

ircumstances that that powerful tribe should not be hostilised, also impressed 
Highness that it was most desirable that he and all other public men when 
dueussing the political situation with the Russian Minister or myself should use 
eae to -ach of, an should not choose ther views to please, what they 
591 
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believed to be the predilections of the one or the other of us. This unfortunate habit 
made it, I said, almost impossible for us to arrive at a similar and true ‘appreciation 
of the desires of the Persian people. 

After some hesitation, Ala-es-Sultaneh said that he thought that the best course to 
pursue would bo for Nasr-ul-Mulk to continue as Regent. In answer to the Govern- 
ment’s telegraphic enquiries about his plans and intentions he had answered evasively, 
and hind merely advised that they should grant the railway concessions and proceed 
to the negotiation of a Tnrge loan, and that he himself reserved his final decision 
concerning the Regency until a Medjliss had been elected. Ala-es-Sultaneh laughed, 
and said that it was all very fine for the Regent to talk of granting, concessions when 
he intended that the Cabinet should accept all the responsibility. All the same, he 
id not think that a better, Regent could be found, Tis Highness strongly advocated 
the appointment of Ain-od-Dovsleh as Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
Sineo such a man as the Prince is much needed for the Home Department, which has 
been disgraced by the corrupt practices of recent Ministers. Ala-es-Sultaneh also 
considered that if there was to be a change of Regent, Ain-ed-Dowlch would be the 
best man. Many people, he added, were in favour of Mamalek, whom he 
Feeoggnised ay an honourable, good man, who ‘new, supported by the 
Bakhtiar ‘The reason for this was, he said, that if the bit were put in Mustaufi’s 
mouth, the Bakhtiaris would hiold the reins, whereas Ain-ed-Dowleh would uot allow 
himself to be driven by anyone. 

said that I Know that M. Poklewsky is a warm admirer of Ain-ed-Dowleh, but [ 
reminded his Highness dat this statesman has for some nine years been ‘on bad terms 
with His Majesty's Logi This fact would not, however, I added, influence my 
Judgine y way I feel satisfied that tho Prince is the man most capable 
of restoring some sort of order in Pei : 5 

‘Turning to Saad-ed-Dowleh, the Minister spoke in uncompromising terms of his 
fitness to occupy the post of eithor Prime Minister or Regent, His Highness declared 
that he was sure that in Persia would mean the outbreak of disorders 
throughout the country, and he said that he could not understand the two Governments 

utting forward such 4 man, unless they were not really desirous to see order re-estab- 
Lists GuntneAtand sight citeor Re ea , but he was propared to wager that 
within & month of his return they would have quarrelled hopelessly. T gather from 
M, Poklovsky that in a subsequent conversation with him yesterday, Ala-es-Sultan 
was not so decided in speaking of Saad. did not seem to think it 
impossible that he hin 


t on puople. the subject 
ango of Regent and a new Cabinet i formed me 
of tho nature of conversations hie has From all that has come, 
to my Knowledge, Lhave fc sneral view is that it is better 
that Nosreul: Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek would 
apps j ion, should he resign, but 
Ain ¥y supporters, and would very possibly prove the strouger man, 
but he would meot with Bakhtiari opposition, which could be overcome were the khans 
to roalise that he had the support of the two legations. Soad-ed-Dowleh was almost 
ndloss but for Sardar Assad, when his name was first mentioned. He is certainly 
Ing a larger following daily, and, though it would be very hard to get him 
xl for the Regoncy,, he may well become an acceptable candidate for the post 
inister. I muuch fear, however, that he would not prove a success in either 
capacity. ‘Lo do so he will have to falsify tho general opinion formed of him here 
dy thinking nen of all classes. 
Thave, &, 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 





[47233] No. 154. 


Sir W. Pownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 

(No, 221,) 

fee) Tehran, October 23, 1912, 
AS you have been snade aware in previous telegrams and. despatches, 

Salared-Dowlel’s forces sullered a defeat at Kermanshah on the Sth instant, af 


99 


is new-found ally, the democrat Yar Mohammed Khan, lost his life. ‘The 
Prince who was not in the firing line at once fled towards Kurdistan, and it was 
said owed his safe escape to a fortuitous accident which delayed the Government, 
forces at Hamadan from sallying out to cut off his retreat, Tho troops lu(t at 
Hamadan consisted for the most part of Armenian mujaheds under Kerri Khan. 
At the moment when they were about to start in pursuit of Salar-ed-Dowleh news was 
received that an Armenian ex-deputy, named Mirza Yang, had been arrested at Kazyin. 
‘on his way back to Tehran from a special mission to the army of Farman Farna, at the 
instigation of the Russian consul. Suspecting treachery, the Armenians under. Kort 
at once refused to march, When the rews arrived that Mirza Yanz had boon velossod 
upon receipt of instructions from Tehran the chance of capturing Salar had been 
missed, and the Prince was already beyond their reach, 

‘The fugitive apparently first fled towards Kurdistan as far as Guerous, where all 
trace of him was lost. Suddenly it was rumoured that he was at Sirab on the road. 
Petweon Hamadan and Kazvin, and conjecture was rife as to his intentions, Many 
people believed that he was seeking “bast” at the Russian consulate at Kazviny others 
had it that he was about to attack that town at the head of a considerable force, “An 
unconfirmed rumour then reported him on the Zenjan road, but his movements wore 
shrouded in mystery until it was suddenly announced that he had been seen at 
Hossarck, about 35 miles from Tehran, on the night of the 16th instant, Propavations 
were at onc hastily made to defend the town against a hostile attack, as no-one had 

te information as to the strength of his following, Permission was. given to 
the Russian officers attached to the Cossack brigade to ussist in the defence of t he town, 
for which object they co-operated ‘vith the gondarines under Swedish oticeg wt erat 
the Bakhtiari horsemen, 

No definite information could be obtained either of the Princo's whereabouts or of 

nber of his men for three days, until the news was sent in. bj of 
iari on their way to. n that he was in full retreat towards the imountai 
rection of Mazanderan, and that his force did not number moro than 280 mon 
in all. At onco hasty Proparations were mad to send a mixed foreo of cavalry in 
pursuit, but so far nothing has been done, and the latest news is to tho effect that. ho 
ifs Passed info the mountains to the north-east of the town, and that he lias a following 
of a thousand, a figure that is clearly an exaggeration, Noboily appears to know what 
his object was in coming so near to ‘Tehran, nor aro his plan for te future undorstoor 
Tt would appear to be generally belioved' that he will mako for Asterabad and. the 
‘Turcoman country. 

Salar-ed-Dowloh's near approach to tho capital and the inoxplicablo apathy of tho 
Government provoked much comment, and there was a cortain amount of publioanxioty, 
‘8 people argued that he would never have approached so near, had he nat felt eonideng 
that there would be a movement in the tow is favour, ‘The democrats and 
mujaheds were the parties suspected of boing in sympathy with him, ‘Pho Goverment 
wore a little anxious for a day or two, as they aro well aware of theit own unpopuls 
and feared lest the malcontents might seize the opportunity to make nnechieh oL 
havo caused careful enquiry to bv mado, and have cow to the conclusion that, there ig 
no party in the town in favour of Salar's pretensions, ‘The occasion was of course tos 
Good! a one to be missed for extorting money out of the ‘Treasurer-Genoral, who hid to 
Produce about 6,001. before the Bakhtiari would agroo to fight. ‘This money lus of 
fourse been entirely wasted because nothing at all has been done, and no one soome toe 
least ashamed that tho troublesome fircbrand should haye been ellowed to pase withte 
such a short distance of tho capital without any serious cffort having becu made ta 
capture him, 

My Rossian colleague judged the situation sufficiently sorious when the nowa 
of Salar's near Approach was first Known to justify him in instructing tho gonoral 
at Kazvin to hold himself in readiness to march on ‘Tehran, should disorong meal 
Qut, Jn answering M. Poklewsky's letter in which he informed me that he hed taken 
this step, T expressed my concurrence in his action a8 a precautionary measure, batt 
added that I did not personally anticipate any disorders, since 1 had been ‘unable 
to discover that the Prince had any serious number of eympathisers in tho town, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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[46720] No. 155. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey (Received November 4,) 
(No. 222.) 
Sir, Teleran, October 24, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with the instructions contained 
in yonr telegram No. 602 of the 2ith ultimo, T yesterday told the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that it had come to the knowledge of His Majesty's Government that the Persian 
Government were contemplating granting a concession according the right to i 
witless telegraphy in Persia to a foreign company, and I called his Highness’s attenti 
to the fact that thoro are special British interests in the country that migght be seriously 
affectod by such a concession. I added that I had received your instructions, to 
‘express a hope that no such concession would be granted without consulting His 
Majesty's Government. 

‘cor Sultangh roplied without a moments hesitation that he had vo knowledge of 
any such concession, and that he could assuro me that no negotiations in this senso 
would bo entered upon by the Persian Government without previously ascertaining the 

wr of Ths Majesty's Government, 

1 havo satistied myself from other enquiries made in the department that the 
Ministry for Foreign Af_airs has no knowledge of this concession, which cannot 
havo gono further than possible eschango of views with the Ministers specially 
concerned. 

‘Pho Russian Minister tells me that he knows nothing of any such concession, 
which would moot with strong opposition from his Government, which has certain 
plans under consideration for the possible installation of wireless telegraph stations om 
tho Russo-Porsian frontier of the Caucasus. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





[47398] No. 156, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 


phic.) R. S1 Peteraburgh, November 7, 1912. 


OMMUNICATED to Minister for Foreign Affairs tox 
tolegra 578 of th November. 

lis Hxcollency said that present Regent would never agree to appointment of 

d-ed-Dowleh [group omitted: ?as] Primo Minister, and that it would be uscless 
for us to approach hin: on the subject, 

Tiy Excellency then told mo that Porsian Minister had informed him that according 
to Shoriat all Porsians camo of ago at at as present Shah had attained that 
age thoro was no reason why: an except nade in his caso or why he should 
Hot be allowod to act as Sovereign. ‘This would do away with necessity of choosing a 
now Regont. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs had repliod that if public opinion in Porsin approved 
such a step, and if Porsian Government chose to proclaim young Shah of age, hewould 

‘Thoro was, ho thought, much to be said in favour of this idea, a8 
ition of tho Shah as ruling Sovereign might stop movement in favour of his 
fathor's return 

On my asking Minister for Foroign Affairs whether he considered that Shah was 
eapablo of performing the duties required of him, his Excellency said that he was, at 
‘any rate, more intelligent than the ex-S! 


lay substance of Tohran 





(47379) No, 167. 
j ) Sir W. Povntey to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Nocember 7.) 
No, 583, 
(Pelegraph Tehran, November 7, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 656 of 6th November. 
Reasons why the Russian concession takes precedence are various :— 


1, If the Persian Government grant Mohammerah-Khoremabad concession, they” 
ean no longer refuse to grant Russian demand. 
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2, Russian negotiator has been here for about eight weeks, working hard, whereas 
British syndicate is practically unrepresented, as Wood has neither time nior inclination 
to press Persians daily. 

suse leverage of no further advance without the concession, and money 
is urgently required. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday that the Russian concession would 
be granted very soon, and repeated assurance that ours should bo granted simule 
tancously. Wy 

Tam not in a. position to request granting of mining concession, as Tam not in 
possession of details, and the Persian Government deny all knowledge of it. 





(47052) No. 158, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @, Buchanan, 
(No. 1189.) 
‘elographic.) R, Foreign Ofice, November 7, 1912. 

SIR W. TOWNLEY’S telegram No, 580 of 5th November, 

T propose to authorise Sir W. ‘Townley to advaneo to the Persian Government, for 
the use of the Governor-General, by instalments sufficient funds up to 6,0000. a month 
to enablo him to maintain the administration. You should inform M. Sazonof, and 
express the hope that he will see no objection, as his Excellency raised no opposition 
in similar circumstances a few wecks since. 

Tt is absolutely necessary for us to do all in our powor to assist the Persian 
Government to restore order in the south, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 657.) 





{47500} No. 159. 


Consul-General Smith to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived November 8.) 

30,) S 
i Odessa, November 4, 1912. 

CONSULAR officer at Rostov reports that considerable numbers of troops aro 

being sent to Kars and ‘Turkish frontier 
Gent to Foreign Office, Constantinople, and St. Petersburgh.) 
Thave; &e. 
(Vor consul-general), 
FREDERICK WATSON, 





[47591] No. 160. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baward Grey.—(Recoived November 8.) 

10, 422. 

‘lographic.) St, Petersburgh, November 8, 1912, 
‘TEHRAN telegram No. 581 of 6th November ; ‘Turco-Persian fronti 


Minister for Foreign Affairs says that ho is urging Persian Government to occupy 
district at once, 





(47592) No, 161. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recaived November 8) 





(uso) 
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(47464) No. 162. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reccived November 8.) 
iB 594, 
Pelegraphi 

Spt 

of 30th October : urco-Pers 

Tspoke in the senso of latter telegram, but 

my observations in completa silence. 

My Russian colleague is now ve 

should insert in mine son 

definitely along 

Can To thi 











ter for Foreign Affairs reeeived 








y insistent that if our notes cannot be identic 
expression of a desire to see a stable frontier established 
whole line, 












* 





[47398] No. 163. 


Sir Ediward Grey to Sir W. Toienley. 





(No. 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, November 8, 1012, 
SING, BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 115 of 7th November Dowleh. 





Please telegraph observations, 









(46959) No, 164. 
Poreign Ofice to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, : Foreign Ofice, November 8, 1912. 
T AM directed by Socrotary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt’ of your 





lotter of the 4th instant, in which you advise His Majesty's Government, as to’ the 
courte of action they should adopt with reference to trouble impending between the 
Shoikh of Mohammerah and tho Bakhtiari rulors, 

Tam to state that this information, viz. that. trouble nding, is in direct 
Conflict with that received from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran; and I'am to enquire 
iwhothor you have reecived your information by telegraph, or whetlier it is ina letter 
dated moro than a month aio, 









Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[47679] No, 165. 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received November 9.) 
(No. 6. Confidential.) 
Bin, Bushire, October 20, 1912. 
despatch No. 5, dated the 15th September, 1912, [ have 
lespatch, sith enclosure, which I have addressed to 





IN continuation of my 
the honour to forward a cops 
His Majesty's Minister, 
activities of tho Belg 








of 








ns in th 
Thave, & 
B. % CO} 


porting furthi 
san Customs De 


ustances of the exte 
ment to other sph 





mn of the 
es. 

















Lieutenant 
Persian 
Goneral for F, 


‘olonel, British Resident in 
cand His Majesty's Consul- 





Enclosure 1 in No, 165. 
Licutonant-Coloned Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Towntey. 
Sir, Bushire, October 20, 1912. 


IN continuation of my de: dated the 15th September, 1912, I have the honour 
to forward for your Excellency ition, a copy of a letter, dated the 20th October, 
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1912, which Ihave addressed 


the extension of the acti 
other spheres. 


In order to save time, I have ventured to send copies direct to His Majesty's Foreign 
Office. 





to the Government of India, reporting further instances of 
ies of the Belgians in the Persian Customs Depattment. to 





T have, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Conaul- 
General for Fars, ée, 








Enclosure 2 in No. 105. 
Licutenanit-Coloned Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Busliire, October 20, 1912. 

IN continuation of my lotter, dated the 15thSeptember, 1918, I have the honour 

to report some fresh instances of the extension of the activities of ‘the Belgians in. the 

Persian Customs Department to other spheres, in which the financial interests of the 
ersian Government are of but nominal or secondary importance, 

2. I have already submitted, for the information of the Government of India, 
copies of telegraphic correspondence, dated the 13th October, 191%, which has recently 
passed between this Office and His Majesty's Minister on the subject. of the proposed 
appointment of a Belginn as Director of Posts at Bushire, and a desire to institute a 
quite superfluous Persian post-offie at Abadan, 

2 fun. deun fom Sk W, Townley’s despatch, dated the Sth September, 
copy of which has reached me this week, that the treasurer-genoral is attempting 
to exercise nome form of control over the oil company’s business by scouring: the 
nomination either of a person amenable to his influence or of a Belgian of tho 
Customs Department ax Imperial Commissioner, 

Ostensibly M. Mornard is seeking only financial control, but it. ix clea 
terms of the concession and from our experience of the Imperial Commissi 
for the last five years that his functions are not only financial, but include a general 
‘supervision over the company’s doings in Persia, particularly in regard to the nationality 
of their eiployés, their relations, agreements, and other business transactions with 
Persians, and other matters in connection with which’ the company is liable to come 
in contact with the Central Goverriment. ‘The present Imperial Cominissionen, whilat by 
no means neglectful of the interests of his Government, has, L have reason to beliova, 
proved conciliatory and satisfactory to the company as regards local affairs, whilst, a8 
regards the financial dues of the Persian Goverament, hwy wobly rei ‘oes 
af. firm of solicitors in London, who may bo relied pon té watch tho interests of thie 
client. 














































Whereas, it is in fact d 





1 article 11 of the D'Arey 
is not only to watch the financial interests 
of the Persian Government, bi te to, the company the best line of conduct 
to follow in tho interests of thei ic, in Tooal affurs), it wonld be difficult, to 
find any one less fitted to act in such a capacity than a Belgian, customs official, 
ignorant of the people and the language of the country. Wom the financial control of 
the oil companys jest an analogous eoutrol of that 1h railway 

syndicate would be but a short. step, and if at every turn we were to be hampered with 
the bureaveratie interference of an ill-informed Belgian offical, the position would. s00n 
become intolerable, 

4. A further local de recent assumption by the Customs of the 
duties of the Persian “ of the Central Government in the gulf 
ports, the incumbents being either dismissed or forced to resign by lange reductions of 
salary. 


%. The Customs 


session, 





that, the duty of the Imp 
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be obliged to discuss diplomatic questions which frequently arise in this i 
such a the status of Babes Afghans, Mucatis, Kovertn, te, with Beigoe aise 
Foon sk rant of the diplomatic position and not responsible to the Ministry for 
6, Inshort, whatever may be the advanta i ju 

: i he advantages to be derived from the judicio 
sepa ah tt" bs eels fm deel th adn 
tate, it is difficult to imagine that-a multiplication of foreigners in the more subordinate 
executive poste, wherever. the treasurer-general may happen to sev openings, a be 
cate lated to assist Persia in any way towards the ultimate management of her owe 
ailing; itis much more likely, by paralysing and belittling the loeal administration, as 
it is doing now, to have the oppusite elects while at the same time, as T have pointed 
out in my loter above referrod to, it is greatly extending the influence of an. element 
Wueh eamnot be regarded ax quite independent or neutral, and whoso aims. and 
interests are not entirely identical with the interests of the Persian Government or of 

1 have boon prompted to. pursue this aspect of tho question by the convieti 
that PM, Mosman is ging to Cithpne ieee Pui re 

‘nd to continue on the lines on which ho has begun, a atious prospect is open! ou 

which we cannot afford to shut ou es, and I venture to urge that we need to devise 
fone spe nea tither for chucking the spread of Belgian control and influence or 

Tam sending a duplicate of ion to His Majesty's Minister vi 
London, with a eopy also to His Majesty's Foreign Office, aN I 

Thave, &e. 

BZ CON, Liewenant-Colonel, Brith Resident in 

‘he Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneut- 

General for Fars, &e. ee 





(47609) No, 166, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received November 9.) 
THE Un for India presents his compliment: 
a for India presents his liments to the Under- 
of Stats for Foruign Afi, and forwards herewith, De tiatiates ate 
iia, areany of Stats copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated tho 7th November, 
India Ofiee, November 8, 1912. 
Enclosure in No. 16 


‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


India Ofice, November 7, 1912, 


Hhout provions reference to the Foreign Ofte, i i 

S ference to wvign Oflice, it is undesirable to encoura, 

pier ci ee itary, to travel ee Pate purposes in Persia while the 
conditions of disturbance continue, In all such ea 

exiting conditions of data in alll stich cases, therefore, I request thiit 





[47758] No. 167, 


r Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Gre "y-—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 

(Motors hi Tehran, November 9, 19 
SAAD-ED-DOWLEH arrived ‘Tehran to-day. sera Nocona 1012 
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(47464! No, 168. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 


No. 77.) 
Gicgraphicy Re Foreign Office, November 9, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 594 of 7th November: Tarco-Persian frontier. 

T think that it vould be preferable for your Excellency to renew your verbal 
‘efforts to reach a settlement on the lines indicated in my telegram No, 804 of 30th 
October, asa note such as proposed now may result. in a retort that the simplest 
‘way of creating a stable frontier would be to refer. the dispute to ‘The Hague, and to 
abide by at of Tribunal. We are of course anxious to avoid such areference. But 
if you are convinced that Turkish Government will not act on the suggestion contained 
in my telegram No. 804 then you can insert. a sentence, as proposed by Russian Am= 
Dassador, in your note; Ido not object to identic notes if the Ianguago is persuasive 
rather than peremptory. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 662; and St. Petersburgh, No, 1203.) 





[47379] No. 169, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No, 661.) . 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Novomber 7, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 583 of 7th November. 

You should ask Wood to furnish you with particulars as to mining concoasion 
(eco also my telegram No, 411 of 12th July and previous correspondence). 

‘Ater consulting Wood you should enumerate the points on which you require 
further information and it will be telegraphed. 





(47920) : No. 170, 
Consul Stevena to Sir Hdward Grey—(Recoived November 11.) 


No. 18, 
ir, y Batoum, October 29, 1912, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 16 of tho 12th instant, I haye tho honor to 
inform you that, according to a report widely circulated hero, it is apparently the 
intention of the military authorities in tho Caucasis shortly to dispatch further 
frtillery and infantry units belonging to the Tllrd Army Corps from the Northern 


Caucasus to Persii Ae. i ns 
‘The idea would seem to be to augment the Russian military forces now in Porsia 


to an army corps, and to station these troops for the most part in Azorbaijan at. placos 
situated betweon Khot and Urmia. 
Thavo, &. 


'P. STEVENS, 





(47824) No. 171. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 11.) 


(No. 940. 
d Constantinople, November 7, 1912, 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 40 of the 29th ultimo and to ‘Tehran 
telegram No, 574 of tho Slst ultimo, on the subject of the intention of tho ‘Turkish 
Government to evacuate certain posts in the Turco-Persian frontier district hitherto 
‘ccupied by them, I have the honour to enclose herewith the copy of a letter which the 
Persian Ambassador informs me he has addressed to the ‘Turkish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs declaring the readiness of tho Persian Government to re-establish its ad 
tration in the posts to be evacuated by the Ottoman detachments, and giving 
assurances that the populations of those districts will be treated in a spirit of justice 


and benevolence without distinction of religion or nationality. 
Thaye, do. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


(uso) 28 
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Enclosure in No. 17 
Persian Ambassador at'Constantinople to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire, 


Ambassade Tmpériale de Perse, Constantinople, 
Excellence, et sabre TOI a 

JE n’ai pas manqué de porter & la connaissance de mon Gouvernement Ia décision 

piite par le Gouvernement Impérial ottoman et dont votre Excellence a bien vou mo 

iro part de procéder au retrait des troupes Impériales ottomanes de la zone qu’elles 
‘ocoupent depuis sept ans—chose qui en méme temps a été communiquée par son 
Excellence I'Ambassadeur de Turquie & Téhéran au Ministre persan des Affaires 
Etrangires, 

D'ordre do mon Gouvernement, j'ai Yhonneur d'exprimer & votre Excellence la 
vive satisfaction quo cette décision a causée A ‘Téhéran, ainsi que de informer en méme 
temps que lo Gouvernement Impérial persan s'empressera de rétablir son administra 
tion dans les d is de frontiére aussit6t que ces derniers seront évacués par les 
Aétachements ottomans. 

1 est inutile dajouter que le Gouvernement. Impérial porsan prend sur Tui la 
protection de toute la population do cos tistriets, qui sora traitee dans Nesprit de justice, 
bionveillance habituelle, sans distinction de religion et de nationalité, 

‘Vu co qui précéde,'’Ambasstdour Impérial se plait & espérer que la Sublime 
Porte, en conformité avec Vintention exprimée par elle, youdra bien donner des ordres 
formels afin qu'il goit procédé, sans dla ni retard, au rotrait des troupes Impériales do 
la zone de Ia frontire, 

Veuillez, &e. 
THTISHAM, 





[48067] No. 172, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


No, 686.) 
‘Tolographic.) 

YOUR talogram No. 059 of 8th Novonber, 
Tt would seam probable that idea originated with Saad-ed-Dowleh, who would find 
himself, if the Shab was proclaimed of age, in position of all powers of Stato under 
‘a boy who would entirely bo subservient to him. 

1 think that experiment vould bo dangerous one, as the young Shah might easily 
abdicate in disygust after a few months, He is by no'means a forward oy fr his age, 
and it would be difficult to get the clause in the constitution altered which specifies 
18 as the age at which a Shah can reign, I should like to reserve my definite 
opinion until [have heard Siad’s views, He is anxious to sound the ground with tho 

Political. personages before discussing: the situation in a few days with my 
n colleague and myself. If he finds that he can form Cabinet, I ai of opinion 
that simplest course would be to urge present Regent to appoint him Prime Minister, 

(Sent to embassy.) 


Tehran, November 11, 1912, 





(47592) No. 173, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


‘olographic.) R. Foreign Ofiee, November 11, 1912, 
MY telegrain No, 605 to Tehran of Lth November, 
You should inform and thank M. Sazonof. 





107 


(47592) No. 174. 


Sir Edveard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 665. 
(Telegraphic.) R, Poreign Office, November 11, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 580 of 5th November, 

You are authorised to advance sums up to 60001. a month out of the 15,0001, 
which you have in hand for expenses of Governor-General’s administration, The 
expenditure should be carefully controlled so as to ensure its going to tho right objects, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1206.) 





(46979) No. 175, 
Forcign Office to Messrs. Dizon and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 11, 1912, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant respecting the situation in Southern Persia 

Tam to inform you that, in the existing state of affairs, His Majesty's Government 
can accept no responsibility in regard to tho safety of your agent travelling to Shira, 
and that they strongly deprecate his wife making such a journey, * 

T am to add that His Majesty's Government aro making every endeavour to assiat 
the local authorities to improve the administration and to afford groater security on 
the roads, but that they are not prepared to allow British troops, even if paid for, to 
Act as escorta, 

Tam, éo. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[48186] y No. 176, 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Oice.—(Received November 12.) 


3, Salters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
Sir, London, November 11, 1913, 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
and, in reply, bog to state that the information regarding the Sheikh of Mohammorult 
and the Bakhtiari chiefs was conveyed to us in a confidential letter from our agents at 
Ahwaz under date of the 3rd October, 
Thave, &o, 


FRED. W, PARRY, Seoretary, 
ee 
(48237) No. 177. 


ean Sir Ws Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received November 12.) 

(No, 587, 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, November 12, 1912. 
HIS Majesty's consul-general at Bushire has submitted to Government of Tndin in 

despatch of 29th September a proposal to create a vice-consulate at Dizful or to 

tlepute a special officer for the purpose of |? paving] the way with the local tribesmen 

for the work of proposed Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway. Following is the text 

of telegraphic answer I havo sent to Bushit 


“Tam now in receipt of your despatch No, 67 of 20th September, and have had 
enclosure to same under my careful consideration, Iai entirely at one with you in 
thinking that we should got into closer touch with the tribes that will bo ‘nearly 
connected with proposed Mohammerah-Khoromabad Railway, in order thie mone 
assistance may be given to syndicate when the time for survey and such-like work 
comes, as it may do at no very distant date. Tawould not, however, be disposed. to 
advocate at present appointment of a vice-consul to reside’ at Dizful or somo othor 
suitable place. Such an appointment might create an idea in the minds of the Persian 
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xy in question has a political rather than commercial object. 
Such a belief is entertained here in cortain quarters, and it would be unfortunate to do- 
anything that might increase it. Same objection would not attach to appointment. of 
am offiger on special service, and such a suggestion has my support, subject to Foreign 
Office instructions.” 









(48243) No. 178 
Sir W. 1 
fo. 588.) 
Telegraphic.) ‘Tehran, November 12, 1912. 
YOUR despatch No. 201 of 19th October. 
would venture to suggest that it would be advisable to hold over the question of 
erection of a lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib Island until the new Government, which is 
likely to be formed shortly, has taken office. 
(Addressed to Foreign Of ; sent to India, Bushire.) 


‘ownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 














[48251] No, 179. 


Sir W. Vownley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
(No, 589.) 
(Meloyraphign Teliran, November 12, 1912. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Tabriz 


““Sipahdar informs me that he has appointed the Khan of Maku to keep order on’ 
tho frontier, Aw the latter has not suflicient force to do so, his sucoess will depend on 
tho Russians, whose tool he is. 

‘(Bont to St, Potorsburgh)” 














(48233) No. 180. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
(No, 590) _ 
tale phic.) Decode, Tehran, November 12, 1912. 
BULLOCK'S native orderly, sepoy Gulab Khan, 27th Punjabis, died in hospital, 
Tspahan, of heart failure following pneumonia and peritonitis, result of gun-shot 
wound ‘and snbvequent exposure.” Submit. for approval wo. should elaine 1,000, 
compensation Porsian Government as in case of sowars killed when. travelling with 
Bil Apel 10105 this would bo apart from any other elaim on behalf of Tieutenant 
ullook 


























[48262] No. 181. 
een vonley lo Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 12) 
No. 
slographic) |. ‘Teiran, November 12, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 665 of 11th November. 
In accordance with instructions contained in your telegram No. 629 of 26th August, 








and on the request of the treasurer-general, I insiructod the manager of the Imperial 
unk of Persia on 24th October to pay remainder of the advance of 25,0001, into the 
‘aecount of the t -zvncral, the Russian odvaneo having been made previously. 
‘As roported in my despatch No. 298 of 26th Octobor, I made it clear that this 
FESR Oink al gine hrc arathy tts 
jer tells mo that he would be prepared to finance Governor-General, 
1g to his ucy's proposed programme, under the guarantee of His 
s Government. 
¢ wwould haye advantage of a practical control without an official 
Jor tho immodiate supervision of His Majesty's consul, who would be in 
i local bank manager, 
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148358) No, 182, 


Lord Revelstoke to Sir A, Nicolson.—(Received November 13.) 








‘My dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, October 28, 1912. 
T HAVE the pleasure to enclose you herewith a memorandum which embodies, t 
the best of my recollection, the gist of our conversations of last week. ‘To this 
memorandum T have appended a short note of my. own. 
Believe me, &e. 
REVELSTOKE, 





Enclosure 1 in No, 182, 


Memorandum of Conversations held at the Foreign Office, October 23, 1912, 






Present : Sir Edward Grey, Lord Crewe, Sir Arthur Nicolson, Lord Revelstoke, and 
Lord Errington, 


Tran Persian Railway 


ON Sir E, Grey's enquiry as to the points at isso, Lord Rovelatoke explained that 
Lord Errington was proceeding to Paris to attend meetings of the Société d’Iutudes at 
the end of this week, when questions arising from M. Sazonof's aide-mémoire of the 
27th September, 1912, would come up for diseussion, A copy of this wide-mémoire had 
been handed to the Foreign Office on the 11th October, and is annexed to the present 
memorandum (Enclosure 3), 

‘The immediate question before the société was the obtaining of a concession from 
the Persian Government granting permission, in. general terms, to survey, ond ig 
with it an option to construct line traversing Persian territory ; the otal points to 
bo included in the alignment being left to future examination and decision after approval 
ty the Governments emocrnel, “This concesion was to bo asked for atu whole, bub 
fr the present it was proposed to limit actual construction to the northern section 
between Astara and Tehran, and to obtain for the company optional rights covering the 
completion of the scheme. ‘These rights, so far as they pertained to territory wi 
the Ruse spheres of influence, would be retained by the groups reprose 
the countries respectively interested, 











































‘The present proposal was to approach the Persian Government with a 
obtaining their sanction to the above by the dispatch at an early dato of delogates 
representing the Société d'Etudes as a whole and the British, Russian, and French 





groups individually. ‘The French group were prepared to nominate ani dispatch w 
Topresentative, and it was presumed that the Russiatis contemplated similar action, 
Lord Crewe remarked that in point of fet a concession for the construction was 
being demanded on behalf of Russia as far as the southern limits of her sphere of 
interest in Persia, while the option demanded by the British group would not be exercised 
until such time as work within. the limits of the British zone should be considered to be 
politicand feasible, It was agreed that this was 80, 
ir Edward Grey expressed willingness to give hie sanction in principle to 
delegates being sent to Persia for the purpose of obtaining the concession as 
outlined above. 















Persian Loan, 


Lord Revelstoke said that, in the aide-mémoire referred to above, M. Suzonot 
suggested that the delegates whom it was proposed to dispatch to Persia fir tho 
purpose of obtaining the railroad concession, might also be instructed to enquire into 
the financial problem; and in various subsequent conversations he had urged the 
predominating importance of the loan question, M. Suzonof had pointed out that 


[user] 29 



























































110 


impossible to put an end to the existing chaos without the creation and 
nce of an effective gendarmerie, and that the formation of such a gendarmerie 
‘was itself impossible without the resources necessary to meet the entailed expense. 

‘Thus the real problem to be confronted, in Lord Revelstoke’s opinion, was how to 
raise a sulficient sum of money to enable the Persian Government to carry on an 
eflective administration and eventually to repay the sums already advanced by the 
British and Russian Governments, Whatever steps were taken in this direction, 
Lord Revelstoke maintained that an interval must of necessity elapse between the 
establishment of machinery (either in the form of a caisse, or commission set up 
under direct Anglo-Russian Government auspices for the effective contrvl of the Persian 
revenues), and the. time when theso revenues would be flowing into the Persian 
Treasury with sufficient freedom to allow of the hypothecation of sums adequate to 
form security for a foreign loan, 

Tt was obvious that the mere reecipt of any’ report on the finances would not put 
‘tori to this period of chaos. Money was required for the re-establishment of law 
‘and order, and the country could not hope to oat any loan based on the unaided 
security of its own resources until after it had been demonstrated that sufficient 
rovenues to mest interest and sinking fund charges could be and had in fact been 
collected. 

‘The only practical solution seemed to him to lie in obtaining the co-operation ot 
the two Great Powers towards the providing of such an amount of cash as would 
perm ro-establishment of law and order, and as would suffice to bridge over 
tho considerable interval which must elapse before a considered report on the financial 
condition could be received and discussed, and arrangements made to organise ai 
offective caisie or commission under Anglo-Russian management, with a view to the 

tui inane ofa loan of sufficient, importance to repay the advances already made, 
and to provide for the further necessities of the country. 

Tord Rovelatoko then referred to the telogram from His Majesty's Ambassador in 
Paris, copy of which had been forwarded from the Foreign Olfiee on the 18th instant 
(Gnelosre 4) Tn this message itis indicated that the Frenel group intend to vend 
two Fronch representatives to Persia, one of whom, M. Bizot, would be « financial 
apocialists 

yi Tord Rovelatoke pointed out that the sending of # French financier might possibly 
result in tho French group stipulating for a Rrench roprosentativo on aby aie ox 
bow of control to be formed, and enquired whether such a stipulation wight not lead 
to. the Gormans demanding « like representation. Any decision as to the dispatch of 
‘such, finincinl specialist might at any rate be postponed, he thought, pending the 
consideration of the suggestions which he was venturing to put before Sir Edward 
Groy. Ho quite understood that the two Powers might be unwilling to 
ruarintue the interest and principal of an issue repayable through, say, thirty years ; 
fut would the British and the Russian Governments entertain the idea of assisting 
Pomsia by «guaranteeing an advance, repayable, say, in three years’ time? After dis- 
cussion Sit Bvarl Grey and Lard Creve expresel thelr willingness to lay this auge 
gestion bef the Cabinet suin of 1,000,000 was mentioned half tobe gusran- 
teed by the British aud Indian Governments; the other half by the Russian 
Goverment, ‘This figure of 1,000,000, was mentioned as one which might be 
favourably considered, but there were no data to show whether it would be sufficient to 
meet the needs of the 

Sir Bdward Grey requested Lord Revelstoke to let him haye some memorandum 
embodying his ideas, nated that, after its receipt, he would place himself in 
coinminicition with the Russian Government authorities, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 182 
Note by Lord Revelstoke, 


THE accompanying memorandum suggests that an advanee should be made to 
the Persian Ci i, repayable in, say, three years’ time, and guaranteed as to 
principal and interest by the two Powers, 

Tnthe event of such an advance being approved in principle, it will be for the 


1 


Governments concerned to decide whether they elect to authorise the issue of three-year 
bonds bearing their joint guarantee, to guarantee their own proportion only, or 
ether both or either of them would prefer to advance their proportion in aetual 
pine : 
__. From a finaneial point of view it would be as well to avoid the issue of th 
erent categories of bonds. It would obviously be inconvenient, for instance, 10 
sue bonds, some guaranteed by the British, some by the Indian, and some by the 
Russian Government; 
The most. economical course for tho British Government to purme would 
probably be to provide the cash required for their proportion of the advance, by. the 
sale of Treasury bills, to be renewed as required. 


§, Bishopsgate, London, October 25, 1912, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 182, 


Memorandum communicated to Lord Revelstoke by M. Sazonof, September 27, 1912, 


VACCORD surveuu entre la Deutsche Bank et Messrs. Lynch, los 
cg par M- do Gwinner aveo Ie financiers trangia ln scution. on Bar alle nde, 
exigent impéricusement la construction d'un chemin de fer reliant le réseau russe i 
tte ligne est une partie intégrante du projet pour lequel s'est forméo. Ia 
td eant & Paris, Cotto socists, dans lnquelle sont repréaentées les 
pales banque Frugaie ot ‘ fuaneires anglais éyaloment 
es, réunil uts néovssaires pour effectunr i 
concession st mener bien este ntreprie a oh 
mans les circonstances actuelles, Venvoi de délégués de In Socists dil 

avait urgent Il serait désrablo que oxadeléguis pustont obtente du Goorcerncee 
Persan Tautorisation nécessaire pour les études ainsi qu'une option on un droit. de 
préférence pour la ligog entidre, La question du trongon nord, situé dans la zone russe, 
Get sufisamnent, mire Ahoure actuelle, La Socist fitudes ext tombée unanimement 
accord sur organisation des études &oot effet, Par contr celle dela partio méridionale 
le a ligne parait beaucoup moins avancée, les études de cette partie dtant remises 

lune dato ultérieure, duecord avec une proposition des participants anglais, 
deen cars possible, tout en demandant au Gouvernement persan une autorisation 
[tudes (aveo option) globale wt aussi générale quo possible, de garantie les intérdta. quo 
\e groupe anglais représente dans la Société d'Etudes par un aocord préalable entre 
Ks divers groupes qui la eoposent- afin do subordonner touto activité do ln wocists 
dans Ie zone angle aux dirs du group anglais. Celi pour tenis, commie 
faisant partie de Ia Société d'Etudes, une autorisation d'études ot une option dont 
Vexersice werait remis, au gré du groupe anglais, de fagon 4 garantir tes intértte 
ritanniques., En méme, temps les éléments sérieux qui eont entrés dans. co groupo ot 
qui ont participé financidrement & la Société d’Rtudes obtiendront, gree d cote procéduiro 
tine garantie ullsante deleur droit de préférence contre toute tentative d'autres groupe: 

Uno autre manidre de procéder, par exemple, uno di 

7 ple, une demande adressde au Gouvemno- 
ment ersan par les groupes frangnis ot russe seule, produirai une inypression tbe 
AAchous, et erat sans doute utilis comme indice dah dimontinent, probnd entae la 
rande-Bretagne et In Russie, Par conséquent, envoi rapido dune délégation, 
composée d'un Frangais, d’un Anglais et d'un Russe, parult néeessaire. Dans co but, i 
Marat déirable quiune indication de co genre fOtfiite par lo Gouvernement de. Sa 
Majesté britannique au groupe anglais de la Société d'itudes, Les personnalitéa 
iguées pourraient contribuer par ine étude sur place et par leurs attaslion dans lea 


eles eae Londres, Paris et Saint-Pétersbourg & Ia solution du probldme 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 182. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Lord Errington, 


SIR A, NICOLSON presents his compliments to Lord Errington, and is directed 
by Sir FE. Grey to inform him that a telegram, as follows, has been received froin His 
Mas A stamedor ay Pane 5 

“M, Sazonof spoke strongly when in Paris to M, Poincaré in support of the 
dispatch to Persia of a French representative on behalf of the Société d'Etudes. 

“What M. Poincaré thinks will be arranged by the French group, and to which he 


Poreign Office, October 18, 19) 





[48407] . 183, 
Persian Railicays Syndicate to Foreign Offiee—(Received November 13.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, November 12, 1912. 
WITH furthor reference to our letter of the 22nd ultimo, and to your letter of the 
18th September, we beg to say that the matter was brought before a committee of our 
hoard, who instructed us to siy that they appreciate the points raised therein, and the 
clause has accordingly been ré-drafted, and we now submit herewith the clause as our 
Doare! suggest it should now read : 


The Government shall grant, to the syndicate free of all cost to the syndicate or 
the said railways such zones or strips of land under its jurisdiction as may be required 


for tho said miilways, and the syndicato shall he authorised to take on such lauds, and 
othr land belonging Yo tho Governments tree of cost, the tinber, matetinte 

Iv may bo required for the constr of such works, Tn the 

of te private or strips of land, the 
nment shall at tho request of the syndicate expropriate the same, the syndicate 
paying therefor tho amount ayreed upon with suck owners as compensation for such 
oxpropriation ; provided, liowover, that the syndicate shall not be liable to make any 


paynient herotnder unless and until they shall | with the Government the 
Amount to bo so paid, and it is agreed that ‘ation shall not give rise to the 
nent of prices in excoss of thoso locally charged on ordinary Tand sales. AM Tand 
within tho jurisilietion of the Sheikh of Mohammerah shall he acquired by the syndicate 
Dy private negotiation, and the vareed shall be paid by the syndicate and added 
to the contract price, In the event of any differ n the syndicate and the 
Governmont-ns to the price agreed for the sones oF strips of land as 
provided in, this hy. the syn to the decision of the 
British Min nt jointly, who shail have power to decide 
ny price proposed to he paid is Feasonable, having regard to all the 
cumstances. Holy places and all their dependencies within a radius of 200 Persian 
aarchins are formally excluded from this clause, except in cases where the local 
eclesiastical authorities otherwise expressly agree, 


As it will be necessary that we should advise our agent in Tehran of the 
amendment, wo shall be glad to hear whether the clause as now suggested is approved 
Ny Your 
We are, &0, 
(For and on behalf of 
Persian Railways Syndicate (Limited), 
British and Foreign General Securities 
and Investment ‘Trust (Limited) ), 
A.B, STODART, 
Seoretary. 
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[48337] No. 184, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.~(Reecived November 13.) 
Ce pe) j 
legraphio, Tehran, November 13, 1912. 
ASIRABAD agent reports Sulared-Dowleh at Kojoh Nofas with a following’ of 
1,000 men, and that he has sent a force of horsemen towards Shahrud, Ths os 
confirmed by Russian Minister, who believes his force to be much smaller, 





(48233) No, 185. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
es ty, rey 10 ‘ownley, 
elegraphic. Foreign Ofice, November 13, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 890 of 12th November: Aeadk on Tinatacan Balle 
concur, 





[48243] No. 186. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(sei 0mT) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 13, 1912. 
re1and OU® telegram No, 688 of 12th November: Lighthouses on Sheik Sivaib 
land 
Tconcur, 





(48262) . No. 187, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(Re 668.) ‘a sa eg 
(Lelegraphic,) Foreign Ofice, November 13, 1912, 
a FOUR telogram No. 692 of 121h November "Aim sees Governor-General’ of 
iran, 
Has the whole of the money been spent, or is any of it still availa 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 1226). 7° Stl available? 





(48358) No, 188. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. B 7 
Gy.) ry to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(Telographic,) Foreign Ofice, November 13, 1912, 
EINANCIERS wil not lend money to Persie el hos Seourity that taxes will 
be collected. Persia cannot collect taxes till she has money. Only way out of Ui 
deadlock is that Russia and Great Britain should guaranteo a sum, not exceeding 
1,000,0001, fo be spent on a gendarinrio or ecient foreo under foroign officers te 
establish order and secure collection of toxes, If Russia will guarantee oue-half the 
sum, we are prepared to consider guaranteeing other half on propor conditions. 
Tould suggest that money should ‘bo lent as required by financiers on security of 
Crown jewels, Only liability that would then bo, in practice, entailed by guarantee 
of Russian and British Governments would be limited to seoing that, in case of dohuale 
Crown jewels were made available. You should ask Minister for Foreign Allaie i to 
can agree to this. 





(1591) 





ud 


[43472] No. 189. 


Sir aveard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 216.) 
Sir Foreign Office, November 13, 1912. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 178 of the 31st August last, respecting the 
contraband trafic in arms in Fars, Iam of opinion that action may be taken on the 
Jines suggested by Mr. Consul Smart, provided that you now see no objection to 
so doing. 





[48671] No, 190, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 


(No, 433.) 
(Welexraphic.) St, Petersburgh, November 14, 1912, 
I HAVE acted on your telegram No. 1221 of 13th November: Guarantee of 
Porsian loan, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs was at first not very favourable to. proposal, 60 T 
pressed it with all my arguments [ could, He promised to give it careful 
doration and to communicate his decision after discussing question with Minister 
ina 





[47464] No. 191, 


ir Bdveard Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 
(No. 1009.) 
(Pelographic,) Re Foreign Opice, November 14, 1912, 
MY telogram No. 97 of 9th November: 'Turco-Persian frontier. 
I should bo glad to be kept advised of the success attending your Excellency's 
frlondly representations 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1225, and ‘Tehran, No. 669.) 





(47101) No. 102, 
Foreign Office to Sir W. Garstin. 


Sir, : Foreign Ofice, November 14, 1912, 
I AM directed by Secrotary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of tho Sth Novomber respecting tho proposed negotiations with the Persian Govern- 


use approve. 

contemplated lending their 

support to t quiring a concession for some of the branches 
indicated, or in regard to maritime and terminal facilities on the Persian Gulf. 

\e new proposals mentioned in your letter will engage the serious attention of 

His Majesty's Government, and a dotailed expression of their views will be communi- 


115, 


‘cated to you at an early date, Sir E, Grey deems it, however, advisable to send you 
this preliminary letter without further delay. 
Tam, dc. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


[48718] No. 193, 
India Office to Foreign Oifice—(Received November 15.) 


Gir, India Osfice, Novembor 14, 1912. 

WITH reference to paragraph of the letter of this Office, dated the 25th February, 
1911, T am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to enclose, for the 
information of the Secretary of Stats for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the 
Government of India reporting the orders issued by them, as a result of enquiries mado 
by Mr. J. B. Wood, C.LE,, for effecting a roduction in/of expenditure in the agencies 
and consulates under the Bushire resideney. 

Tt will be seen that the total saving effected by these orders, which have beon 
sanctioned with effect from the Ist July last, may be taken as 67,190 rupoos 
(44791. Gs. 84.) a-yoar, or, if the expenditure of 7,400 rupeos (1931, Ge. 81.) a-year that 
‘was sanctioned for the provision of a launch at Bunder Abbas be excluded, at 69,790 
rupees (3,986L) a-year. The Marquess of Orowve is of opinion that the result attained 
is satisfactory, and, subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir FR, Grey as regards that 
portion of tlie expenditure w shared by tho British Exchequer, he proposes to 
nf orm the Government of India that their action is confirmed. 

Tam, &e. 
WV. HOLDERNESS, 


+ Enclosure 1 in No. 193, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewes 


My Lord, 


is avraro, we deputed Mr. J. B, Wood, CLE, of onr political 

tovvisit tho Persian Gulf in orderto oxamine the quostion of tho raduction 
of expenditure in these consulates and agencies, and to report on the feasibility of 
introducing a system of office allowances somewhat on tho lines of that obtaining in 
the consulates under the London Foreign Office, 

3. We now enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of the final orders 
which we have issued as a result of these enquiries, together with a statement showing. 
their financial effect as comparod with tho sanctioned grants for the year 1910-11, 
which formed the basis of our original estimate. 

Your Lordship will obsorvo that arrangements have been mado to utilise the 
Bahrein launch to meet the requirements both of the Bahrein agency and of the Bundor 
Abbas consulate. Consequently the expenditure of 7,400 rupees a-year and 60,000 
rupees initial, which your Lordship sanctioned for the provision of a launch for the 
Bunder Abbas consulate, will not be incurred, ‘The total saving effected hy theso 
orders may therefore be taken to be 5s 100 rupees =67,190 rupees a-year 

Hention to paragraplis 3 to 5 of the orders 
1g expenditure from the office allowance and 
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5, We trust that in the peculiar circumstances of the case the departure from the 
rules in the civil service regulations and the civil account code, which we have 
sanctioned, will meet with your Lordship's approval. 

We have, &. 
HARDINGE or PENSHURST. 
OM. CREAGH. 
RW. CARLYLE. 
SYED ALI IMAM. 
W. H. CLARK. 
R. H. CRADDOCK, 
R. W. GILLAN, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 193, 
ernment of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz. 


i Simla, July 6, 1912. 
1 AM directed to refer to your letter, dated the 6th August, 1910, regarding the 
reduction of expenditure in the Bushire residency and subordinate offices 
2 Lam, in the first place, to notice the following errors and omissions in the 
proposition and other statements accompanying your letter :— 


Museat 
(a) Tho sanctioned pay of the second clerk is 120 rupees and not 125 rupees, as 
shown in the proposition sti 3 
for 1910-11 mer the head “Travelling allowance for 
is 1,250 rupees and not 1,000 rupees, as shown in 
) ‘Phe sanctioned grant of 803 rupees under the head “ Medical and hospital 
stores and supplies ” has been omitted from Statement B. 
Koweit, 


‘ho sinetioned pay of the head clerk ix 120—5—150 rupees, and not. 100—10—150 
rupeos as shown in. the proposition statement, 


(1) ‘The annual grants must not be exeeeded in any case, the consul or political 
agent concerned being held personally responsible for any excess. 

(2) Allestablishment paid from the ollice allowance or other contract grants will 
be non-pensiouable, but special arrangements will be made, as explained in paragraph 4 
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below, to protect, in certain cases, the interests of officers now holding pensionable 
appointments under Government. 

3.) No officer will have the power to bind his successor to the scale of charges 
adopted by hin 

4.) No officer will draw more than one-fourth of the annual contract allowances 
each quarter without the specific orders of the political resident in the Persian Gulf, 

(5.) Each officer will render an. account of his expenditure from the. contract 
allowances to the political resident in the Persian Gulf in such form and at such 
intervals as the resident may preseribe. ‘The laiter will inform the comptroller, India 
‘Treasu of the amount passed by him from time to time as regards each office, and 
the comptroller, India Treasuries, will ask for no further accounts of disbursements 
from the contract grants, and will content himself with seeing that the total grant is, 
not exceeded. 

(6.) The politieal resident in tho Persian Gulf will have full powers of reappro- 
priation of surrendered savings on contract grants, but the grant of each consul or 
political agent will be diminished by such surrendered savings, and he will. bo 
personally liable for any excess over the contract grant. so diminished,» The resident 
will inform the comptroller, India ‘Treasuries, of any such reappropriations. 

(7.) Unexpended balances of contract grants will lapse at the end of each financial 

rear. 

7), Except as provided in paragraph 4 Delow the leave rules inthe Civil Serica 
Regulations will not be applicable to any members of the establishment paid from the 
contract grants, but they will bo entitled to such leave and such allowance as tho 
consul or political agent concerned may decide to grant, 

(0.) Salo proceeds of old furniture and other Government property will not in 
future be credited to Government in the ordinary manner, but will be added to the 
amount of the office allowance at the disposal of the political agent or consul concorned, 
A separate account should, however, be maintained of all amounts realised from the 
sale of durhar presents and submitted annually for the information of the Government 
of India, 

(10.) The rules in article 98 of the Civil Account Code, volume 1, a8 rogards 
contingent charges, will not be applicable to any purchases mado from the contract 
grants, 

(IL) ‘The eash in and of each consul or political agent will he limited to 
‘one-twelfth of his sanctiohed budget allotment, 


4, With reference to conditions (2) and (8) referred to in paragraph 8 above, I 
am to explain that two classes of cases are likely to arise as regards tho prosout 
incumbents of posts, which are now paid from general revenues and aro pensionable, 
but which will hereafter be paid from the office or other contract allowance, and will 
accordingly be non-pensionable, viz, :— 


(a.) Of men whose services will not be required in future by the consul or political 
agent ; and 

(.) Of men whose services will be required in future by the consul or political 
agent, aud who will be paid from the office allowance, 

(-) Cases falling under (a) should be dealt with under tho rules in section 2 of 
Chapter 18, Civil Service Regulations. 

(ii) As regards cases falling under (¥), subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
State for India, the Government of India are pleased to decide 


(1.) That all service paid from the office allowance will be treated as foreign 
sorvice of the first kind in respect of which no contribution for leave allowances nd 
pension will be payable ; and 

(2) That tho officers concerned will continue to obtain leave undor the Civil 
Servico Regulations, subject to the discretionary control of the consul or political 
agent. All allowances during privilege leave, whether taken by itself or in combination 
with other leave, will be met from the office allowance, while allowances during long 
leave will be met from general revenues, the rule in article 335 (a) Civil Service 
Regulations being relaxed for this purpose. 


Under the above rules, for the period during which an officer is paid from the 
office allowance, the calculation of his emoluments counting towards pension will ho 
Based on the pay he was drawing tly prior to his transfer to th i-forei; 
service, following the rule inarticles 779 (B) and 754 (b) (ji) Civil Serv ations, 
while his allowances during long leave will he similarly caleulated. Daring privilege 
(i591) pal 
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leave the consul or political agent can give him any allowance he pleases, not Jess than 
the pay that he drew in his last pensionable appointment under Government. If the 
oflicer is ata lator dato transferred to a pensionable post under Government he will 
simply be reverting from foreign service to Government service proper, and for the 
period during which he holds such pensionable post the calculation of his emoluments 
for the purposes of leave allowances and pension will be based on the pay of the latter 
appointment. 

Should a consul or political agent ceaso to require the services of an officer 
holonging ti iss he should give him three’ months’ notice of discharge, and at 
the samo nment of India of his intention. If no suitable 
appointinent in Government service can be provided for the officer he will be liable to 
beretired under the rules governing the grant of compensation pensio: 

Tam to request that you will furnish tho comptroller, India Treasuries, direct 
with @ complete list of officers falling under this class 

6. In view of the peculiar conditions of service in the Persian Gulf, where 
incumbents of the pensionable posts will ordinarily he recruited by selection from the 
non-ponsionable establishment, the Government of India are pleased to grant a general 
exemption from the provisions of article 478. (a) Civil Service Regulations to all 
Aaa otlod EE in the Bushire residency and other subordinate offices in 
the Porsian Gulf, 

Gj wequence of the introduction of the system described above, it has beon 
decided to revise the various allotments for the consulates and agencies within your 

diction, and tho orders of the Government of India on each case are noted below. 

wet to the condition that the provision made 

ies and consulates for “Care and repair of bi ” though 
Dased on the sanctioned grants of provions years, must be regarded as tentative, and 
subjeot to revision as tho result of the recommendations contained in your telegram, 
datod the 21st March, 1912, and lotter, dated the 24th March, 1912. 


Musoar. 


(1) Separate allotinents are sanctioned under the following heads :-— 


Monthy. 
Ropes 

Teabrasltan on 
Minuet pay 

Shri allowance 3 
1 acc cloth pay : ; 
rately allowancy 2 S22 000 asyoare 
Ponto ail tclogram chargon 1) Tt $000 asyeae* 


+ Fixod rant not to be incteased or exceeded without the sanction of the Government of India, 
Charges to be mujoct to aut under ordinary rules. 


(i) Il other charges under the head “25—Political,” an oflice allowance 
of 7,200 rupees year is sanctioned based on the following details : 


Fstablishmont — 


Ho establisiment 
Conponder + 
Demers. 1 
Hospital servants 


ree atl 
Sh et 


Contingencies — 
Rewsiajers 


Parca of sation 
eet coalingendley 
inclsnos 
1.05 
Darbar charges. Pb 0 


7,608 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 7,609 rupees is reduced to 7,250 rupees a-year.) 


‘The shroff allowance of 25 rupees a-month paid to the head clerk for Treasury 
work will be abolished on the next change of incumbents. If it is found necessary to 


inue it after that event, the political agent will be required to find the money from 
his office allowance. 


Bannuws. 


(a.) Separate allotments are sanctioned under the following heads :— 


Per mensem, Per annum, 


Rupees, Rupoos, 


(@) Salary and llowancn of gansta offcor as at preaat 
(Gi) tablisimont— 

‘heal clerk on 1206180 ropeca 

Howto reat allowance : 

1 modi at mi 
i) Charges om account of enor 
2) Eeablet pT 

arise, kept fed horen 

Porches and roa ofsadlery 

or rounly 

Mote 100 
(e) Traveling allowance ses 00 
(6) Charges on account of motorboat and steam laneh— 

Pattishment = 

Maintenaco ch soe Oe or roanly 
4 1300} 
(Fi) Charges on acconnt of sanitary arrangements, 1,200} 
(Gil) Postage cages. eats uf 


este eg nl mae no, ol 
ee ere ee cry 
1 Fes att ope eto mt tn Ur 
‘Charges to be subject to audit under ordinary rules. oe me beams 
rs eee 
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(2) ‘To meet all other charges under tho head “25—Political,” an office allowance 


of 12,200 rupees a-year is sanctioned, based on the following detai 


Extablishient— 
1 interpreter on 100—10—150 rapees value 


Honso rent Si poets 


1 second clerk on 75-—5-—100 rupees value 


Tiouse rent Cites Soda 


2 vernacilar clerk on 75—5—100 rupees value 
Hlonse rent tes : 


estaliishment 
Componnder ant dresser 
Hospital servants 
Boat establishinent, | 


Supp 
Ero and vy of ogeney, ke. 
fit if a ” 
urchaso and ropair of tenta_<: 

dca al hospital stores 

Purchase nd tepa of bonta 

Flagnand mores ey 


tingonclna— 

Subseripiion to newspapers. 

Liverien 

‘hoks and publica 

Pure 

Mostcal nt hospital con 

Tour eargea a 

Printinw aii station 

Hota ol weator changes 
i contingeticies 


Durtar canes 
(ath present 
Del preenta 


12.54 


(Allowing for yossibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 12,544 rupees is reduced to 12,200 rupees a-y 


(c.) Tt will be observed that your proposal to increase the pay of the head clerk to 
170 rupees a-month has not, been sanctioned. In the opinion of the Government of 
India, an inerenontal pay of 120—6—50 rupees should bo sufficient. With reforenee 
to paragraph 4 of Mr. Woowt's letter dated the 21st March, 1912, T am to explain that 
the Government of India consider it preferable to include the provision for second clork 
in tho office allowanco, 

(2.) ‘The Government of India approve of the suggestion that the Bahrein launch 
should be used to meet the requirements both of the Bahrein agency and of the Bunder 
Abbas consulate; tho question of providing a separate Ianuch for the latter station 
need not, therefore, be further considered. Tt is left to you to distribute the contract 
{rant sanctioned to meet. the charges on account of the launch between Babrein and 
Bander Abbas, should you consider desirable to do so, 

) These orders render unnecessary any further action with reference to the 


ned in sour letters dated respectively the 13th August, 16th September, 
and 10th December, 1911, 
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Kowsrr, 


(a.) Separate allotments are sanctioned under the following heads :-— 
Per menseun, Per annum, 


Salary of gazttd ofcrs as at present. 
Exablishaent— Z 
head clerk on 120-5150 rupees. 
1 second clek on 75-5100 rec. 
‘Travelling allowance Bhatt 
Z intenance of camel escort, 
fo account of maintenance of lunch 

Featinboeat 

keep ve aie 

190“ o00F 

(Giy' Postage charges en, Sta 


* Fixed grant not to be increased or exceeded without the sanction of the Government of India, 
to be subject fo audit und 
Fixed contract grant 


( ‘To meet all othor charges under the head “25—Political,”’ an office allowance 
of 8,500 rupees a-year is sanctioned based on the following details :-— 


Per annum, 


Beater 
Tawa. 
Mena estaisinent 
Bea and beacon elblsinnt 
Viowptal ereant 
1 pale a ” 


Spon ad von 
Eire and repair of agency 
Secret service money, 
Medical stores and sp 
ach di ts 
fantenance of ageney light 
Purchase au rep of tents 
Plage abd storey 6. 


ae 
tee 

Tye lage a 
Parcliase of books, kes. 
oe 
faateumi cian 
alee 


Cash presente 
Durtar presents 
700 
B20, 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 8,820 rupees is reduced to 8,500 rupecs a-year:) 


sf ang Sm. 12 add that the appointment of second clerk now sanctioned will bo abolished, 
if and when a regular post office is opened in Koweit, 


(c.) These orders render it unnecessary to reply to your letter dated the 22nd 
October, 1911. 


[1591] 21 
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KeRuan. 
(a.) Separate allotments aro sanctioned under the following heads :— 
Por menses. Per annu, 


Rupees, 


i) Charen on atone of alntenanceofesaet— 
§ Establishment 
Tain alowaneo ; 
Phrcan f adeop of mala 
Pals at opus of seer 
or aly 
Tals Boo 
(iv) Traveling atovance.."s nae 
(0) Pogo i tlre Sarge!) Bear 


* Establishment to b le sanctioned from tine to tine. Total grant no to bo 
Increased or exon without the muacion of the Government of Tuts, Charges to'bo Subieer to saat 
Under ondary ru 

aed fran it to tw ieroaed or exeredd witout the suactin of tho Government ot Tdi 
(hargos to blot to audit under vena rune 


(b,) To moot all other charges under the head *25—Political,”” an office allowance 
of 9,800 rupees a-year is sanctioned based on the following details :— 


Per annum, 


Hstabliahment— 
I lk 0 100-10-8-—10-10-8-100 ropa value 
lose rot Fite oe 


Monial ostablishivont 
Towpital oon ge 2 
Samplo room allowance: 


Supplies and services 
Thccasa ant par of tents 
i ad ype of coma 
st mriea 
Mollol ant hospital 
Ivf tranport 
Flagn, sora 


Contingoncon— 
berptions to nowspaprs 
ing a stationery 

tale a fasta 2 
ne oes 
en cold wénthor ory 
Purchase of books, ho. 66 -s ae 
Purclaan ant reps of (tare ©: 
‘Tote 
Me 


Darbar charges— 
400 
100 


Grand total 4, + 10485, 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 10,155 rupees is reduced to 9,800 rupees a-year.) 


J am to add that the-post of attaché is. continued as a tentative arrangement, 
subject to revision when the present incumbent vacates the office, 
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(c) The above calculations are based on the supposition that the whole of the 
ration allowance of 1,500 rupees is paid to the escorts, "If this agsummption is noorrett, 
the Government of India authorise you to effect a readjustment of the sanctioned grants 
for the escort charges and the office allowance, 


Boven Anpas, 


(@) Separate allotments are sanctioned under the following heads:— 


Sals al of ft /preser et 
(3) Salary and allowances of gazetted ofcers as at present 
Extablishment— ie 
head clerk on 120--5—150 rapes enon, 
(Charges on account of ear 
Heablahmeat : 18H 
ations me 
Parco, fe, and Kop of erses 1000 
Prrolase and repr oftalery a ent 


(Gxed roundly 8,800 rupees a-yeas).* 
(Ge) Traveling allows 


(or roundly 15,050 rupees a-year).* 
lage and telegram charges, 2,380 rupees a-yeurt 


sa Bealishmont to bo eotrtained on tho seal sauctioned from tine to me. ‘Total grat fed not to 
te ocreased or esse without the euction of tho Goverment ef Tati Chargoeta men ec sede 
der odin rules 

# Fire frat ao to bo grand or excot. witout thy snotin the Government of Tad, 
Charges to be abject to ait under ondary alone 


(b.) To meet all other charges under the head “25—Political,"” an offico allowance 
of 6,650 rupees a-year is sanctioned based on the following detail 


Per annum, 
Eatabishnent— Ropeos 
Munshi, 100 
Conoander 600 
Meuul extabtisinent 
Boat establishment 


Suplos ul services 

iro and repair of commit bil 

Set 
Prchano au répair of tats 
Daehas and rp 


Bre 
eal contingcacies 
Mbcellaneoun 





Personam 
Darbar char Ropes 
Cash presents « S00 
Dele preset 2 0 


Total 700 
Grand total 4. oT 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 7,224 rupees is reduced to 6,650 rupees a-year.) 


(c.) Ordors on the question of transferring the allotments and charges on account 
of the arms traffic and the infantry detachment to some other head of account will be 
‘communicated to you separately. 


Anwaz, 


(a.) Separate allotments are sanctioned under the following heads :— 
and allowances of gazetted officers as at present. 


{ubitantsngron on emoluments at prset 

{houideek on 10610-2160 rapes asst 
wy etenrton Reread nF perm 

il) Grn on acount ear soba 

« A duffadar.. 
se ee 
anwar eee 
iit 
2 seen oa 

ital 


ations 


or rool 
eya20e 

(iv) ava +. 2,00 
7) Pat : tot 


ined on tho scala sanctioned from time to time Total grant Axed at 
{880 rapron and not to be increased or exceaed without the sanction ofthe Government of India’ Charges 
‘to bo subject to audit unidor orfinary rules, 
1 Pixel geant not to bo inereaned or excouded without the sanction of the Gorerament of India, 
Chargos to be aubject to andit under oninary tulese 


(b,) To mect all other charges under the head “25—Political,” an office allowance 
of 16,400 rupces a-year i sanctioned based on tho following detail’ :— 


Paint 
Tins 09 108-108 ropaon 
Movil establishment 
Hsia menial estabshineat 
Boninen yeh 
Gardener 1 
oeal guards ) 2 


Medical applies 
ico of transport 
lays aud stores 


Per annum, 


Contingencies — 
Sabsrtion (o newepepers 


of furnitar = 
Masia ontingeuis 
rating an toner 

Hot ao cold eather Charges 
Rents, rates and taxes e+ 
Micellncots ve 2 


Darbar charges— 


Grandtotl ay 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 10,705 rupees is reduced to 16,400 rupees a-year.) 


(c.) The provision now sanctioned for the charges on account of tho escorts 
involves a reduction of the existing establishment by five sowars. Orders for the 
disposal of these men have already been communicated to you separately. 

(2.) As regards tho question of permitting the head clerk of the eousulate to draw 
his pay in Persian currency at tho rato of 4 krans to the rupee (vide correspondence 
ending with your letter dated the 15th October, 1911), it is understood that tho consul 
will be able to meet tho additional expenditure involved from tho contract office 
allowanco now sanctioned, and that there is uo need for altering the sanctioned pay of 
the head clerk's appointment. 


Busmme, 


(@) Tho Government of India, after careful consideration, have decided, with the 
approval of His Majesty's Secretary of Stato for Thdia, that the appointment’of socond 
assistant to the political resident, which has been excluded from the eadre of tho 
Political department, as recently revised, will be retainod for tho present. 

(.) The proposal to increase tho pay of the head clerk from. 150. rupees to 
180 rupees a-month, and that of the head miunshi from 100 rupees to 100-10-160 rupees 
a-month are sanctioned. Incremental rates of pay are substituted for the fixed rateo at 
present sanctioned for the second, third, and treasury olorks, 

(c) Tho Government of India regret their inability to sanction tho proposal to 
grant a fixed rate of local allowance to. members of tho Bushire Residency, office 
establishment, in liew of tho privilege enjoyed by them at present of drawing thelr 
salaries in the Persian currency ata fixed rato of exchange, 

(4) Separate allotnents are sanctioned under the following heads :— 


(> Salary aud allowances of gazetted oficrs a at prow 
(3) Hate - s Rs eS sh 

1 oad elerk om pay. RD wo 

I second cle 2 1205-145 

1 tied clerk 

{ead nai 

LU freasiry accountant 

1 Treaary ork 

1 Trewury shrott <2 

Media 

1 assistant surgeon on 

Gharge allowatea es 

Howto reat allowance! es a0 
charge allowance to military sub-as 10 

maaitino= 
Allowance to readeneysungon ka 
assistant surgoon ou rays i 
Quarantine allowance By. 150 
Hoaso rent allowance 20 
Allowance ty tlograph asisiant surgeon i 


* Those who are drawing thei pay in Persian cureney ata xed rate of oxchange will continue to da 0 
[uso1} 2K 















Residency agents— 
agent at Shargab on pay. 
J axent at Lingah on pay 
(Git) Travelling allowanco 6,000 rupees a-year. 
Charyes on account of escort establishment — 
Establishmont (including exchange allowance) 
IEE Wie ea ee PS 
Purchase, Keop, and feed of Horses 
Purchase and repair of saddlery 














(reduced in round numbors to 9,000 rupees a-yeat)-t 


(¥.) Charges on acconnt of maintenance of launch — 

Fstalshment (Felling exchange allowanen) 
tations ra ; 

Flags, mtores, de, 















(esluced in round numbers to 6,000 rupees a-year)} 


grant for modal expenituro based on folowing details 
ior on 0 rapeen per nthe ea ee 
Heal errant at 12 rope cmon, + 0-0 each? 

cal ant honital store 

yo eons 2 







(vi) Contract 
1 





(oduoud fn round numbers to 4,000 a-year)$ 


(vil) Service postage and tologram chargos 85,200 rupees a-yearS 





cane BS ict 20 0 nano exsndewithont ho sanction ofthe Goverment of Tn 
Dargo toe uoct to ne under ornare 

Fistalsnont tobe entrain on tho tele santionwd from tine to to, ‘Total grant fed at 
{4000 rupecs aid ot to be inereased. or excredad without the bastion of the Goveroment of Tad, 
é ee ret oa 














‘xed continct grants 


Mugs provision to mad, an at present in accordanc with past actuals. Charges to bo subject to 
audit under ordinary ries 


(b.) ‘No meot all other charges under the heads “25—Political” and “ 32—Miscel- 


Janeous,”” an office allowance of 22,000 rupees a-year is sanctioned based on the 
following details — 
















Yearly in 
round 
numbers. 
Bstablishiment— Rupees Ropees, Rupees 
Teamp olen se 10 10 + 18 + 619-0 
2 copyista 60" 18” 5-0-0 each, 
Tigi 8 5270 





1030 


2,500 





2 tont khalanis, 
Leartakor 
Vgardener 2 
1 









yee a ant 
— 970 

Ges id b id ids 5,000, 

i repair of reaidenoy house and grounds 

Secret servkee ee ne ee S00 

Purchase and ojairof tants SLB 
th — 5700 

nto newspapers, 7 20 

ial contingenci 200, 


Ret, rates, and taxes 





ing and 

‘Rove 

Mot and cd a 
lise of books 

Upkeep of telephone ine <2 

















































orchaso and repair of frsiture 
Miscellaneows sr se ss 


Durbar charges ie es 













82.—Micetameous, 
Repatiation of destitute Indians. 





for remittance of treasure *: ee TE 6K 
Charges CO ve 
Grandtotal 4. a 22805 


(Allowing for possibilities of economy resulting from the simplification of system, 
the total of 22,805 rupees is reduced to 22,000 rupees a-year.) 

Tam to add that the Government of India will hold you responsible for seeing 
that the treasury work at Bushiro does not suffer by the new arrangement, and that all 
orders of the comptroller-general or the comptroller, India Treasuries, regarding 
remittance of funds from Bushire and other account matters are properly carried out, 

7. With reference to your lotter dated the 6th August, 1910, the Government of 
India approve of the proposal that the consuls at Mohammerah and Bunder Abbas and 
the political agents in Koweit and Bahrein, all of whom av present obtain funds from 
the Bushire Mreasury and end their aosounte tot, ahonld By permitted — 

(1.) To issue supply bills on the Bank of Bombay, and also to draw money from 
the local post offices ; and 

(@.) To send their accounts direct to the comptroller, Indian ‘Treasuries, Calenttay 

8 The foregoing orders will havo effect from the Ist July, 1912 

Thave, de 
‘A. il, MeMAHON, 











Enclosure 3 in No. 193, 


Statement of Economies effected in the Bushiro Residency and Subordinate Officers. 





Mosca, 
Badjgot Heads rai Budget Head chee (lane 
. rut for adgt Heads, tow | Baviog 
ne fio s sanctioned, 


















opecs. Tupecs. | Rupees 
Baablihment 4. ,| ABD | xtablshment | aa 
sore cies | HRB | Felingalonace 2] Linn 

lee and services “| 2760 | Pontngn and telgram charges 2] 3 
Coneecee “] 300 | ofice'tiowanca Ss") F389 


Durbar charges $23] 1,000 



















Barnum, 








15390 | Establishment a +] 2,680 
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(No, 630.) 
{Telegraphiic.) 
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No 194. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey, {Received November 15.) 


Constantinople, November 15, 1912, 


FOLLOWING from consular officer at Mosul :-— 
“ Turco-Persian frontier. 


“Turkish troops at Pessva (Passova) and Descht Girde have been withdrawn. 
to Ravanduz (Rowanduz). 


“They will be stationed at Ako,” 





(48753) 


(No. 631.) 
(Telegraphic. R 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 


No. 195. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 15.) 


Your telegram No. 1009 of 14th November. 


Tsaw Minister for Fore 
sottle this 
frontier. 


that no progress would be made as lon, 
‘commis 





of mine respectin 
tribunal his Excellency. rope 
drafting. 

A reply, 
colleague, but it will obviously be diff 
for Minister to give his personal atte 

Information contained in. my 
evident indication that Turkey desires to come to a settlement, 


stion in a conciliatory spi 











r to above was given by Minister for Foreign Affairs 
ilt under present critical condi 





ion to the matter. 
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48735) 


No. 677.) 


(Welographic.) R. 
PERSIAN Government have asked that Per 
be taken under British 








accommodate them, oF th 
danger. 





No. 196. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir F, Bertio.® 


Foreign Office, November 15, 1912, 
sian subjects at Constantinople may 
roteetion and, if necessary, accommodated on British ship. 
derstand that, the number excoeding 20,000, similar requests have heen made to 
ench aud Russian Governments. Before replying T should like to know what French 
and Russian Governments propose, but I do not suppose it would bo feasible to 
ng mostly Mahommedans, they would be in any 








(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 1124, and Tehran, No, 670.) 















* Also to Sir G, Buchanan (No, 1283), 


Constantinople, November 15, 1912. 


Affairs on the Sth instant and earnestly bogged him to. 

and to establish once and forall a stable 
is Excellency replied that he was prepared to do his best to that ond, and 
admitted that Turkish Government had been in fault. since 1905, He said, however, 
that it would be very difficult to abandon so much territor 


without some semblance of 
concessions from other side, ad 


ng that thoy wero now being, asked to ive up tho 
whole so-called contested zone.” In reply { pointed out. that. this was not tho caso, 
only territory to be coded being that laid down by treaty of 1847, Lsaid that I feared 
ig a8 Adil Boy remained president of the joint 

jon. His Excellency promised to study matter and proposed within a wook or 
80 to attend commission himself and sce what could be done, ‘To a further obsorvation 
the inconvenience and delay of a reference to 

sated that this difficulty could be overcome by careful 











nmediately preceding telegram of to-day is an 
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[48775] No, 19 
Sir Wh. Townley to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Recetved November 16.) 












(No. 594.) 


(Melegraphie.) R, Tehran, November 16, 1912, 
him UR telegram No. 663 of 13th November: Advance to Governor-General of 
Shiraz. 






















(48882) No, 198, 


Sir 6. Laiether to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 






(No. 637.) 
(We 









Constantinople 
ARAM No, 677 of 13th November to. Paris, 


aur to be any diag 
with others 4 















ay suite alon 


for which it has been found 
pniteetion by th national fleet, Russian Ambassador 
wed Persiin Ambassador that if are any Persians who 
larmed they may proceed on board Russian ships. 
















reasons to be 
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We agreed that it would be best for the present that Nast-ul-Mulk should remain 
Regent, and T think that if pressure were brought to bear on him he would consent 
to nominate Saad-ed-Dowleh Prime Minister. Presidentof the Council would telegraph 
his resignation previousl: Tf Nasr-ul-Mulk refuses he will have to abdicate, thus 
creating a most undesirable situation here, which we are anxious to avoid, It 
is probable that he will listen to reason if it were made clear to him that his refusal 
might be attended with very serious consequences. 
If Nasr-ul-Mulk remains Regent there will be no need to look for his suecessor at 
id the question of the Shah being declared of age to ralo can stand over, 
am of opinion that it would bo very unfair on.a young boy to make him jeopardise his 
future as ruler of Persia by associating him with such a hazardous enterprise as tho 
administration under Saad-ed-Dowlch, who is clearly most unpopular, though he flatters 
himself that he had enthusiastic reception here. R 
Saad-ed-Dowleh proposes to create a Conseil d'itat composed of about thirty 
1h will fon If of Senate to be created when Medjliss is 
ning of Medjliss in due course, 
da long conversation with Prime Minister and Minister of War, 
Who called on me together as representing the whole, Bakhtiari tribe. They agreed 
that the Prime Minister would resign if the Russian Minister and T represented to him 
in a friendly spirit that Saad-ed-Dowleh had been able to form a Cabinet which: 
inspired us with confidence, provided that he is given certain assurances that the 
Bakhtiari governors would ‘not be dispos ed and that the tribe would not be 
hostilised [sie], We thus reached a more satisfactory result than I had anticipated, as 
it was commonly believed that Prime Minister intended to refuse to resign, a belief 
which was shared by Sand-ed-Dovleh, 


















































[48888] No. 199, 






Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received November 17.) 






Tehran, November 17, 1912. 







‘confirm report thi 
rid by loyalist forees 
fled 16 Russian territor 
port. 

nt to St, Petersburgh) 


















vumonred that he 
confirmation of the latter 


(s 




















(48889) No, 200, 


Sir W. Love 





















ay to Sir Fidieard Grey.— (Received November 17.) 









‘Tehwan, Novembor V7, 1912. 
ARAL thas subimitted to me a lengthy correspondence which 
has passed between Director-General of Posts and: himself upon the subject of the 
necessity of a Bolgian postal inspector in th» south, ‘This suggestion has been 
pproved by Minister of Posts, [tis clear from this correspondence that one of chief 

«tor-general is to obtain abolition of British post ollices in certain Gulf 



















ports, 
T should be glad of your early instructions on my despatch No. 218 of 20th October. 








(48890) 


No, 201. 





















veived November U7.) 






Tehran, Nocember 17, 1912 






86 of 11th Now 
and I saw Saded-Dowleh together yesterday morning and 

he nature of the Cabinet which he thinks that he can form 
Ho suguested names of men who would constitute a strong and 
iabinet if they could be induced to take office 





uber. 


























(48891) No, 202. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 17.) 











0, 598, 
Telegraphic) Telran, November 17, 1912, 
YOUR ram No, of 13th November to St. Petersburgh. 
d-ed-Dovwleh Ind great stress, in the course of conversation roported in my 





immediately. preceding. tele 
understood that a further ad 

alfa Rail 
no use in 


am, on inunediate want of money. He said that he 
nee of 150,001, would be fortheoming on the signature 

Chis sum would not, he thought, be sufficient, and he 
Cabinet and restore order unloss suficient funds were 
without task was hopeless. Ho added. that 
ope to discuss possibilities of a loan with M. Rafialo 
ed that his own task hind no chance of success unless the t 
uide the Persian Government an ample advance on such a loan at once, 
that he should consult treasurer-genoral as to the immediate 
ts of Government, and that when we knew figures wo would submit matter 
to our two Governments, 

T impressed on Si 
repeatedly’ ass 
granted at 
this promise. 

















la 
brother had 
but he ¢ 






















Led-Dowleh that present Minister for Foreign Affirs had 
{ Mohammerah=Khoremabad Railway eoncession would. be 

concession. Te replied that he was quite aware of 
igue loyally supported my representations 


















(48924) No. 203. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 





(No. 223.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, October 2, 1912, 
T HAVE the honour to infor tT instructed the Imperial Bank of Persia 
on the 24th instant to hold the sum of 15,0002, the balance of the 25,0000, recently 
advanced to the Persian Goverament by His Majesty's Government, at the disposal of 
the treasurer-gencral. 
In conveying: this inforn to M. Mornard, stated that 1 jyas only authorised 
by His Majesty rnment to make this fresh advance on condition that the money 
Was spent on the requirements of the gendarmerie at present in the province of Fars, 
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or which it was intended, under the scheme drawn up by Colonel Hjalmarson, to send 
to that province in the spring. 

1 also informed Colonel Hjalmarson of the fresh advance which was being made 
and of the manner in which it was to be expended, 

M. Mornard assured me in reply that the money would be spent in the manner 
desired 

T havo the honour to enclose herewith copy of a note which I addressed to the 
Minister for Forcign Aairs on the same day, informing his Highness that I was 
phicing this further sum of 15,000L. at M. Mornard’s disposal. 

Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
Enclosure in No, 20: 


Sir W. Townley to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


Highness, Tehran, October 24, 1912. 

WITIE reference to my note of the 8th August and to your Highness’s reply of the 
12th Angust upon the subject of the sum of 10,000L which I had been instructed by. 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to advance to the Persian, 
Government for the special immediate requirements of the province of Fars, Thave the 
honour to inform your Highness that I have to-day instructed the Imperial Bank of 
Borst to hold the further sun of 15,0001, at the disposal of tho treasurer-general of 

Porsin. 

‘This latter amount is the remainder of the advance of 25,0001, which His Majesty's 
Goverment recontly consented to make to the Imperial Government. 

In informing M. Mornard that this sum is at his disposal, Uhave added that T am 
only suithorised: by my Govern ke the advanco on condition that the money 
is utilised for the needs of tho gendarmerie which has already been sent to the province 
of Fars, or which it is intonded, undor the scheme drawn up by Colonel Hjalmarson, 
to send to that province in the spring. 

T have the honour to advise your Highness, for the information of the proper 
authorities of the Imperial Government, that this advance of 15,0000. is held to. bo 
secured upon the revenues of the southern customs in the same manner and at the 
tuine rato of interest as the 10,0004. ndvanced in August, and as the advance made to 
the Imperial Government last March by the Government of His Majesty 

‘vail, do 
WALTER TOWNLE 





(48927) No. 204. 

Sir W. Pownley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 
(No. 226.) 
Sir, ‘Telivan, October 29, 1912. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks. 


Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
Enclosure in No. 201, 


Summary of Bente for the Month of October. 


Tehran. 


TIT Cabinet —Simsanves-Sultaneh’s Cabinet continues to carry on the 
mont, but it is well known that a change is imminent, as Saad-ed-Dowleh has been 
invited by the Ti telegraphed to Saadsed- 
Dowleh oi the id 


Salar-ed-Dowlel —As reported fully in a separate despatch, Salar-ed-Dowleh camo 
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to within 30 miles of Tehran with a small force on the 18th October. For a day or 
thvo it was thought he intended to attack the city, and. preparations for defence were 
hastily made, Salar-ed-Dowleh, however, made his way to Shahristanek, in the 
‘mountains north of Tehran, and remained there on the 22nd and 23rd October. He 
then proceeded ina northerly direction towards Mazandaran, No serious attempt was 
made by the Government to pursue him till the 27th and 28th October, when a small 
force composed of about 300 Bakhtiaris, 100 Ossanlou horsemen, and 40 Cossacks, with 
two mountain guns, were dispatched against him. A certain Hayder Kuli Khan took 
refuge at the legation on the 25th October, and it is thought that he was one of 
Salar-ed-Dowleh’s followers, though he himself denies i 

Political Prisoners—Che political prisoners mentioned in the May summary were 
brought back to Tehran from Kum on the 19th October, and are now in custody at 
Baghi-Shah. They include Sardar Mohy, his brothers, and Suleiman Mirza, the leader 
‘of the Democratic party. 

Elections for the Medjliss—The committee referred to in the September summary 
subsequently declared that, in their opinion, tho question of considering whother it 
would be desirable to modify the electoral law should be referred to a moro repro 
sentative body. A larger committee was thereupon formed, consisting of about. Atty: 
four members of all classes elected by the people themselves. Sardar Assad. was 
elected to the chair, and soveral meetings were held in October. By a voto of the 
majority it was decided that the electoral law passed by the last Medjliss could not, 
under present circumstances, be carried out, A sub-committeo was then formed to 
elaborate a new electoral lav, and is now occupied in drawing it 

Ain-ed-Dovcleh,—Ain-ed-Dowleh, whose relations with the British Legation Ind 
entirely ceased from tho dato of his dismissal from the post of Grand Visior to tho 
Into Muzaffer-ed-Din Shah, the 20th July, 1906, expressed the desire to. reopen 
relations on the 28th October, and the Oriental secrotary paid him a friendly visit, 
He will call on His Majesty's Minister in a day or two. His Highness would evidently 
like to become Regent in the place of Nasor-ul-Mulk, who still refuses to commit 
himself as to his eventual return to Persia, 

G. P, CHURCHILL, 


Tabriz, 


As the operations against the Shabsevans are, for the timo being, in abeyanco, the 
Russians have withdrawn a large portion of their’ field force from the Ardebil district. 
Some of the troops have returned to Russia, and some linve been transferred to tho 
Urmia district, where the Russians now havo about 4,000. mon, It is also reported. 
that six battalions of infantry with six guns, destined for Khoi, have arrived at Julta, 
and that the detachment at Marand, about 1,000 strong, is under orders to proceed to 
the Tureo-Persian frontier, 

AA consignment of 40,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, bouglit by Shujaceds 
Dowleh in Russia, has been smuggled into Persian territory, via Julfa, in. Russian 
army waggons. | ‘This ammunition is said to be for the uso of the Persian force which 
Was sent to Sujbulak in September last in order to prevent a party of Shahsovans 
entering Turkish territory. ‘The consignment has been detained ut Maraghn pending 
aan investigation by the customs authorities. 


Talish 


‘The installation of Salar Assad, the nominee of the Russian consul-general at 
Resht, as Governor of Talish, is meeting with opposition in the province, and fighting 
has recommenced between the Russian troops and the tribesmen, 

Arfa-es-Sultanch, who for some time past has been a claimant for the governor 
ship, has been forced to sell his property in Talish toa Russianfsubject and is being 
detained at Resht by the orders of the Russian consul-genoral, 


Meshed, 


With the exception of the road from Meshed to Askabad, which is guarded by 
Russian posts, practically all the roads in Khorassan have been closed to. traff 
throughout the past month, 

‘The Turcomans, reported in last month’s summary as raiding in the neighbourhood 


of Shabrud, have lately been joined by other parties of the tribe, and thoit mumnber ts 
[159i] 2M 
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Row estimated at about 1,000. ‘The road to Tebran is closed, i 
forwarded via Russia ane oS 
Tho Russian military authorities appear to have abandoned their intention of 


erecting barracks at Meshied, as they are now making arrangements for billeting there 
troops in the town, 


Ispahan. 


‘There lias been som 
roads in the province, 
districts, 


‘ahi no town has, as a rule, remained quiet, but there has been occasional fring at 
night time. On the night of the Gth-7th October, sharp firing broke out in eacous 
quarters of the town owing to the presence of an armed party of burglars, and oe 
fomo shots passed closo to. the British hospital, His Majesty's consulcgeneral, wos 
compelled to address a warning to the local authorities 

“A™ squadron of the Central India Horse left for Shiraz on the 5th October. 


Yeed, 


Assadullah Mirza, the 
after handing over charge 
Mashallalt, however, who, with a fol 
4th October, took over th 
and di 


On the 2 
Bae of Sardar-i. 
authority: to 0 
SoG PPOSE 
Sardar ers in the jails, 
hbouring villages, and 


avo outt his intention of loot ‘ice-consulate, and the 


Russian ¢ 
Tho town. was completely at his merey, and several merchants and others took 

rofiige in tho vico-consulato. However, on pressure being brought to bear by varioes 

authorities, he became more reasonable, and left Yezd on the 20th October 


Sardari-Fattoh left Tspahan for Yezd on the 26th October with n 
sowars and tivo guns, Jee ae ae ED 


Mr Lomon, of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, wi 

i , ean ‘ele partment, was robbed by a 

of pt Almedis,on the road near Nain, on the 27th October,” The tofangebis, ening 
As his escort, mae no attempt at resistance when attacko 


Shiraz. 


roa ltkheresSultanel, the now Governor-General of Fars, arrived at Shiraz on the 

ith, Octobe 
‘There have been dissonsions among the Kashkais for somo. tim 

‘ mong the Kashkai © past, and 

SouloensSlanoh, wih {he jssistance of Soulote-Dowlch and of como of the 

smaller tribes, has brought about the resignat EI 

sally tribes, has bro he resignation of Sardar Ehtesham, the formor 
A party, consisting of « fow Europeans and some invalido followers of the Central 

Tndia Horse, loft Shiraz for Bushire on the 21th October « tno for ts 

conduct given by Mukberes-Sultanch, Bipag SSH Seartates Fs ae 


Kerman, 


Amir-i-Mufakham, the new Governor-General of the province, arri 
t 1 the new Q ral of the arrived at Ke 

on the 30th September, Since his arrival the town and environs Have ealnat aie 
il to Yeu, along which Baklitiari guards have been posted, hos hact 


Kermanshah, 


-Dowloh and Yar Maliomed, with a force of about 1,000 men, reached Mian 


tiles from Kermanshah, on the rd October, and, in response toa joint 
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commonication from the British and Russian consuls requesting that fighting should 
not take place in the town, agreed to halt for two days s0 as to enable Firman Firma 
to move out of Kermanshah and advance against them, 

Firman Firma gave orders for his troops to leave on the morning of the 6th; 
but at 2 o'clock in the morning of the 5th October Yar Mahomed with 400 followers 
commenced an attack on the town. By 10 a.at ho had penetrated some way into the 
dazaars, when a sortie was made by a party of Government troops from the Ark. In 
the fighting which ensued Yar Maliomed was killed, and his followers, apparently losing, 
heart, broke and fled, pursued by the Bakhtiari and mujahedin, 

In the engagement the rebels lost some twenty-five men killed and wounded and 
eighty prisoners. 

Salar-ed-Dowleh, who took no active part in the fighting, managed to evade the 
Government troops, and left the Kermanshah district with some 250 followers. His 
farther movements aro reported in this summary under the heading “Tehran.” 


W. M, FORDHAM, Major, 
Military: Attac 





(48028) No. 205. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 18,) 


a Tehran, October 29, 1912, 

AS Tindicated in my telegram No. 495 of the 3rd September, with reference to 
the question of finding a governorship for Kawam-ul-Mulk, the Central Government have 
‘been looking for some time for a suitable candidate to send to You ‘They eventually 
Aecitled to appoint. a Bakhtiari, Sanar-i-Fatteh, tomporarily, pending the arrival of 
another Bakhtiari, Amir Mujahed, who is now acting as Governor of Behbehan, where 
his presence is required. 

Tn the meantime, however, the notorious ex-outlaw, Naib Hussein, proceeded to 
Yezd with his son, Mashallah, and some 500 sowars. All the power apparently fell 
into their hands, and they prepared to resist. any governor who might. bo appointed ; 
they levied revenue and proceeded to repair the forts. 

Matters came to a head about the 24th instant, on the receipt of the news of the 
appointment of Sardar-i-Fatteh. Mashallah released the contents of the prisons, who 
marched abont the town fully armed, torrorising the Parsees and tho townspeople, 
He was also reported to have threatened to murder the British vice-consul, the Russian 
‘agent, and the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, and to loot all the European 
establishments, his object partly being, it was alleged, to embroil the Persian Govern- 
ment with foreign Governments, 

‘The whole town seems to have been in a complete turmoil, and a large crowd of 
merchants and others, under the leadership of the Pa Rs moved about 
seeking sanctuary at the British vice-consulate and the Indo-Buropean ‘Telograph 
Department's station, Suggestions were put forward from all sides that the Persian 
Government should be approached with a view to recoguising Mashallah as governor, 
thereby saving the town from the horrors anticipated from a refusal to do so. 

It appeared to me, however, after careful deliberation, that Mashallah was playing 
a bold game, and that he had been scattering his wild threats broadcast with a view to 
obtaining official support for his demand to be appointed governor. » While fully 
realising the gravity of the situation, of which I kept the Persian Governmont informed, 
Tcould not see my way to advancing the candidature of a rebel outlaw to the governor- 
ship of a province without bringing discredit on His Majesty's Government, 

After consulting with my Russian colleague, I therefore instructed the British 
yice-consul to see Mashallah, in the absence of any constituted authority, and to inform 
him that, as he had taken forcible possession of Yezd, the Russian Minister and im} rsolf 
would liold him personally responsiblo for the lives and proporty of foreigners in Youd, 
pending the arrival of the new governor. I added that Mr. Blackman should invite 
the Russian agent to accompany hi 

‘These representations appear to have achieved th object, for, as I had the 
honour to inform you in my Guess No. 573 of the 27th October, Mashallah became 
reasonable and decided to quit Yezd, telegraphing at the same time some excuses to 
the Minister of the Interior for his behaviour. 
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Sardar-i-Fatteh, the Bakhtiari governor, left his camp at Ispahan on the 
26th October for his post, accompanied by 200 gowars, two guns, and ten gunners. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(48929) No. 206. 
ir Edward Grey.—{Reecived November 18.) 


Tehran, Uctober 29, 1912. 

THAVE the Honour to transmit herewith a paraphrase of a telegram which T 
have received from His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, reporting ‘upon a programme 
concerning the financial arrangements which the Governor-General considers necessary 
in order that ho may be able to carry out the administration of the province in a 
proper an 

T have disenssed tho eontonts of Mr, Smart's telogram with the treasurer-general, 
who professed his readiness to meet Muklber-es-Soltanch's wishes as far as it may be 
possible for him to do so, M.Mormard stated that he is quite ready to fall in with 
tho views contained in the first clause, provided that he is advised of the steps that 
have been taken, Ho took the ovea- form mo that he had recently strengthened 
the stalf of his represontation at Shiraz by the dis 
here, and that he intends to send M. Stas from 
agent. at an early date. M. Mornard said th vi i 
os-Sultaneh, before his depai from Tehran, he had not formed a high opinion of 
his Excellency cial capabilities, and added that, although the gov 
pasion est man, hie has surrounded himself with persons espe 
to the finances whose probity is by no means al : 

AAs to tho second claise, M. Mornard suid that he wwould. do. his best to mest 


Mukhber-es Sultanch's wants, but he called attention to the presont national ponury 

and pointed out that 30,000 tomans (6,000L,) seems to be a sort of stock figore for the 

tronthly eauiroments of provincial governors, ‘The treasurer-genoral sai that with 
i 


tho bost will in the world the Central Government could uot finance all the provin 
istrations, that ought in 1  consirabe sums to the Imperial 
rensury instead of be nal resources. He promised all the 
ke an with the Imperial Bank, pledging the 
rovenuies of Shiraz rity, ging that all the revenue of the province 
should ly paid into the bank at Shiraz x 
M, Mornard pointed out that, in. his opinion, it was doubtful policy to encourage 
provincial governors in a belief that thoy could count upon the Central Government 
to make good any shortage on their monthly budgets. Si knowledge, he thonght, 
encouraged the governors to show lenionoy to recalcitrant tribes in the matter. of 
collecting revenue from them rather than risk a row, 
the expense of the Government the reput 
p wider their jurisdiction. He thonght that Muklbe 
Tha preseut yory itis shout tieyeatntntergt te provine purposes, 
and said that ho himself would not be in possession of any reliable information upon 
this point unt Suropean ayent, named above, had arrived and had had time to 
examine the situation closel; 
called M, Mornard’s special attention to the third clause of Mukhber-es-Sultanch’s 
osidorata, and reminded him that His Majesty's Government, as he is well aware, 
attach great, importance to tho successful development of the’ gendarmerie scheme, 
‘moro oapecially in $0 far as the southern trade routes aro concemied. Whilst on this 
subject I would beg, Sir, to recall to your recollection my telegram No. 564 of the 
22nd instant, in which reported that I iad learned from Mr. Smart that Mukhbor-es- 
Sultaneh liad dispatched a force of gendarmes and local tofangchis to take possession 
of the road from Zergan to Kazerin, that is to say, from two stages north of Shiraz 
to the latter placo. have ascertained from Colonel Hjalmarson that he only sanctioned 
this expedition after he had ascertained from the offcer in command of the detachment 
at Shiraz that the Governor-General had received such mm the tribal 
chiefs located on this portion of the road as justified him in entertain ig the belek 
that a start could be made without undue risk, “The colonel added that he had ordered 
one Swedish officer to accompany the Zergan force and two to proceed to Kazerun, 
Teaving only Major Siefvert in charge at Shiraz, that officer being detained there 
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Because he has not yet recovered from the wound received during the unfortunate 
encounter with Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s men on the 5th August last, 

It is almost impossible to be sanguine about the result of what, appears at first 
sight to be a daring move on the part of Mukhber-es-Sultanch, but his xedlleney 
impressed me as such a cautious man that I cannot help enterlaining some hopo thay 
he has good ground for placing confidence in the assurances given him by men who 
ould appear from recent corresponitenco to have been in no small moasure responsible 
for the disturbances that have caused so much trouble in the immediate past. You 
‘will notice, Sir, from Mr. Smart's accompanying telegram that he alsovhas some 
misgivings, as is not unnatural, as to the ultimate success uf Mukhber-es-Sultaneh's 
plans. It is, I think, of good augury that his Excellency has, after his arrival at 
Shiraz, expressed a desiro that Kawam-ul-Mulk will remain there, a he. is hopeful 
that his presence and advice may be helpful to him, He has also ‘invited Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh to Shiraz, and proposes to postpone the appointment. of a now ilkhan to 
succeed Sardar Ehtesham, who has resigned, until after the winter, when ho will have 
hhad more time to consider the claims of the rival candidates, in the hope of making @ 
selection that will please all parties. 

Tt will be seen, Sir, that Mr. Smart considers that Mukhber-os-Sultanch has an 
‘almost hopeless task, and that our strong’ support would appoar to be his only chance 
of success, Financial assistance seems to be clearly indicated as expected, if not 
anticipated. On this point I failed to got any definite pronouncement from Mukliber= 
esSultaneh himself before he left Tehran, but I discussed the question with ‘the 
treasurer-general yesterday in order, if possible, to. ascertain how this could. best be 
done without wounding the very sensitive susceptibilities of the Persian Govornmont, 
M. Mornard was of opinion that somo such scheme as that suggested earlier in this 
Gespatch with tho Imperial Bank would bo the best course to adopt and, if tho idea 
commended itself to His Majesty's Government, some arrangement. could, perhaps, be 
come to with the directors in London by which Mukhber could bo finaneed and the 
Fevenies of Shiraz given as a security. Tt should, I think, nominally at all events be 
done through the auspices of the treasurer-gencral, whose agent, who will bo a Belgian, 
should have a controlling voice in the expenditure, 

Uf the Governor-General is successful, tho rovenuos that it will be found possible 
{0 collect should more than sullice to mect the requirements of the administration, and 
ina year, or possibly a few months, his Excellency should be ablo to find without 
difficulty sufficient revenuo for the wants of tho provines, 

Mr. Smart does not mention that there is immediate want of money, but it is 
more than probable that the Governor-General will. bo calling: out for funds very soon 
and thero will be no money available in, tho ‘Treasury unless the recont advanco of 
26,0001 is increased to one of 100,000), "The Persian Government anticipate that this 
will be done, if tho Julfa-Tabriz, Railway concession is granted, and it seems not 
unlikely that their resistance to this scheme may be overcome at no distant date. 

Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
——————— 
Enclosure in No, 206, 
Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 


(e188) 
Telegraphic). Shiras, October 27, 1912, 

jy ee Gevemor-General’s plan for holding the road from. Zergan. to, 'Kazorun 
with gendarmes and local riflemen under tho gendarmorie has been explained to the 
Persian Government by his Excellency by telegraph. He has. also, telegraphed 
explaining his plan for preparing a regular army for the radical treatmont in. tho 
spring of the tribal and road situations; the army is to consist of about 1,800 men, 

ca pe considers the following conditions essential for the successful execution of 
ais plans:— 

1. Treasurer-general’s agent at Shiraz to be authorised to settle, with the approval 
of the Governor-General and without reference to ‘Tehran, the questions of the maliat 
of the past years and present year as regards remissions for tribal appropriations and 
qn other grounds of equity and expediency. ‘The Governor-General makes a point of 
there being no reference to Tehran, as such reference causes delays and even eyokes 
Yeles from the Tehran authorities, who do not properly understand the local situation, 
‘the result being that it is often impossible to collect eyen the little maliat available, 

(1591) aN 
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2, Gredit to be opened at the Imperial Bank of Persia of 30,000 tomans 
(G,0001., about) a-month. ‘The Governor-General to be allowed to draw freely on this 
Crodit, presenting dotailed account of expenditure drafts to treasuror-general’s agent 
at Shiraz, All the maliat collected to be paid into the Imperial Bank of Persia for 
repayment of such drafts, the Persian Government making up shortages. | The 
Governor-General hopes that, with the inerease in the maliat collected as order is 
‘gradually restored, the monthly shortage will in less than a year disappear. 

3, Tho expenses of the presont force of gendarmorie and of subsequently increased 
numbers to be paid regularly by the Central Government at ‘Tehran. 


‘Tho accoptance of the first demand might, itis true, lead to irregularity, but T 
yonture to support it and also the third demand as such irregularity would be of Tite 
Snporanco to tho ‘reasnry, which has lng received no money from the Government 
of Fars. 

‘As regards the second demaud, I am afraid that much of the money would be 
‘wasted unless there were some European control, Tt is not unlikely that the Governor 
Genoral will fail in his mission even i supplied with money. His Excellency 
ovidently expects us to lend the money required. As regards the monthly shortage, 
Teannot say how largo it is likely to be or when it might disappear. 

Pho Govornor-General’a only chanco seems to lie in our strong support, and it 
rust be owned his task seems alinost hopeless in any 

is Uxcelloncy urges the importance of prompt arrangement in order that thero 
‘may bo no delay in beginning to carry out his plans. i 

Tyenturo to recommend the second demand to your favourable consideration, with. 
its implication that vo should lend the money required, but I think it necessary at the 
samo tine to draw attention to the attendant disadvantages indicated above. 





(48930) Nore 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 18.) 
(No, 229.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 20, 1912. 

I HAVE read with groat interest and care the report from His Majesty's resident 
and. consul-general to. the Goverment of India of the 18th August last upon the 
subject of contemplated oF possible rail\way projects in Southern Persia. 

‘Sir Poroy Cox and the writers of the reports that accompany his despatch have 
Drought out with so much care and attention all the salient features of the situation 
that it would be but a work of redundancy were I to discuss them further, seeing that 
for the timo being at all ovents their intorests must be somewhat academic. 

Thavey &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





[48931] No. 208. 
Sir Ws Townley to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Reecived Nocember 18.) 


(No. 230.) 
Sir, 


7) Tehran, October 30, 1912. 
WITLI reference to my despatch No, 199 of the 25th September, I have the 
honour to forward to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's actin 
Thon iden tnnarting copy ef ccrronpondonce exchanged botween hiinsll and 
tho rebel, Souleted-Dowleh, the result of which was that about one-half of the effects 
phindored froin caravan for tho Central India Horse was recovered. 
Lhave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 208. 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley, 


Shiraz, September 10, 1912. 
® the honour to transmit herowith translations of correspondence between 
Souleted-Dowleh and myself, Before dispatching my letter, T communicated the 
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‘tafe to the local authori, 
goods in the hands of the Surkhis compelled me to refer direct to Soulet- 
ad nds eC r -ed-Do le 
‘The local authorities acquiesced in my view of the ease, AS a resilt of my ene 
tions fascn Khan, Sones ewtenant in Sink recovered and sent to mo about hal 
h s plundered from the caravan ie india : 
Ro Ue, ran for the Central India Horse (see my teleggam 
have endeavoured in translation to simplify the confused style of Soule 
weleh’s let z * A y peace 
Povleh's letters sufciently to render them intelligible. Lam Malas eras 
his references to forees sent against him. No force was sent against him until he 
Himself took the initiative in hostilities. It isnot clear whothor his remarks regarding 
fhe els of bringing teesmen into town reler to his friend Nizan-ooSultanch or to 


explaining to them that their impotence to recover the 


Thaye, &e, 
W. A. SMART, 
Enclosure 2 in No, 208, 


Soulet-ed-Dowleh to Acting Connul. Smart. 
{After compliments.) 4 
1 in PER Kevan Mul had incited to 
; in onler not to give him an opening for his evil intentions, refrained from taki 
ack my lands and passed my time iu retirement, Kavam-ulMulk, seoing mo que 
aid not content himwolt with plundering my possessions. Some time ago he sont 
ae foree to plunder and lal thowe tribesmen who had not loft mo and had not 
ne tothe highlands. Since God protects the innocent, this force was defeated and 
fled, And as las been seen, he sent rascals amiong his dependents, Arabs, robbers, 
band by ban foplunder he unfortunate ple everywhere, ‘Therefore, Dy means of 
letter, Link consulato that, with this state of affairs, in order’ to put 
to the prejudicial measures of Kayam-ul-Mull, and in onder to maintain security ven 
proto oi bese an ony aun ready 40 take stops that in every way, merchants 
id th le may gain tranquillity. Of course, you will sond 4 c 
this statement tothe contro in order tha, if you wish it action ay Do taken aesoeding 


to the conditions and in'thi f 
{othe conditions and method exposed inthis satoment, Pleas give mo always goo 


[Undated] 
© of all my property in the highlands, 


Enclosure 8 in No. 208, 


Sonilet-ed-Doieleli to Acting Consul Smart. 


August 30, 1912. 
nent 


the dictates of experience, 
jorant. traitors and false 


ss were not recognised, and they. 
the Kashgais and othor tribes 
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nrders in Shiraz, the plundering of merchandise in the bazaarg 
and the pillaging in the environs, the country-side becomes disturbed, and the hire of 
1 tomans per 100 mans reaches 50 tomans per 100 mans, and the roads are closed. 
Useless support of traitors to the two Governments will haye the above results, 
Besides giving up my tribe, who are like my children, and like the shirt next to m; 
ody, T passed my time in the lowlands, My Iands and dependents in the highlan 
were plundered. Still they did not leave me quiet here, but sent a force against my 
tribesmen in Siakh. My men dispersed this force, and then were watching Siakb, 
‘The gendarmerie wero sent against them. My men were compelled to defend them- 
selves, and they repulsed the gendarmerie, ‘They did not understand who were their 
opponents, but when they recognised” who they were they welcomed them with 
Kindness,” Why- should forces be continual 

Jowlands? Apparently the traitors, on account 
heavy expend After getting money this 
haye se for getting money. ‘heir object is not sorvice. ‘Their 
object is that which has been said, Now it is quite easy to rectify all the political 
errors made on the condition of support (with me). I am ready to do all that is 
humanly possible for service and maintenance of order, and to repair the past and to 
bring about your tranquillity, and this withont need of giving money to traitors to the 
two Governments. Taywait an answer, 







































nelosuro 4 in No. 208. 
Acting Consul Smart to Soutet-cd-Dorcleh. 


(After compliments.) September 3, 1912. 

I RECEIVED your two letters, and took note of their contents. You’ yourself 
write that T*tave been presented to the Persian Government as representative” of 
theso parts, and these words alone will suffice to supply my answer. You, of cours 
know that British officials who ‘have beon presented to tho Persian Government 
cannot oppose the official authorities, but rather they must support whomsoever is in 
charge of affairs for the Porsian Government. I am sure you know enough of 
international relations for this answer to suffice you. But with regard to what you 
wwrito about the protec of course, you have heard that the Suz 
who form part of Hassan Khan's forco in Siakh, have plundored a caravan of thirty-six 
Toads for the consulate, If you are capable to the degree you claim of protecting 
foreign and native merchandise, you will recover and restore these gooils. I have sent 
‘ detailed list of the stolen articles to Hassan Khan in order that you may take 
whatever measures you may think suitable for their recovery. I have nothing to add 
excopt the hope that you will, acting in acc ‘ith the duty of every patriotic 
Por “oghise the necessity of obedionce and submission to your own Government 
at this delicate juncture of your country’s affairs. 













































[49172] No. 209. 
Viscount Errington to Sir L. Mallet.—(Reccived November 18.) 


{Gontdential) 
it “ier 8, Bishiopagate, London, November 18, 1912, 
SOCIPE Internationale d’Ktudes dit Chemin de Fer transpersan, 

In the temporary absonco of Sir William Garstin, [beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your lotter addressed to him on the 14th instant relative to the Trans-Persian Railway 
projec 

Note hag been duly taken of Sir Edward Grey's views in regard to the proposals 
ed in Sir W. Gat 's letter of the 4th November. 
onversation with you and Mr, Parker at the Foreign Office on 
‘ber I had ogcasion to explain, in regard to Sir William Garstin’s letter 
above mentioued, that the text of enclosure (A) to that document was drawn up in 
Paris at the last meeting of the Société d’ tudes, and represented the considered views 
of that body as to the form of request to be presented to the Persian Government 
‘which would best promote the interests for which this société was established, 

In the absence of specific details as to the extensions from the trunk line upon 
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which the company may desire to obtain options in order to safe, ir i 

it-was held desirable by some members of the British ex coe oe 

sions as the Russian and British delegates of the socigté 

discuss on arrival at Tehran. A note 

was consequently appended for the info 
In view, however, of the opini 

Government to lend the 

some of the branches 
















While the Société a 


detailed vi 













of enclosure (B), the attention of 
Persian I 









d'Etudes, it is undesirable that the arran; 

' a) igement 
and Russian groups should become known to the 
quently, the société Propose that the final text of 

lential. 


_In the opinion of the Soci 
dat between the Bri 
















‘plate starting for Persia about the middle of December, and, in yiow of 


of enabling the British memb Mr, Harrison, to co-operat it i 
anand Preach associates I venture to ho eNOS ty te 
to giving at an early date a clear indi 10 Bu rt 

expect to receive from His Majesty's TEA ar arr 
Persian Government on behalf of tho Socit6 a! Fines. 

Jt was with this object in view that enclosures (A) and () were submitted f 

ousideration on the 4th November, to allow of discussing aun French and. 
Russian groups such modifications in tho text of theso documents as the I reign Olice 
‘might require prior to affording support to the socidte's mission to Persia, 


Beliove me to be, &c. 


















Harrison may 
im nogotiating with the 


























ERRINGTON, 
(47230) No. 210, 
%, ‘nay Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(elegeaphic.) Roreign Ofice, November 2 
YOUR despatch No. 218 of 20th October Baan bane ee pie 





ur in your views. 





[48775] No, 2U, 


Foreign Ofice to India Ofiee, 





Sir, ’ Horeign Ofice, November 18, 1912 
TAAL directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to refer to recent telographie eortosyon- 

dence with His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran respecting advanees Io the Gores 

General of Shiraz, “Copies of the correspondence, cnling with Sir W, Toveleon 

fflegram No. 691 of the 16th instant, have already, been’ transmitied. 10 you 
It is proposed, if the Secretary of State for India soos no object 

farther advance of 15,0001 to cover a period of two months and whalf aie Doce 

Peauest that 7.0001, may be placed by your department to the eredit of Ills Majesty's 


Legation at the Imperial Bank of Persia i i 
ie dopartnee Peril Bank of Persia. A corresponding. sum will be provided by 




















Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLY, 


———— ee 


[1591] 20 
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[49301] No. 2 
Director of Military Operations to Foreign Oice—(Received November 19.) 


War Ofiec, Whitehall, November 18, 1912, 

THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of Stato for Noreign Affairs, and begs to thank him for the papers forward 
relative to the proposed nogotiations between the Société d'Etudes and the Pe 
Government respecting the Trans-Persian. Rails y 

‘The proposals now put forward by the Soc Studes with regard to certain 
ailiway concessions and terminal facilitic are viewed with grave ¢ 
The Director of Military Operations hopes tha eneral Stall will be given an 
‘opportunity of laying its before the Foreign Office before any favourable 
decision on the proposals is come to, 





(49336) No. 213, 
Sir C, Buchanan to Sir Eiward Grey.—(Reecived November 19.) 


Re St, Petersburgh, 
TRAN telograms Nos. 586 of 11th November 


ht perhap 
tion of tho Shah ‘being 
wl oF age had betttor 
ister for Foreign A ial sont a bigh offical 
had announced his intenti ‘I for two months. His Execlleney 
that ex-Shah should remain where ho is, as there is less risk of his repeating 
what hie did Just year, Mis Majesty sill bo informed that if hie goes ho will never be 
allowed to return to Russia again, and that itis useless for him to think of re-establish: 
ing himself on the throne unless he ig assured beforehand of the support of His 
Majesty's Government and of Russian Government, 





(49337) Nett 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received November 19.) 
0, 4.) 
raphic) Re 
MY telegram No. 433 of 14th November, 
Miniser for Foreign 
‘question of guarantocing a lo 
Tne NAV ante conehaSiOn for Fu 


St. Petersburgh, November 19, 1912. 


ynnot consider 
a Government till 





[43638] 
Foreign Ofiee to Tloyil's. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 19, 1912. 
TAM directed by Seeretary Sir B, Grey to inform you that he has re 
ler consideration the attitude which should be adopted by His Majest 
rogard to claims brought against the Persian 
goods belonging to subjects of a third Power, but i 
It appears that a Somewhat anomalous practice 
where these claims hay 
been 90 in other countrie ‘ 
Sir H. Grey has decided’ that there is no sufficient reason for this diseri 
in future, 
T am accordingly to inform you that the ruling laid down in the letter addressed to 
you from this Ofige on the Sist July, 1900, will hesectoth apply to claims of the nature 


grown up in Persia, 
they would not have 


ination 
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in question in Persia, and that a distinction will oe drawn between goods owned, and 
those merely insured by, British subjects; in the case of the latter the utmost that British, 
consular officers can properly do is to use their good offices unoflicially to prevent, as far 
as possible, unfair prejudice to British interests: 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[49434] No. 216, 


Memorandum by Mr. de Bernhardt on Railway Construction in South Persia, 

1. Have we at any time told Mr. Greenway that, wo would give him preferontial 
treatment in any application ho or his friends inay make for concessions for 
railways in the neutral and British splieres in Persia, other then tho 
Mohammerah-Khoremabad line? Sir L, Malt would like’ to seo the precise 
wording of any undertakings we may have given, 


ally, in October 1908, specified to the Russian Government. tho lines in 
South Persia in which His Majesty’s Goverament, wero specially. tnteroston, 
How often have we repeated this information to Russia, aud on what dices 
between October 1908 and October 19124 


1. Jn the spring of 1911 His Majesty's Government decided that it was of iwportance 
ish interests to secure preferential rights in reyand to certain railway corcoastons 
d, after consultation with His Majesty's Minister, it was settled that 
ication would be more palutable to the Persian Government if 
reial syndicate rather than by His Majesty's Co 
Tean find rect request to Mr. Greenway. o 
juatter, but there are allusions in the minutes on the su 
Totween that gentleman and Sir Li M 
touching upon the foru 
On the 15th Jul 


Office that a syndicate would 
be formed, and would t 


into contracts for, and undertake construction 


Musi to Khoremabad or Burujind ; 


hat [ed in view was the eventual extonsion or some of these: lines 
in the Russi 


that as the proposed extensions of 
, the border of the Russian sphe 


‘To sir, 


Mts 
Greenway, 
uly Bet 
erste 


‘To Mr, 


Greenyray, 


in view of article 1 of the Anglo. 


usiist, 1907, the ay 
in rogapd to auch extensions, 

n the principle expressum facit cessare tacitum, it no doubt, wa 
inferred by Mr. ‘ay that His Majesty's Government would su i i 
the concessions enumerated, except in’ 80 far as 

the Russian sphere, While, therefore, we hiad not up to 

told Mr. Greenway that we would give him preferential 

the Mohammerab-Khoremabad line), the upshot of the at 

be that His Majesty's Government are bound to 


‘This conclusion seems to be borne out by th 
plaoe in 19123— 


On the 15th January the Pe 


concert with British 


proached in December 1911 by 


houses of standing and wi 


eate would not ask for the © 


Railways} 
Esllwayat 


cata, 
15,112 
2 


‘No Persian 
h Railways 


terested in the construction of a ‘Trans-Persian Soiicite, 


views in regard to such a project; and that His tng? 








Minato on 
Tain Oe, 
Alay, 10, 
Toit. 
Mich, 
Note 
011 
ibis, 


‘To Sir 


No. 181, 
uno 28) 111 
[as701}: 


‘To Sir G. 
Buchins 

No. 

uly 19,11 
(25701)! 
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Majesty's Government had told them that they had no objection in principle to the 
line and, indeed, regarded it benevolently ; = 
‘That in 1903 Lord Lanstlowne had informed the Persian Transport Company 
er railway construction wis permitted in Persia, due regard would, 0 Bx 
as His Majesty's Government were concerned, be had to their claims to preferential 
treatment in respect of proposals for the consiruction of railways in districts traversed 
by the roads of the company. 


‘The ayndieate were assured that with this exception His Majesty's Government 
had given no pi of support to any persons or syndicates in connection with 
railway construction in Persia. 


2, With regard to the second question, on the 14th October, 1908, His Majesty's 
chargé d'affiires at St, Petemburgh handed to M. Isvolsky a memorandum in which 
hy stated that His Majesty's Government, besides the southern section of a line which 
‘might le constructed from Julfia to Mohammerah, would specify, as the concessions 
which mostly concerned them, the lines Bunder Abbas to Kerman, and Bunder Abbas 
vil Shiraz to Ahvinz, with the option to construct a port at Khor Mus, 

‘To thik communication no reply appears to have been made by the Russian 
Government, 

In May 1911 His Majesty's An 
inform the Russian G nt of the 

nciple to th ° 

to the initiation of negotiations between its promoters in St, Petersburgh and Londen, 
Ono of these conditions, was that, Russia, should sopport the demands made by Great 
Britain on tho Persian Government for the concession of the following lines :-— 

(a.) From Mohammerah to Kh 
at Khor Musa; 

{3} From Bunder Abbas or Charbar vid Regan and Bam to Kerman ; 


mabad, with a branch to a port to be constructed 


Bron Bushito vid Alinbad to some point on a lino— 
(d.) From Bunder Abbas vid Shiraz to Ahwaz. 


Tt was proposed that the main-line and those of the above branches which lie in 
tho neuteal phonies (a), (2) and (0), should be internationalised, but that the branch 
in the British sphoro should be a purely British project. 

Sir G. Buchauan reported on the 16th May, 1911, that he had communicated 
to to Russian Government the conditions of His Majesty's Government in this 


On the 28th June following, Mr. O'Beit reported that he had been informed by 
M. Neratof that he had not intended to reply to Sir G, Buchanan's communication, 
and Aha it would bo tine enough to go into the detailed questions raised by: the 
conditions imposed by His Majesty's Government when the “Société d'Etudes had 
completed its, task. “When dealiig with the conditions laid down by Groat Britain, 
the Russian Government w ly put forward conditions of their own, and this 


told that it would not be necessary to press the Russian 
ent For a roply until the Société d’Btudes ” had made their report, 
1g Ny more cortespondence appears to have taken place on the subject’ to the end 
of Wt, 


G. ve B. 


Foreign Office, November 19, 1912. 





(49477) 
W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received November 20.) 


loxraphie,) ‘Tehvan, November 20, 1912. 
LOAN Propostls contained in your telegram No. 1221 of 13th November to 
Petorsburh have been communicated to Russian Minister from St. Petersburgh. 
strongly of opinion that if two Governments are disposed to guarantee a loan 
they should do so for one of a larger amount, since he considers security available is 
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such as would not entaill much risk on guaranteeing Governments, whilst such 
‘guarantee would socure financial advantages to Persia such as could not be hoped for 
under other conditions. I agree if proper supervision of collection and expenditure 
is insisted on. 

‘The cost of a small army is estimated at 3,500,000. tomans a-year, and of 
gendarmerie at nearly 1,000,000 tomans, so that almost all the loan would be exhausted 
in one year. It would hanily be advisable to obtain foreign officers on such a financial 
basi 

‘Tho situation of gendarmerie is becoming precarious, It hns existed so far 
almost entirely on sums earmarked for service out of advances, and now that treasurer 
general is solely dependent on the national resources he is over 5,000, in. arrears. on 
tho last Persian month, and nothing has been paid in towards expenses of current 
month, although money is due in advance, 

Wo are pressing treasurer-general hard, but the colonel already talks of returning 
to Sweden. a8 without security of monthly payments his task is hopeless. 

(Gent to St, Petersburgh.) 





(49455) No. 218, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rawcard Grey.—(Received November 20.) 

(No. 600.) 

(Telographic.) R. 
MOHAMMBRAH-KHOREMABAD Railway. 
Commission appointed to examine draft concession has asked! Wood for details 

conceming the estimated cost of survey, of construction per mile or kilometre, of 

upkeep and running expenses, and the probable net receipt during, the first, fow years. 

‘The syndicate is also asked to furnish some particulars respecting total valuo of tho 

bonds to be issued for construction of the lines, and details of tho sinking fund 

schieme. 

Wood has asked for information on these points by telograph, ‘Tho samo 
commission has presented counter-proposals respecting the Julfa Railway, which have 
teen telegraphed to St, Petersburgh. 


Telivan, November 20, 1912, 





(49483) No. 219, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
Tehran, November 20, 1912, 


(No. 601.) 
(Pelographie. 

YOUR telegram No. 661 of 9th November. 

Tinformed Minister for Foreign Affairs on 13th November that His Majesty's 
Government attach great importance to the granting of the Kerinan mining concession 
to the British applicants, who wore about to renew their formor request, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, who appeared to bo well informed of the nature of 
the concession, promised to look the matter up, and spoke hopefully about the prospects 
of success, 

T could not specify details, as Wood has two drafts of the concession which do not 
tally, and has telegraphed to ask which is the one to work on. 

Wood subsequently saw Minister for Foreign Affairs, who gave him to understand 
that much would depend on the syndicate's willingness 0 carry out original promise 
of a loan of 100,000L, or, better still, to increase offer. 





(49485) No, 220, 
(No, 002) 8” WY Townley to Sir Bacard Grey —(Reenived November 20.) 


(Telegrap| ic.) Re Tehran, November 20, 1912, 
If would appear that information contained in my telegram No. 595 of 17th 
November ‘Was not correct. Salar’s lieutenant has been captured and executed, but 
the Prince himself was not present at the encounter. 
My Russian colleague tells me that Salar has now informed Russian consul at 
Asad th, es Souked-Dowlah has tho tunpr ot Hae ee a ee 
2P 
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no chanco of success, and will desist from fighting the Persian Government on 
following conditions: Restoration of his properties. “A suitable pension. Money to 
Pay his debts. Compensation for his losses, Amnesty for his followers. A 
governorship in the north. That he shall not be exiled. ; 
Russian Minister thinks that Saad-ed-Dovleh would be ready to make terms if he 
takes office 
(Sont to St, Petersburgh ) 





(49627) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


Foreign Office, November 20, 1912. 
art which we have taken in promoting appointment of Sand-ed-Dowleh 
is only justified by fact that Persian Government must have money, and that his 
appointment appears to be the only one under which both Goveruments could join 
King an advance, witich would prepare way for a larger loan to be made 
jubsequently by financiers, 
He MeuRT Gee Russian Goverument will require Julfa Railway concession 
‘as a prior condition to any advance, and we expect Mohammerah Railway concession 
to bo granted at sume tino, * Z 
1 understand therefore that if Saad-ed-Dowleh gives the two concessions the two 
Governments will make or guarantee an adv: ceeding 1,000,000. for specified 
purposes and on proper conditions, 
eT think: ali! Sealel-Dovlalya viows, aa regards formation of a Senate and 
Summoning of a Medjliss, as described in Sir W, Townley’s telegram No. 597 of 17th 
Novombor, should be supported. s a ake, 2 
Ir itis quite clear that Russian Government agree in these views, we will join in 
Foquesting Regent, through our Ambassador in Paris, to appoint him Primo 
(Repeated to "Tehran, No, 683.) 





(48237) No, 222, 


reign Office to Tndia Osjiee, 


Foreign Office, November 20, 1912, 
“WITH roforonco to your Totior of the Oth. jnstant, Iam direoted by Seoretary 
mC to transmit to you a letter, dated ith October, from the Persian 
niicato,® and a telogram, No. 587, dated the 1th November, from His 
Minister v ristan and the appointment 


of tho Government of India and the 
isposed to approve the attitude of 
V. ‘Powe appr the subj B 
1 am to enguin ashethor. the Marquess of Crowe. considers that the Persian 
Railways Syndicate might be invited to share the expouse of any survey which may 
be und 
Mee Tam, & 
LOUIS MALL 





[46260} No, 2: 
Foreign Osiee to the Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, Foreign Oiee, November 20, 1912, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 27th July last, [am ditocted by Secretary 
Sir H. Grey to state, for the intormation. of ‘your board, that he has had tinder 
consideration the question of the nomination of a successor to General Sir ‘T. E. 


t Noi77, 
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Gordon as a director of your company, and that hie proposes to exerciso the right of 
is Majesty’s Government to make this nomination shortly. 
A further communication on the subject will be addressed to you in due course, 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





149629) No, 224, 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived November 21.) 


Sir, India Office, November 20, 1912, 

TAM directed by the Secretary of State for Indin to acknowledge the receipt, of 
Yous letter dated the 30th October last, asking for his views on the representation 
made by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company regarding defective telegraphic conmanieation 
with Mohammerah, 

In reply, Tam to enclose copy of a note dated the 15th November, 1912, by the 
ditectorin-chief of the Indo-European Telograph Department on tho gubject. he 
Marquess of Crowe concurs in Sir I. Kirk's viows, and would. suggest thot, Gt 
Secretary Sir E. Grey sees no objection, His Majesty's Minister at Tehean, should Le 
instructed to take at his discret on that may be possible to induce tho 
Persian Government to allow the Ara lograph Jines to be put. in order now by 
Hg uude-European Telegraph Depatement undor tho terms of the Arabistan convention, 
that was signed so long ago as the 17th June, 1908. 

Tam to add, with reference to Sir W. Townley’s despatch No. 213 dated tho 
Lith October last, enclosed in your otter of 1th instant, that his Lordship, would 
View with much regret the cancellation of the Arabistan onvention, 4u vied of ihe 
srrat inportance of the provisions it contains for the prolongation: of the Dritige 
fclegraph concessions in Persia, Ho would prefer, ‘subject io, any, obhorveticn, 
Sir BE: Grey may have to offer, not to consider at the present stage the tloption at a, 
alternative proposal to construct a line from Ahwaz Yo Tspalan by tho Bakhtiari road, 

am, & 
» W, HOLDERNESS, 
es 


Enclosure in No, 2 
Note by Sir IL. A, Kirk, 


ained in my note below,? dated the 

matter in connection with the British: 

iain the renewal of the British tel 

ion of the convention that the 
e. The indues rnment to allow the 
telegraph concessions to ber ‘ament would arrange 
for the proper construct intenance of the Arabistan lines. If we wore new. 
Of stated §witeless telegraph station at Mohammerah to work with the similoe eling 
Penition to bo erected at Bushiro, wo should establish the communication ta ae 
Persian Government themselves nducement offered for a renewal 
of our concessions, probably claim any: revenuo 

tr 


terms of the 
undesirable to establish 
When a station is established, 
cost should be asked for from 
ay ani, the Imperial Bank of 
ive « guaranteo that they would send a certain amount 
‘abistan lines are putin order and maintained by 
will not be wantod at Mohammeral, 
HLA. KIRK, 





8 Office, October 11, 1912, 
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149940) No, 225, 
Memorandum communicated by Mr. Lynch in Letter dated November 21, 1912. 


(Confidential.) 
ON Monday evening, the 18th instant, T had an interview at the Persian Legation 
in Paris with the Persian Regent, Nasr-cl-Mulk, ‘The conversation extended into the 
I hours of the morning, and was entirely devoted to the political situation in 


made to me by the Regent were so interesting and some of them 
ew to me that, towards the close of the conversation, I ventured to urge upon 
his Highness the desirability of crossing over to England and of seeing Sir Edward 
Grey. [feel sure that anybody else but Nasr-el-Mulk would have adopted this course 
ome time ago. lk, However, has acquired the habit of clear perception of 
dangers and difficulties, somewhat at the expense of his powers of action. He seemed 
to think that an interview between himself and Sir Edward Grey, the fact of w 
ho assumed could not by kopt secret, would be lisble to misconstruction in Persia. 
night ho construed as an intrigue. “Again, Sir Edward might receive the impre 
that Nasy-el-Mulk was particularly anxious to retain the Regeney.. I urged in 
that sich fears were probably quite unfounded, and, though the Regent authorised 
mo to convey a statement to Sir Edward Grey, if I so desired, I am not at all sure 
that it would be understood if made in the extremely guarded form which the Regent 
would approve, Under tho ciroumstances, I prefer to convey the impressions which T 
received from the interview rather th tual words of his Highness, 

Bofore the interviow Twas under the impression that Nasr-el-Mulk had abandoned 
all thought of retaining the Regoncy. ‘This appears not to be the case. ‘The Regent 
in quite pi to return to Persia if he can be satisfied on certain important points, 
‘The position which he takes up is that he found it impossible to work the machinery 
of Government in Persia in a ananner ereditable to himself and satisfactory from the 
point of view of the peoplo entrusted to his rule, With better machinery and with a 
disciplined foree at the back of his Government he would. by ns: despair of his 
task. I asked_him what changes in the machinery of government he considered 
essential, T pointed out that the Government of tho’ Shahis had brought the country 
to tho brink of ruin, I found him all in favour of a P He went further, 
and assured me that there \was no, reason yw ions should not take place at 
‘once, a view in which the Persian Minister i urred. I presume, however, 
thit noither the Regent nor the Minister would supposo that free elections could be 
held under present conditions in the districts occupied by. Rt 

ly administered by Russian officials, What the R 
existing cirenimstances, a3 
constitution which would be fairly re 
here from his Highness that tho principal change in the machinery of 
nut which ho considered desirable and even essential was that powers should 
be given to the Regent to dissolve Parliament. No such powers are contained. in 
the existing constitution. Thus, if the Regent finds that Parliament is pursuing 
Course of poliey which he considers impracticable or dangerous, he is not empowered, 
with the concurrence of hi advisers, to dissolve Parliament and procure an appeal to 
tho electorate, He is thus, in effect, rendered impotent. In the last ‘Persian 
Parliament a wellorganised ‘minority dverrode, so his Highness asserted, the moro 
ioderate opinions of the majority, “Me did not consider that this minority faithfully 
presented the views of the people ut large, hut he had no means of testing his beliet 
by procuring the submission to the electorate of the issues at stake, 

How could such changes be effected? ‘The Persian constitution does not provide 

for thy summoning of a constituent assembly for the revision of the constitution, 
ly be introduced legally by calling the Medjliss together under the 
law, intimating at the same time that changes in. the constitution 


would be lid before the Medjliss upon its assembly. On this point bis Highness 
ve, mo a piece of information which was new to me. He said that, before leavin 
Fersit he had presented to his Cabinet a firinan announcing that new elections would 


be held, and that wes in the constitution would he laid before the deputies for 
their cousideration. His Cabinet did not see their way to promulgate this firman, 
‘his was ono of the reasons why he came to the conclusion that he would be unable, 
as things were, to perform his functions usefully. His Highness still thinks that this 
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is the proper course for the Persian Government to take, as it is also the only legal 
course. i 

‘ked his Highness whether, if the Cabinet could now see their way to convene 
the Medjliss under the existing electoral law, and if the Medjliss thus convened voted 
the changes in the constitution which he desired, he would then De propared to retumm 


and th 
Highi h 
organised force. ‘There ean bo little doubt that Nasr-ol-Mulk, with his great knowledge, 
Powers of exposition, and gravity of character, is by far the best man to guide his 
countrymen along the path of ordered constitutional development. ‘The powers which 
ho requires for his Government in relation to the Modiliss ought, when granted, to 
romove many of the objections which have been entertained in certain quarters t0 
renewal of parliamentary government in Persia, After all, it is the only way of 
ringing ont the political capacities which no nation is entirely without, Moreover, 
the Medjliss is at least a guaranteo that Persia shall not be ruled practically as a 
Russian satrapy z 
The present position is that Nasrol-Mulk is Regent of Persia, that if he retires 
if it be desired to replace him, iecossor can only be appointed legally by the 
= convened in accordance with the constitution, and that, changes in. the 
constitution can only logally be effected by the Modjliss thus convened. Anything 
else would be in the nature of a coup d'Eat, 

T came away with tho fecling that the programme of Nasr-c 
to reevive the. full support of British diplomacy. Evonts aro mo 
forward in Persia, and no time should, it sects to me, be lost in tendering ad 
this kind to the Persian Government. "An endeavour might at tho samo time he made 
to procure Russian neutrality towarls the elections in the north of Porsin, though 
whether such neutrality could be rendered really effective is another question, "If not, 
it would bo better that the elections should remain in abeyance in the districts occupied 
by Russian troops. 

Te seems to me that we need not anticipate that the Medjliss, when ealled together, 
might refuse changes in the constitution. The deputies would know very well what 
the alternative really was, 

HF. B, LYNCH, 

November 21, 1912, 





(49667) No. 226. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Reevived November 21,) 
Sir, ¥ India Ofico, November 21, 1912, 
IN reply to your letter dated the 18th November, 1012, regarding a proposed 
advance of 15,000L, by His Majesty's Government to the Persian Government for the 
use of the Governor-General of Shiraz, Iam directed to inform you that the Secretary 
of State for India in Couneil will be prepared to place a moiety (7,5001.) of this amount 
1» the credit of His Majesty's Legation at the Imperial Bank of Persia on learning that 
the British moiety has been provided as mentioned in your letter, 
Ttis presumed that this advanco will bo in all respects on the same footing as the 
0001. referred to in the letter of this Office dated the 14th August last. 
Tam, &e. 
. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(1591) 2Q 








(49645) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 21.) 
603.) 
phic.) Tehran, November 21, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 597 of 17th November. 

It is, in my opinion, of urgent necessity that we should ascertain as s 
possible whether the Regent will consent to the appointinent of Saad as Prime \ 
tn the resignation of the present iuumbent. Saad. ha ied & mediocre Cabinet, 
and San adyised to do so by the two legations, 

a ery nourishing to this pe i 
be persuaded to change his mind if it is 

our pressure is weakening. : 

T have personally little confidence in Saad or his Cabinet, but, having put our 
hands to the plough, we must. drive the furrow through. He may succeed with the 
‘open backing of the two legations without it his task is hopeless, 

nt to embassy. 





(49669; 3. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey (Received November 21.) 
io. 4 
clogeaphic.), St. Petersburgh, November 21, 1912, 
YOUR tolog 85 of 20th Novembe 
n Afftirs never went so fir as to say that Rus 
woulll make or guaranteo question should Julfa Railw 
granted. All that ho said was that they could not consider question of 
Whatovor until they had obtained concession (soo my. telegram No, 
Novembe 
Owing to Ca 





(49698) No. 880. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Nocember 22.) 


(No. B31. Secret.) 

Bit Teliran, November 7, 1912, 
SAMSAM-ES-SULTANEH, the Prine Minister, calle 

was ovidont that his Highness i8 suffering from the prevalent: Russophobi 

Hocause, ifter ng various other matters, lie suddenly. annou 

Bakhtiaris had realised that the Russians did not want them in Tohiran 

that to nye would sce como when he nul iy Kinsmen soul 

Capital and retire to their own country. In sa I 

h v hellicoso, amd declared. that the Ki all their young 

mien wwhio ae ngs military: ed 


and disciplined force in their own country ty’s Government 


woulil give thom British officers to org ‘h a foree, and laid Stress upon. the 
dept of the friendly fectings that the Bakhtiari have felt for ages for thee] 
people, Me wnged that a very respectable force of about 10,000 men could easily 
roeruited, which, under British officers, would form a. stout. bulwark 

ot Russian aggression towards the south. He said that the moment 
Had not vet come, but that the danger is silficiently great to make it necessary to he 
prepared. 

Ussured his Highnoss that T felt sure that His Majesty's Gover 

appreciate the feelings of sincere al that he had expressed for C 
its people, feelings that were warmly reciprocated by all who 
Wanichearial tribesmen: Propresented, however, that the situation didnot apy 
me to presnt any of the dangers he foresaw, England and Russia were working ia 
perfect union Your to improve the position of Persia in such a manner ag 
Would enable Russia to withdraw hier troops from the northern. sphere. Any sucht 
se Hat ho had suggested would necessarily have an opposite effect, although it 
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miglit be just possible that His Majesty 
Ae to be organised by Bri 


i replied that all the Bakhtiari would like to fight under 
i he realised the genuineness of British intentions, because they 
sed nt only on sontimental grounds, but also on conditions of self-interest, since 
it is clear that an independent Persia is necessary for India, whieh, under. other 
conditions would have to maintain a largely increased army. He recognised that the 
moment 1 com, ut ho fell hat its possibility was sutton nour to mao 
it necessary to look to the futu 
amsin-es-Sultaneh bad spoken to Mr, Churchill the previous evening in still 
more vel Janguage, saying that he felt sure the Bakhtiariy would soon have to 
Jeave Tehran, but that they would retire to their own mountains and die there to the 
Jast man, defending. thei against a Russian advanee to the south, He added 
that they hind had to simu ndly feelings towards Russia whilst in’ Tehran for 
politcal puxposes, but that they hated her in thelr hearts as much as hey liked 
England, 
e warm-hearted and hot-headed as an, 1 
easily swayed and Jed by: persons and. cireunistanc 
not be attached to words spoken isturbed. him, 
ut Ehave felt it my dut said, as he appeared to wis to do 40, 
aud I beliove that his feolings of friendship are sincere and that they are shared by hig 


kinsn 
Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(49699) No, 230, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived Novembor 22.) 


Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Tebwan, Novomber 7, 1912, 
THE continued influx of Russ ian, and the conviction 
that, Siad-ed-Dow ersia at Russian bidding havo 


ent of such a nature as w n more direct Russian 
control thi is of Persia, A furthor cause of resentinent is the 
n consular agents usurp the powers of the local authorities in 
prov Is in the northern partof the country, Tt is arggued that in'Tab) 
the Ri wsulate controls the administration of Azerbaijan through the Russian 
{oo}, Shuja-ed-Dowleh, who has completely usurped the powers of the Governor-General, 
Sipahdar Azam, 
Matters are even worse at Resht, where the Russian consul behaves as if he woro 
the governor of the pro urergeneral showed me a 
letter from his: repr at Resht, in which he wrote that the attitude of tho 
is stich as to completely paralyso his action, and to make the collection of 
revenue practically impossible consul first of all forbade all Russian subjec 
and protected persons to pay taxes, on the ground that he would collect them higwelt 
1 the proceeds a, tain Russian claims which were not specified, At first 
igent hoped mueb. from the arrangement, because he anticipated that 
methods of tax collection would be such as to deter people from seeking 
protection. It was soon apparent, however, that M. Negrassof collected. ne 
I, and the number of Russian-protected persons—such protection being easily 
Procurable—inereased at such a rapid rate that it appeared evident that thore would 
soon be nobody left in Resht but Russian protégés, 
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Tn order to check this, an ai nt was proposed under which the consul 

should deposit all the taxes collected at the Russian Legation at Tehran against tho 
undefined claims account. The consul accepted the arrangement verbally, but vouch 
safod no answer at all toa written communication on the subject, although he himself 
had requested that the metter should be put before him in yriting. Upon being 
prossed, the consul suggested that the money should be paid into an Tehi 
to the credit of the Resht consulate instead of that of 1 ‘This alteration 
was agreed to, but still the consul f F of the 
collection of taxes from Russian-prot 
Tichest people in Gilan avoid paying the taxe 
dwindling. sti disulvanta, 
Gila as one of the few provinc y 
resources of the eountry, M. Me Russian agent 
is not of a nature to assist Persia at a moment when the . rely 
felt, and that, moreover, the notables of Gilan pay for this financial relich by politie 
services rendered to the cause of Rus : 

M, Mornard added that the same or a worse state of affairs prevails at 
whore the Russian consul also behaves as if he were th 
Jand as ho Tikes, and openly Ie paign in fay 
His attitude, he said, 


in keeping 
Tous to assist Per 
‘The attitude of the Mesho Lis less hostile, M. Mornard sa 
ntly, for tho first time, sin io Russian procedure had made itself 
Has far south as Lspahan, where it was believed that the Governor-General had been 
rgcly abettod in his hostile attitude towards the 
‘consul with whom he is on terms of close in 
‘Tho highshanded action of Russian ves, or of Persian officials 
acting under Russian compulsion at sueh ph Suzvin and Khoi, is also the cause 
of much complaint, and makes beople fechas the Minister for Koreigm Affairs said to 
Porsia had already passed into the hands of Iu 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWN 


mo yesterday, as if North-Wostern 





{49700} 


d November 22.) 


Tehran, November 7, 1912, 
wie to my telegram No. 49 of the 10th October, I have the 
honour to forward to of a despatch which I hay ived from 
His Majesty's, consuls Lat Meshed, reporting on Russian acti among the 
Gurkomang and the instigation of ‘Turkomau raids by the Russian commissioner of 
Gunbadsi-Kubus, 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
a 


Enclosure 1 in No. 231, 


Consul-General Sykes to Sir W. Townley, 
No, 43, Confidential.) 
in, Meshed, October 19, 1912, 

IN ‘connection with my recent tour to Bujuurd, Nardin, Kala Maran,’ Ramian, 

anid my rei Deby Nardin, Jajrt, and’ Mauboy the capital of Isfarain, the 
‘nforimation which I secured wns in connection with Russian. activigy in 
i, consequently, Tam writing a special despatch on this subject, 

2. T have known the Sardar of Bujuurd foamy ‘Years, and, as T reported in the 
case of my tour in 1908, he is extremely friendly. We discussed the activity 
of the ex-Shah, and he stated that ‘he Russians were working openly on his side, as 
there was no British consul at Astrabad to check them, He sid that he resefved 
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‘eonstant letters pressing him to join the ex-Shah from Oruz Birdi Khan, who was a 
Tiewtenant of the Turkoman jigits at Ganbad-iKabus This statement struck me as 
being of considerable He also stated that there were two Russian officers 
nt “Shah, one of whom was a Russian and trained the artillery, the other was 
lly, he stated that the ex-Shali’s artillery was at Gunbad-i-Kabus, Ho 
pointed out tuat had he joined thy ex-Shah the latter would have seized Meshed with 
the utmost ease, wh sputable. In this connection at that period T 
pressed the commander ait, Who was the surda’s brother-fnslay, to 
urge him to remain loyal to the Persian Government, and this pressure, the sardar 
stated, induced him to a considerble extent to refuse the ex-Shah's offers, Had the 
exShah reached Meshed, where he would have been warmly weleomed by my colleague, 
the position would have been most unfavourable to British policy, ‘ 
3. T now come to the question of the Tarkomon * lama,” as it was the main 
object of my tour to investigate Russian connection with these murderous raids, ‘The 
sanlar informed me that for the last tivo. or three years it was notorious that the 
Russian commissioner at Gunbad-i-Kabus had instigated the © alaman,” and various 
other details which he gave me were corroborated later on in my, tour, fk 
quitting Bujourd, T proceeded to. Samalgan, where the sarhang, Hussein 
rected mie as an old acquaintance, and informed me that the chiof leailers of the 
were (a) Mami Kolok Shikh, Tekko; (}) Abba Kur Goklan, of Kari 
Mohamed, of Kara Kala. All three leaders are Russian subjects I 
These alaman,” he stated, were joined also by Persian Tost 
many cases instigated by the Russian commissioner at_Gunbad-i-Kabn 
nes of these threo sardars, asthe leaders are termed, und the fit of ther be if 
Russinn subjects and liv Russian territory, wax subsequently corroborated by the 
headman of Armutli gi entical information to the consulate imunshi, who waa 
travelling separate from the main party, 
4, From Samalgan I moved west, and, whil 
conflagration in the distanco, whieh the stevie sa 
in the Nardin district, 
Tt was ext 


days previously, 


ious as to, the roud sufficed, and fn the evening, after travelling some 
thirty miles across an entirely uninhabited tract, Nardin was tuaghed, 

5. Shirilla Khan, the governor of Nardin, is the nephew of an old friend of mino 
and cousin of the present commander-in-cief, and during the cottse of my. two. visits 
told me everything , He entirely: corroborated the statements of the Sirdar, 
and said that some forty days previously Mirza Mohamed Jufur, the interpreter ab 
Gunbad-i-Kabus had come to Nurdin accompanied by Mahmud A, 
attached to the commission, with a warning from the Russian commissionor that if lie 

alaman” the Russian consul-general at Mestied would by asked 

diswnissal. In reply, he said that he could not. believe that. the commin- 

d really sent such a message, and he asked the interpreter to have a lotter 

sent to him containing the wishes of the commissioner. ‘This the intorproter declined 

to-do, with the remark that the Russians were not such fools. In this connection T 

have, since my return, received remarkable corroboration of the accuricy.of my 

information, as M. Grigorief informed mo that ho hud recently received: instrac, 

tions from his legation to ask the Governor-General to diamiss the. governor of 

Y Upon my asking his offence, he replied that it was alleged that he hid put 
urkoman to death about a year ago in a barbarous manner, 

‘The governor showed me letters recently received, in one of which he was warned 
not to attack the *alaman” in ease any of the con 's men were killed, T kepb 
two of these letters, and attach translations of thei marked (A) and (B)s* They aro 
tnost significant, Finally, the governor said that it was the absence of a Buta 
consulate at Astrabad which had allowed the Russians such a five hand, 

6. From Nardin, where I left-a member of my staf, 1 marched across tho: Elburs 
range and everywhere heard the sane story, to the effect that the Russian commh 
sioner not only instigated the neighbouring ‘Tureoman to make thess rade, and 


* Baclosures 2 and 8. 
[1591] en 
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advanced them two or three tomans a head, but even sent jigits or sowars of the 
‘Turcoman division and cossacks to join in these cruel outrages on a defenceless 
population, 

Pres Stthcty Oh people of Ram ised to help the Nardinis, have been 
warned by the Russian commissioner not to interfere with the 'Pareoman, who are 
raiding by their on ints of No Deh wished to petition me on the ground 
that, three of their best lorses had been seized without payment only four days 
previous to my visit hy; orders of the Russian commissioners, whose only reason, wes 
that he wanteil them, 

Generally spraking, the Russians in the Astrabad district appear to have taken 
over the government, nnd this is borne out: by a special emissary, whose report, marked 
(C),? is attached, and corroborates what [heard most fully, Th y information 
he collected is being sont: in by the nitary attuchs 

i in the gov 


io, 
Were ten prisoners who drove tle shi 
wore also i few won 
were clevel ii 
ms 
why the Cossacks. "In this conneetion the garrison 
otinia of the ‘Tureoman division and one sotnia of 
‘The plucky Nardinis wait 
1,000, had passed, and then attach r guard and cut off 400 sh 
Tureon Th spies who watched their cam| 
are nover used by Turcoma 
quently this isan additional proof of di 
i of which no mercy is shown, as it fs cons 
nan to slay th 
8, Upon leay fi Ista we were starting, the governor 
Al informat e to pass Nardin that day, Twas 
d, but I considered that by pressing on we sh 
probably: bo t ”; also had eight sow erie) ty of ammu 
Tho governor rode for some seven miles to the track of the “alaman,” and explained to 
‘mo the details of ned the tracks which covered a wide front 
and proved the size of th ‘and the number of sheep, came vhich had been 
captured, ‘The governor said good-bye at « pass, and after re crossed a 
plain down which this alaman” was expocted; but wo we e, and I heard 
forwards thit it had not reached the pl 
To conclude, Uhave giv proves 
that, whatever the Russ ‘ernment may say, just as its representative at Meshed 
introduced agents provooa into the sh Hie Russian commissioner at Gunbad- 
i-Kabu y instigating these hellish raid: v ng a direct part 
thom, The reagon for his wetion is universally ed to ho the determination to 
anak the siti rious that. the Per nit will be forced to agree. to 
the remainder of the country passing under the rule of the ‘Tsar, In this 
comection the Governor of Transeaspin recent in Blair that the Gurgan 
would dary than the Atrck. Incidentally also the commissi 
must bo 4 ri is share of this ill-gotten boot’ 
Finally, » doubt that the Russian Legation is perfectly aware of th 
of their representa by paralysing the action of the Persian authorities, by 
is of travellers and peasants, by the capture and sale of 
truction of property, is bringing about the downfall of Persia, 
1g copy of this despatch to the Government of India, 


c 
P. M. SYKES, Major. 


© Enclonure 4, 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 231. 


Extract of a Letter from Kurban Ali Kalantar, of Tarangul (on the edge of the 
Golilan-Turkoman Country), to the Governor of Nardin, and received by him about 
September 19, 

(Note— Original secured.) 


ONE of my relations came from Gunbad:i-Kabus yesterday, and was telling mo 
that the Russian commissioner is collecting sowars trom the Yamut and Gollan 
Turcoman, and is paying each sowar 25 or 30 krans. It was arranged that Russian 
Cossacks and Turcoman jigits should accompany. these Turcoman and go towards 
Khorassan, But it wassail, too, that these sowars would attack Nardin, I, being your 
servant and in duty bound, have sent this information to you and request you not toattacle 
them, because they aro in great numbers and the commissioner’smen arwamong them, In 

in the fighting any of the commissioner's men are killed, the commissioner will 

nst you, and you will derive no benefit out of it, 


Batract of a Letter. from Ibrahim Kalantar, of Huseinabad (a. Village on the edgo of 
the Goklan-Turkoman Country), to. he Governor of Nardin, and reovived obont 
September 19), 

(Note—Original seoured.) 


MULLAH NAZUR was at Gulistan last night. He left Gunbadsi-Kabus the 
before yesterday. "Hb said that he saw sowars coming to that place, and that the 

Russia i paying. mow ‘The commissioner’ himself’ was 

instructing the Tureoman touttack Nardin, ‘The sowars are in gout numbers, 


a 
Enclosure 4 in No, 231. 


Report of a Seeret Agent who was sent in August 1912, vid Shahrud to Astrabad, 
Ashraf, Sari, Barfrush, and Meshed-i-Sar. Ho returned vid Bandar Gas, 
Kara Su, Gumash Tappa, and Astrabad to Meshed, 


Noto (A.)—The military information, for which he was especially sent, has been 
embodied in a report by the military attaché, 


Note (B.)—Part of this information is confirmed in the report of Sir Coleridge 
Kennard, 


The Be-Shah, 


‘The Russians aided the ex-Shab, and oven forced the ‘ureoman to enlist in. hie 
+ othe afi Bai and Ata Bai, the leading Yamut tribes, consider that they have 

beet deceived by the Russians, 

he Lig Russians allowed the following arms und ammunition, &. to be consigned to 

the ex-Shah = 


Rifles (cast Russian military weapons termed Bareangab, a corruption 
of Herdan) eas ee mm 
Machine guns (pattern 


When the ex-Shah left Persia, the Russian consul seized the balance of these arms 
and atm ‘The rifles are being sold to the Turcoman by tho Russian consul, 
¥ ing much money. ‘There was one Russian officer with the ex-Shah dreased 
i; Cossack uniform, He went to the front, to Savad Kuh, When the ex-Shah lived 
Tustrabad he bad a seeret door made in the wall, so that he sould take refuge at the 
Russian consulate in ease of danger. 
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Properties acquired by the Russians. 


1, Kheirat: A piece of land some 4 miles by 2 miles in extent, situated on the 
Shahrud road, 10 miles from Astrabad. It is covered with timber and lies at the foot 
of the hills, A “kanat,” can be repaired at slight expense, belongs to it, and 
the river runs through it; the grazing is good. It was sold to the Russian hy the 
Samsam-i-Lashkar for the nominal price of 60 tomans, and even this sum he has not 
accepted, 
peor Etussians have pitched a tent and hoisted'a flag on this property; they haw 
given notice that the grazing is theirs, and that anvone trespassing, cutting or burning 
Umber will be punished. Tt is stated that some Molokans or other Russian cultivators 
Will be settled on the land, and that a saw mill and also a caravanserai will be erected, 
‘There are no villages on this property. 
2. Baba Gulma is 6 miles from. 
On it live thi 
““kanat, 


value. His agent is 


ast of Astra. ‘This property 
admiral. 
igo near Jahanabad, One-third purchased for the Russian 

aphiat and one-sixth for tho consulate munshi, Mirza dafr Khan, 

. Ucidarabad Shirinik, near the above two yillages, has been purchased by the 
Russian consul, 

6. Kala Kuhna, close to the Bostam gato of the city. A piece of cultivated land 
worked by ity. There is no village on it, 

aes pihdar's garden, about @ mile from the city off the 
Shahrud road An engineer was at 
Astrabad during my visi 

8. A large vi Kussian consulate, which hax been Tease for 

cannot be sold, 


is a village on tho Caspian Sea, some 8 miles north ot Bandar Gaz. It 

was Persian € property. 

us Who works fisheries at this place, has constructed a. pior 
682 paces in length and seven width with rails for moving goods, St. 

wv cull there, “He spent 200,000 tomans on the pier, building, and shops 
is cultivated by some th Russian p 
‘Taxes are collected by 

was informed, 


‘The Russian Garrison at Astrabad, 


‘Tho Russian garrison at Astrabid was quartered in the Government ark, where 
they gutted the build at down the trees, and even tried to remove the marbles to 
sond them to Russia. Ovring to-an outbreak of illness, brought on by gorging them. 

son wild boars! meat, the troops were moved to Kara Su, where they occupy tents, 
Astrabad is now garrisoned by some fifty men of the Turkoman division® there is alay 
the consular escort of twenty Cossucks, 


‘The Position at Shalirud, 


nusum-i-Lashkar, who iy Governor of Shahrud, and who was an open partisan of 
the wxShab and his governor at Shabrud, instigates the people to go to the telegraph 
office and petition the Russian consul of Astrabad for the restoration of order and for 
protection ngainst the Turkomans, ‘The Russian Armenians telegraphed to Astrabad for 
protection, and were instructed to hoist Russian flags. It is believed at Shahrud that 
the Turkoman mids are instigated by the Russians with a view to bringing Russian 


troops to Shabrud. ‘The Samsim-i-Lashkar, it is to be noted, is the offical who sold 
Kheirat to the Russi 
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The Turkoman Raids, 


The Turkomans, at the time of my return journey, were raiding the whole country: 
from Abbasabad to within 2 farsakhs of Shabrud: | They algo repeatedly ut the 
telegrph line. ‘They are instigated by the Russian commissioner at Gunbal-i-Rabus, 
‘The Russian commissioner visi Khan, Governor of Nardin,* and ordered him 
not to attack the Turkoman “alaman,” and threatened to have him dismissed if he did 
To this Shirilla Khan replied that so long: as he was governor, lie was Hound to attack: 
the Turkomans, even if it cost him his life. 


General Notes. 


Lul-Mulk, the Tate Sorhaddar at Bandar Gaz, refused to be the erenture of 

an consul, ' His servants were, in consequence, accused of having murdered 
two Russian Turkomans, and the Russian consul sent Cossacks to seize him’ and bring 
him to Astrabad. ‘This was done, and the man was subsequently dismissed, 

His snocessor was Abbas Kuli Khan, whom T met, While with him he received. a 
letter from the karguzar, Ttisum-ul-Mamalik, to. the effect that if he wished to rotain 
his post he should come to Astrabad to receive instructions from the Russian, consul, 
He refused to go, and resigned, He reported to the Persian Government that Russian 

were cultivating Persian soil at Kara Su, 

Generally speaking, the Russians govern the provinces of Mazanderan and Astrabad, 
and the Persian officials are their servants, ‘The Russian officials at Astrabad, Barfrush, 
and Meshed-i-Sar, send out Cossacks who bring in the Persian subjects against whom 
there are claims. “They are imprisoned in the Russian consulates and axe frequently 
flogged. 





(49723) No. 232, 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Recetved November 22.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Vieeroy, dated the 15th November, 
1912, regarding loans to Persia. 


India Ofice, November 21, 1912 
Enclosure in No. 282. 
The Marquess of reve to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) PB. India Ofico, Novenber 15, 1912. 

PERSIA, 

Itis proposed by Foreign Office that Russian and British Governments should 
‘guarantee to Persian Government a loan not exceeding 1,000,0001., to. be spent. on 
gendarmerie, or an officient force under foreign officers, for securely collecting, taxes 
and establishing order. ‘The money to be lent as required by financiers, security to be 
Crown Jewels, ‘The Foreign Office are of opinion that no practical liability would. be 
entailed by guarantee beyond that of seeing that in event of default tho jewels were 
available. Please telegraph as soon as possible what are your views, 





(49814) No, 233, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received November 22.) 
(No. 447.) 
(Telegraphic) R. St, Petersburgh, November 22, 1912, 
TSPORE to Minister for Foreign Affuins in of your telegram No, 1265 of 
ber, and left with him memorandum, which “he promised to submit to 
ister of Finance, 


* He actually sent his Miran, 
[1591] 28 
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T told him what Sir W. ‘Townley had reported in his telegram No. 599 of 20th 
November respecting precarious situation of the gendarmerie, and said that it was 
absolutely necessary that we should provide Persian Government with funds. I added 
that public opinion’ in England was becoming restive at the fact that Anglo-Russian 
agreement had borne no fruit so far as re-establishment of order and good government 
in Persia_was concerned. His Exeellency said that he would do what he could to 
induce Minister of Finaneo to do something, but that to guarantee a large loan, az 
Russian Minister at Tehran had suggested, was out of question. Russian Goverment 
could not adlvanes or guarantee any loan to Persia without consent of Duma, and latter 
would never give their consent, 





[49912) 4 


Mieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edieard Grey.— (Received November 23.) 


er Bushiire, Novomber 4, 1912. 
EN continuation of my despatch No, 6, datad the 20th October, 1912, T have. the 
Honour to forward w eopy of a despatch, with euslosures, which [have addressed to His 
Majesty's Minister ivi to reports by consular officers regarding 
in activities in the Persian Gulf 
Thavo, &o 4 
P, Z COX, Liewtenant-Cotonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Conswl- 
General for Pars, &e, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 234, 
Lieutonant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, November 4, 1912, 
WITH reference to the correspondence, ending with my letter. dated the 
20th October, on the subject of Belgian activi mithern Persia under M. Mornard’s 
direction, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Governmout of 
India, eopies of communications which have reached me from our political officers at 
Mohainmerah, Ling Abbas, all reporting in the same strain. These 
reports are 8 coin ‘al that I think it well to state that none of the officers 
conedrued had any Knowledge of my correspondence ubove quoted, 
a ginding « duplicate of this communication to His Majeaty' Minister via 
with a copy also to His Majesty's Forvign Offi continuation of previous 
sspondone 
: Thavo, ke. 
P. Z. COX, Licwtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Bars, &e 


— 
Enclosure 2 in No, 234. 
Betract from Lingah Diary No. 42 for week ending October 24, 1912, 
THE deputy governor is suffoving from bitter humiliation at the recent action and 
ude of the director of customs, who is given to istuing instructions to him and 
preible demands backed by threats, which has culminated in a. threat to eet 


lary A . aeaviee 3 
A separate report on this most unsatisfactory situation is under preparation, 


_—— 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 234, 
Viee-Consul New to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox, 


Lingal, October 22, 1912, 
WITH reference to my diary No, 42 dated the 21st October, entry 695, regarding 
the unsatisfactory situation between the deputy governor and tho direetor of ceatome. 
Thave the honour to report that the root of the matter is the extruonlinary powers 
now vested in the latter. 
2 As far as tho deputy governor is concemed the unsatislactory points appear 
to be -— 


(1. The collection of maliyat: by the Customs, As far as local conditions show, 
the suitability of this, change is questionable, ‘The actual duties dovelvo on the 

inates of the director of customs, and there are already ugly rumours of leakage, 

tance, when the Customs took over the maliyat there waa a large stock on besa 
of the’ previous year's dates (collected from outlying villages in iew of tax), which wana 
sored for many months until they were rotting, and suld. at rupees 18 per bene 
about half the value of good dates, ‘This year's atock of good dites, about 1300, bags, 
tas lately been sold by the Custom, not by public auction, but by more or lens prfeety 
arrangement between the dragomnan of the Customs, Sulaiman Mica nd in purchaser, 
at Tupecs 1: 8 per bag—about half the value—and Sulaiman Mitea is anid to foe 
pocketed 1,000 rupees or more over the transaction, 

M, Willemnsens is also under the impression that he ean dispose of land anid T feo! 
sure foie question will arise soon in regard to land owned by British subjecte, 

) The deputy governor recvives his monthly. salary of 150 tonnane from. the 
Customs, 

This tends to the deputy governor's prestige locally, and unfortunately it 
fies M, Willonsons to regord him as part of his establitinent and unrleg he crea 
Tam informed governor that M, Willemsens. hus on many occasions 

uted and ordered lim to immediately carry out his instructions and. tinostenen 


Fe iuty, governor has algo informed me that tho Customs have lately raised a 
Jon ain tegurding some shortage of the maliyat handed over by him, a mutter of worny 
iiotoad oe oF Which the deputy, governor says he is not liable, Dat M, Willemeees 
tineatancty aking him for an explanation, Ina. practically: accused hi of theft cual 
thre his sly iff is not immediately pid in, 
‘The deputy tulaugchis sind staff are paid by the Customs: 
ieifamwens will no trust the deputy governor to niake these payments or even 
 hinnwelf at the deputy goverion's residence. All the Uulangeliy tity of theey 
i ious manner at the custom-houss to receive. thelt 
This is most humiliating and damaging to his presthae, 
ecling ig also very strong. on these points, and T have hoard leary expressed 


Ae 2 
by intelligent morchants tht’ Southern Persian seems. to. le filling into the hands of 
the Belgians, 


ie Kangusari seems to be threstencd with absorption by the eustome, Kor 
fas deandants. the Customs have collected tezkereh fies, but now M, Willems cy 
{a> demanded his right to take entire change of the karge lately ordered the 
Cotab eee cruat 9 take the seals, &c., by force from thy lool agent of tus arguzar, 
sstablished purely for the granting of Persian passports, 
have also experienced difficulty in regard to torkorch asses, and on one oceasion 
llemsens questioned my right to issue a pass to a wubject of Balewre T promptly 

him and found he was not prepared to take the responsibility of a dived 


. Even the quarantine isnot 
isbment bill is paid to the " 
ly M. Willemsens. has raise and suggested thut the 
tine ferashes should attend ‘This was in private conversation, 
wy the flat refusal of the quarantine medical 


hy the Customs, ‘The 
0 makes disbursements, 


3. present in the hands of M. Willemsons, aro, I aim inclined to 
Stink, damaging to British interests, “He has, in eomverense expressed. his delight 
41M Constant's departure from Bushire, becauso ho was, softs friendly with the 
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British, and from what I can gather, I fear there is some understanding between 
M, Zwinne, M. Willemsons, and Commander Depitre, to support one another and 
‘oppose British interests. Besides being, as I think, anti-British, M. Willemsens has 
only a few months’ experience in the country, and little sympathy with the methods 
and customs of the people, He has made himself efficient in the rules and regulations 
of his administration, which he is prone to en orce a portunity, and his actions 
have often been, apart frown his treatment of the deputy governor, so aggressive, that 
J fear some day public fecling will rebel. 

L. Willemsens appears to be a very hard worker with the interests of his 
administration at heart, but through sheer inexperience he is misled by his subordinates, 
‘and applies much of his energy to petty matters. 

6, In matters concerning customs and malivat, M. Willemsens has, of necessity, to 

rely greatly on named Sil ls himself a “shaza 
T am : der Abbas a few. 
months io in the same capacity, wi e on account of 
ess of the former di Habibullah Khan, who is now at Bunder 
ndl-appears to be playing his own game by 

‘representations to his chief. 
sion, I would beg to observe that only i of the present, 
month M, Willemsens has worried me with six official in the preceding 
two and a-half years the who f my official correspondence from the Customs numbers. 
about ton letters, 


losure 4 in No. 2: 


Rutract from the Political Diary of the Bunder Abbas Consulate for the week ending 
October 24, 1912, 


THE director of customs notified the deputy nor that from the 1st Akrab 
1980 (24th October, 1912), Mirza Abul Hassan, Amin-i-Malleyah, has been dismissed 
and that the revenue of Bunder Abbas and Minab should be paid to the Customs 
treasurer direct, ‘The Amin-i-Malleyah is leaving for Bushire by to-morrow's mail. 


Enelosure 5 in 1. 
Consul Haworth to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P; Cox, 


Sir, Mohammerah, November 2, 1912, 

I may not bo without interest p juncture 'for me to report the 
details of i conversation which Tha ire, the commandant of the 
“Persepolis,” in the consulate a few day 

MI is very indignant at 
Persia, which he maintains is in contravention o 
states that he was informed befor 
was to bo u wv the di orders of 

‘Whe first thing he reoei ‘as a telegram informing him that he 
would be riven all orders irctor of customs at Bushire, He tells me 
iat hy subsequently wrote home to compa department TE understand— 
thit the terms of his contmet. were not being maintained ; that he objected to bain 
under the Customs and that he could get no answer to letters and telegrams, offic 
on unoflicial, which he addressed to M, Mornard. He received a hint that it would be 
sviser not to push his complaints but to continue to serve quietly, otherwise M. Mornard. 
‘would complain that he was not getting the assistance of a compatriot in his difficult 
task ws treasurer-general, but that they would seo that his successor, when M. Depidre’s 
contract was up, should have a contract which adequately protected him. 

Ho complained very bitterly of the customs offcils who, he stated, were men of 
subordi i jum and who, placed in positions far above those to which 
they were accustomed and mixing on equal terms with consuls and others, became 
swelled with a sense of their own importance and obsessed with the idea of obtaining 
political power, 

OF M. Momard he expressed the view that he was going the same way as M.Naus, 
and would in the end fall, as he had not M Nwass capacity. "He said that the treasurer 
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eral was trying to gel everything into his own power; nob content with the 

Giistoms Department during thelr own work, he wag siddling them with duties 

connected with revenue, posts, passports, and anything elso which increased their 

political importance, with the result that they were s0 overworked that: the work of 
ms Department proper, for which they were nominated, had to sullen. 

This conversation is interesting, and, though the statement. of a man with a 
grievance, it contains much of truth, 

M. Fourman, the local director of customs here, complains that: the work of his 
oflice is at all times very heavy ; and, indeed, he bas had the difficult tas of sveoping 
out an augean stable of fraud which prevailed in his office, tho result of his predecesgon 
bureaueracy. ‘The Customs officers’ frauds, and the money which the subordinates 
could afford to spend, were the talk of the town, ‘There is little doubk that M. Fourman 
hhas done much to improve the state of afluirs bequeathed him by his predecessor, but 

investigations, he will bo unable to 
required to keep his office (ree from. 
compete with the increasing demands of 


AAs the Customs receipts aro a matter of some importance to us, T have thought 
it worth while to record, for your information, the above conversation and to express 
any belief that ML Depitre's remarks, coming as they do from one having internal 
knowledge, contain truths which we require to note and which constitute an sndoubled 


Thave, &o, 
L, B. HAWORTH, Major, 





(49867) 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novembor 2% 
aot ey —( combor 23,) 

i ae St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1912, 
WITH reference to. my telogram No. 448. of yesterday's dato, 1 havo tt hongur 
to tran yout herewith copy of a communication which E havo’ received from. tho 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs informing me of the desire of the ox-Shah of 
to travel abroad and the advico given to His Majesty by M. Sazonof with a view 

ing him from this course of action. 
Thavo, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
nee 


Enclosure in No, 235, 


AM. Sazonof to Sir G. Buchanan, 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, te 6 (19) novembre, 1912. 
‘abayef, attaché & 


’ Vétranger, Jai 

4 Odessa tun des omployés du 

ont Impérial considére son départ 

iopportun ; i Sa Majesté persisto, 

i Tusse se refusera dordnavant, & 
wséquences de tout acte irréflechi, 

A vous trés cordialement, 

SAZONOR, 
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(49667) No. 236. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 686.) 
(elegraphic,) Foreign Office, November 23, 1919, 

YOUR telegs 594 of 16th November. 

What is total amount advanced by Russia during this year, and how much of it 
has been repaid ? See letters exchanged with Treasury on Sth February,” Sense 
Was only given on understanding that advances would be made conjointly srith Rusce 
and on same conditions, 

With referenco to your telegram No, 192 of 12th September, are any other revenues 
available as security ? 





(47191) No. 237. 


Foreign Ofice to Sir W. Garstin, 
Confidential) Cae aa 


Sir, 
TAM dix y it 
f explanations 
resp y you on the Sth instant to this 
dep Railway project, 
inary letter of the 14th November, with 
the proposals now tinder consideration, Lam to rec the important reservations which 
Tis Majesty's Government have consistently maintained in regard to this question 
Inf Tottor dated the 2nd Murch, 1912, and addressed to Lord Errington, the 
following pussies occur 


(Wo Have no objection to. any percen distribution or representation, of which 
Had eves ny: ap fur ay the interosts of Great Britain, Rusia, France, and 
‘urvel vet avo concornied in th 

“But ave iusto uniter Action when it comes to the actual 
Conatruction and auvoquont managemont and control of the lines which may be baile, We ekeat 
Feet tug be cari out with our approval, tobe consulted abut te aligooreat 
constitution of the board repress of British: Interott ction orders 
toro placed on tho titi market, andy i gon 1 rates, 

Our olioot is nok to maine dificulties, but 

Hers ist E noe not say’ that, when. the é furnishien i 
‘ito full considorativ a y lay hofore us 


Aud in F letter, addressed to Lord Revelstoke on the 26th March, 1919, 
the following passage occurs 


{um tou thats aniongat the quotions ws to. which Hig Majesty’ Goverment d 


{ernie thei fevedom of wetion with regard to this railway, should be incladed that of the ge 
Do ailoptesl.” i i tie 


Ih Soptomibor of this year, luring his vist to this eountsy, the Russian Minister 
ninicated a memorandum to Lord Revelstoke, proposing. th 
arly dispatch to Tehran o ite Etudes; and of the 
28nt October i h Sir E, Grey, 
tho, Margie we ‘ ue. On the 
Bath Ootoher a record of these ex to the Foreign Off 
Lord Revelstoke, and it contains th oe Zbl 
‘the jinmiediato question before 
Porsion Gov tng i 
in to « 


ining of @ concession from the 
mis, to atrvey, and carrying with it an 
pun ta cna mi ctl polit (0 be ghd in the 
alignment bwinue left to future ion and decision. after approval by the Goveramente 
concerned. ed for as a whole, but for the it was proposed. 
the northern sector Astara han, and to obtai 
ts covering the & ie. These rights, 20 far as 
“ry within tho Russian or British spheres of influence, would be retained 
ii onesentig he sountin respectively iterated 
resent proposal was to approach th 
to the above hy the dispatel at a 
sas a whole aul the Bits, Ry 
ronp were prepared 0 now 
fat the usu conten plated si 
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in the words of Lord Revelstoke, “expressed willingness to 
is sanction in principle to delegates being sont to Persia for the. purpose of 
ing the concession as outlined above.” 
hus the substance to be asked for, to which the assent of Sir E, Grey was 
carefully limited, was “a eoncession fiom the Persian Government granting. permission, 
in general terms, to survey, and carrying with it an option to construct a line traversing 
Persian territory ; the actual points to be included in the alignment bei hg Jef to futuro 
examinuition and decision after approval by the Governments concerned.” Moreover, 
it was recognised that His Majesty's Government reserved complete freedom of action 
in regard to construction outside the Russian sphere (that is, in the neutral and 
British spheres), and that such construction should not be undertaken until, in the 
view of His Majesty's Government, it should be deemed politic and feasible, 

Tt would obviously have been impossible for Sir E, Grey, consistently with the 
reservations enumerated in the letters addressed to your society in Mareh lust, to. have 
sequiesce in more far-reaching proposals at this stage; it had indeed been exproad 
intimated in this correspondence that His Majesty's ‘Government could not commie 
themselves in regard to the execution of the project until the report of the Société 
d'Etudes—a body primarily formed for tho purposo. of study and investigation--had 
been subinitted, and the object in view was that the conclusions arrived at in the 
Tepurt should be fully considered in their commervial, political, and’ strategioal aspeots 
by His Majesty's Government, 

Sir E.G 8 thatitswould be hardly possible for His Majesty's Government 
to sevorve that freedom of action which has always been stipuluted for, pending 
consideration of the, report of your society, if they were now to afford you diplomatic 
support at Tehran in pressing the specitic proposals embodied in your lettor of the 
5th November. 

Tam now to refer seriatim to the enclosures in your letter, 

losure (A), the draft of a letter which it. is proposed to prosont. to. tho 
ister for Foreign Affuirs, sets forth under threo headings the objects of tho 
d'Etudes in sending delegates to Tehran; these are to secure — 


any, for tho bing of may 
Uotvvoun the Rumo-Persian frontie and the lndosPasion 


vour of the Société a’Btuder, ‘ nentioned 

Such an opt » bo assured to the roc ng branch Hines which would 

ural feelers of the main line, or which might, under foreign control, injutiously alfoot tte 
gl ig ly 


3, Finally, cortain tucilities at tho terminal pofute beings nocessary for working the 
Tinea, the société would desiry to secure its postion in this Feapoot allo 


His Majesty's Government are willing, subje 
the Foreign Office letters of the 2nd and 85th 
at Tehran 


feasible, 
's Government cannot support your 


d by the line 

couring through triflio, destined to 

Basson to, oF coming from, your system, aguinst unfair manipulation’ om railways 

bee ee direct control, hound 1 

His: Majesty's Government are also, unwilling to agreo to the third proposal in 

Enclosure (A), regarding terminal Iaiitce oe the Retsian Gulf; Sir E Gray tous not 
indeed, aware that the ‘Truns-Persian Railway—by which it was proposed to 
Russian and Indian territory—was. projected to’ reach the Persian Gull, o 
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that any terminus on those waters was contemplated. ‘The matter is one of 
political importance; and His Majesty's G 
4 negotiation which, should it now be 
Enclosure (B) contain 
unnecessary that I should ret 
Enclosure (C) 
emphasise the 
the Bri 
Sir E, 
the bre His Majesty's 
recise information, express 
‘ably imply sequieseenice in 
n the Russian sphere. us 
i ii Bagdad ond Khanikin into 
‘and it is ens itish imports should not be throttled by unfavourable 
ton the railway after passing the Turco-Persian frontier. pect of the 
was emphasised in the Foreign Office letter, already quoted, of the 2nd March, 


Lo sugeat, therefore, that there would be substantial advantage in postponing 
the conclusion of the agreement which forms Enclosure (C) until a lates date: 
Tam, & 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(50006) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 24.) 
ae 604.) 
Pe ic.) ‘Tehran, November 24, 1912, 
vf 9 of 12th November, 
Tom informed by my Russian’ colleague that 
nearly all the pl pied in contested 
Porsian troops undo ous leaders from 
district, “Necessary funds for an effective acl 
treas 
(Sent to St, Potersburgh.) 





(60007) 
Sir W, Toventey to Sir Eiward Grey.— (Received November 24.) 


‘ Telirans, November 24, 1912, 
‘ved nothing directly from Shiraz lately, but reports, which hav. 
cd mo from most reliable sourees show that a change for the worse is. eettin, 
nor-General has no means of ing this unfortunate tendency toa return to 
old state of disorder without money, which is not available here. 

T would venture to urge that it would be sound policy to make some ‘arrangement 
rth the least possible delay by whiel Governor-General could be assured, throvgh the 
Imperial Bank of Porsi ome of 30,000 tomans a month upon some such 
coniit those cont ny telegram N Sth November, respecting the 
Payment of the provincial revenues into. ha iy delay may prove fatal to the 
Governor-Genoral’s chances of establishing his authority 





(60087) No. 240, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Reecived November 25.) 


(No. 235.) 
Sir, * Tehran, November 10, 1912. 
infor EY, {9 Sour despatch No. 209 of the 26th August T have. the Konour’ to 
inform you that I drew a cheque for 10,0001, dated the 17th October in favour of the 
treasurer-cen 

As stated in iny despatch No, 223 of the 26th October, I instructed the Imperial 
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Bank of Persia on the 24th October to hold the sum of 15,0002, the balance of the 
25,0001 advanced to the Persian Government by His Majesty's Government, at. the 
disposal of the treasurer-general. 
AL Mornard’s receipt for this further sum is dated the 26th October. 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(50183) No, 241, 
Persian Railieays Syndicate to Foreign Ofice.—(Received November 


Winchester House, Old Broud Street, 
London, vember 22, 1912. 
FERRING to our letter of the 12th November wo find that there was a 
transcribing error on the second page of the letter in the clauso relating to the 
sottloment of any differences which might ariso between the syndicate and the, Governe 
mont. The clause should read as per enclosed, and we shall be glad to hear that samo 
moots with your approval. 
We are, &e. 
(For and on behalf of 
ian Railways Symi 
British and Foreign General Secur 
and Investment ‘Trust (Limited) ), 
A. B, STODART, 


Enclosure in No, 241, 


Clause IV as re-drafted by the Board. 


“THE Government shall grant to the syndicate free of all cost to the syndicate or 
the said railways such zones or strips of land under its jurisdiction as may bo required 
for the said railways, and the syndicate shall be authorised to take on such lands and/or 
iy other lands belonging to the Government free. of cost the timber materials, &e,, 
which may be required for tho construction or maintenance of such works, Ih tho 
i of the private landowners requiring paymont for such zones or strips of land the 
Government shall at the request of the synilicate expropriate the samo, the syndicate 
Paying therefore the amount agreed upon with such owners as compensation for stich 
¢xpropriation ; provided, however, that the syndicate shall not be liable to make any 
Payment hereunder unless and until they shall haye agreed with tho Government 
the amount to be so paid, and it is agreed that such expropriation shall not give rise to 
the payment of prices in excess of those locally charged on ordinary land sales, All 
land the jurisdiction of the Sheikh of Mohammerah shall be acquired by the 
syndicate by private negotiation, and the price agreed shall be paid by tho syndicate 
and added to the contract price. [In the event of any difforonca between the 
syndicate and the Government as to the price agreed for the purchase of any zones or 
strips of land as provided in this clause it shall be referred to by the syndicate nnd 
the Government jointly to the decision of the British Minister iu Tehran, who shall have 
Bower to. decide whether any price proposed toe paid se season able hau rogard to 
all the cireumstances. Holy places and all their dependencies within a radius of 200 
archins are, formally excluded from this clause except in cases where the local 

ical authorities otherwise expressly agree.”] 





(50131) No. 242. 


< Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No. 606.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Teliran, November 25, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 686 of 23rd Novembor. 

Rassia has advanced 125,001. to Persian Government this year Surplus of the 
Porthern customs available 1dth July last, amounting to about 10,000L, was rotained 
ine ment of the Sst advance of 1000001, made by Rusia in Moreh last 

1591 2 
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Persia's debt to Russia on account of advances made this year amounts therefore to 
about: 85,0000. 

Statement contained in my despatch No. 196 shows all revenues other than Maliat 
which the treasurer goneral holds to be available for loan purposes. It is impossible 
to control his figures, 





[49814] No. 243. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


No, 1281.) 
(eloxraphie.) Re Foreign Ofice, November 25, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 447 of 22nd November. 

Tam disappointed to hear that there seems so little prospect of securing Russian 
co-operation in an advance to th ‘overnment. I trust that Minister for 
Foreign Affairs fully realise possible for Saad-ed-Dowleh or anyone else to 
carry on the Gover " funds are at once supplied to him for essential 
Purposes of creating a stable administration and. for re-establishing order in. the 
provinces, ‘These are, absolutely necessary preliminaries to a larger loan—we eould 
not press for the appointment of anyone as Prime Minister unless we could aseure hiss 
that the immodiato wants of the Treasury would bo met, under, of course, proper safe. 
guarils, and T muuch fear that the general chaotic situation in Persia will be aggravated 

the present deplorable con allowed to continue, T earnestly trust, 
that tho Russian Governme 1 ans of meeting, in the way His Majesty's 
proposed, the pressing oxigencies of a disquieting situation, 
Nohran, No, 687.) 


(Repeated to 





(49477) a 4 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
(No. 88.) 
(Polographie,) Ry Foreign Ofice, November 25, 1912. 
YOUR tolegram No, 599 of 2 
Tho problem is how to ioney to enable the Persian 
ninent to carry on ay effective adi nd eventually repay the sums 
audyanced by the British and Russian Governments, 
stops be taken to this end, an interval must elapse between the 
fhlublislivont of machinery and the time when the revenues will be flowing into the 
Porsian ‘Treasury. 
ti the meantime money will be required for the re-establishment of law and order, 
‘and until that time it will not be possible to float a loan. 
Tis proposed that the British and Tussin Governments sould advance 1,000,002, 
wired on Crown jewels, iu order to tide over this interval, You should discuss thig 
With M. Poklowsky, and report whether you still romain of opinion that the sum is not 
saifliciont 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 





(49455) No. 245. 


ate Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 

(No. 689.) 

‘olexraphic,) Foreign Office, November 25, 1919, 
Mek tilearam No. 000 of 20th November: Mohammerah-Kloremabad Railway. 
iio juformation required by the comission should not be allowed to dolay the 

grant of the concession in principle, 
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(50449) No, 246. D 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice (Received November 36.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Seorotary of State, copy of three enclosures in a letter fom the Forcign Seerota 
to the Government of India, dated the 7th November, 1912, relative to lighting an 
buoyage in the Persian Gulf, E 

Copies of Enclosures 2 and 8 have been sent to the Admiralty, 


India Ofiee, November 25, 1912, 
Enclosure 1 in No, 246, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Government of Indias 


(Confidential Bushire, October 13, 1919, 

T HAVE the honour to recall that one of the items which, in a’ personal 
communication to you when in Calcutta, I included in a list of desideruta which T 
considered should “be sought from the Persian Government by ffiendly means us 
epportunity offered, was the general recognition of our prescriptive righé to control 
buoyage and lighting in the Gulf 

2, On the one hand, it seems possible that a suitable opportunity for obtaining 

i ve have already sought from thy Porte) may occur in the early. 

in connection with the grant of a fresh loan to Persia; on the other hand, there 

are some grounds to fear that we are not soon in the field with a friendly demand 

in the divection referred to, we may by baulked from making it by some. protentious 

communication from the Persian Government on the subject of lights or buoys in theit 
waters, 

1 have specific reasons for this appretiension in that at a recent mevting with 
the Governor of the Gulf’ Ports. (Mowakkor-ed-Dowleh), his Exeslloncy. asked mg 
the facts regarding the reported erection of a lighthouse at Tamb, and tho location of 

glited buoys at Bushire ; he enquired at the same time what decision had oventuall 
rived at in the caso of the proposed lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib, None of thos 
topics had previously beon touched upon between us 

As regards Tatn, 1 informed him, that, with, the eoneurrenee of tho Sheikh of 
Shargub, We wero about to put up a light thers to facilitate navigation, ‘The only 
remark his Excelleney had to make i mwas to say that there waa 
to doubt that: the island prope » and that they had to thank 
the blatant action of the Customs in 1904 for spoiling their easo in rogund thereto, 

‘l that we considered, on the other hand, that it was beyond doubt. that 
kh of the Jowasim of Omun owned the island, and, as in dealing with ths 

e had to rekon with patent facts, it seemed waste of time for us to discuss 
tion now. 

As regards the lighted buoys, I informed him that 1 understood that our marine 

ss did intend to place gas buoys at the two anchorages in order to improve the 
es for ships making the harbour. He then asked who was going to ay for their 

il upkeep. I replied that we should do so, as we were doing, and always had 

in the caso of other buoys laid for the benefit. of navigation in the Gulf, 

As regards the proposed light for Sheikh Shuaib, said that I had heard no moro 

out it, and supposed the idea had been given up, for the present at all eventa, He 
said, What would such a lighthouse eost to rock nly about 2,0001., 1 understand 4” 
Treplied, Nearer 9,001.” 

‘Then we went on to other subjects, 

Judging from the above conversation, I think it possible that the governor may, in 
onder to carn merit with the central authorities, suguest their asserting, thomselvey in 
Sounection with the location of buoys in Persian waters, 

* Thave thought it advisablo to plaoo Goyerument in possession of the preige 
Josal position fully by letter, and have forwarded a copy of tis communication 4 Tite 
Majesty's Minister, but if the Government of India, entlorse my view as to the advisae 
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bility. of ‘obtaining formal recognition from the Persian Government, and if loan 
TeeeentioMs ae current, they will perhaps ee fit to deal with the question ‘by 


telegraph, 
———— ee, 
Enclosure 2 in No. 246, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of Indias 


Bushire, October 13, 19) 

T HAVE the honour to for d, for the information of I Government of India, 
8 copy of reports which the officer commanding the “Lawrence” has made, at my. 
Toqueat, on the condition of the wnlighted buoys at Bahrein, 

Regt iil bo seen that he reports that the moorings of ull thee buoys are defeotive; 
that two are out of position, and that the condition of ono, the Kasaifah Sireal buoy, 
is bad, 

1 appears from the statement enclosed in ‘Trinity House letter, dated the 
26th Mare, to tho India Offey: thet bon ot the buoys’ will be replaced by 

4 the Jaduin Shoal buoy being the ouly one of the three thet will « 


d buoys for Babrein have already been made, and should 

nd very shortly, if they have not aleeady twen shipped, i seems scarcely 
are to be replaced, but 1 

for new mootings for the Jadum Shoal buoy to 
fully 


worth while taking any action in reyard to the buoy 
have transmitted an emergent indent. f 

the director of tho Royal Indian Marine, on recvipt of which it will be coe 
re-laid, 


Matract from a Letter, dated October 6, 1912, from the Officer Commanding, 
RIMS, “Lawrence,” Bushire, to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Com, 


Regarding the outs buoy at Babrein, I refrained from lifting these moorings 
irely, but the upper end which I inspected shows one link of the cable wo much roe 
that one could not now be surprised at the buoy parting from its moorings. 


_—— ee 
Enclosure 3 in N 


Reports by the Ogicor Commanding, RIMS. “ Laorenee* 


(1) 


Bannei 


Kasaifah Shoal Buoy (black), 


Pith On scraping paint off upper surfuee found much rust, and on beating same 
found it went right through plate parts. Unable to do more than paint it 
soving in what a defective condition itis. Should be replaced ns early ns poseitle, 
Moorings. Chain has 12 feet of the total length of 16. fatho is, very worn and 
gucient-looking hain, | Shackles quite worn and unreliablo—worn in. places, frees 
44 inches down to 1} inches, Anchor has loat its aris and. Gukes aud note oaly Coo, 
Nekght to the moorings and fhe too light for that purpose. ‘The eable was very ful of 
Aushor and ob sooucel te ‘any other way, 
1, Bucy was found to be 7 miles out of postion, and doubtless drifting back and fore 
with overy spring tide, 
Should be entirely. and now buoy and moorings put in its place. Buoy 
Ties well over f being vertie: 
Overhauled the 2nd-3rd October, 1912, 
F, DEBURGH, Lieutenant, RLM. 


a 
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(2) 
Outer Buoy—carrying Mast. and Basket—Red-—Conical, 


Buoy-—In very good eondition, but lying very much on its side after overhaul, 
instead of being in a vertical position, 

[Cable-—-Only a few fathoms of upper end. seen,and this part, shows some links 
stuiless and worn from 24 inches down to 1, inches, and one Unk, in a bad nip. Wore 
fod inch only. A large double overhaul knot in upper end of cable, and itis presumed 
this was originally put in to give extra weight to buoy to make it nasume g vertical 
position in the water, 

A sual bloving and no other moorings available in the ovent of present ones 

tei she remainder of chain and anchor were not lifted. Buoy. was in ite right 
position as chartered, 

Overhauled the 3rd-5th October, 1912, 


F. DeBURGH, Liewenant, RIM, 
——SS SS 
3.) 
Offcor Commanding, RIMS. “ Laiorenee,” to Lieutenant-Coloned Sir P, Com, 


October 6, 1912, 
In mpl sya goo diet 
to pick up, from’a navigating “watching” vertically, 
Titre tho honour bo rote tear “old outer bur” busy, 
Shat river, all of which are lan sufficiently weighted through bei 
moored in shoal water; were tl about a Tength of chain weighing 
26 or 30 cwt. this would be sullicient to keep them upright, 
1 may be suid until the seent overhaul each of these buoys was fairly vertical, 
tnd auch, was th caso at Bubrein, especially during high wate but simply owing to 
the fact that the moorings of each buoy wero so foul ofits anchor that. 
play in the chain to allow of an hing but. vertieal position 
gradually deposits on the chain lying along, tho bottom end a 
fstmoen buoy and ftsancns eee hese conical buo 
neseasary to moor them with sinkors and not anchors, aud with 
allow of buoy watching vertially at higheat tides in'u modoratosen, “Aces alters 
Geb buoy could be weighted at its lower end, either by water taalde i on os ig 
chain doubled or trebled. As you are aware, bayond stuping and painting, the tae 
Tialearing the moorings, we havo not tampered with thom in any othirsyay ae aoe 
{iam of the buoy not watching vertically should by placed atthe door of thane vis 


inally laid them, 
see 
Enclosure 4 in No, 246, 
Dicutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Government of India. 


r buoyage 


scheme, ive carly 


consider 
M 


SS 
[1591] 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 246, 


Statement of Condition of Work done on Unlighted Buoys by R.LM.S. “Lawrence” 
for Quarter ending October 30, 1912. 


1, Place,—Entrance to Shatt-el-Arab Riv 

Deseription-—Outer bar buoy ; red, conical (formerly @ British India Steam 

n Company's buoy) 

Date when First Laid.—August 1909, 

Date when Last Overhauled—The 26th and 28th August, 1912, 

Remarks.—Chipped, scraped and painted two coats of composition all over and 
ono of rel lead, Pin of mooring shackle worn Pinch and wot pened. Mens 
being found too short for the depth of water, an additional $ fathoms of 14-inch chats 
cable was added. Should be adequately weighted when opportunity offers, so that it 
may watch fairly vertically, 


2, Place —Entrance to Shatt-ol-Arab Ri 

Description—No, 4 black, conical (from British India Steam Nav 
Company.) 

Dale when First Laid—July 1908, 

Date when Last Overhauled.—The 29th to 31st August, 1912, 


Remarks.—Seraped. and Chipped. Painted with one coat eich of composition, 
read Tend and black, - Buoy too old and thin to thoroughly chip, Should be replaced 
early as liable to sink if bumped by any boat, &o, 


8. Place,—Entrauce to Shatt-el-Arab Ri 


Desoription No. 7, black drum or eylindical shaped (from British India Steam 
Navigation Comp 


Date when first Laid—April 1907. 
Date when Last Ocerhauled—Tho Btat August to 2nd September, 1912, 
Remarks, 8 and chipped. Painted with two coats red lead and two of 


Plack Lis buoy ji of no recognised shape for a channel buoy and might bo replaced 
by a eonieal on iehien practicable, No. 7” painted in white figures on buoy, 





(60468) No. 247, 


Oxo. ony Sit Povey to Sir Batward Grey.— (Received November 26.) 
Molographi ‘Lehran, November 26, 1912. 
Y telegram No, 605 of 24th November. 
Mowing from Colonel Douglas at Shiraz, No, 190 of 25th November :— 
Yoneril has for In 
diay hie asked me 
Out his proposals for securing Ho is also mud 
ompored in his ne ; who are, through their agents here, 
So far only reply he has received from Persian 
re into tho subject on arrival. Nothing is known 





[60500) 


(0, 095) 2” Toney to Sir Hiioard Grey. —(Recaived November 26.) 
No. US). « 
(elugcuphic, ‘Tehran, November 26, 1912, 
is il at Bushire reports that in consequence of a local question 
aded Shiraz road at Ahmedi, about 24 miles from iheshiey 
vans to pass, Sir P. Cox says that Government has not foree 
to scuil against Klian, aud that itis most essential that military earavan about to start 
Jor Shiraz should proceed at on 


7 


Hie represents that Ahmedi is in plain, that it presents no difficulties, and that 
there would probably be no opposition. For these reasons and because he thinks that 
action would have salutary effect aud nip possible future disorders in tho bud, ho 
suggests that road should be opened by British Indian troops at Bushire. " 

Stop seems to me a rather serious one to take, as one must bear in mind possible 
results ehould there be loss of life on uur side, but 1 would nevertheless venture. to 
support Sir P. Cox's suggestion, as it appears to me that time has come when these 
peity chiefs must leam that wo mean to sec order re-established. I only take this 
view because local authorities are absolutely powerless to do anything. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India and Bushire.) 





(50414) No, 249, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Raward Grey.—(Received November 26) 


») 

(Telegraphic) R. St, Petersburgh, Novem 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs handed to me yesterday an aido-m stating 
that the Russian Government are unable to agree with views expressed in your 
telegram No, 1265 of 20th November respecting advance to be mado to tho Persian 
Govern ‘They consider first object to be attained is to give Persia a Governmant 
capable of conducting the affairs of the country and on which England and Russia ean 
count without fear of disappointment, It is clear that no Government in Persia. ean 
do anything without money ; but first-a Government must be formed, and then only 
must money be furnished for it, Question of advance must only be discussed after « 
ww Cabinet has been formed at Tehran, and Russian Government will communicate 
to mo their views on that question later on. Meanwhile they propose that British and 
Russian Ambassadors at Paris should be instructed without delay to request. the 


Regent to charge Saad-ed-Dowleh with the task of forming a Ministry. If you agroo 
0 to instruct Sir F, Bertie, M. Isvolsky will Jmamiiataly receive similar instructions, 


Russian Government, in conclusion, expressed the hope that no further delay 
should occur in the matter, and that pourparlers with the Regent should he begun at 
once, 

T reininded his Excellency that you had only promised to approach the Regent 
with regard to appointment of Prime Minister on condition that the Russian 
Government adhered to viows expressed in your above-mentioned telogram, 

His Excellency repliod that as soon as the Persian Government accorded concossion 
for the Julfa Railway he would arrange question of advanco with tho Minister of 

On my asking whether there was any hope of the Rus jornment 
joining us in guarantecing a loan for 1,000,000L, his Excellency said that this, ho 
feared, was too large a sum. ‘The Persian Goverament had, moreover, declined to pledge 
the Crowa jewols'as security for such a loan, All that tho Russian’Government could 
«lo would be to consent to advanes that would enable the Persian Governmont to carry 
gn for a month or so. Ho could tell me, however, that Russian representative on 
“Comité d'Etudes” had elaborated a scheme in connection with big Persian loan 
which he was to discuss with Minister of Finance when he came to St. Petersburgh in 

month's time. 





(60311) No, 250. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived November 26.) 
(No. 
(Telegraphic. R. St. Petersburgh, November 26, 1912, 
AY telegram No. 443 of 19th November. 

somonlinister for Foreign Affairs has writton to me that official of the Ministry of 
Foroign Affairs, M. Persiani, sent to Odessa, has obtained most tranquillising assurances 
from the ex-Shah. His M promises first not to return to Persia unless lie be 
asked to do so by the whole Persian people, and only if His Majesty's Government and 
the Russian Government consont; secondly, not to travel in Western Europe without 
the cousent of the Russian Government. His Majesty, however, expresses the hope 





12 
{Bat lo may be authorised to make care abroad when the Russian Government 
consider it convenient—for instance, next spring. 


4 Persiani considers that the ox-Shal's ouly object is to travel for pleasure, and 
that idea originated not with His Majesty but saith be consort 





(60007) No. 251, 


Sir award Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
No. 691.) ee Sees 
(Telegraphic,) R, 

YOUR telegram No, 


pervision of expenditure 
mode of repayment, 


ee 


(60007) No. 25: 
Foreign Office to India Ofice, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1912. 

J Spl digeoted bby Scorctary Sit B. Grey to acknowbage hore of your 
Tottor of the 2ist instant on the subject of the propend tigent of 15,0001, to the 
Porsian Government for tho use of the Governor Genpal of Shes 

ie ari inform you that « moiety of this sum hag this dee beon placed to the 
Seen hts Majesty's Logation at tho Imperial Bank of Petaie Ey eens an order: 
on His Majesty's Paymaster-Clenoral 

Hh referoneo to the final paragraph of your lotr, Tam directed to draw your 
Filieatn tt, aecompanying copy of @ dospateh, Nox 293 of the wor, October, 
Golcating the conditions incor which the advanco of L3.000L woe see the Persian 
Fovetnmont on the 2th October. Tam also to enclose a sone ee telegram which 
has been sont to. Sir W. Townley tocay,t regarding. the wool geo under which the 
Provont 15,0001, is advanced 

jon have already beon furnislied with copies of Sir W. Townley’s tel 
No. 605 of the 24th insta ings the grounds for advancing the money without 
further delay, 

Tam, &. 


LOUIS MALLET, 








[49301] No. 253, 
Foreign Ofice to Dircetor of Mititary Operations. 


.__ THE Under Secretary of State for Forel Prosents his compliments to the 
Director of Military. Operations, and hastthe Longue ca acknowledge the receipt of his 
Communication of the 18th instant respecting the Trans-Poreian Keilway project 

| ePY of a keply dated tho 23rd November, 1019, which lee Looe ee ig Sir 
W. Garsti is ttansmitied herewith forthe information of the epee Stafl 

sd aeeey Willweleome any expression of views on the subjent fn tho General 
Stoll and trusts that he may bo furnished with them inde oo 


Foreign Office, November 26, 1912. 





* No. 203, t No. 251, 
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[50585] No 254, 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Recaived November 21) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a leter from tho Foreign Secretary to tho 
Government of India, dated the SIst October, 1912, relative to import of unas ant 
ammunition by the new governor of Kerman, 


India Ofice, November 26, 1912, 
————— 


Enclosure 1 in No, 254, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Buahire, October 13, 1912, 

Phe ernrence to the comespondence ending with Foreign Department telegram 
dated the 19th January, 1912, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
Figrernment of Indi, copies of telegrams dated 11th and Ith October, 1912, which 
have passed between this office and His Majesty's Lagation with rogard to the importa. 
tion of arms and ammunition by the now Governor-General of Kerman, 


—————__—___ 


Enclosure 2 in No, 254, 


wiley to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P. Com, 
(Confidential, 
(reiseenhia) p. October 11, 1912, 
portation of 100,000 ronnds rifle ammunition and four 
e rifles with 2,600 cartridges, under proper guarantees ns regards payment and 
safe escort from the littoral, has beon accorded to the now Governor-General of 
Kerman, 
Colonel Haig has, T understand, undertaken to placo the order, and no doubt has 
advised you. ‘The magazino riflos and cartridges are extra to tho original requests 


<<< 


Enclosure 3 in No, 254, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
(Confidential,) 
(Telographic,) October 13, 1912, 
ARMS for Governor-General, Kerman, Ihave not heard from Haig, who iy now 
cat ef communication, Kindly inform me of total numbers s0 that Museat and Indig 
can be advised. 


‘Tho fact that 
into unauthorised hands en route to Shiraz 
iy that arrangements for safe conduct should be thorough, 
lressed Minister; repeated India by post.) 


—<——__ 


Enelosure 4 in No. 264, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Government of India. 
mfidential.) 
; Bushire, October 20, 1912. 
IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter dated the Lath 
October, 1912, Thave the honour to forward, for the information ofthe Goverment 
[1591] 2y 
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India, a copy of a tolegram dated the 17th October, 1912, which Lhave received f 
Hig Majesty’s Legation with regard to the importation of arms and ammunition by the 
new Governor-General of Kerman. s 
Thave, &c. 
PZ COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Enclosure 5 in No, 254. 
Sir W, Townley to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox, 


(Contest) 


‘Telegraphic,) October 
Your. telegram of the 13th October. ee 
{al umber aro contained in my elegram of the 11th October 
have already stipulated that all the conditions contained in yo ram und 
roply should be mado, including escort of earavan, ear er 





(50667) 


(yo, co) 80 Povey to Sir Bitoard Grey.—(Receeed November 27.) 


(Wolexeaphic.) Tehran, November 2. 
AY telegram No, G07 of 26th November ea 
Colonel of gendarmerie informs mo that officer in command at Shiraz roporte th 
ho hus been obliged to. withdraw posts recently established to the north af Shine: 
bhecause the Governor-General h built forts promised, He adds that officers of 
tho Shiraz contingent aro seriously considering ‘pres their resignations, ag 


dificultis of the situation are moro than they can cope with. Colonel lis enjoined 


spon them to bo patient. 
Vithdrawal of posts does not surprise me, as I considered the forward move 
promatary whence gu bute eae nara th orvard movement 
Govornor-Ceneral, ‘The latter has sent io a message throngh eistor of Assad to the 
allt that le must resign unless 20,000 tomanis are sont to him at once,” Suen there 
would have little importance coming from another man, but Mukhber is « differces 
type from most Persian officials, "am urging the treasurer-general to send the money, 
(Addrossed to the Foreign Office, No. 609 ; repeated to Shiraz, Bushire, and Tndia,) 





(60677) No. 256. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy.— (Received November 2: 
ey y Hdward Grey.— (Received November 27.) 
(elgraphie) 
YOUR telegram No. 618 of 12th October, 
Following from consul at Bushire, No, 273, of 27th November 


“Consul at Mohammerah has obtained from shoil ent i 

desired, giving British Government option overall lane se fiona a eae 
In sending the document, sheikh has at the same time writtten to ask that r 

on our part should give him a written undertaking to the ellect that British subfong 

will not be permitted to lease the said lands from anyone but himself, i 
{Tis Seoms to be unobjectionable, and a logical correlation of kis undertaking to 


46, aaah Is g that Tmay bo authorised by telegram to give him a written assurence 


Tehran, November 27, 1912, 
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(50680) No. 257. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 27.) 


St, Petersburgh, November 27, 1912, 

‘TED to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day views conveyed in your 

telegram No. 1281 of 25th November, and urged importance of Russian Government 
co-operating with us to reliove the financial strains of Persian Government, 

His Excellency argued that situation in Southern Persia was not so bad as it was 
represented in England, and said that, while His Majesty's Government, who had a 
Parliamentary majority behind them, might be in a position to guarantee or advance 
large loan, Russian Government could not overcome opposition of Duma. All that they 
could do would be to advance sun sufficient to enable Persian Government to carry 
fn for # mouth as soon as Julfa concession was granted. Ho hinted that wo might, 
if we wished, advanco further sum beyond our share in future joint advance for 
employment in Southern Persia, 





(50667) No. 258. 
Sir Edicard Grey to Sir W, Townley. 





[50757] No. 259. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Reeeived Noveniber 28.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street 
Sir, London, November 27, 1912, 
FROM mail advices to hand this week, we understand from our political officer, 
Dr. M.J. Young, that the Russian Government have appointed an agent to reside neat 
the Bakhtiari khans at their summer quarters to report on Bakhtiari affairs, 
Teannot say that such an appointment is dixeetly inimical to this company's 
s, but, ata the same time, I fear this appointment may, at some future date, 
upon our relations with the khans, 4 
igakhor is outside the Russian sphere, may I enquire whether the appoint= 
nient in question is of a tomporary or permanent character, and if it is being mado 
with the approval of His Majesty's Government ? 
Thave, &e. 
G. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 





(50869) No. 280, 


; Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived November 28.) 
O11. 
(Te hie) Tehran, Novomber 28, 1912, 
MY telegram No. 603 of 21st November. ie 
Continued prolongation of Ministerial uncertainty is creating political stagnation, 
nud_ may eanse serious consequences in the provinces when its influence comes to be 
felt ther Saad-ed-Dowleh seems to be quite unable to form Cabinet. ‘This is shown 
ly the fact that, afier suggesting that he should be made Prime Minister first and form 
Vis Cabinet afterwards, he yesterday sont. me message, for communication to. tho 
Russian Minister, asking for permission to make a coup d’7itat, for the success of which 
hie asked that Cossack brigade should be put at his disposal. We have answered that 
ve cannot even submit such a suggestion to our Governments. 
‘The delay has caused the present Cabinet to take heart of grace. Sansa is busy 
intriguing to get better men, such as Ain-ed-Dowleh, to join a reformed Cabinet, from 
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[fish all undesirablo and uscless members would be banished. He has also been in 
slcqraphic correspondence with Rogent with a view to gelting Himes ease toappoint 
Gaacl-ed-Dovsleh, and says that he has received answer ibat fe peag ee firm, and 
Minister se Will indueo him (the Regent) to nominate Saaded-Dowlch ag Bove 
1 think time has come to take some decided act 

be forced upon a reluctant people with or without d 
recognised that hi i 
working adi 
former political adversa 
something must be done 

‘ud:ed-Dowleh regardles 
‘unconstitutional, 
consequences 

or actson fo think that Russia may revive suggestion that young S 

declared of age, lut my previous objections to auch w coree nim ek aie pees 

ith ta buen informed on fairly good authority that-we ney be caf ed any day 
Tait t Hew Cabinet formed by Motamed-ul-Mulk; which will eonesiot a talents, T 
Sean tl Berson nanied taking. such a step, as he has renin ee assist 
Sad-od-Dowleh, though ho will not enter his Cabinet, hates surpriso may well be in 
tore | vl one could hardly blame authors of such a move, ac the existing 
situation is causing great uneasiness and apprehension, 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 


to recommend supportin, 
Such action would have’ to be 
jorder and possible undesirable 





(60805) No, 261, 
Hiautonant-Colonel Sir P. Cou to Sir Buivard Grey,— (Received November 28) 
(Telographic.) lushire, November 28, 1912 
FOLLOWING sent to Tebran : daa fe Nese, SEH1012 
“ (No, 1375 
+ Your telogram No. 274 of 26th Novembor. 
oe aying intimated officially lst night that obstructions now withdrawn 


and road opon, regimental and othor belated earn ve 
sil roo ntal and other belated caravans have now left, and wee of troops, 


(Addressed Minister ; repeated Simla and London.) 





(60468) No, 262) 
Sir Bdward Groy to Sir W. Townley, 
Foreign Ofice, November 28, 1912, 


igement as you contemplate in last paragraph 
by ‘hich Governor-General. would be 
e when money now at your disposal is 


8 wo cannot eo ro money indefinitely, 


(Repeated to St. Petorsbu 





[50886] No. 263. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 846.) 
Sir, 
a * Petersburgh, November 26, 1912 
rane fH roteronce to my telegram No, 450 of todayenne havethe hae 
Ferman fo gt roth ep sear fudenémoire which T have eeesived from the 
uss Govdrmnent om of the proposed advance to the Persian Goveram, 
and the nomination of Na ul-Mulk of Saad: ‘al-Dowleh as P He Mine Pia 
Thave, 


EORGE W, BUCHANAN, 


ee 2 


v7 


Enclosure in No, 263. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan. 


fon aide-mémoire du 9 (22) novembre courant, !Ambassade britannique 
nt Tidée que ls part active prise par le Cabinet de Londres & la question de la 
nomination de Saad-ed-Dowleh so trouve justifiée par le fait soul que cu aest pas sous 
sa présidence qu'll sera possible d'aviineer ‘mu Gouvernement persan In sommo nécosaire 
pour lui permettre d'attendre le moment quand i lui sera possible de conchure un grand 
emprunt. 
A win rege, Jo Gouvernemont: Tmpérial no saurat Acquiescer A ce point de vue, 
En proposant la candidature de Stad-el-Dovleh le Gouvernement russ avait en vue de 
erger en Perse un Gouvernement fort et stable qui seul serait A méme de fairo un dernier 
effort pour siuver ce pays en trin de se désorganiser; cest_un homme fort quo le 
Gouvernement russe cherchait pour le mettre d la téte du Gouvernement, et le seul 
homme en Perso répondant & ses exigences semble étre Saad-ed-Dowleh, Au point de 
du Gouvernement russe, Ia cliose la plus nécessaire 4 Ia Pores est davoir un 
Gouvernement qi r iement les affaires et sur lequel 


: isposor 
dune 90 mais il sagit 
dabord de créer un ‘argent. Le 
Gouvernement russ nent compte de la trés grande importance qu'a 
pour la Perse In question de mais il estimo que cette question ne pourra étre 
Ashattue quiaprds Ia formation d'un nowveau Cabinet A Téhétap, En eonsdquence, le 
Gouvernement Impérial considére qu'il est, indispensable de éparer, dstinotament Ia 
question de t de celle de la nomination de Saad-ed-Dowleh, eb, tout en se 
mbassaile sos considérations aw sujet do 
il propose d'envoyer sans plus de rotard des instruc: 
tions aux Ambassadeurs dela Grando-Bretugno et do Russie 4 Paris; los invitant 
deimander X Nasr-ul-Molk de charger Saad-ed-Dowleh de la formation du 
Dans le cas oft Sir Edward 
sens Iswolsky recevrait immédiatement des instructions 


istire Impérial dos Affaires Utrangdres no saurait trop insistor sur 
Timportanice de ne plus apporter de nouveaux retards A cette affuire ot de procéder sans 
ux pourparlers aveo Nusr-uleMolk, 


int-Pétersbourg, le 12 (25) novembre, 1912, 





[50967] No. 261. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived November 20.) 


THE Under-Seorstary of Stato for Tudia presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Sortary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
of State, copy of the undermentioned telegraphic correspondence with the 

Viceroy regarding language study in Por 


India Office, November 28, 1912. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 264. 
ernment of India to the Marquess of Creve. 


(Seoret.) November 2 : 

WE assume that, in accordance tructions in your tolegran of the 
7th instant, officers may be allowed to ¥ 11 Gulf ports, whore there are consular 
ollicers, for language study, on condition that they do not proceed inland without 


spccial sanction. 
(2391) Ba 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 
The Marquess of Crewe to Garernment of India, 
(Welographic.) P. India O fice, November 25, 112, 


‘RHHIS assumption made in your telegram of the 23rd November regarding. officers 
who go to Persia to study the language is correct. 





(60985) No. 205, 
India O fice to Foreign Office —(Received November 29.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India prosents his compliments to the Undere 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 28th November, 
1919, rogarding Luristan. 

India Ogio, November 29, 1912, 


losire in No, 265, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(Telegraphic.) P. November 28, 191: 

IN reply to your telegram regarding Luristan, dated the dOuk ultimo, it is 
finportant, we think, that we officer in touch with the tribes of this 
district, as it is possible that the Khoremabad-Mohammerah Railway may soon be 
Dogun, and Cox's suggestion ik recommended, that an officer should be posted to 
Diaful'to Koop in touch with the tribes; he would be on special duty, and would have 
no olfiefal ith 

Not coming the pay of the officer appointed, tho appointment, it is reckoned, 


would cost 20,000 rupees anu suit, with pay’ at about 13,000 rupeos for the 
incumbent, the total cost would amount to 39,000. rapecs per annum. We assume 
Hat the reasinry would follow the recognised principle, and. that half the cost would 
de borne by th ie 

ho vailway question apast, an extension of our influence in Luristan for political 
and commercial reasons has always seemed an object we of attainment. 





{51001} No. 266, 


Frettor communicated to Foreign Office hy Mr. I. 8. Bullock, CLE, 
November 29, 1912, 


My dear Mother, Tspahan November 7, 1912. 

1 HAVE, jt arrived hero safely, and. am hastening 0 write to you before the 

ish nail leaves. 
Thos the Reuter has wired details of my mishap, and of course you have been 
an us, Iam so sorry about it. Ihave not much time to write, so T will just give 
{you full details of what happened and leave all other particulars of my journey till my. 
next letter, 

At about 930 on the 28th October my party, including self, two muletecrs, 
Indian orderly, and Persian servant, were riding between Shelil and Dopulun, the 
latter place days’ march from Ispahan. We were about 5 miles from Dopulun, 
and had just entered a narrowish gorge, 1g in front, when suddenly a 
heavy fire was opened on us from a singar about 300 yards above. “Looking up, I saw 
twenty to thirty men. My orderly was wounded directly and fell off his mulo helpless. 
Tran back to hin and stood by him, Meanwhile the mileteers, who had rifles, replied 
to the fire and tried to drive the mules on, but both were wounded and. two mules also 
swore hit. ‘he robbers then came down and made prisoners of us, and proceeded to 
ike us all and mules away up the hill, leaving my orderly and one muleteer by the 
rondside, whore they were found next morning and taken into Dopulun, 


179 


As the robbers first behaved well I determined not to do anything, but avait 
eventualities. 

Soon afterwards, however, they began to beat my servant to hurry him on, and 
then one of them came up and struck me with his rifle. I knocked him down with 

s, and fora few minutes kept off threo or four more, Not having the pluck to 

the swines then picked up big stones and flung them at me until one winded 

me aud bowled me over. Before I could get up another came and hit me over the 
head with the butt of his rifle, and the wound bled badly. tried to run for it, but it 
swas getting dark and Twas half dazed ; my foot caught in a scrub and I came down, 
‘Phoy then closed in and beat and dragged’ me along for about two miles, There thoy 
halted fora bit and debated what to do. I eould understand their language. Some 

‘ed to shoot mo and were constantly covering me with their rifles, One wanted to 
barn me alive! Eventually, for some astonishing reason, they cleared off altogether, 
Jeaving me and my Persian servant and four Persian peasants they had captured and 
looted the day previous. 

It was now about 8 rat, and the cold was terrible. Thad only a thin khaki shirt 
and riding breeches, both soaked in blood; shoes, stockings, coat—everything else 

way. Fora whole night we remained where we were, and tried to 
m by burning scrub and clustering around it. 

Early next morning we set out in the direction we guessed to be that of Dopulun, 
‘The whole way our feet were cut by thorns and stones. It was awful, After going 
about 4 miles we sighted a small village—that of Gandun Kar, When the people saw 
us they came ont with shoes and water, and took us to their houses, 

¥y were utterly wild, but behaved well, washed our wounds (imino I won't call 
wounds—only a cut and a fow bruises), and fed us, One of them set off to Ispahan 
with a note from me to the consul-general, whore he arrived in threo day’, though it is 
six days’ journey. ‘Two days we remained in Gandun Kar. ‘Then mules wore sent 
from Dopulun, 6 miles off, where wo (Golf, servant, and one muletect) stopped for 
nother two days with two clerks in charge of the bridge over the Karun River there, 
A very pris existence ! 

‘Thon my letter {o Ispaban began to 
from tho Sardar-ivJang, one of the chiefs of the Bakh 
20 oid miles to a place called Shulunszar, where I arrived quite exhausted at the 
castle of Murtaza Guli K sin of the Sardar-i-Jang, one of the leading and richest 
of the Bakhtiari, a man who has travelled to London, Pais, &,, and who. really did 
‘me well and gave me good food, which was what I specially wanted. 1 rested thera 
tho next wy after Murtaza Guli Khan drove ae another 15 miles in an 
antiquated. victori wwe of tho Sardar-i-Jang. This man is, of course, a 
notability in Persia, and supposed to be Persia's strongest man, Hence his. presenco 
in these parts, which, since his coming, were erroneously supposed 10. bo utterly safe. 
Along the whole road no one had breathed a word of danger; everyone had assured 

all was safe. ‘The Sardar-i-Jang was extremely kind to me, entertained mo to. his 
best, supplied ane with clothes and money, and assured me that all ny loves would 
be nade good. 
Nono of these Bakhtiari speak English, so my Persian had excellent practic 
_ From Bah Kard, the palace of the Sardar-iJang, drove into Ispahian in a vietoria, 
4 jonmney of three days, not without minor adventures. I can't write more; the post 
is just going. 1 continue my next letter from here next. week, Don't be anxious. 
We havo all arrived safely, and the wounded are in hospital and reported to be likely 
to recover quickly. My own cuts and bruises are just going to be attended to. ‘They 
are nothing, but I shall always resemble Uncle Georgie in having a big sear on my 


foreh 
His Excellency the Sardar-i-Jaffar, Governor of Ispahan, has just called here, and 
Thad an interview with him. 


‘The consul-general, Mr. Graham, is kindness itself, 
Best love to all. I'm wiring to you. 


arly of horsemen arrived 
i, h whom I rode 


Your loving son, 
BOBBIE. 
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[51005] No. 267, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 29,) 


ae 613.) 

‘dlegraphic) R, Tehran, November 29, 1912, 
HY telegram No, 608 of 26th November and Sir P. Cox's telegram to you yesterday. 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Bushire : 
peurayan coming from Bushire was attacked on 27th November between Miakotal 


{24 Dastarjin. | Ono of the local riflemen reported killed and seven loads belonging, 
to Sassoon carried off. Robbers believed tu have been Surklis:” 





(61025) No. 268. 
Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received November 29.) 


St, Petersburgh, November 29, 1912, 
telegram No, 451 bth Ne nber. 

Minister for oreign Affairs has written saying that he has received a tele 
from Russian Minister at ‘Tehran stating that ng carried on against 
Saud with renewed vigour, nnd that Saad is beginning to lose groond,” He 

considers that it ato if a delay in solution of this 

ft question were to cause pl Governments to fail, such plan 

being the only one which in his Excelleney’s option ean contribute to re‘establishing 

order in Minister for Foreign Affairs therefore reiterates the arguments set 

nentioned telegram, and expresses. the hope that you will consent 

ly to separate cuestion of Saatl's appointment from that of advance to Percia: bat 

that yon will abovo all instruct His Majesy's representative at Paris without, dolgy to 

eoneert with Russian Ambassador in Paris aa to the commngisctee ean co to 
oxen, 





(60869) No. 269, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
{Ne 1309.) 
(Polesraphic,) Foreign Office, November 29, 1912. 
MY telegram No. 697 of to-day to Sir W. Townley, 
You should communicate substance to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 





150869) No. 270, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


iy O07.) 
‘Tolosrap hiv.) Foreign Ogice, November ¥ 
YOUR tologram No, 611 of 28th November, 72" OF 
Our solo reason for fi 
to offor the best chian a stable Gove which would have justified 
us it making a subs lary advance in anticipation of a loan. 
We did! not feol justitied in suggesting Saad-ed-Dowleh to the Regent unless wo were 


iid-ed-Dowleh was that itseemed 


he same time, to give a promise of financial assistance, You will have seee 

telegrams that the Russian Government were unable to agreo 

in. any ease, wo could not have proceeded furthor in the matter, but 

{ous information makes it clear that Saad-ed-Dowleh could only be imposed on Persia 
by foree, a thing to which we could not be a party. 

You should direct your endeavours towards encouraging, in concert with your 
Russian colleague, the formation of a sound working administration on other lives: 

T shall resume: ‘ours to perstiade the Russian Government to agree to a 
joint advance, ander, proper conditions, if I am satisfied that a strong ant elicient 
aduinistration is established. ; 

1 entirely approve your reply to Snad-ed-Dowloh’s suggestion of a eoup d'Etat. 

(lepeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1308.) 
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[44193] No. 271. 
Foreign Office to Consul-General Lorimer. 


gee) Poreign Office, November 

"TAM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you the threo companying: 
copies of a despatch, dated the 9th October, 1912, from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran, respecting the position of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's wells in tho 

neighbourhood of KasriShivin * oe. . 
Tara to instruct you to request Mr. Soane to be 80 good as to indicate on his map, 
he can asceriain from the records in your custody and from the map prepared 
2, the lines of the mediating commissioners, of the Turkish delegate, and of the 

n delegate respectively, 
Tam, &e. 


LOUIS MALLET. 





{49170} No. 272. 


Foreign Office to Mr, Greentoay, 
Jonfidential, 
s ] Foreign Office, November 20, 1912, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowlodgo thi receipt of yout loiter 
Gth instant in which you ask for guidance regarding tho advisab 
an early dato, a representative of the Porsian Railways Syndicat 
a in Order to pros forward the negotiations now pending between tho syndicate 
and tho Persian Government. 
Sir B. Grey has had. the whole ques terest under careful 
eration, aud he has arrived at the con the most expodiont and 
le course is to concentrate in the first instance on tho concession for the 
merali-Khoremabad line. 
le he recognises the claim of your syndieato to promote further developmonts 
'y construction in due course, he is lod to believe that, if This Majesty's 
t svere to press at this stage for more extensive concessions in tho noutral 
sphere of Porsia, the Russian Goverument might advanco corresponding claims, which 
ld not. improbably give rise to difficulty and delay in furthering your moro 
0 interests, 
i ving the case, Sir F, Grey would recommend that the Mohammorah= 
bad concession should be pushed in priority to all others; in. thos 
ances, and at this juncture, he dos not think it necessary for you to send a 
special representative to Tehran, 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





[49483] No. 273, 


Foreign Offeo to Mr, Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1912, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that a telegram lias 
ed from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran respecting the Kerman 
concession 
W. Townley states that he informed the Persian Ministor for Roreign Affins 
Tecently that His Majesty’s Government attached great importance to this concession 
ing granted to the British applicants, who were about to reuow their request. 
ister for Foreign Affairs, who appeared to be well informed of the nature 
of the concession, promised to look’ the matter up, and spoke hopefully about. the 
Prospects of success, 
Sir W. Townley adds that he could not specify details, as Mr. Wood has two 
rafts of the concession which do not tally; but that that gentleman had enquired 
from you hy telegraph which was the version to work on, 


Aa * No. 78, 





182 


Mr. Wood had subsequently seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who gave him 
to understand that much would depend on the willingness of your syndicate to carry 
out the orignal promise of a loan of 100,000. to the Persian Government, or, better 
still, to increase the offer. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(51829) No. 274. 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


MR. GREENWAY called this afternoon and said he had received our letter of 
to-day’s date (copy annoxed)* respecting railway concessions in Persia, 

Hie suid that he secognised tat see ete hed, to concentrate on 
securing the Mohiammerah-Khor ie in the first instance, and he showed 
me a telegram he proposed to dispatch to Mr. Wood, who is their acting. agent at 
‘Tehran. 

Ho said, however, that he was rather inclined to think that it would be wise for 
tho syndicate to send out a representative to Tehran, ax Mr. Wood seemed to be fully 
occupied with other work, and not to be showing a very intelligent appreciation of the 
interests of the syndicate; moreover, he was employing a Porsian, whiom Mr. Greenway 
did not regan as altogether trustworthy. Ho (Mr. Greenway) would therefore propose 

n, Who had formerly heen employed hy His Majesty's 
ment in Porsia, and afterwards was secretary to the Persian ‘Transport Compan 
ho had recently left owing to disagr ent with the methods of Mr. Ly: 

sted to Mr, Greenway that he should write proposing this course to the Foreign 
Office, and that an answer would he sent. to him with as little delay as possible. He 
nigroed. 

Ho then said that he hoped that Sir E. Grey would look upon the interest of the 


Porsian Railways Syndicato in othor lines in the neutral sphere as being deferred. and 
not abandoned ; is to wero not anxious to work any lines they might 
eventual ich would be projudicial to the interests of the Trans 

y would willingly be guided by the wishes of His Majesty's 
Govornment in regard to any further developn n railway construction, but that 
they hoped they would not seo their interests transferred to other parties, 

Ttold him that T was sure that this attitude would Le appreciated, and that the 
fact that his syndicate was much inter railway es in the neutral sphere 
of Persia would not be overlooked, i fied. 

roonway has beliaved very well in this matter. 

He is going to send iis copies of tel ‘and from Mr. Wood, including one 
to be vont to-morroyy, and pendin, tof his letter Ido not think’it is necessary 
to send any further instructions to Bir W. ‘Townley, 

Ho then spoke of the Kerman mining concession; but I have recorded this 
conversation in a separate minute, 

A. P. 

Poreign Office, November 20, 1912, 





(51207) No. 


x Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 
fo. 463.) 
cloxraphic,) Tt St, Petersburgh, November 30, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 697 of 20th November to Tehran. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked that when you talked together at Balmoral 
about Saad’s appointment no mention was made of it being conditional on an advance, 
thongh the question of future loan was dis din general terms. 

He bexged to assure you that Russia had no intention of supporting a coup d’litat 
in Saad's favour, and he quite agreed that the two Ministers should keep in constant 
contact and consult together on the situation. He only begged me that you would 
have patience with regard to the loan, as he could not do anything till the arrival of 


© Seo No. 273, 
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Russian representative of Comité d'Etudes, who was hopeful on the subject; if Julfa 
concession were granted he would arrange small advance, 

Referring to the situation in South Persia, he said that customs receipts there for 
last tivelve months show, according to the official returns, an increase of over 
1,000,000 krans. 





(50677) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 698.) 

(Telographic.)R, Foreign Ofice, November 30, 1912 
YOUR telegram No. 610 of 27th November: Khor Mu Y 
Last paragraph might bring us into conflict with Porsian Government. Tt vill 

sullico tovsay that no British subject will ho allowed to lease tho lands without the 

approval of the sheikh and His Majesty's Government, 





[49667] No. 877. 
Foreign Ofice to Treasury, 


Sir, Poreign Office, November 30, 1912. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to furnish, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury, particulars regarding the recent 
ailvances to the Persian Government, 

In a letter of the Ist May their Lordships agreed to a further advance of 100,0002,, 
of which 50,0001. was to be provided by tho Imperial Government in such instalments 
and at such times as the Secretary of State might wish, and a sum of 25,0001, was 
transforred to the diplomatic vote as a first instalment, 

In order that the Persian gendarmerio in the neighbourhood of Shitwz should not 

funds, a sum of 25,0001, was placed at. the disposal of lis 

August last, one-lalf of which was provided by the Government 

and an advance of 10,000. was forthwith made to the Persian Government, 

2th October His Majesty's Minister, acting on instructions from tho Secretary 

of Stato, placed the balance of 15,0001. to the credit of the treasurer-goneral,, on 

lition that this money should be spent on the requirements of the gendarmerie in 
the province of Fars, 

Interest has already been received on the advances made up to and including the 
wonth of August, and the further adyanco was mado on the same conditions as rogards 
oth security and interest. 

On the 5th instant Sir W. Townley reported that the new Governor-Ceneral of 

Fars required 6,001. a-month to mect the expenses of his administration ; that tho 
of his mission was problematical, but that its failure was. eortain Af le souk 


ot rely on sufficient funds ; in normal times the revenues were estimated to produce 
150,001. a-year, and, should the Governor-General succeed in restoring order, they 
‘would more than suffice to produce the sum required in afew months, Sir W. Townley 


‘vided that the want of money. was urgent, and that the futuro of the situation largely 

‘lepended upon whether it could be found or not. 

On this it was decided, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, to 

Kea further joint advance of 15,000L, in order to provide 6,000l. a-month for. {wo 

alf months, and this sum has accordingly been placed at Sir W. Townley's 
‘lisposal for that purpose on the same conditions as the previous advances, 

There remains in hand to the credit of the diplomatic vote a sum of 5,0001, out of 
the 25,0001. which was paid in on the Ist May, bosides the 25,000L which their 
Londéhips agreed to advance in, addition, so that 30,0001 are still available, or a total 
Sun of 60,0001, including the moiety to be supplied by the Government of India. 

Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLE, 
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[51226] No, 278. 


Minute by Mr. Parker. 


Mr. GREENWAY called on the 29th November and brought with him the draft 

“gra hie proposed, subject to. the concurrence of the Forcign Office, to 

Sond to Mr: Wood, his representative at ‘Tehran, in reply to a telogrars abort ike 
Kerman mining concession, 

(ho. Ast of Mr: Wood's telegram was that the Persian Government would agree to 

Frayer mining concession in the British sphere provided Mr. Greenway, aod hie 

Friends would agree to their original proposal of making a loan of 100,00L oy possibly, 


in his draft reply, proposed to agree to these terms; but he had 

fo the effect that Mz. Wood should try to get included in the 
Soke ne Teta Tights on the littoral and islands ofthe Persian Gulf. Mr. Greenvray 
Asked! me if there was any objection to this sentence, which Mr, Strick whe ee 
member of Mr. Green i dicate, anxious to get included. T said 
thought iw cate matters considerably, and that 1 thoug 

out, Thad intorests, and T thought it mi 

cause a good deal of trouble. Mr Greenway finally said that he would send a 
the telegram to the Foreigit Ofice hefore sending it of, 60 that we eould wel nes 
considered ropl 
sn deeqald bit» wo had liad a telogram from Sir W, ‘Townley saying that Afr, Wood was 
in doulit which of two drafts it was desired that ho shoul got the Pewan cece 
Healt ceeseh, MMrs Greenway said’ he did not understand: how Mr. Wend, gees 
Healt nus o iw procatious condition, could have any doubt on tie aubseny Wae 
would enlighten hin 


Voreign Office, November 0, 19) 





(61210) No, 279, 


No, 4g,) 1" O: Buchanan to Sir award Grey.—(Reccived December 1.) 
(NMogrt ) R, burgh, December 1, 1912. 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 1221 of 13th Novem) 5 of 20th November, 
Memorandum received fro ment states that they. entirely 
fagreo with His Majesty’ it would not be sufficient to place nt the 
head of Persian Gove © and uetive man like Saad without providing 
ment with funds to undertake the necessary reforn Government 
der that it will be necessary to help Persia to conc 
{000,0001, An advance such as that proposed by His Maje nt would 
only lelay tho conelusion.of tho largo oan, aud, moreover, itusetin Geran oy aro 
tials {0 advaneo to Persian Goverament the considerable sum euguestal: 
the only way to meet 
is toh has possible conclu 
between that Government aud Société d'Etudes of the trans-Pa 
Governmont nndorstand that soci addy. chos 
shortly to Tebian in order to negotiate with Porsian ¢ 
mr secitting the option to cor 
prelimin 
1 that those ropreson 
offered biy Porsia, and would not 
Russia or Great Bi 
and to advance 


railway and per 

ge loan for Pers 
d with the guarantees 
y to insist on any guarantees from 
; then probably undertake to float a loan 
i certain sum tothe Persian Government, Russian 
Government there that Sir F. Bertio. and Russian Ambassador at 
fits should bo instructed to uso their inluone with the directors of the cates vite 
# Aiew to hastening, as much as possible departure of their representatives: for 
atta jg ueunwhile Russian Government aro ready, a8 soon as Juda Talis eo 
TL eoneheiatsh to ake an advance to Porsia which will enable her to eenry oa 
Tare Of le arrangement with the sovist. Finally they express hore thet 

Bertie may be instructed as set forth above 
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[51232] No. 280, 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decomber 2.) 
(No. 1004.) 


Sir, Constantinople, November 28, 1912, 

" WITH reference to Tehran telegram No, 581 of the 6th instant, I have the 
honour to report that it would appear from a telegram recently addressed by the 
Governor-General of Azerbaijan to the Ministry of Foreign Affuits at ‘Tehran, the 
substance of which as been communicated to me by my Persian colleague, that 
the following places in the contested zone have now been evacuated by the Turkish 
troops, viz — 

Sulduz, Lahidjan, Pasvé, Mergan (of the Mangours), Serdesht, and Bané, 


The telegram further states that a goneral amnesty has beon proclaimed by the 
Persian Government, and that the latter have dlnpatched Teutenant-govemors to take 
charge of the plices in question, also that tho chiaft of the various tribes inhabiting 
those districts are now at Soujboulak, and have declared their readiness to serve under 
Persian rule. + 

Tt iy also stated in this telogram that the district of Hodery with certain villages 
adjacent to the Salmas plain, viz., Silay, Yezdikhan, Serkitavan’ Karvian, and Orman, 
together with others of which the names are not given, have likewise been evacuated by. 
the Turkish troops, and that a Persian dotachment has been sent inthe discetion oF 
Chehrik for the purpose of taking possession of them, i, 

On the other hand the Peron. Atbassadoe has buon informed by the Persian 
consul at’ Bayezid that while certain places situated in that part of the frontior have beon 
evacuated by the Turkish troops, the villages of Kazli Gheul, Bulak Bashi, and Neftou 
still remain in the possession of the latter, 

Thave, ke. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





(51471) No. 281. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 2.) 


R. Teliran, December 2, 1912, 
Hed on me to-day, He asked mo to express his gratitude 

House of Commons as telegraphed out hero. 
ard from St. Petersburgh that it was stated at tho 
of Foreign Affairs that it was roported from London that he had 
out Mohainmed Ali Mirza in such a way as to givo an impression 
ading up to question of the ex-Shah’s return, Ho asked ane to correct 


ugly do 80, for excellent reason that we had neither of ws 
mentioned name of ex-Shah. I added that it seemed to me improbablo that story 
could have reached his informant from an official source i 
He complained greatly of the intrigues against himself, but for obvious reason I 
Kept carefully to generalities respecting the present political situation, 
t to St, Petersburgh ) 





(61472) No, 282, 


(0.15) 51” W Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received December 2) 
(elegraphio) R. 

YOUR telegram No, 697 of 29th November, 

Alister for Foreign Affairs called on Russian Minister and myself to-day, 
He proposed to both of us, thit itis desirable that present. Government should bo 
sco ititned or changed, but he insisted on fact hat Suud-ed-Dovleh is. not 
in Choe anyone, though he thought that it might bo possible to offer him a seat 
of sntmaet, is Highness assured me that he is not animated by any persoua feelings 
f animosity towards Soad-ed-Dowleh, but merely had voiced public opinion in eayiag 

(i591) 3B 


Tehran, Decomber 2, 1912, 
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that he is unacceptable as Prime Minister. He declared that he could count upon 
co-operation of all best men in Persia at a day's notice if required. He added that 
Cabinet had determined to resist to their utmost any attempt to impose Saad-ed- 
Dovwlh upon country until the assembling of Medjliss, to whom they could present 
their resignation. eit hee 

Russian colleague having received no instructions to change his attitude, T 
confined myself to informing the Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's 
Government were considering situation, and that there was no intention of foreing him 
upon Persian people. 

(Gont to St. Petersburgh.) 





(51473) Noe 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdieard Grey.—(Received December ®.) 
(No, 616.) 
{ieiegehien Tehran, December 2, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 694 of 27th November. 

T havo informed Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government have 

ted me to advance further sum of 15,000). to Persian Government for financial 
requirements of Government of Fars. I added that I had arranged with, treasurer: 
oneral that this money should be placed in a separate account at the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, and that it could only be drawn upon for expenditure agreed on between the 
Gorthar General, tuo British consul, and the financial agent after treasurer-goneral 
‘and Thad compared notes and sanctioned such expenditure. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed his gratitude for this further mark of 
goodwill on the part of His Majesty's Government, and. said he was convinced that 
Hfukliber would be enabled to succeed by means of this timely financial assistance. 
Hosagreed to, suggested. arrangement, adding that ho know that all possible offorts 
would be mado not to wound Persian susceptibilities. 





51470) Spe 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 407. 
(Helographic.) BR. St, Petersburgh, December 2, 1912. 

YOUR tologtam No. O07 of 20th Novemberto Tohran and my telegram No, 463 
‘of 80th November. 

‘Aidemémoiré from Russian Government states that thoy think it, would be 
romature to consider case of Saad as Tost. It is only natural that Sand, who left 

more than three years ago and who hag evidently lost touch with political 

should encounter numerous. difficulties in his attempts to form a Cabinet, not 
to mention. opposition he meets with from other politicians who also aspire to office, 
Dut whose rotten to power does not seem acceptablo in view of thoir inability to restore 
order—an inability of which they have all successively given proof of late years. 

TRuevian Government consite that all opposition to Saad will rapidly cease. once 
the Regent's consent fo his appointment is obtained ; in their opinion the intrigues 
nov carried on in ‘Tehran ate entirely due to regrettable delay in solution of this 
question, ‘This is also the opinion of Russian Minister at Tebran. 

‘As to the coup d'Etat proposed by Saad, fact of his having consulted two 
Ministers before taking any action proves conclusively that he is faithful to his 
promise only to act in concert with the British and Russian Governments, and that he 
therefore deserves their full confidence, 

Thissian Government, in view of above and of entire lack of other statesmen m 
Persia on whom it ig possible to rely, seo positively no other solution, except the one 
twice proposed by them, viz. to urge appointment of Saad on the Regent. 

Russian Government expressed fear that, if question of formation of a Cabinet be 
furtlior delayed, a very serious situation will arise in Persia, which may be cause of 
results equally regrettable for Bri 

Persian Minister, who came to see me yesterday, also expressed opinion that Saad 
‘was the only man available who was strong enough to deal with the present situation, 
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[51207] No. 285, 


(to. 1817) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


(Telegraphiie.) 
YOUR telegram No, 409 of 30th Novomber 
tussian Ambassador to-day that I did not go back hi i 
Balmoral. If Saad-ed-Dovleh became Rogent or Prine Minisior T sinuld wot soi 


= objections, but my information was that he could only be i 
Qo ation ly be imposed on. Persi 
aad maintained by foes. Iti thoroforo not a question of ay agrecng 0 Reade 
wleh's appointment, but of my being asked to co-operate in force oF a coup distal to 
appoint him, and this Teould not do. T suggested that Russian and British Ministors 
onli vise what was the best Government that Persians could be got 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 700.) 


Foreign Office, December 2, 1912 





[50183] No. 286, 


Foreign Offeo to India Office, 
Sir, 
ito Poreign Office, D 2, 1912, 
seer TH retarence to yout Ioter of the 2nd Suvlonber adie Tia diet 
Stertny, Sip. Grey to transmit to you two Tellers from the Porson Ralivaya 
epee He Wg ate dof ine @efe contact with the Pesan Government 

Sir E. Grey would bo glad to be furnished with 
of Crewe on the elanse as ally amended, 
n receipt of yc y, tel ie it ic il i 
Minin espe of your reply, telegraphic instructions will be issued to. his Majesty's 


th observations of the Marquoss 


Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





(51599) No, 287, 


Mr. Greenrcay to Poreign Ofice.—(Received December 3,) 


Dear Sir, Winatester Hous, Qld Broa Stet, 

"TH ret ee ecomber 2, 1912, : 
with WITH zeferuneo to my, conversation with Mr. Parker on Fray lati comoet 
THU the negotiations now in progress for a mining eoneestion in Persia, og vo 
Sbload ale of the ‘telegram which I propose, sending to Mr. Wood, and. shail. bo 

you will lot me know as soon a8 possible if it meets with your'approval, 
Thayo, & 
. GREENWAY, 


ee 


Enclosure in No, 287, 


Draft Telegram. 
MINING concession, 
in pAYS.agtee to loan (viz, 100,000 at par at 5 por cent. por annum interest) ofered 
ii Proceo leter, subject to valid first charg belng given on Pomian Gores ne 
staresand share of profits and other interests in’ Anglo-Perian ‘Oil Comparnend 
bj wal British Legation ; we cannot i nt . 
teu 2 fidgp orm, agreement enclosed in your lolierof 13th Newent” 
tuse quoted for article 4. Area toquirel i ch 
jamely straight line drawn from Yezlichast due south to gy 
Bisjand, from Bitjand due south to point. parallel with 
<xcluding 40 miles tora, but if pou inclute ioral 
w leased to Stricks, who approve incorporation with orton 
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(61596) No. 288. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office.—(Reeeived December 3,) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Stree, 


Sir, London, December 2, 1912, 
WITH reference to my conversation with Mr. Parker on Friday last in connection 


with the negotiations now in progress for railways in Persia, I beg to enclose copy of , 


telegram" which T have to-day dispatched to Mr. Wood 
Thave, &e. 
C. GREENWAY, 


Enclosure in No, 288. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Mr. Wood (Teliran). 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
(Melegraphic,) London, December 2, 1912, 

REBERRING to your telegram 18th. 

Cannot answer question 1 unless Persian Governmont can state approximate cost 
protective force and subsidies payable local chief. Remaining question obviously 
impossible answer before survey completed. You may pay expense up to 1,000, 
on signing contract. If necessary, vou can meantime accept coutract for Mobamerah= 
Khoremabad, only reserving other line for subsequent contract, 





(51605) No, 289, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decomber 3.) 

(No. 617.) 
‘Volomraphicy) 
NOMAVMURAT-KHOREMABAD Rath 4 
Th the courso of a conversation yesterday’ Minister for Foreign Affairs assured 
mo that the concession for railw practically. granted. he Ministers had 
agreed to xive tivo railway concessions, and all that was now required is the final 
sanction of the Cabinot, which would be given in a few days. : 

1 replied that His Majesty's Government would be much pleased if I could be 
assured in writing that the concessions would be granted. Final details could. ea 
Taaid, be urranged whon once concession had been definitely given, 


‘Tehran, December 3, 1912. 





(61473) No. 290, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 701.) 
ft siuphic.) Ry Foreign Ofice, December 3, 1912. 

YOUR ‘telogeam No. 616 of 2ud December and ray telegram No. 695 of 28th 
November, 

T hope you will ho able to come to some arrangement by which the Governor- 
Goneral will be assurod of an income of at least 6,002. a-month independently of doles 
from is Majesty's Government. In view of the importance to ns and to the Persian 
Government of securing order in the south, this is a matter which I should like you 
to press, 





ctl felggrams is in reply to one from Mr. Wood in the seuse of Sir W. Townley's telogram No, 600 
of Noveuber 20,19) 
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151479] No. 291. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 1321.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, December 3, 1912, 

NOUR, telegram No. 407 of 2nd December and Sir W, Tovynloy’s talogram 
No. 615 of 2ud December repeated to you, 

Regent will certainly refuse to appoint Saad-ed-Dowleh on ground that his 
unpopularity will eause revolt. ‘To this we shall havo no answer, as itis confirmed ip 
our information from Tehran, If appointed, it. would apparently be necessary to 
support him by force against Persian feeling. “Tam sure Itussian Minister for Worelge 
AMlairs does not desire to produce this situation, Twould suggest that British: toa 
Russian Ministers at Tehran should be asked for their opinion and advice as to when 

best and most practicable method immodiately possible of forming a stronger Contral 
Government. "Ono that ineludes Saad-ed-Dowleh, though not as Primo Minter, seems 
‘ono possible solution, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No.702.) 





{51210} No. 292. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 1322, 
(Telegraphic.) Ry Foreign Office, December 3, 1919, 
YOUR telegram No, 466 of 1st Decomb 
‘The two Governm: 


Instalments to be adva 
(Gulfa and Mob 
8 of the société aro proceeding to 


Tehran is quite s¢ n—=80, at least, I understood from 
Lord Revelstoke, 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 703.) 





{51699} No. 203, 


etry Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived December 4,) 
No. 355, 
St. Petersburgh, December 1, 1912, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 446 of the 30th ultimo, I have the hoary to 
{ranamit to you herewith capy of a further aide-mémoire which I have received trons 
tho Russian Government on the subject of tho proposed advance to the Persian 
Government and the concession for Julfa~Tabriz, railway. 
Thavo, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


—$_______ 
Enclosure in No. 293, 


Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan. 


TE Gouvernement Iinpérial partage entidromont Vavis do Sir Edward Grey oxposs 
dans les aido-mémoire de PAmbassade britannique en date du 1# (I) of (0) 
uovembre courant, qu'il ne sullirait_ pas de placer 4 la téte du Gouv 


; : 1 vernemiont persan un 
Hone cae st actif tol que Saad-edDovleh, mais qu'il faudrait en méme tangs 
[1591 c 
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mettro A la disposition dudit Gouvernement une somme suffisante pour procéder sans: 
plus de délai i la réalisation des réformes nécessaires. Le Gouvernement Impérial a 
‘eu maintes fois l'occasion d’exprimer l’opinion que pour aider la Perse a sortir de la 
situation précaire dans laquelle elle se trouve il faut disposer d’une sommo con- 
sidérable, 6valuée approximativement & 5,000,002, ou 6,000,000L.; le Gouvernement 
russe no voit actuellement pas de raison pour se départir de ce point de vue. Par 
conséquent, le but prinefpal des deux Gouvernements doit étre diaider Ia Perse & 
Goncluro un emprunt do co montant. Des avances. dans Te genro do ealles ani ont és 
faitos au Gouvernement persan & plusiours reprises par Ta Russie et la Grande- 
Bretagne, ot méme des avances plus considérables comme celle que propose Sir 
Edward Grey, 1 ‘ent produire Veffet désirable et n'auraient pour conséquence 
qu "ddans la conclusion d'un grand emprunt, car le Gouvernement persan, 
muni d'une somme de 1,000,001, ne manquerait probablement pas, comme de 
coutume, de trainer Yaffaire en longucur. En outre, le Gouvernement Impérial, pour 
’ eu occasion d'expliquer & I’Ambassade, se voit A son regret 
4 Ja Perse des ava 
nement Impérial continue & 
besoins dit Gouvernement pors 
arrangement entre co Gouvernement et la Société 
persan, Dlaprés les données, dont dispose le 
aces aurait défi. désigné ses représentants, qui doivent se rendre ‘sous pew & 
‘Shéran pour entamer dos pourparlers avee le Ministéxe persan, avec Pappui des deux 
Idgations, pour obtenir Voption pour Ia construction dudit chemin de fer, ainsi que In 
permission dentreprendre les travaux. pré en, proposant en échange a la 
PorseVurrangementda grant emprunt, Ty 9 tout ie despérer qu cs représentants 
ne manqueront, pas le constater Ia solidité des garanties que la Perse peut offrir, et 
Vinutilité d'insister sur des garanties queleonques de Ja part de Ia Russie et de la 
Grande-Brotagne. Co point essentiel uno fois établi, les financiers u’hésiteront 
probablement plus & se charger de l'émission de Yemprunt et de mettre immédiate- 
mont & li disposition du Gouyernem considérable. 
Ts'agit done d'aced bl es délégués de 
rable de charger M. Isvolsky et 
ntistration de Iadite wociété. 
i n 6,4 faire a Ia 
Porse une a 


ment Tmpérial se plait. & espérer que le Cabinet de Londres voudra 
(érations ci-dessus exposées et munir des instructions 





(51743) No. 204. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 


No. 618,) 
(elegraphie,) Teliran, December 4, 1912. 

T MUCH hope that it may be found possible to make a financial arrangement 
with the Imperial Bank of Persia such as that alluded to in your telegram No. 704 of 
3nl Decomber, provided that financial assistance given to Governor-General enables 
him to bring about an improved state of affairs in the province during the next three 
6 four months, 





(51871) 


No.a1) ih Ws Tomtey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 

(No, 619. 

(elegraphic) Teliran, December 4, 1912. 
TRAFFIC on the Tehran—Meshed road is interrupted by'Turkoman raiders. Meriton 

aminspector of Indo -graph Department, was captured and roughly handled 

near Miamel ys Oneof the Persian gholams accompanying hit, and also driver, 
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werekilled. He reached Miameh yesterday at 6r.at, Nelson and family, of the Imperial 
Punk of Persia, procseding to Meahed, is unable to continue Mii jouraey ayond 
Shabrud. 
J-general at Meshed suggests that Russian Minister should be asked to 
intervene with troops from gun-boat “Kabuz.” In report of his autumn tour which 
accompanied my despatch No. 233, British consul-general stated that he had acquired 
in proof that these raiders were, encouraged by Russian authorities. Russians 
may find themselves obliged to clear the road, but I deprecate a suggestion to do so 
coming from us. 

Local authorities declare themselves unable to assist. I am making representations 
to Persian Government. As they are powerless to render any efficacious assistance, Lam 
advising the bank manager to instruct Nelson to return here and go to Meshed via 
Resht and Trans-Caspian Railway. 





[51868] No, 296, 


(yo. 4roy 87% Bushman to Sir Batard Grey-—(Recised December 4.) 
(No. 470.) 
(Telographic.) R. St. Petersburgh, December 4, 1912, 
YOUR telegrams Nos, 1317 and 1921 of 2nd aud 3rd December. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he had no wish to impose Saad-ed-Dowleh 
by force, He would instruct Russian Minister to consult with Sir W. Townloy 
as to what was the best thing to be done, He thought that it might bo 
posible arrangement that Soad-ed-Dowleh should be mado tinister of the Intero 
He was the only man capable of making his personal influence felt and of restorin 
order out of the present disorder, Russian Government lind warned him beforo he loft 
Switzerland that he must not think that ho was going back to Persia as the pledge of 
v's return, and there was, his Excolleney declared, not the alightost danger of 
trying to bring back exShah should he be appointed Prime Minister, With a 
strong man like him in offico it might bo possible for Russia gradually to withdraw 
hor troops, but, so long as tho present stato of things continued, Russian occupation 
would have to be indefinitely prolonged, as it was only owing to presence of Russian 
troops that Russian trade was able to be carried on, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs also said that wo must tell Regent that he must either 
igt or roturn to Persia, as it was impossible to allow him to govern the country any 
longer from Paris. 





(51870) No. 297, 


(Xo, 472) Si" & Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reecived December 4.) 
0, 472, 
(Volegraphic), R. St, Petersburgh, December 4, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 1322 of 3rd December : Persia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs will, whon the two railway concessions are granted, 
try and obtain consent of Minister of Finance to an advance of 250,001. each, It 
would, however, be difficult, as the only fund on which he could draw was an annual 
vote of 1,000,0001., out of which he iad to mect all unforeseen expenditure not 
provided for in budget. 

His Excellency said that it had been settled, when he was at Paris, that groups 
composing the Société d’Etudes should send out two representatives euehi— cm to study 
the railway question and the other to report on financial resources of Persia, in ordee 
to discover what guarantees were availablo for large loan. He had now heard that 

clish group were drawing back and did not wish to send any representa: 
tives at all, owing, it was said, to their not having secured what they expocted 
from His Majesty's Government.” His Excclleney said that it would be deplorable 
if this was the case, as without an English represontative the others would accomplish 
Lothing, and the whole question of the lan would fall through, 
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(51596) No. 298, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(Sat) 
‘elegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 4 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 600 of 20th November: Mohammerah-Khoremabad line 
soa 2% has been instructed to sign contract.for Mohammerah line, reserving other 
lines for subsequent contract. Details asked for by Persian Government cannot be 
supplied at this stage, 





(51992) No. 299. 
Genny Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(Welographic,) Foreign Office, December 4, 1912. 


envay that immediate action is indispensable, and asks that 
tructed to press for grant of mining concession as there is every 
prospect of railway being granted. 


dou should strongly support application for mining concession excluding coast 
and Gulf islands, 


Greenway agrees to loan of 100,000. 





(51599) No. 300, 
Roreign Ofice to Mr. Greenreay, 
Sin, 

TAM directed by Secretary 
Totter of the 2nd instant, onclosing, for his draft of a telegram which 
You propose to address to Mr. Wood at ‘Tehran in connection with tho negotiations 

y frogrens for the acquisition by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company of a mining 
in Porsia, 
'o inform you in reply that Sir FE. Grey would profer that the words at the 
Inessage, “but if possible include littoral and gulf islands, including those 
1 to Stricks, who approve incorporation with our concession,” should be 
Omitted, and that this portion of the proposed concession should be made the subject 
‘of a soparato and later negotiation if desired. 
With this exception, Sir E. Grey sees no objection to the terms of the tol 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Forcgn Ofic, Deconber 4, 912. 
ledge the receipt of your 


logram. 





(52000) No. 301. 


. Minutes, 
Edward Grey, 


T SAW Lord Errington this evening. T explained to him that— 


1. We were discussing with the Russian Government the question of an advance 
to the Persian Government proliminary and preparatory to the question of a large loon, 
Te was possible that we, for an advance, might utilise the Imperial Bank for banking our 
advance and issuing instalments, He quite understood and agreed, 

As to the large loan, Lord Errington confirmed my recollection that we had 
agreed to Baring Bros. taking charge of it in England, and I said we hoped they would 
cousider Inporial Bank and Seligmann’s being admitted to participation. He agreed. 
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3. Tsaid the railway question was quite distinct from the questions of advances 
and loans, and I understood the delegate of the British group in the Société d'Etudes 
was going out to Tehran solely for railway purposes... He agreed. 


4 46) tounge AN 
Foreign Office, December 4, 1912, 


Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. mae 


Sir A. Nicolson, ; 
We have not yet answered the Imperial Bank, What do you wish us to say to 
them? 
LM. 


I would suggest that Sir J. Jackson be informed verbally that the wishes of 
his bank will be borne in mind, lve 





[51935] No. 302, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 6.) 


Dear Sir Louis Mallet, hor aura Ofte, Decembor 3, 1912, 

WITH reference’ to your call here the other day, I think that the Anglo: Persian 

Company have to somé extent produced a wrong impression in stating that they were 
negotiating with the Tucan Government an important contract for the supply of fut of 
for the railways of India, ‘They suggested early in this year to th Admiralty that it 
would materially facilitate the working of the company if the Government of Tudia wore 
to adoptoil fuel in substitution for coal on the State railways in Western India, and this 
suggestion was communicated by the Admiralty to this Office, On receiving. it wo asked 
the Admiralty if they cold obtain for us a report on tho suitability of Porn oil for fuel 
by one of the first authorities. ‘The Admiralty passed the request on to tho company, 
whoemployed Sir Boverton Redwood to draw up a report, after the necessary laboratory 
tests, on the question. On the 8th November we received from the Admiralty Sit Boverton 
Redwood's report dated 2rd October. ‘The correspondence is now being sent to the 
Government of India for their consideration, 

You will see, therefore, that so far as this Office is concerned there haye been no 
inset official negotintions with the company on the subject, As regards the Govornment 
‘of India, Teannot say that the question of adopting oil fuel has uot buen considered, but 
there have been, so far as I am aware, no negotiations with the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. Indeed, the question hardly seems ripe for the discussion of a contract, aa 
there are no locomotives in India fitted to use oil fuel, and in face of the genvral belief 
that the price of ol fuel will approciate greatly in the futureany auch change could only 
be decided on after the most careful consideration, Coal, it may be added, is very cheap 
nd plentiful in most parts of India, 

Yours sincerely, 
, W. HOLDERNESS, 





(51987) ~~ a No. 303. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Badtoard Grey.—(Received December 5.) 
(No. 620, 


(Telegraphic. Secret.) P. 

SAAD ED-DOWLEH, 

T have been requested by the Minister for Foreign hits to inform you that 
Saad-ed-Dowleh has now comitienced to intrigue in such w manner that grave disorders 
may result. ‘The authorities have tapped-a telegram from two well-known men in 
‘Tabriz in which there is: talk of the senders of the telegrams bringing an armed forco 
to Tehran to Saad's assistance. ‘The senders are well-known intriguers. ‘The story is 
confirmed by the Russian Minister, who says that the telegram was shown to. him 
by Saad in order. to prove how. popular he is in the provinces, 

(1591) 3D 


Tehran, December 5, 1912, 





194 


‘There is also. flitation proceeding between Saad and the leaders of the mujaheds, 
who returned to the eapital recently from the Kermanshah campaign, Thoy are bitterly 
hostile to the Bakhtiari horsemen, their Ite brothers-in-arma. ‘They number some 409 
armed men in Tehran to-day. 

Tam told by my Russian colleague that the clumsy way in which Sead bas 
garried out the business has evoked a reprimand from St. Petersburgh on the would-be 
Prime Minister, 





(51868) No. 304. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 

(No. 709.) : 
(Telographic.) R. ign Office, December 5, 1912, 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S tolegram No. 470 of 4th December 

‘The proposal that. Saad-ed-Dowleh should enter the Cabinet, but not a» Prime 
Minister, seoms, to be the best solution. You should confer with your Russian 
colleague as to Saad-ed-Dowleh being appointed as Minister of Interior, and as to any 
other means which would assist in strengthening tho Government. 

sited to St, Petersburgh, No. 1830.) 





(61868) No. 305, 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 1320.) 
(Pelegraphic.) BR, Foreign Office, December 6, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 470 of 4th December. 
You should express to Minister for Foreign Affairs my thanks forand a 
of his attitude, His viows as to the Rogent are sound, but T should feel disposed to 
oatpone dealing with the Regency question until a more satisfactory Government 
has beon installed at Tehran. Ishould then be prepared to make tho communication 
to.the Regent which ho desiros. ‘Tho introduction of the Regeney question at present 
might ereato fresh difficulties and delays. Perhaps Minister for Foreign Affaire would 
endl instructions to Russian Minister on samo lines as thoso I am now sending to- 
Sir W. Townloy in telegram No. 709 of to-day. Would Minister for. Forega 
Affairs be inclined to authoriso the Russian representative to hold out hopes of gradual 
withdrawal of Russian. troops if a botter Government is established with Soad-ode 
Dowleh in important office ? 
(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No. 708.) 





(61992) No. 306. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, 

WITH reference to your tel 
cours» of which you read out the 
that His Majesty 
concession to work 
directed by 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


a 
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(52022) No. 307. 
Mr. Carnegic to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 6.) 


(No. 505, Confidential.) 
Sir, Paris, December 5, 1912, 
IN accordance with the request of the Regent of Persia T have the houour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a communication which His Highness handed to mo 
this afternoon. 
Thaye, &, 
L. D. CARNEGIE. 


Enclosure in No. 307. 
Memorandum communicated to Mr. Carnegie by the Regent of Persia, 


T REQUEST Mr. Camegio to communicate quite informally and confidentially to 
Sir Edward Grey the following 


‘The Cabinet in Tehran have made a loug communication to me telling that Saadved- 
Dowleh has made a mess, and his presence has added to the confusion that they realivo 
thelr mistakes and are seriously prepared to take administrative responsibilty and ope 
with the situation, Tn answer, I have shortly referred to my former telegram, urging 
them to enter into negotiations anda frank exchango of viows with tho two neighbouring 
Governments with a view to arrive at a friendly understanding on certain jucstionst 
which had been put forward aud prove by act thet they mean business. T added that 
{was sure that by doing 40 they would have tho sympathy and support of the tyo 
Governments and thus they would be able to solve the many difficulties with which the 
country is confronted. 

Tn caso Sir Edward Grey thinks it desirable shall bo glad to inform him of any 
farther communication and to ascertain his view on cortain questions that may comp 
forward, 

If need be Tshall enter also into commonication with tho Russian Embassy as I 
certainly would not like to run counter to the views of the two Governments, 





(52578) No. 308, 
Note communicated by Count Bonckendorff, December 6, 1912, 


UX membres du Cabinet persan ont, en conversation avec M. Poklewsky, émis 
idée que le Cabinet actuel ron Gtre renforeé par I'adjonction d'hommes plus 
capables, entre autres, de Saad-ud-Dovloh, auquel lo" posto de Minaho de Thetis 
pourrait Gtre offert: ceci lui faciliterait le passage au rang de Premier Ministre, I 
résulte de cet entretien que Saad n'est pas sans adhérents, 

La faiblesse de caractére du Régent n'est un mystdre ni pour le Gouvernement 
anglais ni pour nous, Il est clair quiil n'y a gudre a compler eur lui pee ie 
rétablissement de l'ordre en Perse et la suppression de l'agitation grandissante au profit 
de V'ex-Schah. 

C'est ce qui donne plus d’importance a la Personne de Saad. L’attitude de Salar- 
ud-Dovleh en est une preuve. Des qu'il a su qu'il s'agissait dappeler au pouvoir; Saad, 
il s'est montré dis] 4 négocier sa soumission avec le Gouvernement. Rassuré 
aujourd'hui sur ee danger, Salar-ud-Dovleh roprend son attitude hostile et prépare we 
expédition contre Téhéran. 1] en résulte qu’d laisser les choses dans leur état actuel, 
clles empireront. ‘i 
.__ Veuillez communiquer ce qui préctde & Sir Edward Grey et lui demander s'il ne 
Jugerait pas comme nous trés indiquée une pression sur le Régent pour Vamener, ne 
fiit-ce que nommer Saad Ministre de I'Intérieur, conformément a Vidéo émise par les 
deux Ministres persans, 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
le 6 décembre, 1912, 
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[52062] No. 309, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 


Tehran, December 5, 1912. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday that the railway concessions had 
practically been agreed to by the t, and that he could promise me that all the 
concessions now being sought, including exchange of telegraph lines, Tehran—Meshed 
and-Khai-Seistan, would be granted provided that the two Governments would accept 
Teconstitution of present Cabinet, 

Hig Highness mado a somewhat similar communication to my Russian colleague. 

(Bent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(62169) No, 310. 


(age ara 27. Basten to Bi Board Grey —(Rereved Decanter 0) 
0. 47 
(Welographic,) Re St, Petersburgh, December 6, 1912, 

YOUR totogram No. 1929 of 5th December. 

Ministor for Foroign Affairs will sond instructions to tho Russian’ Minister at 
‘Tehran similar to those sent to Sir W. Townley in your telegram No. 700 of 5th 
Decombor. Ho will also authorise Russian Minister to inform Persian Governmiont 
thot as soon as a stablo Governmont is established and order restored in the north 
Russian Govornment will commence withdrawal of troops. ’ 

His Excolleney said that he had suggested Suad-ed-Dowleh’s candidature for 
Promiorship as he had bolieved that he was the best man, but that he was int’ no way 
wedded to it, and that if tho Persians would not have him he would accept anyone 
else, provided that he was really a fit man for the post. Ho did not pross Regency 
‘question, 





(62062) 
Vownley. 

Foreign Ofico, December 6, 1912. 

You should expre: 

Goyornment with the 


llicient Cabinot will bo estab 
(Repeated to St. Potorsburgh, No. 1335.) 


‘igh Affairs satisfaction of His Majesty's 
n he made to you, ond their sincere hope that an 





(61987) No. 312. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
‘No. 1333,) 
(Pelogeaphic.) Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1912. 
18. SER W, 'TOWNCBY'S tologram No. 620 of 5th Decombor: Saad-ed-Dowlehs 

You should communicato substance to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
excluding last paragraph, and ask that Russian Minister may be instructed to: join his 
British eolleaguo in conveying to Satd-ed-Dowleh serious warning against engoging 
in such intrigues, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 710.) 





[48718] No. 313. 
Foreign Ofice to Treasury. 


, Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1912. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 8th March last, relative to the mission of 
enquiry undertaken by Mr. J. B. Wood, C.1.E., with a view toeffect a reduction in the 


Sir, 


(51870) No, 311%, 


gigs Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


'elegraphic.) Foreign 0; 
oor telegram No. 472 of 4th December: Advance to to Rego 
pee Gi Ey able to vend .zeply to Me Sasonat shortly which I trust willZbe 
tifuctory, communication wi 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 712.) en 








(51871) No, 814%, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(ee 715.) 


‘Delegraphic.) Re Foreign Office, December 7, 1912. 


‘OUR telegram No, 619 of 4th December: Turkoman raids. 
T share your view and approve your advice to manager of bank. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1938.) 
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expenditure in the agencies and consular establishments under His Majesty's consulate: 
general at Bushire, Yan directed by Sooretary Sir Elwvard Grey to trmuomit to you 
orewith copy of @ further letter fivim the India Office on the subject. 

Tam to state that, subject to the concurrence of the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury, Sir E, Grey would Propose to reply that:he eonours in. the view 
expressed by the Marquess of Crewe that the orders issued by the Government of hate 
ith a view to realise ‘the eoonomies effected as a consequence of Mz. Wood's enquiry 
sliould be confirmed, 5 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[52324] fo, 314. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office.—(Received December 7.) 


India Office, December 7, 1912, 
ding the draft contract of the 


gh 
h for exceptional 
does not provide for other landowners 


ptember, Sir P. Cox suggested 
ginal concession was most 

. Grey's consideration a 

Mr. Greenway accepts 


Tam, &o, 
1. W. HOLDERNESS, 





No. 316. 
Sir Edrearil Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
716.) 
araphio) Foreign Office, December 7, 1912, 
NOUR telegram No. 621 of Sth December. 
‘The present seems a good moment for reverting to. the proposal which wo 
originally made to Persian Government for erection of lighthouse on Sheikh Slarh: 





(49699) No. 316. 


= Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
it 
(Telegraphic) 

‘THE information 
serious nature, 
at St, Pot 


en To) 
take action if T 





(49629) No. 317. 


Wo: 110), Sir Edicard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
fra graphio) Poreign Office, December 7, 1912, 
Telogreph WOuld mako every endeavour to obtain permission {ee tho indod wuropean 
eae Department to put the Arabistan telograph lings in order at one ein 
1591] 3B 
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Waiting any longer for sanction of Medjliss, which is non-existent. Tt ought to be 
Possible to arrange for the immediate execution of the convention ; but if difficulties 
are raised, permission could he given provisionally by the executive and subject to the 
subsequent sanction of the Medjliss when summoned. 





(61596) No. 318, 
Foreign Ofice to Persian Railways Syndicate. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1912. 

TAM directed by Seere Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant on the subject of railway negotiations with the Persian 
Government, 

to express to you Sir E, Groy's thanks for this letter, and Iam to, state that 

the question of a subsequent contract for other Tines ean be reserved for discussion at 
a Tater date, é 

1 asm to inform you that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran has boon instructed to 
press for the Mohammerah-Khoremabad’ conoess 


LOUIS MALLET, 





(52343) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived December 8.) 
No, 622) 
a each) R. Tehran, December 8, 1912. 

SI. PETERSBURGH telegram No. 475 of 6th December. 

Russian Minister tells me that Saad informed him yesterday that he had been 
advised by his relative, Persian Minister in St. Petersburgh, to accept a post in present 
Cabinet” Soad asked Russian Minister to tell his Government entegorically and 
definitely that he refused to enter Cabinet, and proferred to remain hiore as a private 
erson. He no doubt anticipates that political pendulum may yet swing his way in a 
few months if ho is patient. 

(Bont to St. Potorsburgh,) 





(52336) No. 320, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reevived December 8.) 
No. 479, 
Aten: St, Petersburgh, December 8, 1912. 
YOUR iclogram No. 1888 of 6th December, ‘ ‘ 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said he had heard nothing about Saad’s supposed 
vues, but that he would send instructions to Russian Minister in the sense 





(52509) No. 321. 
Viscount Errington to Sir A. Nicolson.—(Received December 9) 


My dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, December 7, 1912, 
AS agreed yesterday, Tam sending you’ a letter which I think makes things clear, 
and which I faniey covers all the points to which importance is attached, 
Yours very siucerely, 
ERRINGTON. 
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Enclosure in No. 321. 
Viscount Errington to Sir Arthur Nicolson, 


Dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, December 7, 1912, 

1 YESTERDAY had the opportunity of explaining in furthor detail certain points 
alluded to in conversation with you on the 4th December about Persian affaire 

As it may be convenient for purposes of record that I should embody in a lottor 
the observations that you have been good enough to invite on your minute of the 
4th December, I now write to say that as to points — 


1, Advance —T have nothing to add. 

2, Loan-—I should prefer to amplify by saying that Lconfirmed your reccllection 
that the Foreign Offico: had. agreed to hie Dustiess being post Yo the wees 
Messrs. Baring, who were willing to take charge of the British portion of this operation, 
subject, of course, to their being satisfied as to security and conditions, On saying 
that you hoped Messrs. Baring would consider the Imperial Bank of Persia and Mesece 
Seligmans being admitted to participation, T agreed to consideration boing given to 

his point. . 

B. Trans Persian Failucy.=-You informed mo tat le Foroign Office considered 
the Trans-Persian Railway question as quite distinct from the questions of advances 
and loans. I agreed this was tho case. 

Up to this point you will see that there is no material divergonee in viows between 
Pour minute and those T have here expressed, as I havo merely ampliied my owe 

nguage for the sake of clearness. 

4. British Delegate of the Societé d'Ftudea.—This is the point which I am afraid 
Tmust havo failed to make clear on the 4th December, If Mr, Hartivon proveala nc 
Tehran his negotiations with the Porsian Government will bo confined to tho, businose 
of the Trans-Porsian Railway. But I would now add that, as His Majesty's Goyeramont 

. the delegates have been selected with a viow to their making onquity into 
ancial situation and economic questions relating to Persia, 

It eannot therefore bo said that they aro going out to ‘Teheran “solely: for railway 
Purposes, and I regret any misapprehension which may have beon caused by my. net 
explaining this point more clearly at the time. 

T need hardly add that no loan would be feasible until after the financial 
capabilities of Persia have boon examined, and suggestions have been made. for some 
machinery by which an effective collection and control of revenues is, assured, 

Beliove mo, &e, 
PRRINGTON, 





(52618) No. 322, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.— (Received December 9.) 


THE Under-Sccrotary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under 
Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards horowith, for the information of 
{ay Seeretary of State, copy of a tologtam from the Vieeroy, dated the oth Duveinher, 
1912, regarding Persian loans. 


India Ofice, December 9, 1912. 
_————————— 
Enclosure in No, 322, 


Government of Tndia to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic. P. Decomber 5, 1912, 
PERSIAN loan, 
it is understood 
British share of liabili 
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inform us of details. In addition to the railway concessions required, this loan, we 
Submit, offers suitable opportunity for introducing into existing system of control of 
financial matters in Persia some very desirable ch: ith the object of checking 
the ‘Treasnrer-General and his Belgian , Whose interference on_ lines 
5 to us is continually growing. Sir P. Z. Cox has recently had occasion. to 
protest in this connection to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran ; instances are provided 
In his telegram of the 13th October, and in enclosures to Foreign Secretary's 
letters of the 17th October, the 14th and 21st November, ie., Cox's letters of the 
Toth September, the 20th October, and the 4th November. 
(With reference to your telegram of the 15th ultimo.) 





(52629) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received December 9.) 


graphic.) 1. Tehran, December 9, 1912, 
Your dospatch No, 215 of 13th November. 

ntenant Stoward, 6th Cavalry, now on six months" language leave in the Gulf, 
wishes to accompany Lorimer, now at Bunder Abbas, about to proceed to Kerman 
consiulat 

British consul-general at Bushire has asked for sanction of the Government of 
India. “Have you any objection, provided that the Government of Tndia agree? Tho 
matter js somewhat urgent, as Lorimer will leave Bunder Abbas when he has collected 
transport. 





(52645) No, 324. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reevived December 9.) 


Tehran, December 9, 1912. 
having beou brought to my knowledgo that it was believed that local Bakhtiari 
Khians were meditating co-operation with Sheikh Ghazban, ebiet of the Beni Turut 
tribe, with a viow to making joint attack on the Sheikh’ of Mohammerah, I made 
Topresontations to tho khans pressing the sincere hope that there was no 
foundation for the rumour, and demanding that any such idea, if it existed, should be 
‘at once abandoned. 
that khans ave beon instructed they must not entertain such an 
ideo, bub itis owned that question hiad heen mooted. by the Arab tribe in. question, 
who hail urged Bakhtiari to join them aud make an end once for all of the sheikh, 
Si Assad took the opportunity of expressing hope that sheikh might receive a 
the British consular authorities to abstain from oppressing the Arabs, as his 
ising much discontent, 
(Addressed to Poreign Office; repoated to Bushire and Mohammerah.) 





(62646) 
W. Townley to Sir Hitcard Grey.—(Received December 9.) 


(ai, aphid) TR. Tehran, December 9, 1912. 
HULOTAN pesto offenatons rene Dumez, who was proceeding to Serdasht 
jan, in district of Soujhoulak, recently evacuated by Turkish troops, to take over 

customs station, bas been murdered by Mangur Kurds, with eight of his Persian 

companions, fovr belonging to Customs service and four sowars of Soujboulak 
to mission, 
Please refer to my telegram No, 581 of 6th November, 
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49912) No, 326. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 233) 


Sir, Foreign Osiee, December 9, 1912, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 206 of the 24th October, relative to the 
activity of the Belgian officials of the Customs Administration in Persia in connvetion 
ith nancial affirs, T transmit to you herewith copies af furcher despatches from His 
Majesty's eonsul-general at Bushiro on the same and kindred subjects. 
T should be xlad to learn your views on the subject of the proposed appointment of 
Belgian Director of Posts at Bushiro, and on that of tho extension of the duties of the 
gin customs ofiils, which appears ftom Sir P. Cox's reports to be open to 
objection. 
"You should) alao\ stato) carat Tino oC’ nation you would recommend in the 
circumstances, 
Tam, &e, 
BE, GREY, 





[49700] No. 327, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
». 406.) 
Foreign Office, Deceniber 9, 1912, 

1 TRANSMIT to your Excellency horewith copy of a despateh from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, forwarding a report from His Majesty's camulegoneral ae Mertet 
relative to Russian activity among: the ‘Turcomans of Khorasan, | 

Your Excellency should take an opportunity of enquiring, in tho way which sveme 
to you most judicious, whether the Russian Government have any information as to, the 
Wailers of ‘the Tureoman “ alaman,” who are roported to be Russian subjects living in 
Russian territory, and should report the result in duo course, 





(50311) No, 328, 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 408) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 9, 1912, 
THE Russian Ambassador recently informed mo of the action. taken by th 
Russian Goverament in order to dissiade the ex-Shah from returning to Porsia, 
should he manifest any intention of doing so, 

His Excellency subsequently informed mo of the tranquillising assurances which 
had heen given by the ex-Shah, a8 reported in your telegram No, 451 of tho 20th ultimo, 
Texpressed to Count Benckendorff my great satisfaction with this information, 

Tam, é. 
B, GREY, 





(51935) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 


* Nos 165 and 234, + No. 201, 
[1991] 38 
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Sir B. Grey cannot but apprehend that our position, both commercial and political, 
Will be seriously jeopardised if the most important British concession in Persia, the 
Anglo-Porsian Oil Company, is allowed to pass under foreign control by absorption in 
the Shell ‘Transport Company; and I am accordingly to request that the views of 
the Marquess of Crowo in regard to such a consummation may be communicated to 
this department, If his Lordship is adverse from the absorption in question, Lam to 
Tequest that Sir E, Grey may be informed what steps he is prepared to sanction in 
order to avoid it. 5 , fe 

Copies of correspondence with the Admiralty respecting the supply of oil fuel for 
naval purposes have already been furnished to your department. ren 

Jn conclusion, Lam to state that the matter is one of some urgency, since the 
Anglo-Porsian Oil Company is being pressed by the Shell ‘Transport Company to 
Accept terms which would be advantageous to the Shareholders of the former comp 

am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(52324) No. 330. 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Foreign Office, December 9, 1912. 
has had under careful consideration the revise! drafts of clause 4 of 
‘our proposed railway contract with the Persian Government, 

Sa eoMnine preferable to make no specitic mention of the Sheikh of 
Mohammeral ; and he has eatised the accompanying further draft to be prepared on the 

hss of article’ of the contract for the oil eonccasion granted to Mr. d Arey in 1901. 
i b Jearn whether you agree with the article as now 

rodratted, f raph the text to'His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

ami, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


———esS 
Enclosure in No, 330. 
Draft of Article‘ 


‘THE bporial Per a free grant syndicate of all the 
uncultivated Janis, belon h tho syndicate's engineers shall deem 
ycessary for the 6 Fall or a part of the won question and the syndicate 
shall bo Ke on such lands and/or any other lands belonging to the State 

materials, &e., which may be required for the construction or 
Iunintenans of such works, As for the cultivated lands belonging to tho Government, 
dicate must buy: them at an equitable price, and one which is the current maskek 
i the provines. | The Imperial Government grants also to the syndicate the right 
of woquiting all other lands or buildings necessary for ject, with the consent 
of the prop: ions to be settled between the syndicate and the ropritor, 
on the unde hat x shall not be able to ay claims of such a 
atin as to the ordinary current prices for lands 
districts, 

In the event of any ditereneo between the syndicate and the Government as to th 
price agreed for the purchase of any zones or strips of land as Hovde in this dase, i 
Shull be referred by the syndicate and. the Government jointly to the decision of the 
British Minister at ‘Tohran, who shall have poser to decide whether any price proposed 
to be paid is reasonable, having regard to all the circumstances. Holy pilaous ard all 
their dependencies within a radius of 200 Persian archins are formally excluded from 
this elauso, except in cases where the local ecclesiastical authorities otherwise expressly 
gree. 
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[52802] No. 331. 


Sir W. Garstin to Foreign Ofice.— (Received December 10) 


(Confidential) 
irs 8, Bishopsgate, London, December 9, 1912, 

1 BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your eonfidential lotter of tho 28rd Noveraber 
on the subject of the Trans-Persian Railway project, 

From the exchange of views which has taken place since the commencement of 
discussion on the Trans-Persian Railway project, the. standpoint, of the Majesty's 
Government is understood to be that, while reserving their complete. freels oot 
action, they would, on submission of a detailed report by the Soalsté d'tudon, bo 
prepared to consider on their merits the proposils of” the “socidtd,” and cleo 
consultation with the Government of India they would indicate their views iw decd 
8s to the principle and manner in which they would wish the Sovidté W'lstades vx 
proceed in the execution of the project in question 

howto meantine, the position, ax set forth in your letter, would. appuar to be as 
follows 


Tis Majesty's Government aro agreeable in principle. to mupporting tho. Soeité 
internationale d'Gtudes in nogotintions, with the Persian, Governtlont fee obtains 
concession, giving an option for a trunk line across Persia contrived for tho estatlgis 
ment of through transit facilities between the Russian and British Indien railway 
toms, 
aie Support of Six Tlward Grey ie qualified by obligations on the past of the, 
itish group to obtain at the proper time the ipproval of His Majesty's Government in 
regard to— 


a.) Alignment 
b) Board's con 

(c) Representation of British interests; 

a.) Percentage of construction orders for British market ; 
(6) Rreight and puasonger rates; and 

7.) Gauge, 


1h addition to this th British Government express theit inability to support the 
demand for any option on branch lines outside tho Russian sphoro, and they, moreover, 
{tinulate that the option (if obtained) shall not be exereised in Uae portion ch heonen 
reritary where British control and political interoate predominate’ (¢hat, im, fens 

I Raa. tah spheres) until His Majesty's Goverament deem this couse role 

ud feasible. 

In regard to terminal fucilitios on tho coast of the Persian Gulf or of the Indian 
Geran, Sir Edward Gray now expresses gravo coneemn at tho eontemputen coon 
aspect of the Trans-Persian project 

Finally, the Foreiga Olice suggest postponement in the conclusion between the 
British and’ Russian groupe of an agro which was purposely submitted at the 
Present stage with the object of obtaining for British hud tele 
‘sfeguards in the future on tariff and other matters a H 
indicate as politic and desirable, 


Xt will be useful here to examine tho motives which prompted responsible fnanetat 
exis in this eountry to consent to the examination af thi Tang Penis aes 
selicine, as well as the stops which have led up to the present pis of negotiations, 


J July 1911 a visit was paid to Uh country by dortain Ttuarian peevone sot tho 
{pienue, swhose favourable reception was solicited by M, Kokovtest tho! present Russian 


h were held in, London with a view to an Angld-Russian 
this project fuiled to elicit the co-operation of British Gnancial 


the response met with in political 

financial circles for the furtherance 

the representations of the Russian Ambassador iy 
‘ous attention should he given to the project, the 
affair, and in November 1911 galicited the 

‘an international company to be composed of 
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Before financial support was given in London the Foreign Office was consulted, and 
the attitude adopt in ficial quarters. led to the Veoh teat Pie financial 
{2ieheration would not only be politi, but would also be commercially justifiable, it 

Hf felt that the situations arising. from the abstention of British cooperation from 
stages of such international enterprises as the Suez Canal ‘aud Bagdad 
Railway might again present themselves in the caso of a ‘Trans -Person Railway 
being, constructed’ without. the introduction of u British element. ARs prolonged 
: n with His Majesty's Government, the Société inter 
{Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan was formed and finally constituted 

in June 1912, 
inco that dato periodical meetings have een held in Paria for carrying into effect 
the objects which the “société” had in view. The Foreig Offies have bean dale gouneey 
of the various stages of proceedings, and ith the object of receiving guidance and 
fupport fiom the Secretary of St Foreign Affairs that these communications have 

en made, 

‘The British group appreciate the attitude of His Majesty's Government in confi 1g 
thomielves to their readiness to consider the report of tho Sociétd d'itwles alos 

ted, and also to support demand fora trunk line coneessfon, qualified by reser- 
Yations previously mentioned. AL the same time it will be recognised that, indermdh 
as the torms of a concession to be obtained claim consideration befero any report can be 
drayn up and submitted by the * société” it ie easential that the full scope of the 
oneession to bo asked for should now be clearly defined, 

Hh Will be Seon, therefore, that circumstances of the present situation oblige the 
British group to suggest that the Foreign Oilico should now depart somewhat foc tee 
ttitude thoy have hitherto assumed, aid that thoy should give definite weitere wee 
the views of Hin Majesty's Government collectively on some points of importaace whigy 
demand settlement at the 

It will be recognised 
general terms from the P 
Socist d'études aro loss likely to prove 
than they would be tish group 

i: f awaiting the “socigte's” 
esty's Government. would 
tof ‘terms agreement with Russian and 
crests by stating definitely at this juncture the oxaet nature of the eonditieng 
would. wish’ to seo imposed in order’ to. safeguard British and British Indies 
‘as possible in the futur 
Hish group ave naturally. no wish to. act in any sonse contrary to the 
Uictates of the British Government policy, but in. the abwoneo’ of direct indicativas oe 
vd viows and polly of Lis Majesty's Government a whole in regard to 
Tuny details essential to the proseaution of their ideas, tho Société d@’Etuiles fee cary 
bis guided in their m8 as to future procedure by the nature of the indications 
afforded on the following points : 


ng further it would seem essential to learn whether His 
ith favour or distvour the prospect of direct railway 


in spite of 
sich cm-opeat construction in Northern 
ing already committed to support 
vay British’ and neutral spheres, it would 
‘seem essential to learn the pe of such concessions. 

(ir jlo of te’ possible advancement of conflicting project for railway service 
in the British and neutral spheres, the British group would. be glad to lene ates 
His Majesty's Ch nit have any suggestions as to a solution of the situation which 
may arise from ti in this portion of Persian territory, 

Until the British group are in possession of defini 
rust that Sir Kdward Grey il is 
conclusions as to the cireutostances in which they are 

Te was in the hope of elucidating the views of Sir Edward Grey that communications 
ere hdressed to the Foreign Offi on the 4th and 18th ultima, Sic Louis Maticgs 
confilential letter of the 28rd November recapitulates reservations already mentioned, 
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but fails to afford the British group any practical indications as to the attitude the 
are to assume in the arrangements which must now be discussed with the Frouch aol 
Russian associates. 

The texts of the two documents forming enclosures (A) and (C) to Sir William 
Garsti’s leter of the 4th November were put forward in orden to invite suggestions ta 
regard to tariff and other questions. and it was hoped, if the texts of these twetlocumenty 
proved unnewptable to Sir Hdward Grey, that he. would see his way to indicating sue 
odlifcations and additions to the toxts as would meet with his approval, so thet the 
British group might lay these amended documents before the Secicté a'iitudes feo 
consultation as to the procedure to be followed, 

As fo the text of enclosure (A) above. mentioned, we would point out that in the 

; of the informal exchange of views which have from time to time taken place, the 

ish group have been led to understand that there would be objection tothe mate 

Tine passing through Kerman—this objection possibly not, applying. with the satne force 

to a branch, Consequently the Société d'Etudes may be obliged to contemplnts an 

alignment: nearer the sea, conceivably even following the littoral for n short Aistonce 

fh {ese creumstances it would seein unreasonable todebar the ‘Trans-Porsian Talley 
from access to the sea, 

ied at the general terma 

in the draft note to the 

insertion in the 

ich maritime facilities are granted 

n the Persian and British Governe 


rien hoped that thin modification in, the draft note will enable. His Majesty's 
Government to lend the “soriété” their diplomatic eupport on tho point in question, 
which will then be suggested to the Russian aud French groups, 

{nthe question of branch lines the British group. have no desire to claim any 
“virtual monopoly of railway enterprise ” in Southern Persia, such as Sir Edward Org 
appears to apprehend. All they deste into safeguard their own interests, and to such 
an end they put forward suggestions by which they considered those intereata would 
host be served, 

‘They would be glad to learn the nature of such alternative measures as Sir Edward 
Grey may havo in mind that may aoeord with the policy of His Majesty's Gover 
ad at tho same time secure to the ‘Trans-Persian Railway reasonable, ful 
hisining traffic by means of branch lines, without which a main line eannot he expected 
to prove commereiall 

As the text o 
inexplicit, the Brit 

proposed agreement, 
ting tho imposition of 
justifying the application of any 


h group do not consider them- 
d to Persia with M. Bizot and 
1 Société d'litudes with the Persian 


{tis hoped, however, that Sir Louis Mallet’s letter of the 29rd ultimo may form the 
hsis for further discussion before any definite communication ia made by the British 
group to their French and Russian associates in the Sooidté d'ftudes, whose repre: 
tintatives are expected in London on the 12th December to confor on the busines ot 
the société.” 

Thave, &e. 
W. E. GARSTIN. 





(52795) 


No. 62g) Si" W Toveley to Sir Hiieard Grey.—(Received December 10.) 
(No. 626. 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, Decomber 10, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 717 of 7th December. 
inde teasurer-general has no objection t6 the contents of my despatch No, 289 
being qpmusiate to the Russian Government, though he would prefer that iu should 
1591 3G 
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not transpire that the Resht. information came directly from his agent there, because 
he fears the hostility for him of the Russian consul, Ho has shown the Russian 
Minister the lettor referred to and has also spoken to him in the same manner as to me 
about the action of the Russian consul at Astrabad. 

The Russian Minister is aware of, but cannot control the actions of the consuls. 
Only to-day he expressed his regret to me that the consul at Astrabad should adopt 
fn attitude calculated to hinder Mornard’s work in spite of instructions sent to. him to 
assist tlie Treasury officials to the best of his ability. 

T understand that this particular officer, who has openly stated that his policy is 
at variance with that of the legation, is about to be promoted to Tabriz, 





(52801) No. 3 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 10.) 
(No, 627.) 
(Pelographic.) R. Tebran, December 10, 1912. 

ALTER consultation with treasurer-general and in agreement with Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Lyesterday instructed manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia to transfer 
15,0001, ‘referred to in, your telegram No. 691 of 26th November toa kran. account 
under t ing of * 'reasurer-Ceneral, Fars.” 

‘This weeount can ouly be drawn upon by treasurer-general with my sanction and 
ator it lis been ostablshied by Govetnor-Genoral ta acort wit Han at 
Shiraz and financial agent that funds are required for provincial administration, 

British consul at Shiraz informs me that the Governor-Cencral as accepted this 
mode of supervision, 





[62803] 


Hicwtenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Kakcard Grey.—(Received December 10.) 


(Telographic,) Bushire, December 10, 1912, 

LAr telestam No. 624 of 9th December, addressed to the Foreign Office: Sheikh 
and Bakhtin 

cived a mail from Mohammerah, a fortnight ago I saw the sheikh 
‘1 Ue vieo-consul at Ahwaz is with me now. If any tangible local rumoure 
‘one of thon would surely have had knowledge of it. Is the source of 
‘Your information open to no suspicion? 

,_, Lie staestion that Ghazban, who is a Turkish subject, would join Bakhtiaris is 
prind facie improbable in itself. Both in 1910, when the sheikh’s relations with the 
Turks were strained, and this year, when there was talk of hostilities between him and 
the Bakhtiar ban offered the sheikh his active support. 

T do not think that allogation of oppression of Arabs need be taken vy 
Seriously. As yout know, British officers have travelled in the vieinity of the ‘Tures: 
Porsian frontie few months, and contentment and general prosperity of the 
tribe wits very noticeable, though of course there are always malcontents ready’ to fish 
in troubled waters, 

(Adiressed! to. Ministers repeated to Foreign Office, and to Mohammerah and 
India by post to-day.) 





(62629) No. 335, 


. Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
‘Tolexraphic,) Foreign Ofice, December 10, 1912. 

FOUR telegram No. 623 of 9th December: Lieutenant Steward’s journey. 
Twill await Government of India’s roply and your opinion as to safety, 
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(52645) No. 336. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 724.) 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 10, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No. 624 of 9th December: Sheikh of Mohammerah and Bont 
‘Tornf. 

Your action approved. 

4s there any truth in statement that sheikh has been oppressing Arabs, and, if so, 
what is your view as to giving him hint as proposed ? 

Consult Mohammerah, We have heard from Bushire, 





(52873) No, 337, 
India Ofice to Voreign Ofice—(Received December 11.) 


Sir, India Office, December 9, 1912, 

WITH reference to the letter from the political resident, Bushire, to tho Seerotary 
to the Government of India, Foreign Department, of the 18th August last (copy. oF 
which, it is understood, has been communteated to you by Sir P, Cox direct), regarding 
railway projects in Southern Persia, Lam drvoted by the Seoretary of Stats hee tas 
to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Aflais, copy of 
telegrams that havo been exchanged with the Government of India on tho same 
subject. 

Tho preset postion appears to bo aa fllowa— 


In the Foreign Office memorandum for the Russian Government of the 4th 
October, His Majesty's Government expressed their willingness to discuss railway 
concessions in the neutral zone with the Russion Government, but, not to claim there 
cosont as a matter of right until the Trans-Persian Railway shall havo. proceoded 
Jeyond the Russian sphere. Tn Sir L, Mallet’s letter of the 28rd November to Sir W, 

tin, His Majesty’s Government undertook (subject to certain reservations) to 
support the Société d'Etudes in securing an option for the main line of the trang 
Persian Railway onthe understanding that it should not be exercised outaide the 

n sphere until they deem it politic and feasible, but they could not aupport. an 
application even for a bratich Tine outside that: sphere. 

‘At the same time itis understood that the Persian Railways Syndicato's application 
will be limited to the Mohammerah~Khorematnd concession, and ‘that the other lines 
mentioned in the earlier draft contracts will be omitted, 


‘The Marquess of Crowe would invite Sir E, Groy's attention to tho last sentence of 
the Government of India’s telegram in its bearing on the position described above, 
Tam, &, 
‘1. W. HOLDERNESS, 
eS 


Enclosure 1 in No, 337. 
‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P, India Ofice, October 31, 1912, 
SOUTHERN Persia Railways, I shall be glad to recelve your views upon the 
letter from the Resident, Persian Gulf, dated the 18th August last. 


——<———e 
Enclosure 2 in No, 337. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P, A December 3, 1912, 
PLEASE rofer to your telogram dated the Slet October regarding vallwaye in 

Seuthern Persia, As we have no filler information, and no. surveys have taow sede 

14s impossible to frame definite opinions; but the information which the memoria 
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by Messrs. Chick and Wilson contain leads us to think that the question of a line 
between Bushire and Shiraz and Ispahan is well worth careful examination, Tt therefore 
seems advisable not to leave this line out from the list of those for which we are to ask 
4 concession or option, as to leave other candidates a cliance of obtaining this concession 
would involve some risk, 





[52919] No, 338, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received December 11.) 


(No, 628,) 
(elographic.) elvan, December 11, 1912. 

SHEIKH and Bakhtiaris. 

Bushire telegram of 10th December repeated to you. My information came 
from Sardar Ashya, brother of the Minister of War and halt-brother of Sardar: [group 
omitted), I havo reason to believe that had I not gone to the khans they would have 
como to me to give assurances, 

Although the matter was nipped in the bud, Treported it because Lynch's agent 
had roe from London house that there appeared to be reason to fear 

10 two. parties i ion, without specifying the nature of the 
‘possible conflict or the source of i 

Tinformed the agent at the time that this did not tally with news T had received 
from consuls on the spot. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repented to Bushire and Mohammerah.) 


1 have requested consuls for observations on your telegram No, 724 of 10th 
Decembor. 





(52976) 


Sin W. Toventey to Sir Riieard Grey.—(Reeeived December 11;) 


(No, 629.) 
(Telographic.) Decode. Tehran, December 11, 1912. 
I “1 deeply to have received following from Shi 


Of twenty-six sowvars Central India Horse, accompanying Major Kettlowell 
ek ford, who wero proceeding to Dashtarjin to shoot, were attacked. this 
ng 1th December, between Kl an and Dashtarjin, some 30 miles from 
Shira by large body tribesinen, estimated at 200 to 800 men, Much regret to report 
Fekfor wis Killed and one sovar slightly wounded. "Nino mules ‘belongive to 
[isimental boxaage were carried off, and also whole caravan of merchandise proseuding 
Bushire, Party was proc eding with consent of Governor-General, and was w in 
region which is now guarded by gondarmorie. Major Kettlowell and party are now ne 
Ganiginian, and will return to-morrow under arrangements now being. made. by 
Hagel aualas. TCis not yot known who zobbers wore, but I will wire later all oes 
details available, 
*(Ropeated Delhi,)? 


I havo communicated news of this disastrous incident to the Minister for Foreign 
Aura who bexged mo to transmit his profound regret at the news, which had outs 
Mis Highness expressed gravest. apprehension as to effect 
have in London, taken i Conjunction with murder of the Belgian customs of 


on 
tho ‘Pureo-Persian frontier. Ho said he still counted much on the proved friendship 


and forbearance of His Majesty’s Government. 
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(52977) No. 310 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 

(No. 630.) 
(Telegraphic. R. 

MY telogram No. 622 of 8th December. 

Acting under instructions from St. Petersburgh, my Russian colleague to-day 

ud to accept post of Minister of the Interior 

This he refused to do for reasons previously reported. 

Saad had not been offered post by the Prime Minister, who would have resigned 
sooner than do so. His refusal thus simplifies the situat 

Strennous efforts are being made to form a strong Cabinet, but old jealousies and 
reluctances on the part of certain Ministers to vacate their offices threaten to-make the 
task very difficult 

(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, December 11, 1912, 





(52963) No. 341 


9.) SO Spring Rice to Sir Bdwward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 

(No. 19) 

(Polegraphic) Stockholm, December 11, 1912. 
NEWSIAPERS stato that the Persian Government has offered tho post of police 

master in Tehran to a Swede, Wesdal, who is shortly leaving for Porsia, 


—————————— ee 


(52169) No. 342, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 1350.) 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, December 11, 1912, 
YOUR tolegram No. 475 of 6th December: Saad-edl-Dowloh, 
Express to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs my satisfaction at his attitude, 





(62022) No. 343, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir I, Bertie, 
(No. 602, Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Ofico, December 11, 1912, 

T HAVE received Mr, Camegie's despatch No. 505, Confidential, of the bth, instant, 
forwarding copy of a communication handed to him by the Regent of Persia relative te 
the situation of the Government in that country. 

Your Excellency should convey to Nast-ui-Mulk an expression of my thanks for 
this communication. 

Tam, &e, 


E, GREY, 





[53079] No, 344. 
Treasury to Woreign O fice —(Received December 12.) 


Sir, Treasury, December 11, 1912, 
T AM directed Ly the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury to 
acknowledge the receipt of Sir Louis Mallot’s letter of the 90th ultimo, relative to the 
(1391) oH 
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to the Persian 


‘ont advances made, in conjunction with the Government of India, 


x00 
Government. . ! pune 
‘Ay lords note that a balance 6,002. still remains to tho eredit of the Diplomatic 

\d Consular Services Vote out of 1 
Chest Fund on the Ist May last, and that no 
my lords agreed to advance in their letter of the s 


upon: 


fhe sum of 25,000. advanced from the Treasury 
‘part of the further sum of 25,000. which 
ame date has as yet been drawn 





Tam, &c. 
ROBERT CHALMERS. 








(53094) No. 345. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey. 


‘No. 632.) 

{te eet) a Tehran, December 12, 1912. 
MY tolegram No, 629 of yesterday. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs called in 

roggrot and that of the entire Cabinet. His Highness 

the affair might, be reported in such @ manner as to int 


4s little as possible, és 
Tie sad that the Persian Government counted much upon the highly-tried 


forbonrance of His Majesty's Government, for which they had had such good reason 
to be grateful in the past. 

1 said that unfortunate 
for mo to foreseo the 
Traded that £ fel 


(Received December 12.) 








erson this morning to express his deep 
hness oxpressed his sincere desire that 
flame public opinion in England 





{incident was such a one that it was impossible 
robablo action of His Majesty's Government, but 

Persian Government could count on His Majesty's 
aintain their traditional friendly attitude, even though 
night be jus Situation called for energetic action on our part on the 
spots, Lalso addressed a note to tho Persian Government expressing the earnest hope 
that immediate stops would be taken to trace the criminals and bring them to 
itive, 
ve T havo no furthor details from the British consul, but T learn from the colonel 
commanding the gendarmerio that the major in command at Shiraz reports the inci- 
ont, adding that two gendarmes wore Killed and one local rifleman wounded. 

‘t would appear from this that the gendarmes guarding the road were present, 

and it ig possible that casualties occurred in endeavouring to protect the caravan, but 
fll accounts say that the British party was attacked. 5 





























(52976) No, 346, 
Sin Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 726) ue 
(olegeaphie) Re. Foreign Ofice, December 12, 1912. 








YOUR telegram No, 629 of 11th Decem 
You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty’s Government 
th the wravest concern the newsof the deplorable event which occurred 

‘the murder of a British officer in the circumstances: stated 
it cannot pass over. ‘They must 
n they are in a 
ns, the severe 














have received 
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[52976] No, 347, 


Sir Edward Grey. to Sir W. Townley 
i xy. to Sir W. Townley, 
(Telegraphic. Foreign 0; 

Your telegram No. 629 of 11th December: Mucor of Gari Entoak ae 
- Aer tack oa Mr Smart strict orders wero given that Brtish-Indian troops wero 
Se cept for exercise in close vicinity, and that they wore not to 

in the present occasion both these orders 0 
a ippear to have been di 
You should report on these points and furnish generally fllost deters obyainabo, 


iving name of tribe fl ‘i i 
giving namo of tribe responsible for attack and stating, your views as to punishmont to 





(52022) No. 348, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(No. 411. Confidential) 
ir, 
; Foreign Office, Decembi 
I TRANSMIT to your Excellency ik Coan eee 
ea r Excelleney herewith copies of correspondence ‘with Hi 
Majesty’s Embassy at Paris relative to a communication handed to Hie Majeats 








Minister, while acting as chargé d'affai i 
Mo siaan of the Cforeramn in int ecg on ene Ome au ot 
‘our Excellency should inform the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs confiden- 


tially of the nat Mulls a 
daly of the naturo of NasralAfulk's communication and of the reply which I have 


Tam, &e, 
E. GREY, 












(53135) No. 349. 





Viscount Errington to Sir L, Mallet.—(Reecived December 13.) 


(Private and Confidential.) 


My dear Mallet, 8, Bi 
z 2 ‘ , Bishopagate, London, December 
DAM axGeinaly ob Bishopegato, London, December 12, 1912, 
teeta Mie Xe you for the letter you wrote me yesterday, as also for 


‘Taking advantage of the authorisation give i 
Beskendort eps of fll texts of th flowing lodary =e? "2 have shown Count 


Sir W. Garstin's letter of the Sth November, 14 
Foreign Offi of the Lith November: 1919, to Bir) 
9 November, 1912, to Sir W, i 
My confidential loter of tho 18th Novouber, 1912, to ae Otic. 
‘oreign Office confidential letter of the 25rd ‘November, 1913, to Sir W. Garstin. 








man, certain passages in Sir W. Garstin’s letter of th 
i gu Offi were omitted in the papers shown to the 
Rossau Ambassador, Tam therfore sing you, for your privat information, oe 
wang of this leter ax amend for the purposes explained nee 
ve, Lhe British group will have to make some official inicati Soci 
angels Bath ave to me official comm 
Esl after ou conversations with MAL Biot and Teel een eure 
but we have not yet decided what form our communication will take. 








* No, 907 ; and to Sir F, Bertio (No, 602), Decembor 5, 1912 
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F Roe 
‘We were reluctant to press you for so early an answer in the question of 
communicating the above documents, but, as you wil understand, cieumstances did not 
ur acting otherwise. ee 
estae Lee: Yours very sincerely. — 
ERRINGTON. 


Enclosure in No. 349, 


[Copy of Text as seen by Count Benckendorff, M. Bizot, and M. Raffalovich,] 


Sir W. Garstin to Foreign Office. 


mfidential.} 
aetaie “ 8, Bishopsgate, London, December 9, 1912. 
SOCIETS internationale d'Iétudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, S 
T beg. to acknowledge the reovipt of your confidential letter of the 23rd November 
‘on the subject of the Trans-Persian Railway project. 
From the exchange of i aken plnee since the commencement of 
digouasion on the. ‘Trans-Porsian Tailay project, the standpoint of Hie Majesty's 


Government is understood to be that, while reser ir complete freedom of ai 


they would on submission of a detailed report by the Société d'Etudes, be prepared to 
idor on th 1e ropomls of 4 société” 


consultation with the 
xy would indicate their views il ax to the principle and 
ey would wish the Société d'Etudes to proceed in the execution of the 
project in question, 
STAR ciovmuantimerths position, as set forth in your letter, would appear to be as 
follows — 


lovernment are agreeable in principle to supporting the Société 
internationale d'Etudes in negotiations with the Persian G ment for obtaining a 
concession, wiving an option for-a trunk Tine across P 1 for the establish- 

of through transit facilities between the Rossian and British Indian Railway 


support of Sir Hdward Grey is qualified by obligations on the part of the 
British group to obtain at the prop the approval of His Majesty's Government 
in regard to (a) alignment, (4) Boord’s constitution, (¢) representation of British 
intorests, (i) percentage of construction orders for British market, (@) freight and 
passenger rates, and (1) gauge. ae 
Tn-addition to this, the British jent express their inability to support the 
demand for a s outside the Iussian sphere, and they moreover 
stipulate ) exercised in that, portion ‘of Persian 
torvitory where B political interests predominate (that is, in the neutral 
‘nd British spheres) until His Majesty's Government deem this course politic and 
foawsible, 
In rogant to terminal facilities on the eoast of the Persian Gulf or of the Indian 
Ocean, Sit Edward Grey now expresses grave concern at the contemplation of this 
sapeet ofthe Tron Resin project . 
Finally, the Foreign Office suggests postponement in the conclusion between the 
and Russian groups of an agreement, which was purposely submitted at the 
p with the object of obtaining for British and Indian interests such safeguards 
tn the future on tariff'and other matters as His Majesty's Government may indicate as 
politic and desirable, 


It ill be useful here to examine the motives w 
houses in this country to consent to the examination of this 
ais woll as the steps wh 


Conversations which were held in London with a view to « 
combination for promoting this project failed to eli 
financial interests, 
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The Russian promoters being dissatisfled with the response met with in political and 
financial quarters in England, applied to French financial circles for the furtherance of 
theirschemes | In consequence of the representations uf the Russian Ambassnor in Por, 
M, Isvolsky, who urgeil that serious attention should be given to the project, the Preach, 
fin nciors undertook to examine the affair, andin November 1911 solicited the co-operation 
of British financial interests in an International Company to be composed of British, 
Russian, and French elements, 

Before financial support was given in London the Foreign Office was consulted, and 
the attitude adopted in oficial quarters le t the belie that British financial co-operation 
would not only be politi, but would also be commercially justifiable, After: prolonged 

ations and consultation with His Majesty's Government, the Société intoruntionalo 

udes du Chemin de Fer transpersan was formed and finally constitute). in 
June 1912, 

Since that date periodical meetings have beon held in Paris for carrying into efluet 
tho objects which the “société” had in view, ‘The Foreign Office have been tluly notified 
of the various stages of proceedings, and itis with the olject of reoviving guidance and 
support from the Seeretary of State for Foreign Airs that these communieations have 
been made, 


vt up and 
to bo asked 


igo that, in departing from their attitude of 
;Zeport before making any definite announcements, His Majesty's 
jrucittate an amicable adjustinent of terms for a working agreement, 
nd French interosta by stating definitely at this juneture the oxace nature 
4f the conditions they would wish toseo imposed in order to safeguard Britsh vv Bry 
Tada intern afr as pole i te fur, 
was in the hope of elucidating the viows of Sir Hdward Grey that communications 
wore addressed to the Foreign Oils on tho 4th and 18th ultime, Si Lous Mallory 
Guatdential lettor of tho 280d November recapitulates reservations already montono 
tt fils to afford the British group any particular indications as to tho attitude thoy 
are (0 assume in the arrangements which must now be discussed with thoir Vreveh acd 
Russian associates, > 
The texts of the two documents forming enclosures. A" and ““C” to. Sir William 
Garstin’s letter of the 4th November wore put forward in order to insite suggestions in 
and other questions, and it was hoped, if the texts of these two dootncate 
proved unseseptable to Sir Edward Grey, that ho would see his way to indicating mace 
Iolicatins aud adios ta te textsas woul most wth his appyovalso that Ui Hts 
troup might lay these amended documents before the Sosiété albtudes tor i 
8 to tho procedure to be followed, ee eanl a 
As to the text of enclosure *" A” 
course of the informal exchange of w con plc, 
the British group have been led to tion to the 
main line passing through Kerman: sab, mot apulying with tho 


samme force to a branch. Cot d'Etudes may obliged to 


ar 
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It is hoped that this modification in the draft note will enable His Majesty's 

rament to loud the “ socGté” their diplomatic support on the point in question, 

will then be suggested to the Russian and French groups. d 

In the question of branch lines the British group have no desire to claim any 
“virtual monopoly of railway enterprise” in Southern Persia, such as Sir Edward Grey 

rs to appreherid, All they desire is to safeguard their own interests, and. to sul 

d they put forward suggestions by which they considered those interests would 
best be serve : ‘ 

‘They would be glad to learn the nature of such alternative measures as Sir Edward 
Grey may have in mind that may accord with the policy of His Majesty's Government, 
and at the same time seoure to the Trans-Persian Tailway reasonable facilities for 
obtaining traffic by means of branch without which a main line cannot be 
preter prove commercially remunerative, 

‘As tho text of enclosu 


nation in ry es. : 
AI ERORN ive na ae neave CHRIS group do not consider themselves 
justified in asking Mr. Harrison to proceed to Persia with MM Bizot and Raifalovich to 
niogotiate on bebalf of the Société d'Btudes with the Persian Government. 
© Ivis hoped, however, that Sir Louis Mallet’s letter of the 23rd ultimo may form 
tho basis for further discussion before definite communication is made by the British 
group to their French and Russian associates in the Société d'Etudes, whose 
Tepresentatives are expected in London on the 12th December, to confer on the 


Dusiness of the “ ocisté, havea 
W. E. GARSTIN. 


(63197) No. 350, 
Persian Railicays Syndicate to Foreign Ofice— (Received December 13,) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
December 12, 1912. ° 

IN reply to your letter of the 9th December, we are instructed to advise you that 
‘our board hitve considered the proposed draft of article 4 enclosed in your letter, which, 
Howover, dows uot quite cover the points desired by the board ae the clause states 
that the syndicate are only to be granted the right of acquiring lands and buildings 
other than Government property with the consent of proprietors. These ust words are 

isublo as the intention of tho clauso, as drafted by us, is to prevent the 
toting of the consent of any individual or individuals, the result of 
vhich night be to rendet the construction of the railway impossible. 

Sone word ‘giving. the wyndicato, powers equivalent ‘to those conferred by the 
Land Acquisition Act in India are, our bourd consider, essential, and they have therefore 
rulrafted the clause as per copy’ enclosed, the alterations being shown in lange type. 
We trust that tho clause, as tiow submitted, will meet with your approval, in which 
case, our board will be greatly obliged by your telegraphing same verbati 

iy's Minister at Tehran immediately. 

We are, &, 
(For British and Foreign General Seou 
and Investment ‘Trust, Limited), 
A. B. STODART, Sceretary. 
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Enclosure in No, 350, 


Draft of Article 4, 


THE Imperial Persian Government makes a free grant to the syndicate of all the 
uncultivated lands belonging to the State which the syndicate's engineers shall deems 
necessary for the construction of all or a part of the works in question, and the syndicate 
shall be authorised to. take on such lands and [or] any other lands belonginy, to the 
State free of cost, the timber materials, &o,, which may be required for the construction 
or maintenanee of such works. As for the cultivated lands belonging to the Goverument, 
tho syndicate must buy them at an equitable price and one whieh is the current marke 
price in the provinee. ‘The Imperial Government grants also to the syndicate the right 
of aoquiring PRoM oniuen vnoruirrors all other lands or buildings necessary for the 
same object, on conditions to be settled botween the syndicate and the proprietors, on 
the understanding that the latter shall not be able to raise any claine of auch a 
ature as to enhance the ordinary eurrent prices for lands situated in their respective 
districts. 

In the event of any difference between the syndicate and the Government on 
OTHER PRoPuIETORS as to the price agreed for tho purchase of any zonos or atrips of 
land as provided in this clause, it shall be referred by the syndicate and the Government 
ox sveit orm rrormurTons, jointly, to the decision of the British Minister at Tehran, 
who shall have power to decide whether any price proposed to be paid is reasonable, 
having regard to all the circumstances. Holy places and all their dependencies within 
a radius of 200 Persian archins are formally excluded from this claugo, exeept in cages 
where the local ecclesiastical authorities otherwise expresaly agree, 





(63168) No, 351. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 13,) 


33, 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 13, 1912, 
FOLLOWING received from, Shiraz :-— Sp aust Dae) 


10 continuation of my telegram No, 197 of 11th December, party under Major 
Kettlewell returned safely to Shiraz this afternoon without furthes inedent,  Thocg 
Frew tails of importance to be added. Robbers attacked both sides of road, heavy 
fir, and men sheltered by thick jungle, Officers aud men ocoupied two. positions ayo 


returned fire, but owing to difficult: nature of country and fact. that robbers came in 
erpesite directions were unable to prevent them carrying off somo mules, . ‘Thrus 
gendarmes also were wounded. Governor-General called on Colonel Douglas. and 
Ryvell this morning, expressed his great regret, and assured us ho is taking aative 
Dissures to identify and punish guilty parties, Late Kekford’s fimoral takes, place 
to-morrow, 

“(Repeated Del 


Thave telegraphed for fuller details, 





(52976) No. 352. 


Foreign Ofice to India Office, 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 13, 1912. 
Miniater ANSMIT to you herewith eopies of tlegrams,® exchanged with His Majesty's 
Canister at Tehran, relative to the murder by trilusmen of Captain Ezkfonlegt he 
Central India Horse, int ighbourhood of Shiras, 
Tam to enquire whether the Marquess of Crewe considers it w practicable proposal 


* Nos. 839, 916, and 347, 
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iari, if y itish officers, to inflict 
expolition of Bakhtiari, if necessary, under British officers, 
nent on the tribe whose members were responsible for this outage 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[51833] No. 353. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Oiees Dente 13, Ale. 
- i i Frey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
TAM. direeted by Secrotary Sir Edward Gray to acknowledge the reouipt of 
Inttor of tho ath instant, Aang 9 cay ofa teegrm from the Governmedt of 
in urging the inclusion of line from Bushire to Shira ian amoug. tho 
Taltnyse ne Southern Feria for which eoncesions are asked from the Persian 


oo G in have modified their views with 
TE, Grey obsorves that the Government of India have mi ews wi 

roapeot t this fue tothe eonatevotion of which they originally expressed themselves 

oR Manes of Crowe is already aware of the reasons for which iti considered 

uae to pre she Persian overment at the prose moment fr any concenions 

this nature, with tho exeeption of that for a line from Mohammerah to Khoremabad, 

ad Uae Lorine wilt gnyen eat the sbjetong to doing 0 apply to the line fom 
5 Shims and Ispahin as foribly as to the others. 

Pte bjetions ave akortly set Tord inthe. penultimate paragraph of the 

confidential letter from this department to Mr. Greenway of the 29th ultimo, copy of 

which has boon forwarded to your Oi. Etre 

“LOUIS MALLET. 





(62618) 
Foreign Ofie to India Office. 


§ Foreign Offes, December 13,1912 
na f y Sir Edvard Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

AM diroctod by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to acknowledg i 
ator or ha Ot tatont, forwarding @ copy of 8 telegram from the Government, of 
India, rolative to the proposod. Angio-Russian loan of 1,000,000. to the Persian 
Govornmont) in which itis stated ent of India have no objection to 
guaranteeing such loan vith the Ru mnment, aa ‘ 
aaa ase aut that some misapprehension appears to exist in the mind of the 
Jovornment of India with regard to this question. cs 
ore Tie any Hane, Hoen made that His Majesty's Government ond the 
Rneakisauvesnene sbould guarantee a loan of 1,000,000L The auggeation put 
forward was tliat the two Governments should advance that sum to the Persian 
Government to enable them to restore ordor in the country, and thus prepare the way 
fora large loan by financiers. ‘This proposal, which, as ‘the Marquess of Crewe is 
anya, Is now Deon noe at tho wish of tho Russian Gorernment by the reduction 
by oneshalf of the sun to be advanced, is now in suspense, because no stal l 
Government as yet boon formed at ‘Tehran to whom it would be prudent to len 
money. ree 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[53357] No. 355. 
Lieutenant Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Haward Grey—(Received December 14.) 


Commercial.) 
: Bushire, November 21, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to submit a copy of the report of my commercial adviser 
and viee-consul, Mr. H. G. Chick, on German trade and shipping for the fifth year of 
the Hambnrg-Amerika Company's sailings to the Gulf, 

His Majesty's Government will understand that, for the reasons explained. in 
my No. 7, Commercial, dated the 23rd July, 1911, it is not possible for this 
periodical report to be completed for submission for a considerable time after the 
period to which the statistics relate; but as far as German. tmdo in Persia (apart 
from shipping) is concerned, the position discussed is that which presented itself at 
tho end of last month, 

‘The figures for the period dealt with show a general increase in the number 
of sailings and in the quantity of eargo brought from Europe; a slight decrease. in 
the figures for the Persian and Arab ports boing more than compensated by an 

nerease of over 100 per cent, in the imports for Bagdad and Bussorah. As anticipated 
i the previous year’s report, the German line is rapidly increasing its controlling 
terest in sugar in the Persian Gulf region ; the imports of sugar for the period under 

t being about 30 per cent, in advance of the previous year's figures; and about 
35 per cent: of all the sugar imported up the Persian Gulf (about 40,000 tons) is now 

g in German vessels: imports of British sugar (Messrs, Tate's) decreased 
cnusiderably, 

3. Messrs, R. Wonckhaug and Co, took advantage of a good grain season to make 
large purchases, regardless of prices ruling at home, and by tho end of the wheat 
season they had succeeded i tsrice as much barley as, and more wheat 
than, all the British firms Very similur results attended their 

‘and it is not’too much to say that during the 
grain, 

of India and of the Board of 
at present has been made out, either on, political or 
ial grounds, I hesitate to do morw now than to invite the lively consideration of 
cty’s Government to the suggestions for action put forward in the concluding 
Paragraph “of Mr. 's roport, and to. revert to. tho. recommendation mater io 
Paragraph 3 of my above-quoted despatch, that the Board of Trade be asked to convene 
‘small conference of shippers and ship-owners to discuss both questions, and advise us to 

the most effective means of regaining the ground lost during the past two years, 

‘As regards the necessity for action by His Majesty's oversee to aasiat 
British shippers, speaking generally, I seo no reason to modify the conclusions reael 

despatch No, 2, Commercial, dated the 12th May, 1909, and [beg again to urge on 

ney and. vital importance to us of taking active 
ies or otherwise, to support, our commercial interests 
threatened by effective Russian competition in the 
eeurity of the roads of Northern Persia, whilst simule 
1g trade in the Gulf'and commercial predominance in 


tau 
Atlan Persia is being undermined by the State-aided competition of the Hamburg. 


Amerika’ 
Thave, &. 
P. Z, COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 


the Persian Gulf, and His Majeaty's Consul- 
General for Kare, &e, 
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Enclosure in No. 


Report on German Shipping and Trade in the Persian Gulf (for the period 
wie 2 Boe October 1910-11). 
‘THE period under report covers the fifth vear of sailings of the Hamburg-Amerika 
Jing to the Persian Gulf As compared with vessels of the regular British lines 
and with previous years, the number of outward arrivals with cargo at Bushire has 
been : 





Oster | oor, | vss, | some | soos 





1 6 
Hy u 
; Hf 

7 





Importe, 

‘As compared with the three provious years, the total number of packages imported 

by the thinteen German steamers during the year under review, to all Gulf ports except 
fussorab, was -— 





Se 





Packages. | Packages, | Packages 
Muscat 4. 9,593 8,038, 
Butler Abban 17685 9.062 
Vingal 19514 115 
Hahn i 27004 074 
Busbieo 3 } 19,853, 40,625 


Mohimmorah and Ahwax 40,068 25,250 





‘Totaln 10410 129,236 115,628 


‘The following comparative figures of imports at Bussorah, supplied by His Majesty's 
conaitl, are for calendar yeats, and thus do not exuetly correspond as to period :-— 
Packages 
1908 Se ace eC) 
109 3 Sagan 
tno i 18776 
tui 


Duwworah a a cay BH SER 
Baier eth oe “sig } 926814 


Imports to Persian and Arab ports were, therefore, slightly less on the sagregnte 
than in 1909-10 and 1907-8 ; while imports to Turkish ports on the Tigris more than 
doubled any previous year, reaching the high Sure of 826,814 packages 

Comparison of average imports to Bushire by the various lines works out as 
follows :— 





Noaimeat | Anos 


Shs 
witetcen: | sono, | 1909-10, 





40,625 
G0oo2 





‘The second-named line also carried 3,110 tons of coal to Bushire; the last named 
587 tons, 
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(N:B— The Anglé-Algerian snd Bucknall lines, though still consigned to different 
agents at Gulf ports, are now working under thesamemanagement, F. , Strick and Cor 
Limited, in London, and the number of regular ships of each line dispatched durin, 
tho year is a matter of a private arrangement; for convenience, ebartered veace 
are olten sent by this management.) 


Analysis'of Import Cargoes. 
Far the most important article of shipment by the German vessels ix sugar; and, 


5 feared in the report for 1909-20, tho German line is rapidly increasing its controlling 
interest in sugar in the Persian Gulf region :— 


Swear (Loaf and Crystal together), 





| wre J oss | mean, [sono 





Packages. | Packages, | Packages, 
150 000 500 
1,997 5,250 8,000 
7908 73402 ou 
5,853 1900, 8,050 
6470 8560 
5849, oaG 


27,488 90,878 | 16,642 


20,707 
84,919 








Jam, |) om, 


Seno -| Gaullaee | nee { mes 





{uit total number of packages of sugar brought in German steamers was therefore 
200,497, an advance of70,016 packages on 1909-10, and of about 160,000, packages on 
previous years, 


Proportion of General Cargo, 


Ont of a total import of 115,628 packoged of alll kinds to wix Persian anid Arub 
ports during 1910-11, no less than’ 89,919 packages’ were sugar alone; while ce cargo, 
wipe wed Busoorah and Bagdad in 1910-11—926,814 packages—no leas than 141 tye 
were sugar, 

The balance, parkesed of general eargo, included no kerosono, which would’ almost 
siven to the tint leases, Wonckhaus & Co, had decided. to await tho reuoption 
ienla of Hugger ge epersian Ol Company's article before risking any fresh eonigas 
‘ments of Hungarian oil. As compared with previous yeuts + 





| oti | a 





hori as Pee | ge 

mei as | Maes 

ime ae] ke 

: ae 

Ee as | 18 
Bassorah and Bogdad— e =) 

1908 Fy 5 110,231 82,995 
coud 

ee | Bet 
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Of te 26,200 packages general enrgo from Persian and Amb ports during 
1910-11, the following are the chief items :-— 





1910-11. 





Matchos 
‘Arms ani animunition 
Vermicalli, ke, se 
Tron bars, hoops, &o. + 
Cores re 
Onndles crate 
Boards, in bundles, foF dato boxes 
Provisions liquors +e +e 


Total rel ra 





The 185,686 packages general cargo for 
included = 





Matchen 
Tronware, &. 

Canes 

Coffeo 

Liquors 

Colour 3 

Glassware 

Paper co 
Cottons, workien, ails 5 
Boards, in bundles, for dato boxes 


Total 








From the statisties given above it is clear that more than three-quarters of the 
argo for Bersian ports was sugar alone, while of the eargo for Turkish Arabia seven- 
hs of the packages were sugar, seven-sixtecnths boards for date boxes, aud only 
Gho-oighth goneral ge, a eet 
Aw to genoral cargo, there has been a lange decrease in coffee, iron bars, vermicelli, 
imported by the German ling to Persian and Arab ports, and in coffee, matches, colours, 
and. piece-goods to Bussorah, while ironware, candles, liquors, glassware, paper had 
increased iinport to Bussora Fie z 
Tin satisuctory to note that the decrease in iron bars is due to the courtesy of 
Mosirs. Forbes, Forbes, Campbell, and Co. in consenting to refrain from shipping by 
tho German line to Bander Abbas, 


Gulf Sugar Trade: British and German Shipment compared. 


Rovertings to German efforts to control the sugar trade in the Gulf, the following, 
tablo shows, almost exhaustively, the relative position of British and German shipping 
companies as regards the number of packages of sugar imported during 1910-11 :— 





‘Total by 
‘Total by: all irgeAwori 
Haat Hamburg-Amerika 





Bushiew 
Mobi 
14,178 


418,573 220407 
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All this sugar reaches the Gulf from three ditections, by two of which the transporé 
is British-eontrolled. The Arab ports require more crystal and soft sugar; the Pecan 
ports have a Iarger demand for loaf’ sugar. Detailed figures may bo of interest te 
British firms like Messrs. Henry Tate and Sons, who have been stimulated te wake 
trials of British refined crystals in the Gulf market, 





Muscat, Bander Abbas, Lingab. 





Heats | Goyal | tout. | Gryat | toa | ryt 





Packages. | Packs, ackagex. | ‘ages, Packages, | Packages 
oi ype Beet asec) a iss, Paskagen: | Paskages, Packagos | Pit bh 
Antwerp. and Maree F a 
2. By Het ines trated seen eel ee ae 

fede ep ee 404 | soo. | 19004 a2 

otal British. 35] | 44a 
‘8. By German lino from’ Hamburg, pete Be! pet 
AMWCEP cea et 10,300 2108 








Ba 





Loat, | Crystal, Crystal, 





Seal 
1. By ish lines from. Rngland, petion Ware) | A ase: 


tern, aud Marcileg 
2, By Bridal lines teansbpped frost 72,240 | 10,800 
= - 6h 10,701 18,670 





‘Total British 9 
8, By German tine from Hamburg salen 


Antwerp eo et 34,98 | 2,700 























Bussoral and Bagdad, 


Crystal 





1. By Brith lines tom Rogland, Antwerp, and Bere | Pula 
ne oe ek ae | ager sine 
2% Ry ish thes tipped rom iis | 3884 | aa 
Total Brita, or | aaah 

3. By German line from ‘Hamburg, Antwerp CS M1178. Ht 





Approximately 
ugar imported up t 
yeas an is wher pica. agrecnent 
ie terested in the Gulf region and the 
In my report for 1909-10 T dealt with tho problem of the sugar trade in the 
Galt ae cosierabe length, 1 Dave nov gece at mug ra to:show 


tbat, the postion is more serious than is apparently recognised, and thet aeect coon, 
‘hus been made by tho German line during the pertod ureter report, ne me 

ia The Board of Trade’s confidential memorandum of the {4th November, 1911, on 
frat, Subiest summed up the situation as follows: ‘They noted that all aimee 
from the St. Louis refinery in Marseilles wero for pledged to the British 


they hoped that Messrs, F 


Paneer terested themselves 


# were unable to manufacture loaf sugar 
i cones —the rsian market—the firm hope to push a. 
alsin their ‘ade thought it quite possible that the 
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the Hamburg-Amerika Line, and they hinted that the Raffinerie Tirlemontoise might 
have made long-period contracts with the Hamburg—Amerika Line. They were unable 
to suggest any measure for the improvement of the situation. ae 
‘These conclusions on the part of the Board of Trade, depending as they did in a 
it measure on hypothetical premises, afforded cold comfort to those on the spot, 
impressed with the inereasing seriousness of the danger ahead. I beg respectfully to 
offer some comment on their observation: 


1. It is understood that the contracts betweon the lines controlled by Messrs. Strick 
and Co. and the St. Louis refineries at Marseilles terminate in 1913 or 1914. What 
‘assurance is there that Messrs, Strick and Co, will obtain a renewal? And what would 
ho the position if the Hamburg-Amerika line secure the carriage of all the loaf sugar 
now carried by tho Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall lines? At the present time the 
shipments by these companies to the Gulf amount to anything up to 10,000 tous, 

We know that the Hamburg-Amerika and their Gulf agents are haukering after 
the Marseilles contracts; we know the importance that German officials and the German 
line ive to their grasp of the sugar trade; the Hamburg-Amerika line admittedly care 
very little at what rate they effect. shipments from and to the Gulf as long as they can 
obtiin a control of the trade; they can afford to underbid Messrs, Strick and Co, (a 
they already do whenever they can), and there is every reason to foresee this, 

Wore the British | lose these contracts the entire sugar trade with the Gulf 
would pass to German shipping, except for some crystal sugar vid London and the 
trade by the British India Steam Navigation Company from Bombay. fs 

2, Ibis well not to be deceived as to the extent of Messrs, Tato and Sons’ position 
4 oxportors of British refined sugar to the Gulf, In my reports on German trade and 
shipping for 1906-7 and 1907-8 it wus advocated that Messrs. ‘Tate should be asked to 
intorost themsolves in the Gulf market, ‘The Board of ‘Trade took up the matter, and 
favourable terms of shipment were arranged in 1910. According to information 
finrnished to me by Messrs, Tate and Sons they have shipped to the Gulf in the 
poriod 

October 1010-Foly 1911 24068 exystal agar. 
Mare Mage 1212 cies 
March WI2July 12. 5 won 


Tattempted to arrange in the summer of 1911 a trial in Bushire of Messrs, Tate's 
Toaf sugar in cubes through Messrs, ED, Sassoon and Co.'s agents; but Messrs. Tate, 
though willing to try this class of sugar at low prices, were too busy in 1911, and 
rocontly in 1912 they wrote that nothing had been done on their side ‘owing to the 
unsettled stato of Persia and matters here.” ‘The unsottled state of Persia, as is seen 

Tag not affected the import of sugar, which is on the rise all round the Gulf, Tt 
1p nid Messrs, Tate's exports decreasing despite the information placed. 
AL their 
West Hartlepool line and the 
as supplied at the end of 1910 by the 
ging with thls British Tine to divert two of the laters steamers 
shells to be: 

. Tt scoms very probable that: th Titlemontoise has made long-period 

hy the German line; but it is very necessary that the date of expiry of 

such contracts should be known. Could not enquiries be instituted by the Board of 

le through His Majesty's consul-general at Antwerp as to the approximate date? 

Should there be no contracts, or should the date of expiry be near, the position of 
British lines would become much clearer, 

‘Tho Board of Trade memorandum alludes to Mr. Strick’s reticenos and general 
‘attitude, ‘This is cortainly unsatistictory, but I see no reason why he should not, be 
pressed with good result.” It is stated it the memorandum that it appeared impossible 
to get at: the actual fucls without direct enquiry of Mr, Strick, and it was doubted if 
ho would be ny definite information. Tt is difficult to understand this, 
On the contrary, Mr, Strick is not a little indebted to Government in connection with 

de, Gea of Gove general 
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much inclined to leave his import and export trade here to look after itself, without 
troubling to meet local requirements ; he is very deaf to suggestions by his local agents 
and others, and he certainly has not the same statistical information ae to the ted of 
trade up the Gulf as Government ofcias ean furnish to him. 

It his lines lost the Marseilles sugar contracts we should probably seo him quite 
content to obtain a corresponding. 5,000 to 10,000 tons of freight eleewhere in Ewopo 
for India. At the same time it is doubtful if he knows that the Germans here 
alrady eaptured such @ proportion of the ugar trade, aa is shown above i great 
etal, or Af he realises that the Gulf sugar trade is likely to expand with ponding 
Aeselepents, 

ait he is slow to promote British enterprise is amply shown by his indifferone 

recommendations of the utility of a British lighterago company to request lon oliaally 
and fiom hia agents that his steamers should make Baurot a drvct hoet offen by 
his ignoring our protests against the increase of homeward freighta in 1911 on grain 
shipments by British firms at Bushire, ‘The Board of Trade, in the last sontorto of 
section 1 of their memorandum, commenting on Mr. Strick's assertion that euch an 
increas could ot possibly Inve any hnftl eft, did not feel. themselves abo 0 
controvert this statement; this surely indicates that neithor Mr Strick nor the Board 
of Trade have appreciated the immediate elfest of such an increase in froight rates on 
exports from Southern Persia to Great Britain—an effect, which is fully demonstrated 
in my remarks under the heading of “Wouckhaus and Co’s capturo of” grain 
business. 

Tf this estimate of Mr. Strick's general attitude bo at all correct it ia likely 
tint unless Gorerament—the party most eoneerned are ablo to. uso. pressure on 
stimulate, or support Mr. Strick to secure for himself continuance of the Marveilles 
contracts at all costs, the Germans will make a further inroad into our shipping position, 
Tn any cass it surely is possible for Goverument to make known its wishes to MR Strid 
‘on the subject 


Mesers. R. Wonckhaus and Co.'s Business and Connection with the Hambury-Amorika 
Line in regard to Importa, 


Jose os imported by, or consigned to, Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co, were considerably 
ess than corresponding imports in previous years, chiefly. di i 
tes han crrenpoing imports in years, chiefly due to their cessation of 
Packages, Pack 
Wee 78,082 Out of total to Gulf of 104410" 
10 ” TAG ” » 128,26, 
1910 | eos » 115}628 


On the other hand, im 
appeared in the manifests a 


Messrs. Lynch 1,82 
Packages for Lingah,  Messr 
refraining from ship 
named British firms, 
hh fror 


yy the 
hase of 
ists. do 


Shipments of Manchester Cottons vid Hamburg. 


‘Though they have not occurred duri itis 

E y ing the fifth year of under report, it 
teenaty here, in order to emphasise the current trend of events, to allwle tp the 
reas fae by the Hamburg-Amerika line in Manchester to several firms, who 

tly begun considerable trade i f f 

an *) io ap lee ena zis cottons to the Gulf, and who are not under 
YW er uestion are Holdsworth, Hougie, and Co., Abdullah, Elias, and 
Sons, W. W. Churchill and Co, (Limited). Alr- Hougie, a partner in the first-named 
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firm, asked for explanations, ft that, whereas there had 
Deen for two y British shipping lines and tho 
Hamburg-Anieri rly in 1912 German representatives had 
round to Bi to take away business from the Br 
Tines, 

Whereas contract rates between 
and Co, are 30s, 


and others probably 

T submnit that this is a most: unsal factory development for British trade interesta 
Horo we have the most powerful German line, with Herr Ballin and Gove, 
backing behind it, not content with effectively assailing the position of British firme y 
regard to the export trade at Bushiro, Mohammerah, and Bussorah by: meaus of 
substantial shipping rebate, but even trying to undermine the position of the Brstisht 
shipping companies in Manchester itself 

On the top of this came information from Messrs, Strick and Co. on the 28th 
Mareh, 1912, that after a silence of two yeurs the Hamburg-Amerika line approached 
them in March last with a view to raising outward freights. ‘The  Cymmercel 
Intelligence Branch further elicited the fact that there is a “mutual understan 
but no definite agreement between Messrs, Strick and Co, and the Ham jurg-Amer 
line, that for non-contract cargo the Manchester rate was to be 37s. 6d., the rate for 
bag-sugar 22s, Gr, the rate for caso-sugar 2s, Gi. 

ithe “Morning Post” of the 22nd March, 1912, had the following intelligence from 


“Anglo-German Shipping Understanding = 


oat, Pro centrale states that a very: close working. nerangement is, pending 

between the principal English and German ship all over tho world, ‘The visit 
Ballin, ditector-goneral of the Hamburg-Amerika line, to London last week. 
iy8, very satisfictory in all respects.” 


(ihe anual roport of the Hamburg-Amorika line, issued about March 1912, had 
tho thllowing paragraph :— 


“Tho introduction of largor steamers, ly adapted for the Arabian-Persian 
service was a success enabling this branch to realise a profit. ‘The amount of homeward 
‘cargo offering has increased.” Outgoing trafic still leaves room for improvement.” 


General Rem 
Imports. 


Piatting these facts together, it iso 
‘and dictates torms to the British companies 
in Febri 108, 


‘ir rates on 
t result of which is to give the 
in Manchester, and also as against sugar 


shipped from Lo 


The di impression conveyed by this concatenation of events is that the 
Hamburg: Amerika line is pursuing a detnite policy towards controlling shipping betweet, 
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Europe and the Gulf, possibly in order to subserve its riilway interests in Mesopotamia, 
and certainly in order to spread German trade at the head of the Persian Gulf while og 
the other hand the British shipping lines—Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co, (and for the 
Bucknall-Ellerman interest), the West Hartlepool Company and Andrew. Weir and 
Co, and the British India Company—are working in a haphazard manner, without, any. 
concord of interest and policy. Hither Mesus. Strick and Co. are being lolt a 
norance of the trend of trade, or they are not paying detailed attention to the needs 
shippers and consignees ut'each port in the Chill or trying t strengthen their 
position, “Their answer to the Commercial Intelligence Braich, as regards the action 
of Manchester firms in shipping vid Homburg, is a ease in point: "They were satiated 
that they held the bulk of the Manchester shipments under contract, and were nob 
concerned about the outside firms ; ag these ontside firms hnd refused to oome in. with, 
them originally, Messrs. Strick were not going to adinit such firms—at the latter's 
pleasure—later.’ 
Tie ‘commercial. intelligence branch considered this natural, bub. they. surely 
overlooked the need for Messrs. Strick to have an eye to political exivenoies as well, 
Messrs. Strick and Co, do not reilise that during the past fivn years trade in 
chester cottons to the Persian Gulf has teen rapidly falling into the hands of 
firms, generally of the Manchester-Bagdad couneetion, who are underselling tie 
older established English firms, and quietly pushing them’ off the market, These 
Jewish firms have methods which the other tims aro loath to follows cther de buses 
‘at far lower profit in markets where chea nts for everything, The Hamburg 
Amerika line is now alloy ir cottons from 5s, to 10s, per ton 
thus enabling them to undersell other competitors 


ride 
esas. Strick aro in tho best position to obtain 
h to gauge their own interests in the Gulf, it might be noted that 
His Majesty's representatives at the ports watch every package linded by Germs 
Perea ra atd being more numerous than Mosss, Strick’s few agents, are probably tn a 
Detter position to gauge the flow of trade. 
We can fully appreciate the conclusions 

the Gth November, 1911, that German enterprise 
any losses incurred ; that British firms will not adopt 

, on cominereial grounds, 

anburg-Amerika Bi 
position of British ship 
and a worse: state of 


reat improvement, 

oa operation prevailing between 

Principal German banks, the Hamburg:Amerika line, anid Mose, 

T submit that the weikness of the British position the 

Bova uavsxard of mutual and collective interests, Would it not ho posible he tts 
Faard of ‘Trade to get into closer touch with Messrs. Strick and Conair ” 
{uipoing companies interested, and put before thei the desirability of og understanding 
betiveen all the British fompanies with the object of strengthening the general position 
Carratish shipping in the Gulf? Tt should not bo dificult to explain t¢ Me Strick, in 
articular, the ‘uneasiness that i felt locally in the Gulf, and thetresentment ot tence 
firms of the better opportunities afforded to the Germans, “Mx Sigel might be warned 
of the great interest taken ‘ty His Majesty's Government in the inereaso of trade at all 
Persian ports, and. asked if he cannot arrange for local needs nt nant port to be better 
often Seater consideration to be shown to shippers in freight rates.” Me Steeg eo, 


nen ot ecessity, to be in touch with Government departments, and we eq ate to 
look to him for assistance. 


Tonnage of Cargoes, 


With the limited details at our disposal, it is omly possible to make an estimat 

{tt sugar shipped to the Persian Gulf porta approximated R000 tons (shipping); sigar 

eetssorah and Bagdad, 11,000 tons; and that tho balance'of weno cargo to Persian 
as about 4,500 tons ; to Bussorah and Bagdad 8,500 tor, 


[1591] 3M 
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Average woight of outward cargo carried by each of the thirteen steamers would, 
therefore, be some 2,500 shipping tons, ‘To this has to be added — 


Port Soudan and Jibuti Cargo. 


According to Customs figures from the former port the thirteen vessels under 
roport imported 37,714 packages as against 39,200 for the previous year of sailings. 
‘The 97,714 packages wore shipped from :— 

Packages, 
Hamburg... os Paar) 
Antwerp. 22 a ee e320 
Pore Sad 22 é Ee ES eh CS aigas 


Port Said cargo consisted of: salt, 7,500 packages; petroleum and oil, 5,269 
packages. Of the Antwerp cargo, iron bars and rails, 8,980 bundles; sugar, 1,330 
pack ayes, 

PE arroitanesee eican roughly reckoned according to shipping scale, should have 
boon little more than a total 2,000 shipping tons, or less than 200 tons per vessel. 

As to the Jibuti cargo no details aro available. On the whole, according to the 

ce scale, the German vessels for the year under report earried rather heavier 
‘outward cargoes than in previous years. 


Exports, 


Exports by the Hamburg-Amerik ling, as compared with those of previous years, 
wore, as regards packager 





Le 





Prokages. | Packages | Protagon | Patagen 
nh so ‘ie in 
5784 533 
35 70 
tal 1252 





5048 27,055 21,200 16,709 





1008, 1000 vai | 


Bint) fe ; raons | zee | aioaie | sete 


‘Tho export of genin, however, showed great strides on previous years, duo primarily 
to favourable conditions and heavy, eropee and in the acsond place to the efforts of 
Messrs, Wonekhaus in obtaining a principal share of available produco at Bussorab, 
Molammerah, and Bushire, 


Grats. 








‘Toss, Tons. 

Babroin co 
weit 150 
Mshiro 8,650 
Mobatomera <, 1,920. 
Bussorah (1911) - 221250 


| wie | na | grt 
| 


‘Total grain carried 
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In previous years the export of grain in German vessels had been, from Mohammérah 
moles enna = 
Tous, 
1907-8 7 5 sj 19290 
1308-9 oe 
WHO ake aos 1 10st 


In addition to the 49,875 tons geain (more than 50,000 tons on the shipping scale), 
package cargo fom Bussorah is calculated to have measured about 6,400 tons (shipping 
szle), and earg from other ports about 1,190 tons 

‘otal exports from the Persian Gulf in German vessels therefore reached about 
60,000 tons, or an average of 4,600 tons for thirteen vessels, 


Export Cargo from Malabar Coast of India. 


Moreover, the Hamburg-Amerika Tine at the beginning of 1911 determined by 
arrangement with the Hansa line, to send their vessols to the Malabar coast of Ladin, oy 
cargo in the Persian Gulf was then insufficient to fll their ships, Six vessels in this 
way proceeded from the Gulf to the ports of Mantalore, Tellichory, Calicut, and Cochin, 
Altogether 8,987 tons of cargo were shipped for Hamburg, Antwerp, Havre, Riga, &o, 
an average of 1,389 tons per vessel, ‘The principal goods taken were ;— 


Coffee. Ga 
Pepper ee 
ole Yara eens 
Copra % rs 
Sandalwood. Mea 
Rosewood, &o, mo 


Advantageous rates of freight were given on the Malabar const prinsipaly at: 260, por 
scale ton, rising to 27s, Gd, 


Total Export Tonnage by Line, 


Adding the Malabar cargo to tho Persian Gulf cargo, a grand total of abont 
68,337 tons is obtained, or an average of 5,257 tons per vessel, 

According to a letter from Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co/s chiof manager in the Gulf 
tou British merchant in Bushire, they (as shipping agents) had to fll lange steamers of 
abut 5,000-6,000 tons each month. 

Outward cargo has been calculated in this report to have beon about 2,700 tons, 
and h d caro 5,200 tons on an average por vessel. ‘Thess figures confirm the 

mv in the Hamburg-Ainerika Company's report on their Gull service tov 1911 4 
amount of homeward cargo offering has increased, outgoing trallio still leaves 
room for improvement.” 


Messrs. Wénelhaus and Co.'s Capture of Grain Business, 


an activity in the grain trado of the Gulf dates from the months of January 
and February 1911, when it Boeain eloat thata good hasvest sas to he oxpected in the 
jthole Gulf region, and the peasintry started disposing of reserves, Ae noted in my 
last report, credits were open in Jasiuary 1911 for Messrs, Wonckliaus and Co. to thy 
extent of 70,000L, by the Deutsele Bank, Deutsche Orient Bank, and Ferdinand 
Jacobsen, of Berlin and Hamburg, and Martins’ Bank, of London, in drafts of four 
mouths’ usance, payable in Londou, also 40,000L, it February 1911 by German banks, 

They were thus enjoying strong financial Support in Germany. 
‘They at once began a policy of buying all visible stocks at Bussorah, Mohammerah, 
ritish firms and forcing prices up above London limits; this 

year, and was much resented by British firms, 
Thus German paid for Bussorah barley, described us rubbish 
by British vhile the limit for British firms was 4] liras. Por darisced 
the Gi when Loudon prices were only 14s, 6d. 
in advanee of London for barley, the 
and British firms were unable to scoure 
purchases, 

Th Bushire consistently throughout 1911 the German agents used to pass down the 
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Shipments from Bushire for the official year, March 1911-12, according to Customs 
documents, were by— 








Dixon and Co, 
Mossea: Maleolm 





While Wenekhaus and Co, shipped 7,010 tons of wheat and 4,577 tons of barley. 


Gorman Methods of Competition. 


A very serious position is revealed when we see that four British firms of tried 
experience cannot purchase as much as one German firm. ‘There is a mass of evidence 
as to the manner in which British competition was stitled. 


(a.) The advances to tribesmen, alluded to in my letter of the Ist October, 1911, 
‘and commented on in seotion 4 (a) of the Board of Trade memorandum, were not, as 

Board supposed, advances against. growing. crops, but advances in’ the German 
ice wt Bushiro against grain just: Drought into. the wharf by tribesmen sellers, 
who flocked to the German office knowing that they would give any prices that 
were asked, 

(J,) Tn the summer of 1911, when reserve coin (with which all purchases outside 
Bushire haye to be made) in the Imperial Bank of Bersia had sunk very low, and the 
Dank was refusing to buy drafts of British firms, the German credits became exhausted ; 
but they forced the hands of tho bank by’ getting fresh credits opened in the 
London braich of Imperial Bank, with the result that the bank's reserves were opened 
to tho German firm and still more firmly closed to British firms, 

Germans were selling drafts on London at a rate of 1) krans 
( ) less per 1% than the bank’s rates, ‘They shipped krans to Bushite from 
Kurraches, Bombay, anil Bussorah, - 

(c.), While, on the one hand, the grain purchase was often far below the quality 
that British firms would buy, and a’ great deal was weevilled and had to. be 
rucleaned, the German dealings with Persians were on a scale of liberality impossible 
for British firms, They engaged additional promises at any price asked, and at the 
ond of Decomber 1911 paid several hundred pounds as a bonus to all their German and 
Persian employés in Bushire—an unprecedented proceeding. 

(d.) Reports from Bussorah showed that they were contracting out purchases to 
fnfluential persons on liberal terms” 

(c.) Yet, despite the manner in which money was flung about, it was roported at the 
end of 1911 that the firm estimated their profits at 30,0002 


‘The solution of this capacity for buying at prices outside the range of British 

ns, of Winckhaus’ large profits, apparently wreckless dealing, and in particular of 
‘hein’ aggressive attitude towards Brith buyers i to be found tthe shipping rebate, 
‘or low rato of freight, by which the Hamburg-Amerika line is promoting “German 
intorests in the Gulf. ‘Thero is clear evidence of this in a remarkable letter by 
Mr. Thos Brown, Messrs, Wonckhaus’ chief business man in Bussorah, to British 
merchants fn. Bushire, 

In April 1911 the German firm attempted to form a combine with British firma in 
Bushire for the nominal purpose of keeping clown prices, but their terms were that they, 
Messrs, Wonekhaus and Co,, should be entitled to one-third of all the wheat bought 
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in Bushire and all y. Several British firms, fecling themselves already in an 
* Position owing to the higher prices that, Wonckhaus and Co, were offering, 

and threatened with worse eonditions by the British shipping lines, who were raising 
fieights to’ 25, were inclined to surrender to tho German demands. Fortunately 
Messrs, Dixon and Co, boldly stcod out, relying on official support in thoir operutions 
slong the coast, nnd thus prevented an understanding. 
ang ott head of Wonckhaus and Co, in the letter mentioned above, used tho following 
language 

T ous to come to an arrangement regarding grain purchases in Bushire 
and districts ; if'we have failed up to now to arrange to. combine 4 
opinion, duo to the fact that Dixon and Co. do. not 
ii AMl I ask is that I shall be the onl 
Dixon further agree to give us the barle 


We have to fill la % 0 


Cheaper freight for the German firm in Hamburg—Amerilin steamers—aboub 15e, 
per ton meant that when the limit of prico for British firms in Bushitu shipping at 208, 
. Gd. was 14 to 15 krans for about 1 ewt, of wheat, the Gorman firm cout afford 
10 pay 16 to 164 krans, on an average 1} krans per ewt,, or 5 krans per quarter higher 
flan British, | Native Persian sellers naturally wanted ‘to get. tho highest, prices avd 
int ims were kept out of the local market for tho greater part of 


protested #0 strongly against 

ick replied to the Board of 

understood ‘that space by the Hamburg 

ly booked up to the end of the year, and eonsequontly 

nake in the rates of freight would have’ no effect on the 

freights charged by the Hamburg-Amerika during that 

rasp that the large margin between their increased rates nnd 

Was simply enabling the German firm to buy all visible stocks 

preventing the British firms at Bushiro from buying gain. at 

itish shipping companies by providing them with balf the 

quount of grain cargo from Bushire which they otherwise might have had if British, 
firms bad been able to go on competing with German prices, 


Conelusiona and Suggestio 


‘The position, details of which are given above, ia decidedh 
harvest of 1912 was poor, and 
firms are anticipating renewed a 
enabled to check ext 
Government: takin 
‘The German firm 
prices for gum, po} 

Aint nary vet g. Tt is assumed that 
Hovernment does n fi em Persian por 
one uithern Persian ports 


ian coast, or at any: 
hich their 


be seen tI constituted a quarter of th a 


‘urope. Now that the work of the Bagdad Railway is 
ae the Bagdad terminus, and an Anglo-Turko-German combine has Leon 
wil (2 lighterage on the Shatt-al-Arab and Tigris, it is to be ixpected that there 

sssine uh increased number of German vessels from Germany with railway material 


Hsing up the Gulf, ‘This will afford an opportunity for the Gersara te writen 
Simtel tho Gulf te catand an opportunity fr the Germans to inereas thei 
5 


British firms, Tn any case we can anticipate 
3N 
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that German prestige in the Gulf ports, which made great strides during 1911 to 1912 
45 « result of Wonckhaus’ lavish dealing, will begin to bo a serious aletach to orate 
firms. As this report demonstrates, the four principal points in which Germans aro 
giving us cause for uneasiness are : imports of sugar; intrusion into the Manchester 
markets understandings with British lines; and rebates in frvight permitting their 
‘agents to control prices in exports such as grain. 
Jn 1011 the Board of Trade expressed tho opinion ina memorandum dated tho 
Sti: November, 1911, that from the commercial standpoint there was no case shown for 
intervention by His Majesty's Government. ‘The Government of India have also ia 
their letter dated the 23rd May, 1911, intimated that they were not prepared, for 
nt, to recommend State intervention in the Gulf trade from’ the political 
andpoint, 
view of the additional evidence and fuller ex; 
position as given in th 
div and the Board of 


uiring a monopoly of such 

The contraction without 

ish control or participation of the Bussorah~Bagdad Railway, which the India Offoe 

ned as a possibility, which might necessitate a further examination of the 

question, would appear to have no direct bearing upon the present question, which 
needs special treatment 


8 to the contracts with the sugar 
( wn line), when they terminate, and 
whether it would be possible for him to secure contracts for the Belgian refine 
swell as tho French, 

2, To keep the Board of Trade informed of any pending developments in regard 
to these and of any other nogotiations between the Hambur ine and his own 
shipping interests, 

. Po find w way to conclude an arr with those shippers of cotton goods 
from Manchester, now. shipping by the Hamburg-Amerikw line, #0 that Manchester 
dools will cease to be imported from Hamburg in German vessels, 

1. Roprosentatives of ‘all British shipping lines in the Gulf, including the 
Nest Hartlepool and Andrew Weir and Co, to be invited to met at the Besrd of 
Fracte and to bo told what is the impression. produced on British officials in the Gulf by 
the ine Gorman trade. Tt might be suggested that in the fice of Germay 

5 should bo mutual detensiy understanding 
Aout Hritish. Nines instead of the present indopeudent working. ‘They might ale 
ho asked their views us to the methods by which the Germman_ shipping rebates on grain 
‘und exports could be ant, os to. enable British, buyers to 6 ipete on fairly equal 
terns with Messrs, Wonckhaus and Co,; and also requested to assist British fms 
exporting from Persia as fut as possible, 
le interests in Bushire showed their feeling of the utility of 
causolidation locally by forming a little committee called the Bushive British Conmatteo 
at Commerce some three years ago; similar step has recently been taken by British 
Cat Nohammerah, but many British interests in the Gulf are only represented by 
native agents. ‘The formation of « Persian Gulf section of the Manchester and Londey, 
* would go a great way towards strengthening British eommorcial 


dit the event of 1913 proving another exceptional year for the export of grain 
from the Persian Gulf, and British shipping companies being unwilling to keep their 
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freights low, it will be imperative to consider some indirect form of State aid to British 
firms exporting, 60 as to enable them to compete with Messrs. Wénckhaus and Co. 
H. G. CHICK, His Majesty's Vice-Consul and 
Commercial Adviser to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Busmee, 





1907-8, 1910-11, 





Inronrs, 





snbang cargo 
ra eas 
Cotton goods 

Woollen goods. 
Velveta a plshes <¢ 
Leaf eager. 


CCeystal sugar 
Stoo whisky 
Drags 


Glasswraro 2) 


theaware, porcelain 
Indigo 


Furniture 
Oil fe 
Mircallaveots 

‘Total packages 


Dsererp ree 
inligo ey 








Cotton goods 
Loaf sugar 


Crystal sae 
ilies 
udow glass 


‘Arms and aiimunit 
Vermicali .. 
Miscellaneons 1 


‘Total packages 


Frame cargo— 
Kero 











Soc, Port Sai, aod Gothenburg cargo 
Matches a een re 
leat sagan 





“Total packages 
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Busnme—(continued), 


Boxpen Ansas—(continued), 








j Vapeoriaa 
Yoor-8. | 10062, | 192-10 | roo-n, Amornate 


1907-8, | 1908-9. | 1909-10, | 1910-11, 





Exrorns, 











Opium Chests. 
Guin tragacanth (insoluble) Css and Window glass 


Rramelare 
Totmeco ands 

Carpets ; ire 
Popnyr mood <2 tg ; = 
Lined 2 : 2 


Miscollaneous,. 1] 


‘Total packages 








Miscellancous, 











Laverne sods 
: ; See : Pistachio 
Darl x : k Correia 
Z Araifatila. 
Cotton 
Stain 
Rome 
Micellaoas! 








Musca, 





Invorns, 





oat sugar 
Ceyatal agar 

Vermieelli 
Cotton joni 





Wedd foridaté boxes Bianales Neal sugar, 
Ugur, Cave 

Crystal sugar, 
Macaroni, ee 


desu 
Hertumory, Piccengonds 


Matcha i 
i anid colours, of 


Gold thread, braid, brocade 
Sv 


CBimaware, crockery 
oops} - 4 5 Soin 


Provision Totahry” 
Miscellaneous 











5038 





Buxper Annas, 








loaf sugar. +» Cases and 





Crystal sugar. 

Kronen “ . 

Trontams 2 2 Mts 2 

Steel ire 2 i 

Trou plats an’ shots 222 

Liquors brandy, Ae. ss alg 
caloury 
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Lrsoan—(continued). Monasnmran axp Anwaz, 








. Approximate 
1wot-s. | 1008-0, | 1909-10, | 1910-11, 1007-8. | 1003-9, | 1909-10, ae 








Exrorns. 





Iuronrs, 





Ose ts. sags 
Eulgren aoe os 351 5 oat suger. 
‘Awafatida ces 
Heep . v Orystal sagar.. 
ah 5 g Catton goods. 
Poppy reed u eo 5 Caton goods. 
cee Eee a 3 Velvet a puntos 
Miscellaneous, 

Dates z 
Campers 2 


972 | 6,603 





Troe machiory. 1, 
Tron hoops, wire 
Nails 


Banner, Gold thresd 
Dr 
Iuronrs, 





Loaf agar 1400 | 1460. 
Crystal sugar Ba £093, ‘500 
Vermicoll 171 0 | 
Cotes aas7 | 5,359 
Kerowone 14,625 | 14000 
Matchon 0) 290 
Caulon 

Gotton goods and yarn 
Woollen goods and yarn 
Gold thread fc 








vierockery “A 9 Grain and paddy, &e 4. ©. Tons, 
Wintow glans ie . Packages ve) St “ 
Sovingmachines 


Enamehvarw, ., 
Lampwaro 
86 




















Ganon ie : (63355) 
Conta i eines 5 Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Hakoard Grey, —(Reccived December 14) 
Ose about a 


Metalware 


Miscllaous ‘ Confidential.) 





it, Bushire, November 24, 1912, 

T HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a despateh, with enclosure, whieh T have 
ajgeoed te His Majesty's Minister on the subject of the buoying and lighting of 
{iushins harbour, together with a copy of the enclosure to my despatch No, 69, dated 
aoa tho 13th October, to which reference is made, 

nied tm forwarding a copy of the enclosures to thia despatch to His Majesty's Tndia 
= ie, 

ic, ze760 | 11402 Thave, &, 

Se stat Bs Lt P. Z COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
Tee i He the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
‘Total packages Sern [age [43a General for Fars, é, 


‘Total packages | 37908 





























—$______ 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 356. 





Tn 1878 one Abdul Aziz-bin-Jasi 
writes to Colonel Ross stating that he 
lighthouse for the convenience 













Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 







(No, 84.) for use thereon, but it does not 
ir, Bushire, November 24, 1912, 





thereon, though the proposal 
commander of one of Hin Majest 

In 1879 both the outer ai 
Government of Bombay 
Government, and the B 
responsible for them, 

In 1883 the Government of India in the Foreign Department. wrote thab ib was 
yot at present the intention of Government to replace tho buoys inthe Persian Gully 
but sanctioned the repair of the existing buoys at the expense ol Government : a Ma 
Department resolution, dated the 25th July, 1883, confirmed the deceion 
Government not to provide new buoys, 

J Ade the local authorities were approached in the matter by Colonel Talbot, 

Sprarently forthe first time, the governor being requested to eo-operato in the relayin | 
Kosonat, huey at the inner anchorage, which was eventually done on the Sich 
Norpnbar but by an offcar ofthe ‘Lawrence.’ ‘The governor waa duly infirmod of 


IN continuation of my despatch No. 69, dated the 19th October, 1912, T have the 
honour to state, for your Excelleney’s information, that two gcotylone gus buoys forthe 
Puitite anchorage ‘have recently arvived, and, after tral at Abudan, will shortly 
be laid, 

2 Tn case this should evoke any enquiry or protest by the Persian Government, T 
bog to enclose, lerewith a copy of a memorandum which has been prepared from the 
archives of this residency, from a perusal of which it will he seon that sur prescriptive 
ght to control the lighting and buoying of the Gulf, which was put. forward by His 
Majesty's Government in the course of negotiations with Turkey,® is, at any rate > the 
particular ease of the Bushire rondstead, amply justified by’ the ucts, "The secoma 
Rirthor demonstrates, I venture to think, the perilous futility of the spasmodic attempts 
fp. bucy or light the harbour mado in the past by. the Persian Governmont, whether 
through their own loeal authorities or through the medium of the Belgian Customs, and 
Seid us excellent practical grounds for insisting on our sight to continue to: conteal 
he tuoyage of this hatbour, on the efficioney of which the safaty of shipping, almost 
entirely British, in a great measure depends, 

1 may mention that a new wnlighted buoy was laid in Bunder Abbas harbour in 
Marol last without any protest being raised 

Thave sent a copy of this despatch, w 
and to His Majesty's Foreign Office, 

Thave, ke. 
P, %. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul. 
General for Fars, &« 































of 









































iat had been done, and promised to issue. the noceasnry orders to fslermon, es nos 
to 








terfere with the buoys, | 
1s 1901 another buoy was laid by His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” on tho weat end of 
Tafkah reef, close to the spot which was occupied until recently by an ne 
arch 1902 the “ Lawrenca” placed a buoy at the outer eel, and in informing 
jh resident of the fact complained that two buoys proviously laid in the samo rect 
had disappeared, and requested that orders on the eubjest eight be ive by the local | 


























h enclosures, to the Government of In 




















Persian authorities. ‘The governor was accor ingly verbally asked on the 2nd April to 


Teas eeigdas and others not to interfere with the buoys, and promised verbally! to do 
spat ae SueHested, howaver, the expodioney of our making the buoys diatincdivg os 
that they could be identified’ if stolen, and added that therw were de hecie port 
uthorities in Bushire who could look after such mattors 




















































Enclosure 2 in No. 








5, ade ett January, 1903, REM, “Lawrence” Inid ati iron buoy in. tho ] 
sal ese, but the Persian authorities do not appear to have specially bce 
Note on Arrangements made for the Buoying and Lighting of Bushire Harbour nformed, 


since 1863, 








In March 1904, a8 a result of pressure by the Russian Gove 
hemselves to place buoys and erect lighthouses in the Pomtan Gulf dhe Shey was 
nducod to. onder from Nusa arabes buoys to be laid at various points in the 
sian Gulf On the arrival ofthe buoys they were claimed by the Roses conte 
sie Gants the property of the Russian Government, but this elim was nos miniGiat by 
he Custons, who mace no use of the buoys for somo timo, ny it wee found ee they | 
Wr thegttuitable for use in open water, Eventually, however, in Septombwr 1901 torent 
il in the fatrway channel of the harbour ; within twelve mouths sevorck 
Ppearad and wero not replaced, and by 1905 it appears that, nore 
Nar fate attended those laid on th bee of the Shatt-cl-Arab by the 


toms Department, 
———— 


Enclosure 3 in No, 356, 


rnment, who proposed | 















Lieiitenant-Colonel Belly writes to the officer commanding 
* instructing him to obtain from Marghil (Bussorah) & 
buoy to ruplioy the Bushire buoy, a i spit at the entrance of 
Bushire harbour (i, inne in question was found too small, 
Mowe uty sas therefore obtained y the ‘Georgiana ” fom the village of Gaataly, 
whose inhnbitants had picked it up some four years botore, 

Writing on the 23rd July, 1863, to the Chief Secretary to the Govern 
Bombay, Lieutenant-Colonel Pelly explains that. he took the ebove acting 
tion of orders of Government, us the existing buoy had sunk, and te have 
tho pending reference to Government would have been to risk another grou 
the mail-steamen 

rg fperintendent of marino, Bombay, reported to Government in August of the 
Dy iar te Gat the above order by Liewtenant-Colonel Polly anticipated dinctions eece 


By in to tha commander of the’ Georgiana” to replace the buoys aah bec aoa 
Bushivo and the Shateal Acad 


It appears clear that thero were normally two buoys hi 
Colonel Pelly, in November: 1863, in a letter to the Ch 
of Bombay, remarks that if a 
present there could thon be Ia 
Present there is a buoy only on one side of the 

In 1865 one of theso buoys drifted out of 
schooner in its proper lac on the 94h Apri 

Tn 1870 ono of theso buoys was carried away “from the outer roads”; the 
Government of Bombay sent up a buoy to replace i 

1 1874 i wn roported that the Government buoys mark 
Fort” wore in need of repairs, which were shortly afterwarda ef 
ships, 





* Georg 












































































Hicutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 















Bushire, October 13, 1912. 
the honour to recall that ono of ‘the items which, in'a poorenat ‘commini- 


Sition to you when in Caleutta, Tinclided in a list of deeilegata y ich, I considered, 
should be sought from the Persian Government by friendly means as opportunity offered 


Tia lg Senet recognition of our prescriptive right to control buoyage and lighting in 
ho Gu 


__ 2. Onthe one hand, it seo 
this recognition (which we have al 
future in connection with 




























ig the entrance to the grou i i ield with a friendly demand 
cted by His Majesty's ri it by some pretentio 
lights or buoys in their 


aP 











* Pile British notes vo Turkish Ambassador, dated July 29, 1911, ana July 18, 1912, 
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3, I have specific reasons for this apprehension in that at a recent meeting with the 
Governor of the Gulf Ports (Mowakker-ed-Dowleh), his Excellency asked me the facts 
regarding the reported erection of a lighthouse at Tamb, and the location oflighted buoys 
at Bushire ; he enquired at the same time what decision had eventually been arrived at 
in the ease of the proposed lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib. None of these topics had 

reviously been touched upon between us, 4 

Ty detente Uh, Wsomas a ae hee concurrence of the Sheikh of 
Shargah, we were about to put up a light there to facilitate navigation. The only 
remark bis Exedllenoy had to make inthis conection was to ay that there wap 
no doubt that the island properly belonged to Persia, and that they had to thank 
the blatant action of the Customs in 1904 for spoiling their case in regard thereto, 
T rejoined that we considered, on the other band, that it was beyond doubt that 
the sheikh of the Jowasim of Oman owned the island, and aa, in desling with this 
ion, we had to reckon with patent facts, it seemed waste of time for us to discuss the 
ion now, 

As rogards the lighted buoys, I informed him that I understood that our 
murine authorities did intend to place gas buoys at the two anchorages, in order to 
improve the fucilities for ships making the harbour, He then asked who was going 
to pay for their cost and upkeep. I replied that: we should do s0, as we were doing 
and lays ind done in the awe of otber buoys laid for the beret of naviga 
















que 















for Sheikh Shuaib, I said that I had heard no 
more ‘and supposed the idea had been given up, for the present at all events, 
Ho said, “What would such a lighthouse cost to erect—only about 2000L, I 
understand ¢”” T replied, “Nearer 9,001." 

‘Thon, we went on to other subjects. 

Judging from the above conversation, T think it possible that the governor may, 
in ordor to curn merit with the central authorities, suggest their asserting themselves 
in connvotion with the location of buoys in Bersian waters, ¢ - 

4, I have thought it advisable to place Government in possession of the precise 
local position filly by letter, and have forwarded a copy of this communication to 
is Majesty iat, bub tthe Geverament of dis endorse my view as to the 
advisability. of obtaining formal recognition from the Persian Government, and if 
Tonn negotiations are current, they will perhaps see fit to deal with the question by 
telogenph 





the proposed lig 





























(53366) 


iewtenant-Colonel 


No, 357. 















P, Cox to Sir Edward Grey—(Recvived December 14.) 


Confidential.) 





, Bushive, Novomber 24, 1012, 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 8 of today’s date, I have the honour to 
1 PY of despatshy vith enclonutee, which T, Vave addreased to His Majesty's 
in connection with the establishment of leading lights on the town residency 
flaygstaft at this port. i ee eee. 
Tam forwarding a copy of the enclosures to this despatch to His Majesty's India 
Oftiew, 











Thaye, &e. , ES. 

P, Z COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e, 





Enclosure 1 in No. 357. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


ir, Bushire, November 24,1912 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 48 of to-day's date, [have the honour to enclose, 
for your Excelleney’s information, a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the 
Government of India, in connection with the establishment of leading lights on the 
residency flagstatf at this port, 










































239 


Tam forwarding s copy of this despatch, with enclosures, to His Majesty's Foreign 


Office. 
Thave, &, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e, 
Ea 
Enclosure 2 in No, 357. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


Sir , Bushire, Novomber 24, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to report that. the two dioptric lanterns, sanctioned for 
erection on the British residency flagstaff in Bushire town us leading lights to, the 
‘anchorages of the port, havo recently arrived, and in the course ofa week or en days. no 
spon as ceriain fittings, which have had to be made locally, have been completed, wil be 
rigged for ervetion by R.LMES, “Lawrence,” Meanwhile I bog to offee-the i lowing 
cbervations as to. the attitude which the Russian consul-general or his Government 
Jiulsing by recent indications, may be expected to assume towards the question, 

2, “the Government of India will recollect that when I frst proposed the eatablish- 
ment of lanterns on the residency flagstaff here T did so on nautical grounds alone, as a 
nsult of representations by masters of steamers and others, It was not until Febewee, 
1912 that the Russian consul-general commenced to show a light on his flagatafl, 1 
Db liable and a source of danger to ships, and his Bxcelleney Rear-Admiral Sit 
Hmond J. AW. Slade in consultation with wwe on tho occasion of his visit to. Bushiro, 
qiliswsed Government by telegram on the general subject, suggenting Ineidontally thag 
ge Russian Government might ultimately be asked to cease hoisting their lights. ‘The 
Seay uny of State for India telegraphed on the 27th May that the question of making 
such 4 eommunication to the Russian Government. was tinder consideration, and on the 
2sth May the India Office addressed His Majesty's Foreign Office, suggesting that. the 


proposed eormmunieation should be sent as soon as our lights wero fstalled and ie 
working onde 


Soon afte 
colleague met 
he 

asked whether 
of the Par 




































tho arrival of the lanterns at Bashi 
ned to one of my stall (who pleaded ignorance of details) that ho had 












Apart from this topic, I have had reason to know that M, do Pitre maintains 
ite relations with the Russian consul-general, and there seem grounds for thinkin, 
matter of lights and buoys concert, as only last woot. 
Jrere found to have eon laid in the inner anchorage by” steamship 
Ono of them, however, apparently got adrift twenty-four hours late, 
Gul has buen Tost; I have not yet ascertained definitely what, bas buoome of the 
light the iat of the foregoing considerations, it seems probable that in exhibiting a 
lait the Russian consul-general has been actuated by the desiry, firstly, to forseall 
au 20M to compete with Our lights, and that his action must. be regarded as heviae 
pearing and treated as such The probability is the more substantial, havi 
ata the interest displayed in tho past, both by tho Russian Legation iu, Tekin 
grout? Russian cousul-general at Bushite, in th lighting and buoying. of the Gulf 
sian icy datentum, therefore, with great respect, to suggest thab, if any comments 
so be mae tothe Husian Government on the subject shoul ty onpliaay 
inlinatd that Tie Majesty's Government rogant thoir control of the. surveying 
ighting, buoying, and pi Gall ax beiog a pachiot lee) 

























Tigh ilotage of the Persian 
Britain ie geo special interests in the region the possession of which by Grevt 

vai been recognised by the Russian Government. Tt will bo rumomberod dat, 
i smuuieation on the above lines was made to the Russian Government in connection 


ih a antine arrangements in the Persian Gulf in July 1907, and with satistactory 


5. In order to prevent any feeling of soreness, 











and to allay possible appreliension 
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on the part of the Russian Government that the sudden discontinuance of the light 
would involve a loss of prestige to their local representative, His Majesty's Government 
muy perhaps consider it desirable to suggest to the Russian Government that the light 
should be discontinued whenever the present incumbent of the consulate-general next 
quits Bushire on leave or transfer. I see no serious objection, on local grounds, to his 
lights remaining as they are until then, though, of course, it would be preferable that 
they should be discontinued now. 
6. T shall not fail to inform the Government of India by telegraph as soon as our 
shore lights have actually been established, 
1am forwarding a copy of this letter to His Majesty's Minister and to His Majesty's 
Foreign and India Offices. 
T have, &c. 
P. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 








[53280] No. 358, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 14.) 
Sir, India Ofice, December 13, 1912, 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Oth instant regarding the future of the, Anglo-Porsian Oil Company 
in relation to the commercial and Political position of this country in Persia and the 
Persian Gulf. 

‘The Marquess of Crewo observes that it appears to be assumed that the absorption, 
of the company by the interests represented by the Shell Company will be the 
inevitable result of the refusal of His Majesty's. ernment to accord the former 
diplomatic or even financial support. His Lordship is not aware of the foundation 
upon which this assumption rests. Tt is indeed obvious that a rapprochement between 
the two concerns is likely to take place, but it appears to him more probable that this 
will take the form either of an a angement between them regulating the price of oil, 
or of one whereby the Shell Co: pany will (as has been done in the case of the Burmah 
Oil Company) take over the British company’s output, minus a stipulated amount 
which ter will market itself. Wither rraugement would doubtless raise the 

rice of oil (a matter for the consideration of the Admiralty) and increase foreign 
sts in the Persian Gulf, but neither would of itself suflice to give those interests 

a footing in the interior of Persia, 
‘The actual ab sian Oil Company, in the sense that the 
ends would pass under foreign influence, would 
y aling with them Lord Crewe would suggest. that 
immediate question should be more closely examined from the point of view 
indicated above; and the company might perhaps be asked to undertake to give His 
lajesty’s Government tin notice before entering upon any arrangement that would 

involve absorption. 
Tam, &e, 
‘tl. W. HOLDERNESS. 


ee eee 


[52801] No. 359. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Towntey. 


‘No. 728.) 

Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, December 14, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 627 of 10th December ; Advance to Governor-General of Fars, 
Arrangement approved. 








152795) No, 360%, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley, 


i i 912, 
ic, Foreign Office, December 14, 1912, 
UO Bru Tabane ore erionibemaler aeeeeis luenee in Northern Persia, 
I presume that I may quote M. Mornard as my authority for the statements 
contained in your despatch No, 292, omitting mention of agents, 





[1591] 
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53197) Xo. 360. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

Wo. 729.) 5 
(felegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 14, 1912. 

PERSIAN Railways Syndicate wish the Gllowing text substituted for those pro- 
viously given for elause 4 of their contract with the Persian Government, You may. 
communicate it to Mr. Wood for the necessary action if you think that there in, 
objection to it :— 

tate Imperial Persian Government: makes a free grant to the syndicate of all the 
uncultivated lands belonging to the State which the ayndicate's engineers shall dens 
necessary forthe construction of all or a part of the works in question, and the 
syndicate shall be authorised to take on such lands and/or any other 
the State free of cost the timber, materials, &c., which may be 
construction or maintenance of such works, As for the cultivated 1 ing to 
the Government, the syn hich ia 
the current 


roprietors, on the unde: 
such a nature as 


YY zones or strips of land 
dicate and the Government or 
itish Minister at ‘Tehran, who 

to be paid ia reasonable, 

their dependencies within 
excluded from this clause, except in 
herwise expressly agro,” 





(63461) No. 361. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived Decomber 15.) 
(No. 634.) 
(Telegraphic) R Tehran, December 15, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 723 of 10th December, 


jounasigeneral at Bushire is of opinion that Lieutenant Steward can undertake 
journey with safety. 





(63463) No. 362, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 15.) 


(No. 636.) 
(Telegraphis.) Decode 


Tehran, December 15, 1912, 
‘OLLOWING from Shiraz, No, 201, 14th December :— 


jecilonel Douglas has handed me detailed report on incident, drawn up by Major 
Kettlewell, from which T extract following detaila 
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by six or seven sowars, had passed beyond jungle, and, just as leading mules 
rere Apanribg toon jieas hee Bro wae opened by a party from hills on left. 
Advanced party galloped ahead, got under cover, dismounted, and started to elimb hill, 
It was dificult to discover enomy through thiek jungle, but shots were eachasged: 
and it is now that Eekford was shot through heart. A few minutes after, Kettlewell 
saw from erest of ridge 150 to 200 men rush out from bottom of ravine below, towards 
river-bank, His men fired on them, but they quickly disappeared into jungle. Mean- 
while sowars of baggaxe guard had crossed to north bank of river and taken up 
position in low hills. They report that smaller body of robbersjoined attack also from the 
north, Kettlewell now collected men with him, desconded hills, and crossed river-bed, 
taking Rekford’s body with him, ‘They joined other Birt, atl mative ofcer and two 
sowats who had gone ahead also rejoined’ party here, Meanwhile robbers appear to have 
madeoff over hills northwardswith the booty. Whole party then returned to Khanehzinian, 
moving by north bank of river, During this movement some fifteen to twenty horsemen 
were seen on hills tonorth and shots exchanged. Kettlewell states hesaw no caravan litter 
‘Mt caravanserai at Khanehzinian or on road, Small party of Persians with three or four 
mules, who left sori after sowars had started, were robbed and their mules taken, 
‘They retumed to serai on foot, where Kettlowell saw them, but he had not seen them 
‘on road, 
“ Kottlewell also states that, beyond the firing, no attempt was made to attack his 
small party, Robbers wore apparently only out for plunder, and cleared off at once 
» they had seized mules. “As to the (gendarmerie, it would appear that Persian 
when ho reached the burj brought his men back along erest of hill, and it was 
there that they wor wounded. Kettlewell only saw them in the distance moving 
‘long hills to south when he was roturning towards Khanchginian. Copy of Kettlowal 
detailed report will be posted to you by Douglas.” 





(53464) - 363, 
Sir W. Towiley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 15.) 


(No. 637.) 
(Velogeaphicn) Te Tehran, December 15, 1912, 

FOLLOWING from Shi No, 202 of 14th December :— 

“My telegram No. 201 contains all details which can be furnished by Colonel 
Douglas and Major Kettlowell roy 1 circumstances of attack on the latter's 
party. Twill bos 8 no intention of escorting caravan, but 
that Major Kettlovre v hat there was any caravan in his vicinity. 

"1 have. searel fully thre ad. the: only 
instructions which I can fiud at all resembling those referred to by Ko 
nine except for exe 
viel 0 Sir G. Barclay’s telogram No. G0 of 3rd. March 
(in connection Sultanabad incident reported in legation telegram No. 153), 
Jn which he says that ‘some undorstanding. should be come to with deputy. governor 
448 to inv what direction and within what limits troops cau safely exercise’ As the 
oxpedition upon which to officers had started on this occasion was planned with the 
Knowledge and consent of the Governor-General, I venture to think that spirit, if not 
oxaol Totter, of these instructions had been obsorved, 

“Tneol scarcely add that n 
to disregard instructions of yourself and Government, 

“As rogrds otlier queries contained in your telegram under reply and not fully 
amswored by my immediately preceding telegram, I beg to report as follows 


poi 
nflucnce of \ 
More defi 


four gendarmes wound 


. Regarding caravan. Reports differ, but latest information gives total number 
of mules at about 140, of whieh some 30 only with their loads were carried off, but 
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Major Kettlewell saw nothing of them, and does not know exactly where thoy 
were attacked. 

“4. Itis clear from Major Kettlewell’s narrative that attack was not aimed against 
officers and sowars, but was made purely for sake of robbery, differing from ten previous 


outrages made upon British officers and their men in vieinity of Shiraz daying last 
twelve months, 


‘Tam addressing you in a separate telegram on question as to retribution, to which 
reference is made in Foreign Office telegram No, 727 of 12th December.” 





[58465] No, 364, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdvward Grey —(Received Decombor 15.) 
(No. 638.) 
(Polegraphie) Tehran, December 16, 1912, 

FOLLOWING from consular officer at Shiraz, No. 208 of 15th December: 

(Private,) 
Colonel Douglas asks me to send you following :— 
“« (Brivate,) 

S“Daring last year Ihave had to choose between keeping officers and men closely 
confined to the immediate neighbourhood of Shiraz. or allowing them such latitude a 
afer consultation with His Majesty's consul and the local Persian authorities, thought 
T night reasonably do. Until quite recently I have thought it advisablo to adopt the 
former alternative, and, although moral effect of such action is exceedingly injurtous to 
regiment, I have, in view of political considerations involved, raised no protest 

‘With the increased security following temporarily on the arrival of Governor- 
General and the policing by gendarmerie of the roads in neighbourhood, I have allowed 
somewhat greater latitude, and accordingly sanctioned trips to Dashtarjin und availed 
nysilf of the opportunity to send with them small surveying party under the superin- 
tendence of Captain Eekford, who was himself trained surveyor, In view of rovult I 
deeply regret, having done #o, but submit that. the risk was not greater than, that 
incurred by shooting expeditions within a few miles of Shiraz, where small 
oficers and men have frequently been fired at, and there 
encountering. a large raiding party.” 


It Tias been clear for some time that the situation at Shimz was wollsnigh 
intolerable for both officers and men, bat I had not realised that it wan quito so bed 
asisshown from the telegram just repeated to you, I understand from? Me, Smart 
tit the firing on shooting’ parties generally was due to the action of villagers, who. ta 


the present disturbed stats of the province are prone to fire on any armed party on the 


chance of theit being robbers, When there hus been any, doubt on this pointy punish, 
mont has been inflicted. 





(53457) 


St. Petersburgh, December 15, 1912, 


joverninent states that Russian Minister at 
for intrigues in question, and attaches no 

rt made to Saad by certain persons at Tabriz, and by 
Russian Minister adds that this opinion is shared by 
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(63554) . 366. 


Sir W. Lownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16)! 


(No, 237.) 
Gee) Tehran, November 20, 1912. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 202 of the Ist ‘ultimo, reporting an 
improvement in the relations between Sheikh of Mobammerah and the Bakhtiaris, 
I have the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have 
received from His Majesty's consul at MMohammerahy reporting the eonclocion ote 
satisfactory agreement botiveen the two part ‘ - 

‘Though the Bakhtiari khans resident in Tehran are not in possession of the 
terms of the agreement made, they have declared themselves ready to abide by any 
sottlement reached by Sardar--Jang. 

Thave, &e., 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


—————————— 


Enclosure in No, 306, 


Consul Haworth to Sir W Townley. 
(No. 1, Confidential.) 
Sir, Mohammerah, October 19, 1912. 
THAVE the Honour to inform you that Agla Rahim arrived here on tho 
14th instant to discuss Bakhtiari differences with the sheikh. ‘The result of this 
maeoting, has been as follows : 


‘The Jarrahi lands recently bought by the Bakhtiaris are to be resold to the sheikh 


for tho price paid for them, i.e., 15,000 tomans. 

With reference to the Akili lands, should the Bakhtiaris be able to show that any 
of their property rests with the Arabs, such property will be returned. ‘To this point 
Lill return, i = 

Further, all the agreements recently mado with the Amir Mujahid and signed by 
him will bo ratified by the khans and will be signed by all . 

‘The sheikh agrees to give up all claims with regard to Shuster on the following 
conditions, 

‘The Governor appointed shall always be a neutral one from 
Rahim is now to bo his assistant and represent both sheikh and Bak 
the governor nor Rahim Khan shall at any time have the right to senda “mamur” 
toany Arabs residing within tho country from Dizful aud Husseinabad in the north 
to tho southernmost point of the Arabistan jurisdiction, nor shall they send  mamura" 
to Bilaiti (across tho river at Shuster), nor to the Gundezlu, nor to the Kharran lands: 
should any Arabs, or anyone in the places named, offend, the sheikh will be referred 
fo, and he promises to take the necessary steps to punish them, 

‘he Rakhtiaris further ask that Bakir Khan be released with the condition that he 
shall not return to Shuster, ‘They also ask that the family of the kalantar be allowed to 
return to the town, ‘Thi h has agreed to, and in return the Bakhtiaris have 
agreed that upporters of the sheikh, on 

tj but this agreement does 


Khan with Amir 

Mujahid will_me a n Ahwaz, and all points will be 
discussed cued. 2 

lands. After the’ above-mentioned 

certain tents and other stored goods 

‘a present” of 3,000 tomans to the 

question of indemnity, and the matter 


» arrangements are in every way satisfactory, and should provide a means to 
torminate the friction which has so long existed between the two tribes. 

{With lands and people who dovetail so much it is impossible to attain a solution 
which li ® weak points, and there is room still for trouble if the parties to the 
agreement lo not fulfil their contracts, but there appears to be a desire on both sides 
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to make peace, and I have every hope of a settlement which will last for somo time 

to com 
‘The sheikh has made it a condition that the agreement whon signed shall be 

ish consulate. 
left to-day for Ahwaz to communicate with Amir Mujahid, and may 
it Ram Hormuz 
T have, &., 
L, HAWORTH, Major, 1.4, 





(53555) No. 367. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hidward Grey.— (Received Decomber 16.) 

No. 238.) 

Sir, Tehran, November 22, 1912, 
match No, 206 of the 26th October, 

requesting my he despatch dated the 15th September 

from His Majesty’ bjvet of the financial adminis 


may bo: 
venues 
the local administra 


1. The Bank Loan Convention of 1911 stipulates that no charge other than a 
phecified sum for, the service of previous loans, and the expenses of the upkeep of the 
local eustoms. administration, should be payable from the southern, euro ra pts 
before the monthly instalment of the service of the loan has been amet, 

It is to be regretted that, unlike the Russian Bank's agreement with the Persian 

vernment. where the approximated expenses of the northern customs adi 
i given a fixed figure, in the Imperial Bank's convention the amount is lefb undefined, 
Gemequently the Bank has a, moral right to assure itself that: any: sums. paid out by 
the customs officials avo legitimately on account of upkeop, and in caso of dispute on 
this point, or as to how far capital outlay—o,, the ervetion of n new customs ove or 
the refitting of the vessels engaged in the provention of eontraband-—-anay be considered 
such a eomnittee as is propose ould usefully netitents 


Sir P. Cox's roponl contemplates concurrence in any disbursements ont, 


fequstoms rosipts, other than for the bare needs of the Customs, administration, 
tefore the service of the loan is met, T should deprecate such a course. Botore tha 
Park Loan Convention, certain items, often alluded to as the quasicixed charges, 
had. with the acquiescence of His Majesty’ Government, priority, over the mersico 
of the then existing loans, but in view of the above-quoted ex rene stipulation of the 1911 
emvention, the draft of which was approved, I believe, by the [orsign and lok, 
2h, and the conditions taken note of in a letter from the Foreign Ollice published 
{i the prospectus of the loan, it seems to me out. of the question to encoumysd ot cour 
aay breach of these conditions, If this contention eoncurs with your views, 
Sir P. Cox's proposed committee could only deal with disbursements out. of sho surplus 
{ietoins receipts and the local revenues collected by the Customs as agents of the 
frac maezegeneral, which are now, Tunderstand, to be kept in separate accounts, ‘The 
frst practical step the committee could take would be to determine the amount ens 
egret fay fhe preservation of order in the Gulf’ port, and what proportion of 
this amount should be chargeable to the surplus customs feceipits,, When the ie fixed, 
{(tould be insisted on that in the event of the further pledging of the Sather 
{q'stoms receipts, whether on acoount of udvances on the part of tho lmperial Berke ce 
opesuarantees desired by the Mohammerah Railway Syndicate, or of yhrt gurantee 
offered to the contractors of the projected big loan, this amount should ines priority 
over the services of such new financial obligations of the Persian Government, 
be remembered that in March next His Majesty's Goverment resume the 
ight of appropriating all. the surplus customs receipts for the repayment of the 
Marat idvanees made to the Persian Government. It is to be prequned that Hig 
Majesty's Government will not wish to cripple tho local admintsteation aul wilt 
[1591] aR 
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most exact such surplus as will leave provision for the urgent needs of the governor. 
Tt would be in determining the amount of such provision and supervising its proper 
application that the proposed informal committee could insinuate a beginning of control 
with the least ground for objection on the part of the central authorities. 

It may not be out of place to state here that the various sums at present payable 
monthily from the Southern Customs to the Imperial Bank on account of interest on 
Toans and repayment of advances made recently by the bank amount to 9,0471. Os. 24., 
whilst on the 8th March next the first instalment of capital on the Anglé-Indian loan, 
amounting to 14,5641. 10, 9d, falls due. As has been stated above, the repayment 
of the advances made to Persia by His Majesty's Government, amounting to 123,000L, 
should also be taken into consideration, as such repayment. has only been postposed to 
March next, have deemed it advisable to call the attention of the treasurer-general 
to the fuot that 14,5642, 10s, 9d. on account of the Anglo-Indian loan is recoverable in 
March next, because I have reason to believe that the customs revenues will not 
suflice for this payment unless measures are at once taken to put aside funds for the 
purpose. 


T have the honour to enclose a table in connection with the sinking fund of the 
Anglo-Tndian Joan which may be useful for reference, showing the principal outstanding 
tthe beginning of the year, the amount of principal to be redeemed by payment 
for the yea and the intrest Tor the year during the fiteon years commenting on the 
8th Match next, 
Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


AML respecti 
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(53556) 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 


Confidential.) 
i, ‘Tehran, November 25, 1912. 
WITIL reference to my despatch No, 298 of the 22nd instant, I 
havo dealt directly with the proposals contained in Sir P. Cox's despatch of the 
1th September last to the Government of Tadia, upon the subject of the formation of 
1 commission at Bushire for financial purposes, T would beg to submit certain 
‘utions upon the same offieer’s despatch under refereuce, as also upon his despatches 
1oth September last and of the 20th October addressed {o the Government of 
India and gent to you in copy. 
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n these despatches Sir P. Cox deals with the increase of the Belgian financial 
administration in the south of Persia in such a manner as to make it obvious that, he 
resents the interference of Beluian officials in the employ of the Persian Government, in 
matters which were formerly left to Persian officials, with whom His Majesty's consular 
officers in Southern Persia found it more easy to deal, I approach this: question with 
cousiderable difidence, because T am fully alive to the fict that Sir Perey Cox's 
knowledge of the position in the south is far superior to my own, and that he is 
theoretically much more competent to deal with such matters than Tam, ‘There are, 
however, certain points that a statement of my views may serve to elucidate, and I 
therefore propose to review some portions of the despatches above refeired’ to as 
succinctly as possible, 

Let us take tirst of all the clain of the Customs to collect revenue as agents for 
the treasurer-general, Tt is clear that from the moment that His Majesty's Government 
tod the Rossa Goverament ayretd in approving the appointment of M, Morn! ax 
trasurer-general, that official, who occupied not only the post. of director-genoral 
of customs, but also that of official head of the Belgian mission lent to Persia, would 
make use of the Belgian adininistration to carry out the dual functions, ‘To do'so was 
to avail himself of services of tmen he knew, and to pructise coonomy for the Persian 
Government by making use as far as was possible of material on the spot, whose duties 
‘outie more or fess easily to them from the fact that many of them had aequired a fait 
knowledge of the country and some command of the Persian language, It was 

uediately. realised 1 presume accepted by His Majesty's Government, that 
M. Mornard’s assumption of office as treasurer-genéral would involve a considerable 
calargement of the scope of the Belgian administration, and that M, Mornard has made 
his subordinates ina dual capacity would appear to me more than excusable 
under the peculiar financial conditions prevailing, 

That the collection of revenue has been entrusted to customs officials in the south 

nore than has taken place in the north, It is but natural that the local authorities, 

( the like, have used their best endeavours to oppose the immixtion of 

ots in the collestion of taxes, from which they and their predeoomory live 

been accustomed to make a handinue, if not scrupulously Honest fortune. The 
vsentatives of the treasurer-general have encountered innumerable difficulties in the 
now dutie, Most unfortunntaly i tho north their offorts have, not 

in an effective manner by the Russian consular offices, who have aided 

na shameless manner, by granting protection and in other ways, persons 

who have evaded taxation. T am strongly of opinion that from the moment that the 
ants approved the principle of a foreign treasurer-general with the 

consequent foreign financial administration, it behoved the representatives of the two 
ments ott the spot to do all they could to further and assist a work that ik beset 

with difficulties enough, without the cold disapproval of the foreign authorities upon 
whose ¢ n, it appears to mo, the treasurer-general has a just elaiin, ® As soon ns 
y, behe governor-general or governor, realises that the representative of 

er-genieral has not the full. support of the consular officers of the two Powers, 

ly takes advantage of such i situation to resist the novel administration 

'¥ means in his power, the result being that the revenue returns are mors than 

istance is given to the tax collector, and the local authority. shelters 
vd the fact that he no longer collects revenue, to plead poverty, and 
d substantial advances from the Central Government, 
Perey Cox would appear to resent the fact that the extension of the duties of 
the Belgian customs officials was not duly notified, and that their inéreased dutios have 
‘an inconveniently influential position, both in financial and official issues, 
As have stated above, the nomi 
entailed the employment of hi 
that this result of his aj 
they noreasod 
ingle vi h greed 
interests of Persia, it was 
s class of officials who would wield no small influence must be introduced 
into the country, Tt seems to me somewhat unfortunate that Sir Perey Cox would 
apiear to be inibued with a suspicious distrust of the Belgians, although ho allows that 
their attitude towards British interests has improved since the signature of the Auglo- 
Russian conventi 
«ay Lhe Belgian administration of the Customs and the Treasury has Leen established 
With the consent and approval of His Majesty’s Government, in thie hope that such 








the two Ministers of Foreign Affairs had met together, and had agreed that Saad-ede 
Dowleh would appear to [Sain deans energy, courage, and initiative that Persia 
requires at the present moment, - 

‘The two Bak! fh replied that they were quite ready to accept the views of 
the two Governments, and that Samsam-es-Sultaneh would resign when advised to do 
80 by the two levations, to make for a new Cabinet under Saad-ed-Dow ; but 
they would only do.s0 on eosidition that they wer approached in a friendly spirit, and 
that the to legations did not endeavour to force them to resign, as in guch a case they 
would resist to the utmost. ‘They also bargained that the new admi on should 
not be formed of men hostile to them, that the Bakhtiaris now holding governorships 
the provinces should not be dispossessed, and that a suitable number of Bakhtiari 
sowars should be maintained in Teiiran at the expense of the Government, 

{ replied that the two legations had no intention of acting in any but a thoroughly 
conciliatory aud friendly spiri might rely upon it that eare would be 
taken to protect the Bakhtia T said that Twas not at that moment in 

ion of Saad-ed-Dowleh's. vs, but that I knew that he, as well as the two 

ents, was fully aware of the signal services that the Bakhtiaris had rendered 

to Persia during the last fow years—services that I felt sure that Saad-ed-Dowleh was 

the last man to ignore whilst ‘being the first to recognise that it would still be very 

necessary to be uble to count upon their full support in the future, I here took occasion 

to express the hope that they would render all the assistance in their power to Sand-ed- 
Dowleh should he succeed in forming a Cabi 

‘The two Ministers declared themselves thoroughly satisfied with the assurances I 
had given them, said that Samsam-ex-Sultanch would resign when advised to do so, and 
promised me that they would support Sand-ed-Dowleh as long as no attempt was made 
to injuro their interests, which would be compromised by the inclusion of certain people 
in Siad-ed-Dowloh’s Cabinet, 

In the course of the conversation to which allusion is above made I told Saad-ed- 
Dowleh and the Russian Minister of my conversation with the Bakhtiari khans on the 

ous day, ‘They both agreed that it would be imvwise to hos any way that 

ful tribe, and Saad-ed-Dowleh said that he counted much upon securing their 
co-operation. His Excelloney added that ho intended to incorporate: Bakhtiari caval 
fund horsemen of other in the army he proposed to create, He said that his ideu 
was that these levies should be commanded by their own khans, but that they should 
by drilled and disciplined by foreign instructors, We pointed out that it might be 

Ht acter auch conditions forthe foreign instructors to have the necessary authority 
to enable them to turn out a sorviceablo foree. He differed from us on this point, bie 
agreed that the matter could be discussed lator on when the scheme took more shape. 
When speaking of the nationality of the foreign officers to be employed li expressed 

i furenen for Fronch officers, aud thought that under the present altered 
condition of aflairs the proviso that ouly officers of a small Power he employed might be 
vantageously revised without any tisk, 

then discussed the nature of the Cabinet he proposed to form. Sas 

at énce mentioned the names of such excellent candidates as Vossulee 
Motamed-ul-Mulk, and Mushired-Dovteh, and asked us to use our influence to persuade 
them to join, adding that he himself did ‘not propose to take a portfolio, asthis time 
would be fully ecenpied with the work of organisation. He said that he did not pro 
to Include Kawamees-Sultavel, Vossuk's brother, in the Cabinet, but he proposed to 
give hin w high executive post in. the Conseil d’litat which he intended to form, 
body, hie said, would be composed of thirty members, who would act as a nominal 
advisory board, aud into it he would put all the disaisted persons whore hott 
bocn able to include in his Cabinet, such as Ala-es-Sultaneh, as well as all the prominent 
politicians that he knew to be opposed to himself, ‘The Council of Statesyould, he 
added, eventually form the half of the Senate to be named, in accordance with the 
constitution, by the executive when the Senate was constituted in due course after 
the assembly vf! a new Medjliss, He oxpressed himself as in favour of elections as soon 
‘ts tho tine might appear opportune, 

Tn disoussing the Re .vas clear from the first that Saad-ed-Dowleh keenly 
desires the post for himself finally agreed that for the present it would be better 
that Nase-ul-Mulk should remain Regent, and that, in the event of his resignation, a 
Prince in the direct ling, that is to say, the son of a Shab, should be elected to aucened 
him. ‘This would of course mean that the Regent would be a mere fure-head, as eas 
perhaps intended by the framers of the constitution, and Saad-ed-Dowleh would be 
dvested with full powers, Iam nevertheless convinced that should Saad-ed.Dowleh 
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te in power when the Regeney becoires vacant he will make a bold effort to got himself 
elected. He mentioned Shua-es-Sultanch, the brother of Mohammed Ali Mirza, as a 
it wal candidate. I objected that he had been too prominent a public character, 
| fele sure that such a choice would not be acceptable to British public opinion, 
ul then suzgested Yamin-ed-Dowleh, a son of Nasr ed-Din Shah, and a personage of 

xo imporiaue, or sone other Prince of similar calibre. 

Saad-ed Dowleh then turned to the question of money, saying that no administra 
tion evuld make a start even, or have any chance of success, unless it had ample funds 
at its disposal, which could only be derived from a further foreign advance of a loan, 
M. Poklowsky here interposed that his Government were not disposed. to make any 
farther advance of any description until the concession for the Julla, Railway hnd been 
given. Saad endeavoured to fence, saying that he had understood that only an option 
was wanted, and professed to huve so understood M. Klemm when he saw hin at 
Geneva. My Russian colleague remained firm, and represented that it was hardly 
possible to talk of an option when actual negotiations had been in progress more thay 
two months, “Saad eventually promised that the railway should bo given as soon as ho 
assumed office. I thereupon called his Excellency’s attention to the fact thn’, the 
Minister for Foreign AMiirs had promised me repeatedly that the Mohammersh- 
Kiloremabad Railway should be given at tho same time ag the Russian railway. My 
arguments were loyally supported by M. Poklewsky, and Saad-ed-Dowleh recognised 
the promi 

THis Excellency then aid that the 160,000 to be advanced on the signature of tho 
railway concessions would not be sufficient for his requirements, as it would. bo 
absolutely necessary that he should be able to pay a part ab least of the pensions long 
overdue, “in order to make his administration popular from the start This is‘ 
favourite request of persons anxious to put Persia's finances on a sounder basis, hecnnse 
such a paynient would not only secure them personal popularity, but it also offers a fine 
opening for a very considerable share of the money remainiig in the hands of the 
distributor, because pensioners who have grown hopeless with long waiting are 
willing to accept a portion and sign for the whole, He replied that his Bxcellone 
would do well to consult the treasurer-general and then furnish us with a list of the 
absolutely necessary immediate requirements which we could” submit. to ou 
Governments, 

Tt was agreed that M, Poklowsky should geo Vossuksed-Dowleh, and persuade hin 
to,join Saad’ Cabinet, and that T should endeavour to enlist Motamed-ul-Mull, and his 
brother Mushir-ed-Dowleh, | My mission complotely failed, as neither of the brother 
[ould govsent tojoin the Cabinet, despite all my argument and appeals to their patsiotisn, 
though they promised to. assist Saad-ed-Dowleh ‘outside the Cabinet, as much ay they 
coull Vossti-od-Dowih wan mow cnoothe ae influence of the Russian Minister 
brought to bear, and promised to co-operate, though subsequent events would seem to 
how that he only did so because he is unwilling to incur the displeasure of the two 
feestions, a8 he lad made constant efforts to avoid giving a definite answer, and it ia by 
He Calne impossible that he will refuse finally if Saad-od-Dowleh, succueds in forming, 
his Cubinet. 

Had it been possible for Saad-ed-Dowleh to form a Cabinet within a fow 

rival, all would perhaps have been well, despite the certain fact that hw is without 
doubt the most unpopular man in Persia at the present moment, Very unfortunately, 
circumstances did not allow of such a course being pi Saad himself was unable 
10 secure the co-operation of the politicians whose assistance he sought, and it. vas 
jmpossible to urge the Prime Minister to resign until his Highness could be shown het 
{is would-be suesessor bad formed a suitable Government, Even had it been posible 
to take such a course, it would have been necessary tinder the terms of thy eonaltt ation 
to ‘secure the Regent's acceptance of Samsatn-ed-Sultanch's resignath 
nomination of Saad-ed-Dowleh as his successor, 

Tecourse would have had to be had to an tnco 
serious consequences, 

This unavoidable delay has given time for intrigue to do its work, ‘The glamour of 

's return under the auspices of the two Governm mites 

wis not succeeded in 

wet that he has at one 
and even the 

In 

Saad has lost ground, gained 
courage, and has allowed himself to his 
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Cabinet, and his personal friends, He has represented to me through Abbas Kuli Khan 
that he is inundated with petitions against Saad-ed-Dowleh, that to nominate him as his 
successor would endanger his own life, as well as that of Saad himself and Sardar Ased, 
anid that he could only resizn on the advice of the two legations if he could satisfy 
himself that it is in accordance with international usages for two foreign representatives 
to nngo a Prime Ministr to resign when their Government wish to put someone else in 
his 









‘The above are 








rave words when said through a third person, but the old Bakhtiari 
chief would make small resistance to the advice tendered personally and in a friendly spirit. 
by the Russian Minister and myself. Had Samsam-esSultanch contented himself with 
adopting this non possunus attitude without taking any more wetive steps, not a great 
deal of hain would have beon donee Wufortunataly he has not stopped thers bat hen 
deen carnying on ati active campaign against Saad-ed-Dowleh, in company with others, 
while cajoling the vain aspirant to his succession into a belief that he is his friend and 
isher. “He has entered into negotiations with Ain-ed-Dowleh, and has oTered 
post of Minister of the Interior, to succeed him as Prime Minister in a few 
ths, th spi fuct that when the name of th is mentioned durin 
proviows nexotiations as a possible Prime Minister or Regent, both 
a 




















































bad terms, 
ne Minister, 












the Bakht 
him, tough there is. sou glit be able to count upon the 
support of the  myjahidls 

Not on terms of close friendship with their quondam Bakhtiari brothers in arms. Such 
‘disturbance of the peace as 

but would certainly result 
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(63561) No. 371. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—{Reeeived December 16.) 








(No. 244) 
Sin, Lehran, November 27, 1919. 
WITH roforence to Sir P, Cox's despatch to you, No.6, Commercial, of the 
Lith August lust, I have the honour to forward to you herewith’ copy of a despatch 
from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz commenting upon a recent memorandum 
by Mr. Chick upon the subjoct of “ rahdari,” and expressing his own views as to. tho 
metliods by whieh 30 could be removed or alleviat 
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Enclosure in No. 371, 
















Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 


Shiraz, October 10, 1919, 

of Colonel Sir Perey Cox's despatch No. 6 of the 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
the subject of rahdasi” I onderstand that 














a copy of this 
n the second paragraph ofthe above-mentioned memorandum Mr. Chiek, in 
vg to my despatch No. 9 of the 23rd May Inst, states that “on the subject of 
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‘rahdari” and its fundamental importance at the present juncture Mr, Smart's review is 
notably silent,” &e, 

My despatch in question was a statement of the general situation in the whole of 
Fars and not a study of the peculiar conditions prevailing on the Bushire-Shirar road, 
Ilefe that special question on a subsequent despatch, No. 10 of the 15th July, in which 
Tendeavoured to show that the essential point to be considered in the gendarmerie 
scheme as regards the Bushire-Shiraz road was this matter of “rahdari.” Th that 
despatch I expressed the opinion that the gendarmerie would be unablo to secure the 
abvlition of “rahdari.” Indeed, it has long been obvious that the Persian Government 
cannot, with the Persian forces likely to be available for Fars in tho near futuro, possibly 
abolish this illegal imposition, . Under present conditions the abolition of tahdess "sen, 
it would seem, only be secured by a British punitive expedition and by the occupation 
of the Bushire-Shiruz road by our troops until some adequate regular local force has 
oon, organised to take their place, or until we have been able to come to some 
subsidization arrangement, not only with the sedentary khans, but, what is moro 
important, also with the Kashgai chiefs, T ave in. previous communications explained 
the reasons which, in my opinion, render any subsidization scheme impracticable without 
4 preliminary military expedition, Unless, therefore, intervention on this scale is 

ed upon we can only hope for some reduction and regulation of “ rahdari.”” ‘Even 
such slight allevation could probably, in the present impotence of the Persian Government 
in Fars, only be secured by abandoning the Kazerun road and reverting to ono of the 
eastern routes running through Kashgai territory, In my despatch No, 10 of the 
15th July last I explained the advantages of the Kashgai roads, both between’ Bushire 
nd Shiraz and between Shiraz and Ispahan, 
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(53562) No, 372. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Deeembor 16.) 
) 











ight tho case of the Kalentar to the notice of the Minister of tho 
Tutorior, who has promised to telegraph to the Governor of the Gulf Ports in anpport 
of the action taken, 

My telegram under reference contains my views upon Sir Perey Cox's suggestion 
to vse British troops to clear the road, sitee the governor ia himself powerless 
to do. so, 











Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


———— 





Enclosure 1 in No, 372, 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox w Sir W. Townley. 





(Telographio) Bushire, November 22, 1912, 
ABOUT a fortnight ago the governor, having apparently detected his kalentar in 
several acts of disloyalty and peculation, dismissed and arrested him and appointed 
futher man. Dismissed man is a thorough rascal in every way, and both in timo of 
Parsa Bogi and of present. governor we have repeatedly had’ to complain of his 
osility and obstruction in connec esidency cases, He is also thoroughly in 
[il all the arms smuggling fraternity in Bushire and surrounding country. All these 
ter gentlemen, including the headmen of the Tangistanis whose dependents were 
*sponsible for the piracy and murder on a Debai boat last year, and who has given no 
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to him throngh Serdar Assad, who is a perconal friend, and responsible for his 
appointment.’ 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY 


—————— ee eee 


[53486] No. 374, 


Sir G. Lather to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received December 16,) 
(No, 1060.) 


WITH reference 
and to Sir G, Buchan: 
honour to transmit to 
His Majesty’ 

M, Orlof, Ru 


J would beg that, if it should be considered desirable to print the map annexed to 
Mr. Soane’s report, copies may be sent to me for the use of thie Embassy, 
Thave, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 


eS 


Enclosure 1 in No. 374, 
Consul-General Scott to Sir G. Lowther, 


Bagdad, November 11, 1919. 
T HAVE the honour to submit, for your Lxcellenoy’s information, to copies of 
losed documents. 
The 


reference on this subject was my telegram No. 97 dated the 11th 


Thaye, &e, 
NORMAN SCOPT, Captain, LMS. Officiating 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul-Generat, 
Bagdad. 


Se 


Enclosure 2 in No. 374. 


November, 19. 


Report by Vice-Consul Sane. 


Proposition 1. (Refer to sketch map of Zohab,) 


THE line here taken onsideration of leaving tho oil 

concession in Persian te the Guran nomads their prosont 

winter " have illegally occupied, their hereditary 
y the mediating commissioners. 

very small cession thereby made to Turkey, and 

a large tract in some other place less suitable than the dietiny 














——_—— 

(In Colonel Sheil’s No.2/. Feb. 23. 1852.) 

LL QUE ICES IY ETA ED OE? Gacen c0SS MARKS CORRECT POSITION OF CHIA SURKH 
xeon Mm. SOANE 


IK ineonnear Poarton onGrik Bomeh 
Sketch of 
THE PROVINCE OF 
ZOHAB. 


The 


The line claimed by the Ot 


To leave Chia Surkh Ol! Welle n Persian territory. 


<0 Th leave Oil Wells In Turkish tertory 
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Proposition 


The line taken is fixed with the object of leaving the powerful and numerous 
Senjabi tribe undisturbed and undivided in their present and hereditary winter 
pasture. It involves the continuation of the frontier south from Kani Biz, on the 
‘Alvand (the present frontier), along its present line, as the Senjabi pastures are 
limited by that line, which is somewhere on the west slopes of Bagcha and Katar 
hills. 

‘This proposition leaves Kasr-i-Shirin to the Persians. 

It would be possible, were it so desired, to take the frontier-line along the green 
line (claimed by the Persians), thereby restoring to Turkey the west slopes of Agha 
Dagh, at present occupied by Persia. ‘This would not interfere with the Senjabi to 

jous extent, 

With this line of frontier a portion of North Juanrud, including Shemiran, would 
adyisedly be ceded as compensation for the environs of Kasr-i-Shirin. Such portion 
should be bounded south by a line running from the south end of Bamu Mountain to 
Deshti Murd, meeting the Khani Shur Mountain and running north to the Sirwan 
along the ridge. 

By this proposition, in acquiring the Shemiran and Juanrud district and 
relinquishing the Senjabi districts, the Turks would obtain possession of— 


1. Fertile and populated lands which have never rendered any benefit to Persia, 
2, Sunni population (anti-Persian). 


Whereas against the acquisition of Senjabi lands there are the objections for 
Turkey of 

1. A hostile Persophile tribe (Shiah). 

. Settlement of the tribe’s subjectivity. 

3. Disarmament of the tribes every autumn (a practical impossibility without 
open warfare), 

4, Acquisition of lands absolutely desert in summer and autumn, with no popula- 
tion whatever and no possibility of settlement. 


Proposition 3. 


With the object of leaving the Senjabi winter lands in Turkish territory. Wor 
this purpose the mediating commissioners’ line must be taken to its junction with the 
Alyand, and thence the frontier-line between the Kalhur and Senjabi to a point north 
of Mandali in the existing limit line. ‘This proposition is open to objection, mainly 
that the question of subjectivity of the Senjabi would have to be settled. 

TE they become ‘Turkish subjects they will raid and commit brigandage in Persia 
in their summer lands near Kermanshah. If they are Persian subjects they will cause 
endless trouble by their intrigues with other Shiah tribes just over the border during 
winter, and in any case the lurks will find it impossible to disarm them. ‘This tribe 
cannot find any other winter grazing land than that they at present occupy, and there 
is no solution in the proposal that they betake themselves elsewhere. 

‘The Gilan plain is part of the Kalhur territory, together with its lands of Wizhnan. 
to south-west, and the incorporation of this in Turkish territory is open to exactly the 
same objections as the acquisition of Senjabi winter lands (which it also involves), 
The Gilan frontier exactly doubles the difficulties considered under the Senjabi 
freee as the Kalhur are also a Shiah Persophile tribe, with their summer lands in 
Persia and without any other place to occupy in winter save those in which they are at 
present. 

Generally speaking, it appears that any cession of territory to Turkey is most 
preferably to be given from the lands containing Sunni (unti-Persian populations 
which are only to be found north of the Zohab plain and Kuretu rivers), and that the 

iTurk (Shiah peoples to the south of these limits) are far better left in Persian 
territory. ‘The adoption of proposition 2 meets entirely these considerations, saving 
the Persians’ pride by leaving them Kasr-i-Shirin town and their Shiah tribes (Senjabi 
and Kalhur), which have their summer quarters near Kermanshah, and giving to the 
‘Turks a partially sedentary population (Sunni) and good land. ‘The. statements 
regarding the Guran pasturages in my original note on this question have to be 
modified, as at that time I was not aware of the circumstances of the occupation of the 
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Tands, to which they have no right, the feebleness of the Persian Government being 
responsible for their advance beyond their legal limits, which are those hills forming 
the frontier proposed by the mediating commissioners. 


Note-—The position of Chia Surkh has heen. marked by three red crosses on the 
map some 14 miles too far north. ‘The place is in the northern corner of the plain 
called Kurotu on the map. 

E. B. SOANE. 


Bagdad, November 9, 1912. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 374, 
M, Orlof to Consul-General Seott. 


Gonfidentielle.) Bagdad, le 27 octobre 
M. Je Consul général et cher Collegue, (9 novembre), 1912. 

COMME. résultat des conférences des denx derniors jours avec Mr. Soane, j'ai 
Thonnewr do vous communiquer ce qui sui 

Ta ligne de délimitation dans la provines do Zohab tracée, en encre rouge, sur la 
carte G, annexéo au mémorandum du septembre 1907, est reconnue conforme aux 
prineipes exposés dans Varticle 2 du Traité d’Erzeroum do 1847, et présentant la 
moillenre solution du probléme en tant que cela concerne son parcours du point nord 
jusqu'au point ou la chaine do montagnes Bamou, et ses prolongements au sud quion 
ut déterminer “les collines qui séparent In vallée de Jeguiran de la vallée de 
er-Kala,” et qui portent sur la carte les noms de Satmana, Jaklak, Dagh-be-kurr et 
Assongeran, qui ne sont, probablement, que les noms des sommets isolés de ces 
collines, est traverse par le courant de In rividre Kouretou, qui forme ici le passage de 
Tong-i-Hammam, Selon notre avis, pour dviter le partage de la tribu de Sindjabis 
entre les dous Btats et pour Inissor la ville do Ka ine avee ces environs & la 

ble de dirigor la lign 


Vai eu rocours aux Iumidres de Mr. Soane pour Gelaireir 1a question des 
migrations de In majorité do Sindjabis qui ne peuvent pas, comme vous le saver bien, 
‘cause des conditions clita or  Mohidecht litrement 
chaque année au mois de novembre sur Ie bord gauche d’Elvend, en occupant aussi 
‘au nombre do 2,000 tentes, ¥ do collines do Bagtche et tes deux chaines de 
montagnes do Katar presque jusqu’t la route entro Hanequine et Kizil-rabat, en partio 
sur le territoire ottoman, Mr, Soane et moi, nous avons trouvé deux solutions de cette 
question, La premitre consisterait & laisser le statu quo, & condition qu'un arrange- 
ment dans une formo 4 préciser ultérieurement soit fait entre les deux Gouvernements 
anitorisant cos sujets persans de passer Ubiver sur le territoire ottoman léerit. 
Ta seconde demanderait In cession par le Gouvernement ottoman du district de 
Baxtche-i-Katar aw Gouvernement persan contre le district de Chemiran appartenant 
4a Perso dont la frontidre sud, et 1a situation générale Mr. Soane m’a promis de 
précisor i son retour & Tehinh-sour. 

Quint A la direction do la ligne frontidre aprés le passage d’Elvend, si l'éventualité 
do la vossion de Bagtcho-i-Katar a la Perse u'était pas agréée par les Ambassadeurs et 
les parties intéressés, elle pourrait étro ou la ligne actuelle entre Kani-bez et Mendeli, 
ow svivant une des chaines paralldles do montagnes qui couviendrait le plus comme 
faisant ligne directe avec Ja chaine de Bamon et ses prolongements. L'insuffisance 
do nos renseignements sur les pays habités actuellement par les Kelhours et les Lours 
ne nous a pas permis de nous prononcer sur les avantages des lignes frontitres A tracer 
dans ces parrages, 

Le matériel géographique et cthnographique qui ma été communiqué par 
Mr. Soano, sera & votre disposition, quand j'aurai mis mes notes en ordre. 

Veuillez, &e. 
A. ORLOF, 
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[53545] No, 375. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived December 16.) 
(No. 639.) 
(Telegraphic) R, 

SHIRAZ incident, 

My immediately preceding telegrams have contained all the details received 
from British sources at Shiraz, ‘The Persian Government have communicated 
to me the report of the incident furnished by the Governor-General, It tallies 
in all essential particulars with ‘British reporto, but makes Wu evident that there 
was a caravan, of the presence of which Major Kettlewell was ignorant, From the 
Governor-General’s report it would appear clear that robbers allowed the force of 
about 100 Persian soldiers, 80 gendarmes, and 10 artillerymen, with 1 Swede and 
several Persian officers, to pass, and attacked the British party in’ the belief that they 
‘were escorting the caravan they had come out to plunder. 

‘The Governor-General adds that the robbers were undoubtedly Boir Ahmedis, and 
that twelve of them were killed, and all the mules laden with goods recovered but 
three, He also states that fighting lasted for five hours, until the failing light and 

igue obliged the gendarmes and horsemen to cease fighting, I am telegraphing to 
Shiraz for information on theso points, and as to the number of gendarmes and the 
nature of the cavalry engaged. It is now evident that Captain Eckford was the only 
man killed, though four gendarmes and one rifleman are reported wounded 

‘The Governor-General i dispatching a force in pursuit of the brigande, but snow 
in the passes wil render all operations dificult, and urgent orders have been sent to 
the Bakhtiari Governor of Behbehan and to the Sardar Jang to collect a large force of 
Bakdtiaris and severely punish the Boir Ahmed, who will thus be taken between 
‘wo fires, 


T fear that there is not much satisfaction to be hoped for from these measures, 


Tehran, December 15, 1912, 





(53604) No. 376, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived December 16.) 
(No, 640.) 
(Telographic.) BR. 

MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 

Laddressed note couched in terms of your telegram No, 726 of 12th, December to 

ian Government on 13th December, I have to-day received a reply 

ing the circumstances of tho incident as reported by the Goveror-Cloneral, tail 

promising to submit the nature of adequate reparation that the Persian Government are 
prepared to make at an early date, 

Note expresses the deep regret of the Persian Government at the deplorable 
incident. Similar expressions have been made by the Prime Minister and Min 
War, who called specially for the purpose of doing #0, ‘The British consul-general at 
Buaire has repeated me a telogramn addressed by him to. the Government f India, in 
which he reviews the present unsatisfuctory condition of southern trade routes, and 
‘expresses a firm conviction that no other agency but the foree of our own arms ean be 
now counted on to re-establish and maintain order. Sir P. Cox is of opinion that if we 
restored order on one road the fact would result in the re-establishment of order on 
other roads, and urges that effective action, including occupation of the valley of 
Kazerun, should be prepared for the spring. 

Ta your telogram No.727 of 12th December you did mo'the honour to asle my 
views ad to the punishment which should be inflicted on guilty tribe, Tn view of the 
situation which has prevailed at Shiraz for some time past, which has resulted in 
cecurrence of frequent minor outrages at expense of British officers and subjects and of 
revent incident, 1 am decidedly of opinion that nothing short of most’ exemplary 
punishment would suffice. ‘The Persian Government express their firm intention to 
‘nilict such punishment on tribe which they believe to be guilty, and have ordered the 
hocessary steps to be taken to practically exterminate them. I have pointed out that 
not only should the tribe be punished, but that also the headmen of. the villages where 
the incident occurred have earned condign punishinent, because it is clear that they 
must have known of the presence of such a large robber foree in their vicinity. 

cana circumstances oblige us to give the Persian Government, delay of two to 

1591, 3X 


Tehran, December 15, 1912, 
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three months in which they can execute their punitive measures. There is not the 
Emallest doubt that they will prove ineapable of carrying out such measures, although 
T believe them to bo sincerely desirous of doing so. In these circumstances T am most, 
decidedly of opinion that stops should be taken to propare an expedition that will be 
Ghlo to estore order and, if necessary, punish offenders on ShirazBushire road. The 
Governor-General had commenced so well that it is with the greatest regret that T feel 
constrained to express this opinion, but, tunless some action is taken, the British name 
Gyill become laughing-stock in south, and I fear there is small ehauce of the gendarmerie 
Teing able to restore the safety of the trade roates for a long time to come, although 
they are themselves confident in their ability todos», ie 

Tam sending all documents not telegraphed in full, with further appreciations, by 
post to-day, 5 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





(53746) No. 377. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 
(tele iho) Tehran, December 16, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 730 of 14th Decomber, . 

‘Treusurer-general has no objection to his name being quoted. Since he spoke to 
ine in the sense which actuated my despatch No, 232, he has repeatedly referred to 
the opposition expected to the working of his administration by Russian consular 

serge whom the one at Astrabad was cited as the worst offender, ‘Treasurer 
general considers that a most serious situation for his subordinates has been ereated by 
ereder on the Turco-Persian frontier, and fears that similar incidents may occur in 
‘other parts of Persia if tho Russian consuls persist, by their attitude of opposition, in 

icotaging, local officials to excite people against the Treasury officials. 

(Gent to St, Petersburgh.) 





(47227) No. 378. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Foreign Ofice, December 16, 1912. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 215 of the Lith ‘October forwarding copy 
of an able and interesting report from the British acting consul at Tabriz on the 
situation in Azerbaijan, R 

With reference to the last paragraph of your despatch, T authorise you to 
¢onmiunicato to Mr. Cowan, if you have not already done 80, for his information and 
gnidanco, the torms of the agreement arrived at in the course of my conversations 
iin the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs at Balmoral in September last on the 
subject of the ex-Shab, which may be found in the Confidential print (* Pers 
September 24, Soetion 6, and September 25, Section 6), copies of which are enc 

am, &e, 
B. GREY, 


(No. 287.) 





[49698] No. 379. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
10, 233, Seoret,) 4 
Sin, Foreign Office, December 16, 1912. 

L HAVE your despatch No. 291 of the 7th ultimo, reporting a conversa- 
tion with the Pe "o Minister in the course of which his Highness enquired whether 
His Majesty's Government would be prepared to lend officers to organise « military fore 
tunong the Bakhtiari, and Tapprove the language used by you to Samsam-es-Sultaneh on 

on, 
he polioy of His Majesty's Government, as you are aveare, is the maintenance of 
the indopondence and integrity of Persia in co-operation with the Russian Government, 


© Part XXST, No, 635 (1( aud (3). 
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and it would only be in the event of this policy breaking down and a virtual partition of 
that country becoming inevitable that a propocal of the nature outlinedin your despatch 
could be considered by His Majesty's Government, 
Tam, &e. 
EB. GREY, 





[53789] No, 380. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 17.) 
(No, 247.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 29, 1912, 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 576 and 590 of the Ist and 12th instant 
respectively, I have the honour to forward to you herewith copies of two despatches 
from His Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan, reporting details of the attack on 
Lieutenant Bullock and party on the road between Ahwaz and Ispahan on tho 28th 
Octeber, and on the subsequent death in hospital of Lieutenant Bullock's orderly, 

Tn accordance with the instructions conveyed in your telegram No. 660 of the 
13th instant, I havo prosented a claim for 1,000 as compensation for the death of the 


Sardar-iJang, who is in charge of the Tek ri road, instructing him to do his 
utmost to recover the effects. Samsam-es-Sultaneh is adding that in the event of 
failure to do so, Sardar-i-Jang must pay the value claimed. 

Should this not have the desired result, I shall present a claim to the Persian 
Government. 

T should, however, be glad of your instructions as to whether T should present to 
the Persian Government, in any case, a separate additional claim for compensation, 
such as was addressed to the Persian Government in the case of Mr. Smart last 
January, as compensation for the wanton assault/on a British officer who was proceeding. 
long the road in question with the consent of his Government and the knowledge of 
the local authorities. 

Thavo, &e, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 380. 


Coneul-General Grahame to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 165.) 
Sir, Topahan, November 0, 1012, 

IN continuation of correspondence ending with my telegram No. 148 of the 7th 
instant on the subject of the attack and robbery of Lieutenant R. 8, Bullock 
(27th Punjabis) and party marching from Ahwaz to Ispaban at Sard Ab on tho 28th 
ultimo, I have now the honour to transmit herewith enclosed copy of a. detailed report 
of tho’ incident handed to mo yesterday by Mx: Bullock, together with a list of his 
affects robbed (value 126, 16s., as approximately estimated by him), and a certificate 
nov obtained by me from Dr. Marable regarding the condition of Sopoy Gulab Khan 
(27th Punjabis), Mr. Bullock's orderly, now under treatment in the C.M.S. hospital, 

T further enclose copies of correspondence regarding this incident between 
Sardar-iJang and myself. 

T understand that for some weeks past caravans of merchandise and native 
travellers have been passing up and down the road unmolested. 

‘The question which naturally suggests itself is why, with richer booty at hand, 
the robbers should have selected Mr. Bullock's insignificant party for such a 
determined attack, 

Is seems not improbable that this incident may have been engineered by some of 
the Bakhtiari khans interested in discrediting the Sardar-iJang. 

Tam communicating copies of this despatch and enclosures to His Majesty's vio 
consul at Ahwaz. 
Thave ée. 

‘. G. GRAHAME, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 380. 
Lieutenant Bullock's Report respecting Robbery of October 28 near Sard Ab. 


AT about half-past three o'clock on the afternoon of the 26th October, my party, 
‘consisting of myself, one Indian sepoy orderly, one Persian servant, and two Arab 
charvadars, were on the road between Shelil and Dopulun, about three farsakhs from 
the latter place, Wo wore crossing a part of country known as Sard Ab, all riding 
lose together. We had six mules and two donkeys. Suddenly from a sangar about 
300 yards above us, on our right flank, a shot was fired followed by a volley. I looked 
up, and saw from twenty to thirty men. All appeared to be armed, and fired 
inéessmntly. ‘The two charvadars replied to the fire with their Martinis and tried to 
drive the mules on. Almost immediately, however, one of them and my Indian orderly 
were wounded, Tran back to the latter who had fallen by the side of the road, and 
Seeing that it was impossible to do anything, shouted to the Arabs to cease fire. ‘The 
robbers thon rushed down on us, stripped our coats from us, and leaving one charvadar 
and the Indian orderly by the roadside, surrounded th m to hun 
1X8 off up the hill from which they had opened fire, taking the mules and donkeys with 
them. ‘They did not open any boxes on the spot, but appeared to be in a great 
hurry to got us away out of sight, In order to hurry him on they soon began to 
‘oat my Porsian servant and took his shoes from him, At first they behaved well 
to me, but shortly afterwards one of the robhers came up to me and struck me with 
his rifle, I knocked him down with my fists, and was then surrounded by three 
or four mote with whom I fought for some minutes until felled by a big stone. 
Boforo 1 could got up one of them hit mo over the head with the butt of his rifle, 
half dazing me and causing a lot of blood to flow. I tried to run for it, but my foot 
caught ina serub and I fell, and while lying was hit three or four times by big stones 
which thoy throw. ‘They then pushed and dragged me along for about two more 
niles, whore in darkness they all halted near a'stream. Hore we found three Persian 
peasints who had beon eaptured the day provious at Sard Ab and taken up. her 
Miho robbors then debated what to do with us, several wishing to kill me, tho Peringbi, 
and constantly covering me with their rifles.’ Finally they all went away, driving off 
tho mules and donkeys and left us. It was bitterly cold, During the struggle my 
shoes and stockings had been taken from me, and 1 only had a thin khaki shirt and 
‘a pair of riding breeches, both soaked in blood. One of tho Persians bad matches, 
ind wo kept a fire poing all the night, and when the stim rose started to miake our 
vay in what wo guessed to bo the direction of Dopulan. 1 mysolf with my servant 
and charvadar went together, I don't know what happened to the three other Persians. 
Onr fect were badly cut. by stones and thorns, and we were about exhausted when 
some villagers from Gandun Kar saw us and brought us to their house, fed us, and 
washed our wounds. ‘Pwo days later mules arrived from Dopulun, where we rode to, 
and found the other charvadar and Indian orderly who had been taken in by a caravan 
tho morning after the attack, Both were wounded in the leg. From Gandum Kar 
T had dispatched a messenger to the consul-general at Ispahan, informing him of 
what hud happened, ‘consequence of this a party of Sowars, with riding mules 
{or us, arrived! at Dopulun two days later, and conveyed us another five farsakls to the 
residence of Murteza Kuli Khan, where we stayed two days and were well looked after. 
From hore my orderly and both charvadars were taken in by mules to Ispahan, and 
Tinyself, with my Persian servant, was driven in a victoria to the residence of the 
Sardar-isJang, whore we stayed one day and were treated with great kindness, and I 
mado an oligial report to the Sardar-iJang. Here a fresh party of sowars with 
supplies, clothes, and drugs arrived from Ispahan, whence they had been sent by 
Sardar-i-Zalfar at the request of the consul-general. 

We then drove in to Ispahan, arriving three days later (7th November) and were 
received at the consuate-general by Mr. Grahame. 

My orderly and the two charvadars arrived the same day and were at once 
admitted into tho CALS. Hospital, whoro their wounds were attended to. 

With regard to the tufangchis, or road guards, I should like to add that in only 

nice did Imeot any of them actually patrolling, and that at their posts they 

invariably crowd around pissing travellers and demand bakhshish, and unless given 
fomething, make it difficult for anyone to pass them. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 380. 


List of Effects stolen from Lieutenant Bullock. 


1 evening suit complete (dinner jacket) ... 


V Tounge suit a 
1 tweed shooting suit, 
1 Knickerbocker sui. 


6 white evening shirts 
4 coloured flannel shirts 
6 white cotton shirts 
4 thick vests ee 
4 thick undordravers 
6 thin undendrawers ... 
20 pairs of socks... 
16 cotton handkerchiets 
2 silk handkerchiefs 
2 tweed caps Sr 
Halacdozon bth vols 
pair leather gaters... 
3 pats Teather shoes 
1 pair patent leather shoes 
1 pair slippers 
2 dozen collars 
Halt-a-dozon ties 
1 set gold studs and links 
Lailver watch and gold 
1 Browning 25 automatio pistol 
1 now Gilette safety razor 
1 pair bir brushes in caso 
A siall medicine chest, 


1 malitary sadlo and bridle, completo Se 
1 tinclinod box containing Bnglish and Persian books and 


HET Ne 

stone 

1 yakhdan «.. 

2 ean rank 

leathor writing case 

1 yatse and bet 

1 camp bed, table, chair, and be 
1 401b. tent Ai 
Crockery, knives forks, &e. 

1 travelling rag 

Gash (approxi 


November 8, 1912. 


BSSucoScosocor 


woo CoH EEE EM oH Homasaeh 
ebocococScccecor cos okasecoasaccoe 


126 16 


R. 8. BULLOCK, 
Lieutenant, 27th Punjabis, 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 380. 


‘List of Articles belonging to Sepoy Ghalab Khan, 27th Punjabis (orderly of 
Lieutenant Bullock). 


Hindustani clothes 
2 blankets ... 
Lquilt 2 

1 coat, and waisteoat 
Learpet 

1 watch 


Ae 
1 silk Aven 


[Sense 


ae Gan 


‘Which at 368 krans per cent, = 518 krans, 18 shahis, 


Enclosure 5 in No. 380. 
Report by Dr. Marrable. 


GHULAB KHAN (Afr. Bullock's orderly) at present patient in the C.M. Hospital, 
Tspahan, is suffering from a bullet wound of the hips and pelvis. ‘The bullet entered 
tho hip on one side in front of the joint, traversed the lower part of the bladder and 
‘ame out behind the hip joint on the other side, His condition while serious is not at 


presont dangerous. 
HAROLD 'T. MARRABLE, MB, 
GM. Hospital, Tepahan. 
Norember 9, 1912, 


Enclosure 6 in No. 380. 
Consul-General Grahame to Sarday-i-dang. 


HAVE the honour to transmit herewith enclosed translation of a report dated of 
the 28th October received by me yesterday morning from Lieutenant Bullock, an 
officer in the Indian army, regarding an attack made on himself and his caravan on 
the night of the 27th/28th October, nearSard Ab. I further transmit copy of a stat 
ment made in my presence of Ali Akbar of Ghandum Kar, the Kasid who brought me 
Mr, Bullock's letier. 

On receipt of the report abot ed, Lat once telegraphed to His Majesty's 
Minister, and at the same tim lleney Sardar-i-Zaflar, 

Late list night I received his Excellency the Minister's reply, instructing me to 
concert with Surdari-Zaffar as to the best steps to be taken to send Mr. Bullock all the 
assistance of which he may stand in 1 

is Excellency the Sardar-i-Zaffar informs me this morning that he had already 
Jast night written fo you on this subject, and will do so. again to-day. His Excellency, 
however, considers it advisable that I should myself write to your Excellency 

‘his letter will he conveyed to your Excellency by a party of Bakhtiari Sowars 
whichis Exealloney ts dispaiching this morning to Dekicurd. I have banded to their 
chiof a letter and a sealed bag containing clothes, drugs, and necessaries which 
Mr, Bullock had asked me to send him, I would request your Excellency to causo 
this bag and letter to be delivered to Mr. Bullock. 

Mr, Bullock further asked me to send him money, but on the advice of 
Sardar-i-Zaffar, instead of doing so I would request your Excellency to supply 
Mr. Bullock with any money which he may require. Any receipts of Mr. Bullock's 
will be honoured by me. 

T would add that His Majesty's Minister in his telegram above referred to 
expresses the conviction that hie can rely upon the Bakhtiar khans to take proper 
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steps to punish the offenders and recover thie robbed goods. I trust that your 
Excellency will soon place me in a position to report to his Excellency the Minister 
that the robbed effects have been recovered and the robbers severely punished. 


Ispahan, November 2, 1912, 


Enclosure 7 in No. 380. 
Sardar-i-Jang to Consul-General Grahame, 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd Novemb 
Tam most deeply distressed about the misfortune which has happened to Mr, Bullock, 
From the timo of my arrival in the Bakhtiari country till now 1 have beon attending 
to the organisation and security of the caravan road, and have posted sufficient guards 
at all points to keep continually on the move with caravans and travellors.® 
Unfortunately, this incident took place at Sard Ab, near Dopulan, a place which had 
been safe and protected, and the guards relying on the safety of those parts had not 
‘come with them (Mr. Bullock and party). 

On receipt of this news, I immediately sent Sowars and a little money, with 
auinerous pack animals, on which they mounted Mr. Bullocl: aud party, and brooght 
them before receipt of your letter, and the men whom I had at the bridge at, Dopulan 
had received and attended to them, and had subsequently sent them to Shalamzar, 
where Murtaza Kuli Khan received them with evory attention, and brought them 
himself to Dehkurd. 

‘As Mr. Bullock was anxions to get to Ispahan as soon as possible, I gaye a small 
sum of money for their expensed, sending Mr, Bullock by cartiago, and his party by 
pack animals, 1 hope they will arrive speedily. 

Thave written to Saham-ul-Sultanch, my nephew, to start with a large number of 
men for the Kubgelui country and chastise the robbers who committed this crime, 

that by God's help he will shortly deal retribution to the guilty and recover 
all Mr. Bullock's effects from them. 

Rest assured that even if T havo to go myself, T will do 0, and give them such a 
Jesson that hereafter they will be afraid to como into Bakhtiari territory. 


Dehikurd, November 4, 1912. 


Enclosure 8 in No, 380, 
Consul-General Grahame to Sardar-inJang. 


IN the matter of the robbery at Sard Ab on the 28h October of Mr, Bullock 
T have the honour to acknowledge receipt this morning of your Excellenoy’s reply 
letter dated the 4th November, and to express my thanks for all the stops which your 
Excellency—as I learn from your letter—is taking for the punishment of tho persons 
concerned in this attack, and for the recovery of Mr. Bullock’s effects. 

Tunderstand from Mr. Bullock that a temporary list of his effects was handed to 
your Excellency at Dehkurd, I now transmit another list drawn up by Mr. Bullock 
‘at my request, in which he has indicated the approximate value of the elfects robbed, 
amounting to 1261, 16s. (6,847'20 krans), and further lists of the effects of his orderly, 
Ghulab Khan, totalling 51890 krans, and of his servant, Mirza Ismail, totalling 
193'6 rupees (711°60 krans). 

Mr, Bullock has himself written to your Excellency and to his Excellency 
Murtaza Kuli Khan, expressing his thanks for the kindiess received by him from 
your Excellencies, I would request your Excellencies to accept my thanks also, 


Ispahan, November 9, 1912. 


4 af Me alte pet at ana a eee 
arial stated toe at flo rently hero Rad been two stacks by: Kubla on 
Takin beets ator eat Sard Ab t Pag: 
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Enclosure 9 in No. 380. 
Consul-General Grahame to Sir W. Townley. 


Qo. 100, é 

ir, Tspahan, November 11, 1912, 
IN continuation of correspondence on the subject of the attack of Mr. Bullock's 

party on the 28th October ending with my telegram No. 149 of to-day’s date, have 

now the honour to transmit herewith enclosed copy of the certificate of the death of 

Sopey Ghulab Khon (27th Panjbis, “B" Company), Mr. Bullock's orderly, signed by 
1, Marrable, 

Thave the honour to enclose a list of the effects stated to have been robbed from 
Mirza Muhammad Ismail (a Persian subject), servant of Mr. Ballook, with values as 
given by him amounting to 76°60 krans, not 711°60 krans as stated in the copy 
transmited to you of my letter to his Excellency Sardar-iJang of the 9th instant, 
enclosure No. 7 in ny despatch No, 165 of the same date, which letter was corrected 
bofore despatch to the Sardar. 











T am now transmiting @ copy of this despatch and enclosures to His Majesty's 
vieo-consul at Ahwaz, 


Thave, &c. 
‘}. G. GRAHAME. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 380. 


Report by Dr. Marable, 





I HEREWITH certify that Sepoy Gulab Khan (27th Punjabis) Mr. Bullock's 
orderly, died on tho 11th November at the C.M. Hospital, Ispahan, oe 
‘The cause of his death was heart failure following on pneumonia and peritonitis, 
the result of a bullet wound involving the bladder, and also subsequent exposure. 
HAROLD, MARRABLE, M.B..B.Ch, 
Surgeon-in-charge of O.M. Hos 





, Lspahan, 
Tspahan, November 11, 1912, 








Enclosure 11 in No. 380, 


Lasr of Effects robbed from Mirza Muhammad Ismail, Mr. Bullock's servant, at 
Sadab on the 28th October, 1912. 


ae 


poner ewed 


Camera and photographic apparatus (3 pieces) 
6 plates (for nogativ Ke r 








glass | oe 
Paper-knifo ” Ke 
2 red and 4 glass panes 
Lrotouching box a. 
2 pairs tromers 
8 shirts oD 

8 pairs white trousers 
4 white shirts ‘a 
2 brown coats 
2 pairs pyjamas 
1 box. 

8 small saucopans 
B plates... 

1 skimmer 
1 carpet covor 
Bealding. in cover 
Venknife and knife (2) 
‘Woollen and cotton stockings 2 
8 pairs woollen and cotton socks 


oxo 














Scoucccconcciue 































Keffieh” (Arab headdress) 
Kish fezzes 








‘Which at 100 rupees = 368 krans.. 








Add cash ott 
‘Total - ne tH 
[53790] No, 381. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 
(No. 248.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, November 29, 1912, 


1 HAVE the honour to chronicle the following recent movements of Russian 
troops in North Persia, as reported by His Majesty's acting vice-consul at Resht:— 





On the 2nd November, 200 Cossacks with eight wagons and four carts containing 
ammunition and military stores left Resht for Kazvin. 

About the same time, for several successive nights, an unascertained number of 
men arrived at Resht during the night from Kazian by automobile, together with 
tventy-four carts containing stores and ammunition. 

About the Ist November, sixty Cossacks with three officers retuned to Resht 
from Talish, and encamped at Busar, 2 miles distant from Resht along the Pirebazar 
road. 

‘On the Sth November, 160 Cossacks left for Russia, others taking their place, 
‘These seem to have joined forces with those at Busar, and 150 proceeded to alish 
‘on the 11th November, Another 100 Cossacks and two offivers left for 'Talish on the 
28th November. 

On the 19th November, forty-five Russian infantry arrived at Resht from Kazvin, 
and left for Russia on the 2ist November, On the 27th November, 200 infantry and 
‘a few Cossacks arrived at Enzeli from Russia, 











‘Tho Russian vice-consul at Resht informed Mr. Worrall on the 3rd November 
that whatever movements had taken place consisted merely of intergarrison changes, 
and that one half squadron of Cossacks had been withdrawn from 'Talish to proceed 
to Kazvin, an equal number from Kazvin being due to return to head-quarters in 
tho Caucasus. 

His Majesty's acting consul at Tabriz. reports, under date of the 24th Novembor, 
that the regiment sent to Khoi had been replaced by ten companies of the Slat 
‘Apshieron Regiment (i all about 700 mon), which nd como from Bho, 





‘One of the first acts of the new colonel who is in command of the Tabriz garrison 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


‘was to remove the Russian gallows from the ark. 








PS—The manager of the Imperial Bank at Kazvin reported on the 27th 
November that the Cossack force, which had been entirely Sina has now been 
increased to 325 men. It appears to him that more Russian officers have been 
recently arriving. 

His Alsjenty’s consul-general at Meshed reports that the Russian troops in camp. 
‘at Kara Su have returned to Astrabad, 


We 






[1591] 8% 
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No. 382. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 





[63782] 


phen) 1 cian December jae. 
2 YE the honour to report that Saad-ed-Dowlch called upon me this afternoon. 
The Ter onee ot his vist was to Cll me that he had reesived a letter from 
St. Putersbungh, presumably from his nephew the Persian Minister there, stating that 
the Tiussian Foregn Office bad heard from London that he had spoken to me about the 
teShah in such avnanner as to create a belief that he was sounding the ground for 
Mohammed Alf return, His Excellency added that he had no recolletion of havin 
mentioned the name of the ex-Shah in conversation with me, and asked me if T oul 
remomnber whether he had done so or not, a fe dl nok dane she would be greatly 
obliged if I would be so good as to contradict the story officially. Ls 
ve ied a Ee eeetecton the namo of Mohammed Ali Mirza haa 
over been pronounced between us, and T could assure bim that I had never reported 
ny such conversation to you. For this reason, I said, I would gladly tell you, Sir, 
what his Kxcellenoy had said for your information, although Ife quite convinced that 
Thoatory which had! reached St, Petersburgh could not have emanated from any offi 

win London. par 
aoe a eo kid that it was only another instance of the manner in which no effort 
{paved in the eampaiga of intrigue which had been conducted against him. | His 

wy went on tovsay that TL was doubtless well avare of the relations that had 
Hato betwoun the ex-Shah ana himself; how he had been unjustly, dismissed from 
Nis post os Ministor for Foreign Affairs and reinstated on the demand of the Britis 
‘nd Tussinn Lagations, and. how Mohammed li had betrayed him at, the end. To 
fuch an extent did he resent the treatment he bad received from the ex-Shah that, w 
Te to return to Persia and recover the ‘Throne, he would never consent to serve him as 
oMganted-Dowleh asked in what relation cho ZilesSulten now steal to, His 
Majesty's Government, and suggested that it might be well to allow His, Roya 
Highness to return to Persia. ie replied that His Majesty's Government are on friendly 
{ovis with the Zil, bub that when the question of his return was raised recently it was 
Ghat it would be better that he should not do so for the present a8 a private 
ial as with the best will in the world he could not help becoming a entre of 
igus and a possible additional cause of uneasiness, SaadL-ed-Dowleh quite agreed, 
Dut alded that he had promised the Zil that he should return before long, ay 
contemplated the possibilty of his becoming Governor of Tspahan or Shiraz, the latter 
forehotee. This fed up to. question as. to how Mulkhber-es-Sultaneh is doing, ih 
haunner that veiled but thinly his hostility to the Governor-General of Fars. 
Topic that he is doing so well that T have good hopes that his mission may prove a 
succes man 

is Excolleney asked me whether any progress had been made at Paris in the 
swgotitions lth the Togent which, were be undertak By the two Govermenta 
wrth a view to getting Nast-ul-Mulk to appoint him Prime Minister. I repliod that 
the two Governments were still discussing the question of how Persia could be helped 
financially, and that did not think that any representations had as yet been made 
the Itogent by the Ambassadors, Saad at once suid that the question of money is a 
most important one, beswuso, as he had said to my Russian colleague, the advance whic 
{twas believed thy tayo Governments would make to Persia on the conclusion of the 
railway negotiations would not nearly sullice for the present needs. Tt was, he repeated, 
wvrat owontial that there should be suflicient money fortheoming to enable him to pay 
of re arrears. 

at Toast part of the pensions eee 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


























































[53795] No, 383. 
Sir W. Lownley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
Tehran, December 5, 1912, 


9 i i f affairs at 
NUMEROUS repotts having reached me of late respecting the state of affairs 
‘Kermanshah and in the neighbourhood, which has caused an almost complete cossation 
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[53793] No. 382°, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 17.) 


(No. 251. Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 2, 1912, 

IHAVE the honour to report that. the Minister for Foreign Affairs called on mo 
on the 2nd instant for the purpose of discussing the present political situation, with a 
view to ascertaining what were the present intentions of His Majesty's Government as 
regards Saad-ed-Dowlch and the premiership. Ala-es-Sultaneh assured mo that he was 
in no way prejudiced by personal feclings in anything he might say about Saad-ed- 
Dovwleh, because they had always been on terms of good friendship with him, if they 
iad never been very intimate, and he at once called on his Excellency on his arrival at 
‘Tebran, in accordance with Persian custom. 

His Highness then proceeded to explain tho reasons why Sand-ed-Dowlch was not 
acceptable to the Persian people. He somewhat skilfully skated over thin ico in 
hinting that the knowledge that he was the avowed candidato of the two Governments 
had militated against him, and proceeded to expatiate moro fully upon Saad-ed~ 
Dowleh's want of judgment in the manner in which he had himself set about his own 
canvass. He had from the first given himself ont as a Russian candidate, and had 
boasted that he must succeed Necause he had the backing of countless Russian 
bayonets. I do not for a moment suppose that Saad ever said anything of tho sorts 
but his attitude of confident assuranco and his undoubted assertion that he had the full 
support of the Russian Government gave his opponents an opportunity for putting into 
his mouth a statement which he is too astute to have really uttered, although ho was 
certainly on his arrival here somewhat unduly inflated by tho importance of his 
mission, 

Ala-es-Sultanch went on to say that the Cabinet had mado up their minds that, if 
it.was the intention of the two Governments to fores Sand upon Persia at the point OF 
the bayonet, they would resist to the utmost of their power and would not rosign until 
thoy could place the mandate given to them into the hands of a Medjliss, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Constitution. In this attitude, he continued, they had 
tho full support of the Regent. 

After having dolivered himself of this short tirado, Ala-es-Sultanch stated that the 
present situation of political uncertainty is an intolerablo one that reacts upon the 
‘administrative life of the entire country. He confessed that the present Cabinet is in 
‘state of semi-resignation, and himself stated that it is in neod of urgent reform, Ho 
suggested that such men as Ain-od-Dowlehi and Mustaufi-ul-Mamalok should be invited 
to join, the former as Minister of the Interior and the latter as Minister of Financo, an 

for which it appears that ho is peculiarly well fitted by horeditary instincts, His 
Highness assured mo that if he wore given permission to. sock tho assistance of such 
elements a3 those montioned, he would he able to submit a Cabinot in twenty-four 
hours containing all that is best in Persia to-day, 

As Twas aware that tho Minister had suggested to my Russian collen 
previous day that Saad-ed-Dowlch might bo invited. to join the Cabinet as Min 
the Interior, I asked his Highness whether ho did. not think that it might bo desirable, 
under the circumstances, to include Saad in the Cabinet, Ala-es-Sultaneh replied that 
this might be a good move, but he was not 60 decided upon this point as when speaking 
to M. Poklowsky, and appeared to greatly profer the idea of Ain-ed-Dowleli for tho 
Home Department, an office that the prince, who knows Persia and the provinces better 
than any living politician, is particularly suited to hold. 

__ As my Russian colleague was not in possession of any fresh instructions as to the 
attitude he should adopt towards the candidature of Snad-ed-Dowloh for the premicr- 
ship, I did not feel that I should be justified in telling Aln-cs-Sultanch of the'contents 
of your telegram No. 697 of the 20th ultimo. I therefore merely said that I folt sure 
that the two Governments had no intention of imposing Saad-ed-Dowleh upon Persia 
at the point of the bayonet, and that they had supported his candidature because they 
genuinely believed him to be a strong and energetic man, who would be able to form a 
sound Cabinet that would do good work in re-establishing order and placing the 
internal affairs of Persia on a more stable basis. ‘Their wish waa to seo such a Govern- 
ment established in Persia, and my Government felt that, in order to enable a Cabinet 
to carry out an efficacious policy, it was desirable that financial assistance on. a 
Somewhat larger seale than the previous advances should be made, 

[1591] 3.ae 
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‘Ala-es-Sultanch readily agreed, and repeated his conviction that it would be 
possible under present conditions to form a really effective administration which would 
Ye able to carry out a sound constructive policy, provided that it enjoyed the 

fidenco’ and moral support of the British and’ Russian Governments, who, he 
hoped, would continue to use their best endeavours to procure for Persia that financial 
assistance of which she stands in such pressing need. 

T have no hesitation in saying that a careful examination of the present 
situation has caused me to form most decided opinion that Saad-ed-Dowleh is in 
no sonso fitted to assume the control of an administration from which much good 
for tle re-establishment of order can be expected. He commands no following of 
Hee ety or wronals, both feared and hated by the general public, and 
inspires no ono with confidence, He has so far not succeeded in securing the 
co-operation of any nien of position in Persia, but those whose assistance he has 
fequired aro mero men of straw whose very names bring a smile to the lips of serions 
Politicians, Instead of securing the backing of some well-known man or men as the 
Inainstay of his Cabinet, he las only been. able to offer political nonentities as colleagues 
{o tho mon of sound political position whose collaboration he has sought. It is not 
innatural that men who attach value to their public standing have refused to entor a 
Cabinet composed of such fecblo elements, Suad-ed-Dowleh may have many good 
qualities, bat ho has shown himsolf singularly unequal to the delicate task of forming 
a Cabinet, and has displayed a great want of knowledge of the feelings of the public. 
mon of the day and a total misconception of the fact that Persians are still animated 
by aspirit of independence, however much they may inwardly realise that they aro 
under a measure of foreign tutelage, 

.d-od-Dowloh rotumed to ‘Fehran at an unfortunate moment and under unlucky 
conditions, Ho camo with n mandate from the two Governments, which he believed 
vould suiflico to secure for him any high appointment he might desire. He allowed 
his to bo seen, and in consequence earned the resentment of certain people that were 
disposed to he friendly towards him, Ho made the further mistake of letting it bo 
tindoratooil that ft did not much anatter who his Ministers were, because he intended 
1o control the ontire administration himself. ‘That he should have done so might have 
eon desirable, but the knowledge that he openly intended to do so was not palatable to 
thoso whom he had hoped to seo join his Cabinet, 

Tmay perhaps add that the Belgian Minister has told mo that ho is most anxious 
about tho situation that might be created were Saad-ed-Dowleh to, become Prime 
Ministor or Regent, because he doubts very much if tho Belgian financial and Customs 
stall would bo ablo to work vith him, It was not forgotten, he said, that he had been 
instrumental in the downfall of M, Naus, and that, after having been Persian Minister 
at Brussols for many y eveloped a violont hatred for things 
Belgian. M, Mornard, who wa favourably impressed, has now quite 
changed his mind, and consi Prime Minister would be a fresh national 


Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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of trade, Dyesterday made a serious representation to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
‘pointed out that the Bagdad-Kermanshah route is one of the few remaining 

that are open for the importation of British goods into Persia, and I said that tho 
disorders reported on it caused most serious damage to British commerce. T added 
that the Turkish Ambassador had spoken to me very seriously upon the subject, and 
had hinted at the possibility of the Sublime Porte having to insist upon the right to 
have Turkish caravans escorted by Turkish troops, since Persia's inability to maintain 
order on her roads constituted a breach of her treaty engagements. Tt seemed to me, 
Tsaid, that it might be difficult to find an answer to the ‘Turkish argument. 

Ala-us-Sultanch replied that want of money was the cause of the whole trouble, 
and that the treasurer-general declares that he is unable to supply the Governor- 
General with the funds of which he stands in urgent need, and that the latter had 
consequently sent his resignation to the Imperial Government. 

Treplied that M. Mornard was somewhat justified in his hesitation to supply more 
funds to Farman Farma without a proper security that the money would be suitably 
spent, since his Highness’s notorious corruption had caused him to be deservedly 
distrusted. I suggested that it might be possible to find a less self-interested 
Governor-General. 

Thave, &0, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


[53875] No. 384, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofice-—(Received December 11.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Bina td December 16, 1912, 

LBEG to acknowledgo your letter of the 2th November, and havo to thank you 
for Sir Edward Grey's kind expression of views on the subject of th advisability of 
sending out a representative at once to ‘Tehran to push forward the negotiations now 

roceeing forthe soquistion of a coneesin for tho railways with which the Persian 
Railways Syndicate is concerned. 

‘Those views have been placed before the syndicate, and it has been decided to act 
upon Sir Edward Grey's advice in the matter, particularly in view of the fact that the 
Société d’Etudes are not now, we understand, sending out their delegates this month, 
as was originally intended. 

T note that Sir Edward Grey, though he recognises tho syndicate's claim to 
promote further developments in railway construction, considers it expedient, for the 
Teasons stated, to concentrate our attention in the first placo on securing the concession 


ini the Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, and I have accordingly wired to Mr. Wood as 
lows :— 


8i 


“You can meantime accept contract for Mobammorah-Khoremabad, only reserving 
other lines for subsequent contract.” 


Tam, &c, 
GREENWAY, Chairman, 


(53869) No, 385. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office. —(Reevived December 17.) 


: Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Sir, December 16, 1912. 

1 BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 4th instant on the subject of 
the proposed telegram to Mr. Wood at ‘Tehran in connection with the negotiations now 
in progress for the acquisition of a mining concession in Persia, and in reply have to 
state that the telegram as drafted was, before receipt of your letter, sent to Mr. Wood 
With the addition after the word “ concession” of the following : 


age do not insist upon (inclusion of littoral and Gulf islands) if likely to cause 








Which wording I was given to understand over the telephone would meet with your 
approval. 


Tam, &e. 
C. GREENWAY, 





(53871) No. 386. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O fice —(Received December 11.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, December 16, 1912. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, relative to the 
reported appointment by the Russian Government of an officer in the Bakhtiari 
foumtry, aid note the action which has been taken by Sit Edward Grey in this 
matter, 

L now heg to enclose copy of a confidential memorandum on the political situation 
in tho Bakhtiari country which has recently come to hand from our political agent, 
Dr, Young, and which will doubtless prove of interest to you as throwing some further 
light on the present stato of affairs in that part of Persia, 

Thave, &. 
©. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 


Enclosure in No. 386. 
Memorandum on the Governorship of Bakhtiaristan, 


I has been our chief trouble during the past two years that there was no propor 
authority here to whom matters could be referred for immediate attention, Since the 
senior khane have gone to Tehran and other towns, they have regarded the governorship 
of their own country as of min Sardar Ashja, in au outburst of confidence, 
‘said to me one day lust winter lifo of nomads is no longer a life for us, and to 
rule the Lurs our children are good enough.” ‘Translated in plain language this means: 
“Whit wo desire now are governorships and other fat billets in the lnrge towns, 
whorg our robberies and ‘madakkhil’ would be on « level with our posts, and where we 
could lead tho life of * gentlemen,’ We have left our old position for our children.” 
Wor example, Sardar Zaflar, Governor of Ispahan, has ordered every baker in the 
1 to pay him tax of 1 toman per day, As there are about 200 bakers in Ispahan 
it meant about 300 tomans, or, roughly, about 581. per day. ‘This would be an income 
of 1,590L. per month, or at the rate of about 19,080. per annum! I have just heard 
this little story from Captain Grey, and we therefore need not be surprised at the 
senior khaus having found it more lucrative to leave their old positions “to their 
childve 
Last year was the first experiment made by the khans, and two of their younger 
Munlazemuad-Dovleh aad Salar Adkeaf—were appotited to govern the Lure. In 
my lette ter T explained what they did, and’ T need not repeat 
‘well they curried out their duties, ‘The troubles they haye caused generally, 
including ourselves, are still fresh in our minds, Captain Grey, who was kept 
au courant with all’ our affairs, agreed with me before he went north that a solution 
would have to be found to prevent the recurrence of similar doings. 
Tt is not necessary for mo to relate the details whick led up to the new and present 
It is common knowledge now that on pressure being brought upon them 
jon the khans have departed from their usual custom, and have appointed 
Sardar Jing (who belongs to the ilbegi family) as acting ilkhani with “supreme 
powers,” importance of such powers lies in the fact that he has the right to 
‘engage or dismiss his own ilbegi, and we must feel indebted to the legation and 
Captain Grey for this excellent point. So long as powers were divided so long would 
authority rennin divided, hich has proved menace to, peace and good relationship 
here, Ona small seale we had exactly the ame thing with our head of guards, our 
troubles becoming more serious every year until we succeeded in inducing the khans to 
forgo their custom and give us one man only. 
Sardar Jang’s appointment is for five years. In a country where situations change 
as tily one righ a It Te cond eal or edacen cere ete eget Oh 
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‘of any givensscheme. If Jang proves himself strong enough to keep the younger men in 
check there is no reuson why he should not succes, ‘The young khans want billets: 
‘They were sick that they had no hand in the “general loot ” of Persia, and so they tose 
agalust Jang, but for the present matters hive boon etranged amicably. 

The other element of danger would be beyond Jang’s power to overcome, for 
connected with the change of Government in Tehran, and we expect some very d 
changes within the next year, ‘The khaus are unpopular everywhere, and no responsible 

sin will have anything to do with the Government as long as they hold office, It 
1s possible, therefore, that they may be put out of power shortly, though probably not 
without a fight for their posts, 

In itself, this would not affect Jang’s position very seriously, but should all the 
senior khans’ determine to return to their own country, all ruling powers would 
naturally revert to themselves, No one can foretell what may happen then. ‘They 
have even mooted the idea thst, should they be expelled from ‘Iehran, they would 
establish an independent. provinee of their own with Ispaban as the capital. “Who is 
there to say no? ‘That they will not be antisfed with thelr minor positions wo know, 
‘That, once put together, they will quarrel and fight amongst themselves. is alinost 
certain, and the likelitiood is that this will lead their country and themselves to ruin 
before any of their dreains are realised. 

Short of the above contingencies, or any other unforeseen circumstances, Jang 
ought to do well, and, as his papers have been countersigned by the legation, we may 
hope that he will hold his post for some time, I shall receive a copy of his “power 
of attorney” and will forward it in due course, Sardar Jang will not stay at Behbahan, 
‘This would be useless, as it would be too far away, He will remain in this district in 
the winter and at Chigukhor in the summer, For the present, Amir Mujahid has gone 
to Behbahan to settle the Kubgelui raids, and, this dono, one of the younger khans will 
succeed him, as he himself has been promised’ the governorship of Yezd on condition 
that he meets with success at Behbahan, 


Bakhtiari Khans and Sheikh of Mahommorah. 


‘This important question has a direct bearing on our interests in the Bakhtiari 
country and Arabistan, A conflict botween these two parties will not lead to very 
pleasant results either for Arabistan or this place, In this connection wo are between 
the “devil and deep sea,” and we must be assured ax far ax is possible cither that 
there will be peace or that we shall be protected from likely damage to our large 
When a rabble, without leader or order, moves in a country where a 
ine has been constructed, the result would be a breakage of cups and a 

of our telephone, ‘The same might happen to the pipe, If oil is be 

edlat ths time, cur power sfationl must atop vane ‘The Suotkh of Mohan 
is not bound to pay for damage, and the Bakhtiari khana are. ‘Tho. former will 
punish the guilty and the latter have no money to pay, Neither will ielp us much 

‘after the damaye has been done. 

‘The consul is aware of these possibilities, and I have taken every opportunity of 
driving our position home to him for the information of the legation, If, on account of 
this conflict, or any other and unforeseen danger which may arise at any time, it was found 
necessary to resort to active measures, the subject should emanate from the Government 
and not from us. When five years ago Mx. Reynolds pressed the consul to bring out an 
escort here, we were made to pay for it, If ever this happens again—and there is no 
telling when—the Persian Government must stand the cost, not only by virtue of the 
concession, but on the same principle as the Russians are to be indemnified for the 
protection they have afforded their companies in their sphere of influence, 

In my letters last winter Ihave explained the trouble that hus arisen between 
Bakhtiaris and sheikh regarding Shushtar. ‘This is not the principal trouble, however, 
‘The chief cause of the irritation is over the Jerahi lands—a stretch of territory south. 
west of Behbahan, which has always been inhabited by Arabs, and belonged to the 
the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, ‘The latter, ostensibly a friend of the sheikh, sold this property 
to the Bakhtiari khans some time ago, ‘The sheikh was furious over this, as it meant 
that the Bakhtiaris would gain a foothold on the plains leading to the Shatt-cl-Arab, 
and that they would be masters over the Arab rayats living on that property, ‘The 
sheikh would have paid the price, and more than the price, had the Nvzam—who was 
‘ayware of the objections—not been treacherous, and told him of his intentions to sell, 
He ae taking over these lands, seeing that his rayats inhabited the place, 

4A 
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‘The khans, on their part, were furious about the damago to thes AKIIL property by the 
sheilsh's Arabs, who looted the place last spring when the Shushtar trouble was on. 

Tt is hoped that @ conference will be convened next spring at Ab-bid, and at which 
Sir Perey Cox is likely to be present in order to bring about a settlement, Tt is 
proposed’—and this is confidential —that an exchange of territory should take place, the 
A ieligh acquiting the Jerahi lands and the khans to get “ Zeitun” property near Ram 
orntz, at present belonging to tho sheikh. Either party to pay the other any excess 
in money valuation of the lands. Further, that the sheikh should indemnify the khaus 
for the AKili damage. Tt will be interesting for us to know at what rate per jarib 
Ikhans and sheikh sell land to one auother, 

Ti these points aro agreed upon at the conference, the primary difficulties will have 
disappeared, The khans are well aware that, damage or no damage, it is to the 
compiny’s, commercial interest. at present, to keep these parts outside the pale of petty 
‘varfiure and political strife. More especially as our trade is now to be developed, I shall 
Turther rub this into Jang when we meot at Malamir soon. 


The Cultivators and the Loan. 


Thad a tall with Captain Grey on this vexed question, and from the outset asked 
him what was meant by “fullest assurances” given by Sardar Jang to the legation in 
rogurd to the cultivators, Ho told me that “fullest assurances” meant profuse 
Bakhtiari promises, the value of which is nil. In the circumstances that they were 
placed, the legation could not do more than they did. 

“Jang has promised to do something, and, although se quite believe his good inten- 
tions, ho ean do nothing without money. And this brings me to the subject of the loan 
‘of 8,000, half of which has already gone and the remainder will disappear by the end 
Of the winter, Hero is a brief calculation : 2,001. had to be given up there and then 
fn Tehran for arrears of pay. ‘The guarding of the Ispahan road costs about $001, per 
tnonth, and about 2,000, has been spent already. By February another 2,001. will be 
tone on the road, atid what Mujubid’s trip to Bebbahan will cost no one knows vet. 
five wholo amount was therefore a drop in a.gea, and it was clear from what Captain 
Grey told me that, however genuine Jang’s intentions may be, he will have no money 
to spare for rayats’ lands, 

Unfortunately Groy was not in Tehran when the question of this loan 

‘aod andl although ho. did not think that we could have held back the shares on 
Mount of the rayats’ claims, he admitted that then was the most opportune moment to 
jiave foreed tho Khans into some form of settlement by diplomatic moans. ‘There were 
numberof ways, and it was for that moment” that I held on to the shares for over a 
year, knowing that they would want money for them by pledge or sale, Tt required 
xrineone on the spot, fully conversant with our affairs, to take up the necessary stand 
in our interests, immediately the subject of tho loan was broached. I myself should 
have | fate. After the delivery of the loan we could do nothing, and even the 
diNeat of nowdolivery of the shares would haye buen of litle or no avail 
in Grey told mo that he has been instructed to deliver the shares to the bank: 
on tho khang behalf. Linformed him that the shares were in London, and as T have as 
yet in axe to grind with them when Tmeot Jang, in accordance with the instructions 
vm homo, Lasked him tot to press the matter for the present. He agreed, and he 
will also take up the matter with Sardar Jang on the lines that I will follow and as 
adyised by the directors. 

What niay be looked for from Jang is that he will prevent by foreo any nonsense 
on the part ofthe rayats, But a possible way out of the difficulty has recently been 
Trought to my notice quite accidentally and which may brin ‘About. satislactory 
solution. Itisthis: Some time ago, and owing to a blood feud, the Khans have expelled 
f whole tribe from the north and’ have located the people at Turkedez, about tour 
hours distance from us. ‘There bas been another blood feud with this same tribe quite 
reevntly, and all the people scattered and fled in the neighbourhood of Malamir, 
relinquishing their torritory, to which they dare not return. As the senior khans were 
thot here, the matter remained unsettled and that land was fallow last year. I shall 
endeavour to induce Sardar Jang to hand over those lands to the cultivators and remove 
the offending tribe to auother part of the country, as they did before. ‘There is enough 
and there to satisfy half the number of the claimants, and there is more which Jang 
can buy, adjacent to that territory, buthe will not need so much money as for the whole. 
T have talked the matter over with some of the local chiefs, and it seemed quite 
faeceptable to them, as they would not need to go far away from their present 


habitations, In my keenness fo see this matter settled, T do not wish to appear too 
canguine, but it strikes me that this may prove after all to be the likeliest way out of 
the difficalty, and let us hope that this may be s0. 

‘Sandar Jang will be in Malamir some tiie in December, when I hope to go to a0 
him. We are managing to keep the rayats quiet’ meantime and by such cndeavours 
as just narrated, for the local chiefs sce that we still do what we can, Heider, bead 
of guards, has been very helpful in this connection. ‘There remains also the question 
Grepring water to settle with the Khans, an Captain Grey seemed to feel that we may. 
far avtussle about this too, for Jang, though we know him to be a man of some 
tharacter, is after all a Persian in money matters. As it has'always been uphill work 
coarser To aot suppose that we shall do worse thi time. 

Persian affairs have been complicated for years, and our own here are no exception 
tothe rule. In the foregoing remarks I have endeavoured to describe the, present 
Hituation as well as I could, and U trust to be excused for short diversions into the 
Gomain of the general policy. of the country, which is inseparably connected with 


our own, 
M. Y. YOUNG. 





(53950) No. 387, 


en Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

No. 642.) 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 11, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 628 of 11th December. 
Following from the consul at Mohammerah, No. 86 of 15th December :— 


“There is no Sheikh Ghazban of the Beni Turuf tribe, Ghazban is a chief of 
the Boni Lam, a Turkish tribe, and there is little likelihood of his haying any 
‘connection with the matter, The Beni Turuf are subject to sheikh and unimportant 
malcontents may have had some traffic with the Bakhtiari, but incident would be 
negligible, Bakhtiari incorrectness of detail is curious, considering the precise nature 
of the statement. 

‘The sheikh’s rule naturally does not reach European standards, but might well 
act as a model for the rect of Persia, Lynch's information is probably founded on 
former rumours which anticipated trouble.” 





(53461) No. 388. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 731.) 


(Telegraphic) |B. Roreign Office, Decomber 17, 1912. 
‘OUR telegram No. 634 of 15th December: Lieutenant Steward’s journey. 

Tf you concur in opinion of His Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushiro and Govern- 
mont of India agree, and provided that arrangements can bo made for Lieutenant 
Stoward’s safe return to coast, I have no objection. 





(53457) No. 389. 

i Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

No. 

(Telographic.) Foreign Office, December 17, 1912. 
SIR G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 486 of 15th December : Intrigues of 

Saail-ed-Dowleh, 


Have you any observations to make ? 








(63197) 
Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syndicate. 


Six, Foreign Ofice, December 17, 1912. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 12th instant respecting clause 4 of your contract with the Persian Government. 
‘Tho text, as submitted by you, has beon telegraphed to His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran for communication to Mr. Wood, if Sir W. ‘Townley sees no objection to it. 
A momorancium of the cost of this flegram willbe sent to yo jn due course 
am, 


1 ko. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[84012] No. 391. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Haweard Grey.—(Reccived December 18.) 


(cy 643.) 
elegraphio,) R, 


‘logy 
MY telogram No. 640 of 15th December. 

T received further note from the Persian Government late last night detailing the 
measures taken by the Government here and by the Governor-General at Shiraz to 
Banish the tribo guilty of th outrage which, resulted in the death of Captain Hektor 

These measures inchide a punitive expedition, with its base at Kazerun, as well as 
encircling movements entrusted to the Governor of Behbehan, Bakhtiari chiefs, and 
the Governor of Ispahan, Hope is expressed that within one month the persons 
implicated in the attack on Smart, as also authors of the recent outrage, will be 
captured and brought to justice. 

‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom T shall see later in the day, has especially 
requested me to inform you at once of the steps that are being taken to punish the 
robbers, who are actually now being pursued by 300 horsemen. 

Tt is clear that a serious attempt is being made to punish the offenders, but the 
‘weason of the year is very tunpropitious, and it ean hardly be expected that one month 
will suffice for the purpose, Tam afraid that there is small hope that the various 
fnuthorities called upon to take action will combine together sufficiently loyally to 
ensure success. 

‘The Governor-General evidently intends to do his utmost to make reparation, and 
the British consul at Shiraz urges that he should be granted time to develop his, plans. 
Considering all the circumstances of the case, it would perhaps be fair to give the 
governor a chance of proving his worth, For this purpose Maayan iaosceiour nti 
would have to be accorded, but added geal will be given to the Persian efforts if it is 
felt that failure to exact punishment will necessitate His Majesty's Governn 
tho necessary steps to obtain For this reason, if His Majesty’ 
decide to allow the Persian Government a limited measure of time in which to secure 
reparation, Tam of the opinion that. steps should all the same be taken to prepare 
exputition to accomplish what i is more than probable Persia, unaided, wll be tanable to 
perform, A successful Persian punitive operation would serve to establish the Governor- 
General's prestige, and to restore order generally. 

(Addbessed to Foreign Ofteo; repeated to Bushire and Shiras,) 


Tehran, December 18, 1912, 





(64087) No. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18.) 
(No, 644. 


‘Tehran, December 18, 1912, 
i His Highness expressed earnest 
would allow Governor-General sufficient time to 


Treplied that T was not. yet in possession of your views, but that T considered it 
probable that His Majesty’s Government would feel constrained to take the matter into 
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their own hands unless the Persian Government could secure fulfilment of reparation 
within a reasonable time. I added that it was improbable that Governor-General could 
do this ina month and that it would be bad policy to foroe him to court disaster by 
taking too precipitate action. 

Minister for Foreign Af—aira answered that he would be the first to weleome 
British punitive action if the measures about to be undertaken by Persian Government 
failed. 





(54079) No. 393. 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Hawoard Grey—{Received December 18.) 
(No. O45. 
Geigy d ic.) Tehran, December 18, 1912. 

"FOUR iclogram No. 732 of yesterday. i F 

‘As Saad is not to form part of new Cabinet, I would suggest that, question of his 
intrigues should be dropped. ‘This must have been the meaning Russian Minister 
wished to convey, because he is aware that I am persuaded that Saad can no more 
cease from intriguing than he can from eating and drinking to sustain life, an opinion, 
moreover, which I believe him to share. 

Tt would now appear probablo that, Ala-es-Sultanch may be, able to form a strong 
Cabinet, Samsam has offered his rosignation to the Regent by telegraph, and his 
roply js now being awaited. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(54098) No, 394, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received December 18.) 
No. 646. 
(taeerphicy R. Tehran, December 18, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 644 of to-day. P : 
Persian Minister will be instructed to call at the Foreign Office and offer suitable 
pecuniary indemnity for murder of Captain Eekford in the name of the Persian 
Government. 





(63950) No, 395. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No, 733.) : 
‘Telegraphic Foreign Ofico, December 18, 1912. 
: ESB talgrm No, 642 of 17th December: Sheikh ‘of Mobammérah and 
Bakhtiai Rad 

Tt seems clear fi rts of His %s consular officers that sheikh is not to 
panes ie the gation of fag treatment of Arabs, and you may so inform Sardar Assad, 
‘whose information seems to be very incorrect. 





(64117) No. 396. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 19.) 


St. Petersburgh, December 15, 1912. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in accordance with the instructions 
contained in your despatch No. 309 of the tth instant, I duly communicated to M. Sazonof 
rein enclosed respecting the situation in Southern Persia, 
‘said that he would bring the matter to the notice of the competent 
department of the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





{1s01) 
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(54237) No. 397. 


War Ofiee to Foreign Office —(Reccived December 19.) 
(Gocret,) 

"DHE, Chief of the Imperial General Staff presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and in reply to the penultimate paragraph of his 
memorandum of the 26th November, begs to submit the following expression of the 
views of the general staff on the subject of the Trans-Persian railway :— 


2, Tho military aspect of the proposals in connection with the ‘Trans-Persian 
railway has been carefully considered by the general staff in India and at the War 
Oflice. The Chief of the Imperial General Staff deems it unnecessary now to state the 
caso afresh and desires to associate himself entirely with the views expressed by the 
(general staff in India in their memorandum of the Grd January, 1911, forwarded by 
the India Office to the Foreign Office on the 6th April, 1911. 

3, Tho Chief of the Imperial General Staff wishes specially to emphasise the 
strategical importance of Bunder Abbas and of the measures advocated in connection 
with that place in the memorandum above referred to. He is of opinion that any 
‘Compromise or any alignment other than that passing through Bander Abbas would be 
fraught with danger, as would any branch line leading to Kerman from the north-west 
or linking that place to @ port ouiside the Straits of Hormuz. 

He further begs to suggest the early consideration of the necessary steps to secure 
permanently our naval and military position at the entrance to the Persian Gulf, 

4, Tho Chief of the Imperial General Staff hopes that ho may be given an 
‘opportunity to examine and express his considered views on all proposals involving 
military considorations which may arise in connection with the Trans-Persian railway. 


Whitehall, December 19, 1912. 





64193) No. 398. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 19.) 


(No, 647.) 
Uso hie R 


Tehran, December 19, 1912. 
MOHAMMERAH-KHOREMABAD Railway. 

Your telegram No. 729 of 14th December. 

Tain of opinion that the same objections exist to-day as were put forward by my 
predecessor last yeu to the appointment of the British Minister at Tehran as arbitrator 
Fr'tho disputes between the syndicate and the Persian Government. 

Tanggest deletion of the clause, or the substitution of some formula leaving the 
choieo of an arbitrator open to the negotiators. 





(52873) No. 499. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofiee. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1912. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant regarding railway projects in Southern Persia, 

Tam to transmit, forthe information of the Secretary of Stato for India, a copy of 
a momorindum, dated the 19th November, summarising certain correspondence which 
took place on the subject up to the end of 1911.° 

(vith rexard to later developments, | am to state that your letter correctly reviews 
the position ; that this department is still in communication with the Société d’ Etudes 
rogerding the scope of its activity, and that Sir E, Grey proposes to consult the 
Marquess of Crewe on that subject shortly; that the attitude His Majesty's 
Goverment. may adopt. towards a concession for a line from Bushire to Shiraz and 
Tapuhan is governed (a) by the following paragraph i. the memorandum communicated 
by Sir E. Grey to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 4th October, 191 
{With regard to further railway concessions in the neutral zone, His Majest 
Goverment are quite prepared to discuss the matter with the Russian Government, 
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and to request the syndicate ta send out a representative to St. Petersburgh. His 
Majesty’s Government may ask Russia to consent to them in due conrse, it being 
understood that such consent would nct be claimed as a matter of right until the 
‘Trans-Persian Railway shull have proceeded beyond the Russian sphere ;” and (b) by 
Sir E. Grey's admission to the Russian Government in 1911 that lines in the neutral 
sphere should be international, By the word " international” Sir E, Grey meant merel 
to convey that Tis Majesty's Government would not insist upon the exclusion of aL 
foreign participation, though he has always felt that such lines should be predominantly 
British in so far as concerns control. 

Tam to add that it is not in present cireumstanees proposed that the Mohammerah— 
Khoremabaal line should be classed as ‘ international” in this sense, 

An opportunity may arise, in the conrse of further negotiation, for intimating to 
the Russian Government the interest of His fajesty’s Government in. the Bushire 
Shiraz-Ispahan project, though it will not be overlooked that Ispahan itself is pliced 
in the Russian sphere by the terms of the Anglo-Russian agreement, 

‘Fam, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[43869] No. 400, 
Foreign Ofice to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Ogico, December 19, 1012, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to cckaomledge eh of your letier of the 
16th instant, rogarding a tolegram sent by you to Mr. Wood on the subject of the Kerman 
mining concessio 

In tho opinion of Sir B, Grey, the wording of tho telegram in question iy not 
suficiently explicit, and he would be glad if it could bo amplified in the genso of my 
letter to you of the 4th instant, 

Tam, &o 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(54268) No. 401, 


Mr. Carnegic to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 525. Confidential.) 
Si, Paris, December 18, 1912, 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 602, Confidential, of the 11th instant, I 
have the honour to enclose copy of a communication which the Regent of Persia gave 
me lst night for transmission to you. 

His Highness told me that he was in a very difficult, position owing to his ignor- 
ance of what was taking place behind the scenes at Tehran. He would be much 
obliged if Sir W. Townley’s opinion were asked for in rogard to the questions which 
aro raised in his communication, and he would be most grateful for any advice from 
you as to the action he should take in the present difficult and complicated 
circumstances. 

‘The Nasr-ul-Mulk: went on to say that he was not making a similar, or, in fact, 
any, communication to the Russian Ambassador here for two reasons. Firstly, becauso 
it was hardly necessary, as he knew that the two legations at Tehran wore in closo 
touch with each other and would hold similar opinions on the questions at issue; and, 
fecondly, becanso ho was not asking for your advico ofcally but privately and 
informally. He begged me to assure yon that he was most anxions to do his best, in 
order to resolve the difficulties of the political situation, 

Thave, &e. 
L. D, CARNEGIE, 





280 


Enclosure in No. 401. 
Communication from the Regent of Persia. 


AETER the hopeful telegram of Samsam, the Prime Minister, which T communi- 
cated to London, have just received another telegram from him in which he exposes 
the difficulty of the situation, tells me that on the strength of both foreign and his 
colleagues opinion his resignation is thought advisable, and recommends Ala-es- 
Sultanch, the present Foreign Minister, as his successor, contemplating the inclusion of 
Bynod-Dowleh and two others in the new Cabinet. ry s 

Owing to tho confusion brought about by the conflict of personal interests in 
‘Tehran I have no recent trustworthy information regarding the situation, and the constant 
change of the attitude of the Bakhtiaris has become puzzling. 2 

‘Mho want of stability having been at the root of the evils from which the country 
ip suforing, specially a criss at tho present juncture is to be deprecated in principle ; 
ut in ease circumstances have rendered it necessary, one must use great deal of 
udgment to have a suitable Cabinet that might enlist comparatively more sympathy at 
home and inspire more confidence abroad. 

‘As far as I can judge from the above telegram, Ala-es-Sultaneh has the pre- 
foronce of the Buk htiaris, but it seems that Eynod-Dowleh would be more acceptable 
fat the presont. 

T shall be grateful, if Sir Raward Grey thinks it fit to allow me, in an informal 
and confidential way, to havo the benefit of Sir Walter ‘Townley's views, as, being on 
on the spot and in constant touch with his Russian colleague, he is better able 
to judge the requirement of the present situation. What is essential to know is as 
follows:— 


Has the Cabinet crisis become inevitable? And if s0, which of the candidates 
has moro chance to succeed in forming a suitable Cabinet and promptly putting an end 
to the crisis? Is the predilection of the Bakhtiaris of any importance at all? Has it to 
be taken into account ? 


I think that being informed of the real facts of the situation and guided by 
friendly advico I shall be enabled to give the right direction to those concerned and 
much complication may be avoided, 

Tmay add that the presence of Saad-ed-Dowleh has become, as far as I ean gather 
from recent correspondence, a new cause of complication. 





(64372) No. 402. 
Mr, Whelen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 


hester Place, Regent's Park, 
in December 18, 1912. 

AT a meeting of the Persian Committee, held at the House of Commons on 
Monday, Iwas desired to draw your attention’ to the persistent attempts which aro 
being made under Russian inspiration to overthrow the existing form of Government 
in Porsia and to bring about the restoration of the ex-Shah. In this connection I have 
the honour to enclose two documents containing information which has reached this 
committee from reliablo sources, ‘The first has reference to the steps which are being 
taken to restore the ex-Shab, and the second contains some account of the antecedents 
of his henchman, Saad-ed-Dowleh. os ‘ 

My committee feel that there can be no improvement in the condition of, Persia 
while these repented and determined attacks upon her Government and institutions 
are being organised under the protection of her powerful neighbour on the north. ‘The 
Persian Government is a constitutional monarchy, and both Great Britain and Russia 
have given to that Goverunient pledges of the most solemn and binding character that 
they willdo nothing to hinder it in the task of internal reorganisation. Yet not only 
are suggestions made to the Persian Government that the summoning of the Medjis 
which is long overdue, would create the worst impression in Russia, but the authority 
of the Ministers who are faithful to. the constitution is being constantly undermined. 
Under circumstances such as these it can scarcely arouse wonder if the country is 
drifting into anarchy. 
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[have the honour to submit, on belalf of my committee, that any delay in dealing 
with this precarious situation may lead to results disastrous to vital British interests, 
The Parliament is such an important factor in the Persian constitution that the 
machinery of Goverament cannot function while it is in abeyance. ‘The obstacles 
which have been raised to the summoning of a new Parliament, as provided by law, 
should therefore be removed at once. Whatever may be said for or against the past 
action of Parliament, it would be difficult to deny that it has proved itself a jealous 
guardian of the liberties of Persia as a nation. If the Russian Government or that of 
Great Britain, having important interests in Persia, should desire to suggest changes 
in the constitution of a nature to provide for its more harmonious operation, wo feel 
sure that the Parliament, which alone has power to introduce such changes, would, 
when convened, carry them into effect, provided that they did not reduce the 
Parliament to practical nullity in the important affairs of State. 

‘Dhe continued presence of the Russian troops in Northern Persia, in spite of 
pledges given to His Majesty’s Government that they would be promptly withdrawn, 
is a fnrther cause of disorder and unrest. ‘The rovenues of these important 
provinces are withheld from the Persian Government, and the condition of the 
provinces themselves is going from bad to worse. 

When the Medjliss has been convoked in accordance with the constitution, my 
committee trust that His Majesty’s Government will do all that lies in their power 
to facilitate a loan to the Persian Government on reasonable terms and subject to 
such conditions as regards the expenditure of its proceals as may be considered 
desirable, 

Thave, &. 
FREDERICK WHELEN, 
Honorary Sceretary. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 402, 


Tntrigues for the Restoration of the ex-Shah Mohammed Ali. 


ACCORDING to news received from a trustworthy source, the Russian papers are 

discussing the probability of the ex-Shah’s return to Persia. ‘Tho Russki 
Slovo” says that the ex-Shal has sent his agent, Mirza Abn Turab Khan of Kashan, 
ntitled Monkhtar-ed-Dowleh, one of his most intimate favourites and courtiers, t0 
discuss, through the Persian Minister at St, Petersburgh, the question of the ox-Shah's 
return with the Persian Cabinet, ‘Tho latter were almost persuaded to aacee to this 


under certain conditions, but differences arose which for the moment put, an end to 
the negotiations, and Moukhtar-ed-Dowleh again returned to Odessa, “It-is said that 
Russia proposes, with England’s concurrence, to ‘leave the question of the ex-Shah's 
return to power to the decision of the Persian nation (!), and that the two Powors shull 
not intervene save in case their interests are threatened by disturbances ; in other 
words, they will intervene if resistance is offered by the Persian people to the return 
of this perjured and discredited tyrant! Another courtier of the ox-Shah, Abu'l- 
Fath Khan, is constantly going to and fro between Paris, Berlin, and Brussols, 

Nows has also beon received through private channels in Russia that auother 
courtier of the ex-Shab, who was in charge of his transport, arrangements, mules, 
camels, and the like, and who also accompanied him in his exile to Odessa, has been 
having accommodation on a large scale in caravanserais and guest-houses in ‘Tabriz 
and Zanjan, while his former secretary, Hishmat-ed-Dowleh, a notorious and astute 
reactionary, is working energetically for him in Pehan, 

So far, Saad-ed-Dowleh has not succeeded in forming a Cabinet, for Samsam-cs- 
Sultanch, the actual Premier, refuses to resign, and though Saad-ed-Dowleh is 
supported by Russia and England, no respectable statesman is willing to serve 
under him. “He is therefore endeavouring to induce some of the weaker members of 
the abinet to resign, or to bring about a Cabinet crisis by abstaining from 
attending its meetings, so as to compel Samsam-es-Sultanch to resign, 


fiss1) 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 402. 
Particulars concerning Saad-ed-Dorcleh. 


HIS namo is Mirza Jawad Khan of Tabriz, son of Hajji Mirza Abdu’ Uah of Khuy, 
ho morchant, In his youth he entered the service of Ali-quli Khan, the former 
Muidibiaced-Dowleh, who as the son of the eminent historian, poct, and lex 
cographer Rizi-quli Khan, called “Tala-bashi” and “Hidayat,” and the father of the 
present Mukhbiried-Dowleh and Mukhbiru-esSultanch and Sani-ed-Dowleb, who, as 
Fill bo remembered, was Minister of Finance, and was assassinated on the 6th 
February, 1911, by a Russian subject (a Georgian named Evan), who was subse- 
quently removed by Russia from Persian jurisdiction, and was seen at large last 
sinnmerat Kharkoff or Rostoff, in Russia, by a credible witness. 

Sand-ed-Dowleh succeeded in winning the confidence and favour of the former 
Mukhbiru-ed-Dowlch (who was then Minister of Posts and Telegraphs), and finally 
married his daughter and was appointed Controller of Telegraphs at ‘Tabriz ; but soon 
aftorwards ho offended his patron, and thereafter became a most bitter enemy of him 
tnd all his family. ‘The importance of this is that he includes in this hatred 
Muklibira-esSultanch, who is now Governor of Fars, and is said to be an excellent 
governor, and who will certainly be driven to resign if Saad-ed-Dowleh becomes Prime 
Ministor or, worse still, Regent. 

suideed-Dowleh next entered the Foreign Office, and in due course became 
Porsian Minister at Brussels, after the Austrian Government had refused to accept him 
in this capacity. He was responsible for engaging Messrs. Naus, Priem, and other 
Dolgians who wero brought to Persia to superintend the custom-houses and excise. 
M. Nims, after his arrival in Persia, recommended the purchase of four or five gun- 
boats to, patrol the Persian Gulf ports, and a sum of 300,000 fr. (12,0001) was 
{ransmitted to Sand-ed-Dowleh by the’ Persian Government in part payment for 
theso,, ‘his sum disappeared, and Saad-ed-Dowleh declared that the bank in which 
fio had deposited it had burst, so a fresh payment of this amount liad to be made by 
the Persian Government, 

‘About 1905, a year before the constitution was granted, Saad-ed-Dowleh returned 
to Tehran and became Minister of Commerce, Daring tho agitation of the merchants 
of Tehran against M, Nans he fell foul of the latter and supported the agitation, in 
consequence of which he was banished to Yazd by ’Aynu-ed-Dowleh, ‘There he 
fxcaped from custody and took refuge in. the British telegraph office, but returned to 
Molivan in tho autumn of 1906 after the proclamation of the constitution. Ho was 
subsequently elected a member of the First National Assembly for Tehran. The 
Prosidont, Sani-ed-Dowlel, was, as already stated, obnoxious to him, and he opposed 
him so violently that finally he ‘aroused the indignation of all the deputies, and was 

riled to leave the Medjliss nbout June 1907, during the premiership of the 

‘Sultanch, Thereupon Saad-ed-Dowleh attached himself to Mohammad Ali, 
tho oxShah, and began to work against the Medjliss until he became an object of 
suspicion and dislike to all its members and supporters. 


‘After tho assassins 


n of the Aminu-es-Sultanch (the Bist August, 1907), 
st he held u 


ign Minister by Mohammed Ali, and 
ieated to the British Foreign Office, 
late for office. After the intervention of 
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the frontier. He sought to terrorise the Constitutionalists by means of the Russian 
troops, and said on one occasion, “If Resht and Khurasan do not Keop quiet, I will 
send Russian troops there too.””” His arrogant and unconciliatory conduct was one of 
the principal factors in bringing about the advance of the Constitutionalist armies on 
‘Tehran. At one time even Mohammed Ali Shah was disgusted at his arrogance, but a 
reconciliation was effected and he was supported by the legations. When the Consti- 
tutionalists entered Tehran in July 1909, Saad-ed-Dowleh telephoned to M. Baranovsky, 
the dragoman of the Russian Legation, “Il faut bombarder la ville,” and two or three 
hours later the bombardment was begun, but tho legations remonstrated with 
Mohammad Ali and stopped it. After the capture of Tehran by the Constitutionalists, 
Sead-ed-Dowlch remained at Gulahck under the protection of the Dutch Legation until 
ho finally left Persia for Europe, a few days after the departure of the ex-Shab. 
During the lesser autocracy, which lasted from the 23rd June, 1908, until July 1909, 
he sold for 100,000 tomans (about 20,000) a concession for a monopoly in lamb-skins 
toa Russian coucessionnaire, which the Medjliss subsequently quashed. 

If the chance be given him, he will become a second Samad Khan Shuja-ed- 
Dowleh on a larger scale, He is regarded by all patriotic Persians as a Russian tool, 
and as a man totally devoid of patriotic feeling and honesty. 





[54317] No. 403, 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Poreign Office.—(Received December 20.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
ir, London, Decomber 19, 1912. 

WITH reference to the proposal contained in my letter of the 11th October to the 
Admiralty and to the subsequent interviows in the same connection, ending with the 
memorandum drawn up by Mr, Parker on the 19th ultimo, Tam desired by my board 
to enquire if any decision has yet been arrived at by His Majesty's Government in the 
matter, as tho company having now arrived at a producing stage aro rapidly 

ting stocks of liquid fuel and must necessarily make early arrangements for 
the disposal of this portion of their products, 

Te was suggested in the course of one of the intorviews that His Majesty's 
Government might seo some objection to the proposed contract on the grounds that it 
might involve some increased political obligations in the event of war or disturbances in 
Persia, and my board desire me to point out that-with, or without, the proposed contract, 
they would in such an event expect protection, in view of the circumstances in-whioh 
tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company came into existence. ‘They also’ desiro to draw 
attention to the fuet that this obligation has already been recognised by His Majesty's 
Government in the provision of an Indian military guard about three years ago, when, 
at the beginning of our operations in Arabistan, the Bakhtiari tribes were causing us a 
‘good deal of trouble. 

But my board further desire me to point ont that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
instead of being a cause of trouble, has undoubtedly had a distinctly pasifying influence 
in that part of Rersia where it is carrying on its operations, the large amount, of profit 
which it has brought to the inhabitants having conduced to the peace and order which 
the Persian Government have in other parts of the country been vainly endeavouring 
to secure, 

Consequently, the extensions of the company’s operations and the further large 
xpeaaiture of capital which would Hye necessitated by the proposed contanct vith tho 
Admiralty, would, my. board consider, in uo way tend to increase His Majesty's 
Goverament’s political responsibilities in respect of this company, but, on the other 
hand, would assist in a peaceful way in securing the restoration of order and good 
Government which is so much desired, as well as in the consolidation of British interests, 
in Southern Persia, 

Thave, &. 
©, GREENWAY, Managing Director. 








(54374) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 648.) 

(elegraphic) R, : ‘Tehran, December 20, 1912 

Drool QELOWING from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz, No, 210 of 19th 
jeeomber -— 


“T had another long conversation with the Governor-General last night, during 
which he again assured me that all possible steps were being taken to identify and 
punish the robbers. He says that he has dispatched a trastworthy agent with a/small 
party of horsemen to Ardaka and other plices, who is busily engaged in securing 
evidence regarding the identity of the robbers and in trying to trace the stolen goods, 
In addition to this, Daria Begi starts at once for Kazerun, where he will raise a small 
local force of some 600 men. Men will also be recruited at Kamarij. ‘These two 
forces will have dual duty—firstly, of guarding the road for passenger caravans, 
and more| especially of th. party’ of gendarnice who will ber returning. story 
from Bushire with’ arms and ammunition, and, secondly, of taking active measures 
Against Moliammed Ali Khan Kashkuli,’ whenever the Governor-General considers 
that all preparations are sufficiently far advanced. ‘The Governor-General is 
also in communication with Soulet-ed-Dowleh, from whom he expects assistance in the 
matter It in not likely that these measures will produce any very definite result, but, 
at any rate, the general idea is sound, an {ie tacautins ho Goverson General 
continues his preparations here for the organisation of a regular force, it may be hoped 
that by the spring he will be strong enough to take decisive measures against 
Mohammed Ali Khan (whom he regards as by far the most serious offender), and. also 
Agua the garpetrators of the last outrage 

“Ho tells me that he has prepared budget for expenditure of 15,0001, which he 
promises to let me see shortly, but Ido not suppose that much progress can be made in 
Any question of finance until after the wrrival of tho new financial agent.” 
i The following from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz, No, 211 of 19th 

Jecember 


“ ‘The identity of the robbers, 

“Lhave been receiving information on this point during the last few days from a 
number of different. sources All informants agree that the band included a number of 
mon of Mamaseni tribo, and T have lists of the names of the principal persons said to 
haye been invelyed, Itisalso possible that, as the Governor-General avers, Boir Ahmedis 
also took part in,the raid, but they were certainly well supported by the Mamaseni, and 
by wine Kaabgain, I conversed Gn thin matter'with the Governce-General lat nigh 
le agrees that it is quite possible, and, indeed, probable, that, besides the Boir Ahmedis, 
the bind contained me of the Mamaseni and other tribes. In any case, he is 
anaxicu to mak the punishment of Mohammed Ali Khan and the surrender of persons 
‘eoneorned in guilt of the attack on Smart the first plan in his programme. When that 
hhas been accomplished, it will be easy to deal with the other offencters, 


“Thave received reliable information to the effect that robbers lost two killed and 
three wounded. 





(54388) No. 405. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No, 649.) 
(Delegraphic.) R. 

MY telegram No, 602 of 20th November. 

Negotiations are proceeding with Salar-ed-Dowleh on the basis of an allowance of 
12,000 tomans, all his undisputed properties confiscated to be returned, titles of the 
ieputed ones ‘o\ be iopartially considered, and the Prince tobe allowed to live so, 
Yu not to have © governonip at prewnt, “He has expresed distisistion at che 
terms offered, 

Russian Government consider the terms fair, and the consul at Astrabad has 
heen instructed to warn Salar that, unless he accepts, influence will be used to detach 
‘Turkomans among whom he is living from his eause, 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 


‘Tehran, December 20, 1912. 
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[54012] No. 406. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


r, Foreign Ofice, Docomber 20, 1912. 
TAM directed by Seerotary Sir Grey tozefer to recent telegraphic correspondence 
with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran arising from the attack on Captain Eoktord. 

Tam to request that Sir E, Grey may be furnished with the views of the Secretary 
of State for India in regard to the several points raised in this correspondence, and, in 
particular, respecting the nature of reparation, pecuniary ot otherwise, to be demanded, 
the proposals made by the Persian Government in regard to the action to be taken, and 
the advisability of preparing a British-Indian expedition to be employed in the event 
of the measures contemplated by the Persian Government failing to lead to the desired 
result, 


Si 


Tam, ke, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(52511) No. 407. 
Foreign Office to Peraian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 20, 1912, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 20th ultimo, respecting the nomination of a 
successor to General Sir T. 8, Gordon on the board of your company, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of your board, that His Majesty's 
Government have decided to nominate Mr. V. A. Cesar Hawkins for the vacancy. 


ke, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Tam, 





(54588) No. 408. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Reccived December 21.) 


‘THE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Vieoroy, dated the 20th December 
1919, regarding the situation in Southern Persia. 


India Office, December 21, 1912. 


Enelosure in No. 408. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Cresce, 


(Telegraphic. P. _ December 20, 1912, 
PLEASE refer to your telegram of the Mth inistant regarding Shiraz. 4 
‘The opinion given by Cox on the proposal for an expedition of Bakhtiaris (seo his 

telegram of the 15th to Tehran which prosumnably was repeated to His Majesty's 

Government) has our entire support. If proposal were ellective, which it almost 

certainly would not be, a state of interiribal war would result, with new complications 

of the situation whereby the restoration of peace and order, difficult enough alroady, 
would be made still more so, and the stato of affairs in Southern Persia would be 
changed for the worse. In any case there are great objections to British officers being 
involved in a war between tribes, objections no less great if they aro on the victorious 
tribe's side than if thoy are with the losers, Whether their side won or lost, the rabble 
would not obey them; and whereas if their side won they would be connected with 
barbarous conduct, if it lost it would desert them to their fate. Of course we can 
raise no objection to employment of Bakhtiaris for endeavour to punish ee guilty 
(1591) 4 
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tribes if the Persian Government selects them for the purpose. But their complete 
failure is to be expected : wo must be ready for it, and for taking action ourselves so 
son as we have detailed information about the guilty parties and the conditions of 
climate permit. Till then we prefer not to give an opinion as to the nature of the 
action which is required of us, 





(64193) No. 409. 
Foreign Office to Persian Railicays Syndicate. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 21, 1912. 

AS T informed you in my letter of the 17th instant, the text of clause 4 of your 
contract with the Persian Government, as submitted by vou in your letter of the 
12th instant, was telegraphed to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, for communication 
to Mr. Wood, provided Sir W, Townley saw’no objection to it 

Tam now directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that a telegram has 
been received from Sir W. ‘Townley suggesting the deletion of the clause providing for 
the appointment of the British Minister at ‘Tehran as arbitrator in the disputes 
between your syndicate and the Persian Government, or the substitution of some 

leaving the choice of an arbitrator open to the negotiators. 
W. ‘Townley's objections to this cl Dased on the same considerations a8 
ir G. Barclay to take exception to it last year, viz., that it might place 
His Majesty’s Minister in an invidious position if he had to act both as advocate and 
judge in stich disputes, zi 
Bir G, Barclay suggested that a solution of this difficulty might be found in 
ifferences which cannot be settled by negotiation, to some foreign 
representative at ‘Tehran whom the tivo parties could select by mutual agreement. 

Sir E, Grey would accordingly be glad to hear from you which of these two 
alternative suggestions—leaving the choice of an arbitrator open to the negotiators, or 
roforring matters in dispute to a forcign representative at Tehran to be agreed upon 
by the two parties—would meet with the approval of the Persian Railways Syndicate. 

Tam, &o. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(54782) ‘0, 410, 


—~ Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 23.) 


No: 10, Confidential.) 


eats or , ; vine hits, November 29, 2018 

reference to. the correspondence ending with Foreign Office telegram 
No. 618, datod the 12th October, to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, I have the honour 
to forward « copy of a despatch which I have addressed to His ‘Majesty's Minister, 
transinitting a copy, with transl ument in which the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah gives to His Majesty’s Government the option of leasing all lands on the 


pret of Khor Musa and its navigable tributaries, and for a distance of 1 mile 
inland. 


Thave, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, de. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 410. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir W. Townley. 
Sir, “ Bushire, November 29, 1912. 
IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my telegram No. 273, dated 
the 27th November, Ihave the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s information, 
4 copy, With translation, of the document which His Majesty’s consul for Arabistan has 
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‘obtained from Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan, in which the latter gives to His Majesty's 
Goverament the option of leasing all Jands in the vicinity of Khor Musa and its 
tributaries, which lands are his “ perpetual property” under a Royal farman of 1903." 
. The document, the terms of which are practically identical with those of the 
draft submitted to the sheikh, seems to fulfil our requirements, and the readiness with 
which the sheikh has granted it, when its bearings were fully explained to him, is a 
satisfactory proof of his amenability to our influence, - 
3.1 have deferred replying to the sheikh pending tho receipt of instructions 
regarding his request referred to. in my above-quoted telegram, that we should 
undertake not 2o allow any British subject to leaso any lands in tho district. in 
question except through him. : 
T have sent a copy of this despatch to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's Foreign and India Offices, 
Thave, &. 
P. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
‘the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Cousul- 
General for Fars, éc. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 410. 
Statement by Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan. 


I, KHAZAL, do hereby declare, as regards Khor Musa and its neighbourhood, in 
the district of Fallahich, which is my property and the habitat of my tribes. In view 
of my friendship with the British Government, I have given and granted to tho 
British Government the right of first refusal to lease all the foreshore of Khor Musa 
or any part thereof and the foreshores of the islands adjacent to it and the navigable 
branches of the said Khor, such as Khor Dowragistan, Khor Abu-Khadhaiar, Khor 
Busi, and Khor Ma‘shur, for a distance of 1 mile inland caleulated from high-water 
mark; that is to say, Lwvill not accept any request for the lease of any part of that 
coast or of the lands adjacent to it without previously referring to the said exalted 
Government, ‘The right of first refusal is thus given to British Government. 

Dated the month of Zilhijjah 1930 (November 1912). 

KHAZAL JABER. 


KHAZAL, 





{54882} No. 411. 
Mr. Shipley to Mr. Parker.—(Received Decomber 23.) 


(Private and Confidential.) 
Dear Parke Constantinople, December 18, 1912. 

T SEND you herewith privately the memorandum I have drawn up on the events 
in Tabriz at the end of last year and beginning of this, ‘The great delay there has been 
in the matter has been dus to the extreme care which I have taken and to the utmost 
effort Ihave made to render the account of these events as accurate and unbiassed as 
has been in my power. ‘The eauses of the rising must to a certain extent be a matter 
of opinion, but it was certainly not preceded by u general disarmament of tho fedais 
by the Russians, while the fact that some forty Armenian revolutionaries left the town 
previously to the outbreak strengthens the belief which I myself hold that it was 
premeditated. ha 

Another fact on which I wish to insist is the utter weakness and disorganisation 
‘of the Persian administration, which rendered the withdrawal of the Russian troops 
impossible, For this the Russians were not to blame, and though in saying this T am 
aware that everybody credited them with the intention of making their stay perinanent, 

19 one could point to any act of theirs which would enable me to report that there 
vere any grounds for this belief: ‘The seoond point i that the rising had nether the 
approval nor the support of the townspeople, nor, I may add, that of the Central 

overnient, which Kept sending off telegram after telegram telling the revolutionaries 
to desist. ‘The townspeople were, in fact, sick of anarchy and were thankful for 


* Vide Residency despatch No, 60, dated tho 16th July, 1910, to Ilis Majesty's Legation, 
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i that no enquiry could be held, and failing Shuja-ed-Dowleh's presence, there 

io other alternative for the town but a return to the period of anarchy or the 
ration by the Russians, 

‘There is one other point on which I have to touch, viz., that I did not send 

telegraphic reports of the later executions. With regard to this T can only hope that 

the great, stress of the period through which I had been passing may be taken into 

consideration, 











Yours sincerely, 
HS. SHIPLEY, 


ielosure in No. 411. 


Memorandum by Mr. Shipley. on the Beents at Tabriz during the months of December 
19 and January 1912, with reference to the Pamplilet compited by Professor 
BG. Browne and published in October 1912, 


(Confidential) 
ON p, 5 of the pamphlet it is stated with reference to the attempt which, 
August 1911 onward iwed-Dowleh had been making to gain command of Tabriz 
the Russian foree outside this latter professed to maintain « sort of neutral 
‘attitude, ‘This statement does not convey an accurate account of the action of the 
Russians. The facts are as follows 
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On Shuja-ed-Dowleh appearing before Tabriz in the month aboy ned it was 
declared by them (the Russians) that while they would remain neutral no fighting 
would bo allowed to take place in Tabriz itself, being as they were responsible for the 
al security of tho town, Tt wus this declaration. to. which the fatter, whatever 
hmogue to Shuje-ed-Dovleh may have been, seruploualy 

le 

It 













adhered nion, was one of the main causes that no attempt was mad 
ng the four mouths oF so le was investing 

is, indoed, to this noutrality of the Russians that Tattribute, as did others, the fact that 
the town was so lony able to hold its ows If, notwithsta me four 
months thus gained for-the nationalist cause as against the 
from Tehran appeared before ‘Tabriz, or any attempt was made by the 
roriiont Lo drive Shijsd-Dovrlelt away, this gould not belasatibed to any load 
impediment by the Russians, 
‘On the sime page of the pamphlet the furth 

tho Russians had determined to disarm the 





by hin to enter Tabriz by fores du 



























statement is made to the effect that 
is, and h 
measure o! 










have 
hand, Moreover, though the subsequent 





‘ents rendered an official enquiry impossible, 
sich independent information as I could obtain left me no room for doubt but that the 
first shot on the morning following the aflray between the police and the patrol on the 
sight of tho 20th Deeentber was Tred by the fais, the Russians being everywhere on 
the defensive, 

‘The alfeay above referred to certainly formed the starting point of the figlting 
which ensued, But it cannot be too strongly emphasised that this affray was an 
isolated incident the responsibility for which was admittedly doubtful, while the 
























suddenness of the outbreak next ng taking, as it did, the town completely by 
‘surprise, and leaving no poss tiry or intervention of any kind, allrds very 


strong grounds for the presumption that the fedais had determined to force matters to 
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a crisis, Tt is further to be noted that from the beginning the affair was one solely 
detween the fedais and certain of the police on the one hand, and the Russian troops on 
the other, and that it was one from which the general Persian population, so far from 
assisting the former or looking upon it as a struggle for theic libartion agains fore 
oppression, not only held completely aloof from first to last, but on the suppression of 
the rising, denounced the whereabouts of the fugitive fedais, and gave every assistance 
in the subsequent search for arms. ‘The causes of the onthreak are in my opinion more 
remote, and are, as I believe, to be sought for in the undue influence which these fedaia 
together with the police had been gradually allowed to usurp owing to the weakness of 
the Persian administration, and it was this undue influence which constituted « source 
not only of intrigue and perpetual unrest in the town, but of constant friction with 
the Russians. It will be recollected that-us far back as February 1910, the continued 
presence in Tabriz of the leaders of these fedais, Sattar and Baghar Khans, was felt to 
be incompatible with good government in the town, and thigh the two latter were 
eventually and with no sinall difficulty got rid of; the great majority of their followers 
J. ‘The obvious policy of the Persian Goverament sliould then have been to 
profit by the opportunity afforded by the disappearance of Sattar and Baghar to oflect 
4 disurinament of these men, and to form a sinall independent military force on whose 
implicit obedience reliance could be placed, and which could be tristed to suppress 
disturbance impartially and without reference to outside considerations, No such force, 
however, was ever ereated by the Persian authorities nor were any steps taken to 
disarm the fedais, the expedient resorted to instead being the enrolment of some few 
of the later in the police, But the police foro its the members of which wero 
nover free from accusations of levying blackmail, and of perpetrating some of the worst 
abuses of the old régime, especially against those suspected of entertaining royalist 
ewnings, was from the first an object of mistrust to the population, and served to 
rvase rather than otherwise the prevailing feeling of insecurity and possibility of 
disturbance from the fear of which the inhabitants were never wholly free, Tt was, in 
fact, tho inability of the Persian Government to guarantee order in the town which 
the withdrawal of the Russian troops, the opinion being expressed to mo 
iore than one occasion by my French colleague, M. Nicolas, that it was the 
ie of these troops alone which kept the town from becoming the scene of the 
t disorder, nor was it ever suggested to me by any of the European residents that, 
the time had come when they could be withdrawn with safety. 

IFT have dwelt somewhat on this aspect of the matter it is becaus there ean be no 
Goubé that the position of these troops wis anomalous, and that their withdewwa, had 
this beon possible, would have been desirable, Their presence was unavoidably. not 
without embarrassment to the local authorities in the relations of the latter with the 
population, and was further a source of suspicion to the Persians as to the ultimate 
intentions of Russia which the return of the ex-Shah in the summer of 1911 did nothing 

3. But, whatever may havo been the grounds on which the Porians bas thea 
suspicions, no act, locally at least, of the Russians was pointed out to me in justification 
of them,’ As fit as my own observation went, nothing way done by tho labter to 
Inder the Persian autliorities from dispensing with the necessity of the presence of 
thase troops, viz, by the processof forming a military foreo of thet own such as T have 
above referred to, or from otherwise creating an ellicient public service had any serious 
Attempt been made by them to do go. Unfortunately, the effet of a state of allicn 
sich as I have described inevitably tended to create a feeling of hostility and 
antagonism towards the Russians on the part of these police and. fedais—(anong which 
latter it must be remembered were a number of desperate anti-Russian revolutionaries 
froin the Caucasus)—if for no other reason than that the presence of the former acted 
‘sa check upon their own proceedings, ‘That some such check was very needed will be 
Aenied by uo one acquainted with the methods of Persian police ifleft to themselves, 
But, though the Russians may not always have been in the right or their methods 
invariably conciliatory, it should be poinited out that the exereiso by the latter of this 
Shek, as alao the measures taken. by thein forthe general security of the town, such as 
the very necessary precaution of placing patrols when disturbances were apprehended, 
Were in the main imposed upon them by the necessities of the pustion, and sbave all by 
the weakness of the Persian administration. 

During the period of the Governor-Generalship of Mukbbir-es-Sultanch satters, 
owing to the personal influence of the latter, were prevented from reaching an acute 
ise aud it ts possible that, had he remained, an outbreak might have been avoided, 
{i; spurt from the police and fedais T could see no signs of hostility to the Russians on 

ee of a general population, towards whom the conduct of the soldiers composing 
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‘tho Russian foree had been uniformly good: 
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nd fedais and their leaders, certain of whom were in 
en act, numbering it must be remembered some 250,000 
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f November and the early part 
ravest disorder might not break 
during which the only 
oops, and it was admitted, even 
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to the mimber of sbout fit, which took place ab interal during the month of 
Tamuaty of this year, were carried ont by hanging, the bodies being left exposed to 
ihe public asin the caso of the Sikat-el-Islam and his fellow prisoners, the circumstances 
Mtiending the execution of whom were reported by me at the time, I should stato 
that, ae the proceedings before the court'martial were not assisted at by mo, it is 
possible to ofer any critics as to the justice of the sentences passed Dy it on the 
eins executed by its orders, and this applies especially to those who were accused 
Pripeing the instigators as distinguished from thoao who took. part in the Sighting. 
Some, however, were beloved to have suffered unjustly, and the later exeoutions 
crated a reaction of feeling against the Russians among the Buropean residents who 
Gounidered that exeessive and in certain eases undue severity was being shown, while 
Tnetliod of execution ond the exposure of the dead bodies in publio places, as in 
Case of the Sikat-cl-Tslam, were rerented by them and caused them to overlook 
fomewhat the oxtremo and. uajustiGable provocation given to the Russians by the 
evalutionaries. My own efforts I need scarcely” say were uniformly exerted with my 
Russian colleague on behalf of merey being shown where possible, and in tho aso 
af the Armenian Bedros T suecgoded in obtaining delay of three days to allow of 
So appeal being made by bis friends on his behalf to Sk Petersburgh. As regards 
Pers T can ouly repeat. the statement made to me by my Russian colleague, that the 
enidence against him was too overwhelmingly strong to allow tho verdict of the court. 
to be sobaside. 
With regard to the entry into Tabriz-of Shyja-ed-Dowleh, and his taking over the 
de facto governorship, at the beginning of January of this year this was dono rather 
Siti aay essext than ithiay, anarordlanal ier ollominelaoeen M/C Mick auc ral 
Teportal) towards the ondlot Novanbec/or egianiigio# Deconben iL they i) eamme 
{hos or four wecks before th rising took placo, that the great, majority of merchants 
7 to nooopt th aapaintnant of Skujeced-Dowlah and added that, provided 
appointment could bo made with the consent of ‘tho Central Government at 
vhrany it seemed to offer a solution of the diffeuity. ‘The state of th town was 
indeed desperate at the date mentioned—all (do with the surrounding country havin 
ieeratbppocts cantata (uteuer seitetaiipacted only ovat ecau ey SOUSRa ae 
Dowleh,. "The population, in fuct, had already taken the matter into ita own hauds by 
catering into negotiations with te latter for hia entry into the town, the negotiations, 
Howovor, always breaking down on the question of the umber of followers to. be 
allowed to accompany ith, The character borne by Shuja-ed-Dowleh at ‘Tabriz, and as 
fiven to me by those wh i, wan that, though eruel fo his enemica, he had 
hoon kirown to tolorate pillago or disorder, Tt was further remembered to his 
credit that, during the troublous times of the frst siege of Twbniz by the royalist forees, 
fe had, though ho was himeelfon the sido of the litter, pormilted: no oxoowes on tho 
part of his roope, A strong. man yas needed, and (twas felt by his Tabrialis, and 
Frequently pointed out to mo by thoge well acquatitod with tho situation, that it was 
jv-ed:Dowleh alone who could full the condition not only of maintaining, order in 
ing the security of the trade routes in the vicinity. of 
of his only on, se, that om, Dl controled by he, Ruins aa 
ed open. At the suppression of the rising, towanls the ed of December, oven 
nes of Perwian authority consed) Zinsed-Dowleb, tho last nominal represen 
tative of the: Government, having, before tho Gghting was over, taken rufugo in my 
consulate, stating that no ons would obey his orders, and’ that he hud no foreo: whut 
ver on which hy could rely. Undor these circumstances, if the ordinary Dusinoas of 
the town was to be resumed, there was imperative need of someone able both to carry 
nthe Gevernmnautcand tosln bis Grdoia xenpboted IT saxeutod| raid ta) ths 
proposition of my Russian colleague, that this task ahould’ bo entrusted to Bhuj 
Doml, twas becnse no ono else was available and because te only other alter 
via, that the Russians shoul themselves adn 
this vere temporary ou 
vetted by Shujcod-Dovlel, the extionl crenata whih th tn hon 
was did not allow of a full enquisy by ano, but on my recsiving the reports of them 1 
wert/to my, Ruslan’ colleayus and. strongly’ urged upon him that, those) barlinroud 
rethods must be puta stop to, ‘The ropresshtatious which tho latter inado to Shuji: 
el-Dovilch wero tn eo far effective as'to the beat of my recollection there, wii “no 
Yepetition of them during the remainder of my own etay in Tabriz. lasting until 
the 8th February of this year 
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to be open to graye objection, With reloreneo to the cruelties 











H, 8, SHIPLEY, 





wtantinople, December 11, 1912. 
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Appendix. 


AGray between Russian Patrol and Police at Tabriz on the night of December 20, 1912. 


$0 far as I could gather, both from Russian and Persian sourees, it would appear 
that on the night in question a Russian patrol was sent out between 6 and 7 pat. to 
re-establish tale hone communication between the Russian camp and other Russian 
stations. In order to carry out this work, however, it was necessary at one point to 
‘ascend the roof of a Persian police-station. On permission being refused by the police 
in charge information of this fact was sent by the patrol to the Russian consulate- 
eral, Application for the necessary permission was thereupon made by the latter to 
the karguar, who dispatched a messenger to the police-station in question with orders 
to allow the work to be carried out without further hindrance. Unfortunately, in the 
interyal which elapsed between the dispatch of the aforesaid messenger and his arrival 
at his destination a quarrel had broken out between the patrol and the police, in which 
two of the latter were killed. The fact that authorisation was sent by the karguzar for 
the carrying out of the work at the police-station was, [ was informed by my dragoman, 
communicated to him by the messenger himself; but beyond the statement by the 
patrol that one of their number was attacked from behind, but by whom they could not 
say, it being dark, and that they then fired in self-defence, there is no evidence to show 
how the quarrel originated, Ail possibility of official enquiry into the matter being 
precluded by the fighting which broke out next day, and by the developments of the 

situation at Tabriz to which this fighting gave rise. 

Hy, S. SHIPLEY. 
Constantinople, December 11, 1912, 





[55033] No. 412. 


me Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received December 23.) 
(0. (650. 
(Telegraphie.) Tehran, December 23, 1912, 

FOLLOWING from consular officer at Bushire, No. 294 of 15th December 

“ Your telegram No. 59¢. 

‘Tn any case, owing to wintry condition and altitude of tract of country inyolved, 
no immediate punitive measures are possible, cither by Persian Government or 
ourselves. 

According to ‘am communicated by consul at Shiraz this morning, it is quite 
uncertain that the was composed of Boir Ahmedi. Information rather 
invi or Mamasani tribesmen, and, as such, under the 

jonsible for attack on Smart. 

into 


| 
suhiactionsvould 


pon Boir Abmedi, 
first, 


We have 

s-d-vis of tribes of Luristan following on 

Attack on Douglas and Lorimer in 1904, in which instance our action, associated with 

abortive Persian measures, had a worse effect amongst tribesmen than if we had held 
aloof altogether. It would be the same in this case. 

“My view would be that we should make our preparations to do what is necessary 

on the road in the spring, and not contemplate participation in any operations at: & 





[64193] 


ie 1134.) 


‘Telographio) Te 
POUT tegeam 


Tnatead of *U 


No, 412°, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Foreign Ofice, December 23, 1912. 


the British Minister at Tehran 


No, 647 of the 19th December; Mobs 


insert wo! 


ammerah Railway, 
rds a reliable arbitrator.” 
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distance from it, Once we were effectively installed at Kazerun the hands of the 
Governor-General would be greatly strengthened for organising a Persian expedition to 
punish offending tribe, whichever it may be proved to be. Moreover, onco it was 
known that we definitely intended to ceepy road in strength, Iam confident that we 
could command co-operation of the Kashgai leaders—passive, perhaps, at frst, but active 
as soon as we were installed. 

“TI would venture to say that I regard the Eekford outrage as merely another 
serious item in our road account, and deprecate its being allowed to obscure main 
question of road, solution of which will be in itself by far the best vindication of our 
good name, and the only one politically worth the candle, 

“(Addressed to India; repeated to Minister and Shiraz.) ” 





[54484] No. 413. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 244.) 
Sir, Foreign O fice, Decomber 23, 1912, 

THE Persian Minister called on the 19th December, and informed Sir L, Mallet of 
the measures proposed by the Persian Government for the punishment of the 
Boerahmadis, 

Sir L. Mallotsaid that Thad already received this information from Sir W, Townley, 
and was considering it in communication with the India Office. ‘Tho murder of @ 
British officer in the very country as to the condition of which I had mado such 
repeated representations was naturally viewed by His Majesty's Government in a most 
serious light 

‘The Minister obsorved that tho Persian Government fully realised this, that they 
vere detoninined to make amends, and begged for time within whic to tako action. 

am, &o, 
©, GREY. 





(54350) No. 414, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 245.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1912, 
_ THE Persian Minister called at this Office on the 1th instant, to convey, by 
instruction, the regrots of his Government at the death of Captain Eckford. 
Mr. Norman, who received tho Minister, thanked him for this communication, 
The Minister was charged with a similar message for Captain Eckford’s family, 
whose address he enquired, 
Tam, &¢. 
B, GREY, 





(52795) No. 415, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


28. Confidential.) s 

Foreign Ofice, December 28, 1912. 
TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copies of a despatch from Ths 
esty's Minister at Tehran, and of telegrams exchanged with him,* relative to. tho 
internal administration of Northern 

more especially ards its financial side, 
o transmit a memoranduin based on Sir W. Townley's reporis,t stating the 
facts on the subject as they have come into wy. possession. 

Your Excellency should communicate a copy of this last document to the Russian 
ster for Foreign Affairs for his confidential information, stating that I feel 


+ Nos 280, 316, and 332, 4 Memorandum, 
[1591] 47 
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confident, from my conversations with his Excellency at Ralmoral, that he will 
»my motives in frankly communicating them to him, and that he 1s quite 
of the proceedings of his subordinates. é ie 

‘Your Excellency should be carcful in discussing the question to avoid giving 

fonof any reagon {0 suspect that the facts im question were supplied to the 
Persian treasurer-general by agents. ‘ ‘ 

Tam, moreover, convinced that his Excellency will take as serious a view of the 
situation ereated by their action as I myself, and that he. will see that co-operation 
Dotwoon the two Governments in the task of strengthening and consolidating the 
Government of Persia cannot possibly be productive of good effect unless Russian 

‘ceive the most categorical instructions to assist, and not {o hinder, the local 
iuministration andthe collection of revenue, ‘The information given to us by 
M. Mornard, who cannot be accused of partiality, is the most disquieting which I 
have received for many months past, and you should not allow his Excellency to remain 
tinder any illusion as to the impression’ which it has produced upon His Majesty's 
Government. 7 

‘The following facts have been brought to the notice of His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran by M. Mornard, the treasurer-general, who his, it is believed, also communi- 
cated them to the Russian Minister :— 


It ig stated that at Tabriz the Russian consulate-general controls the adminis- 
tration through Shuja-ed-Dowleh, who has completely usurped the powers of the 
Goveror-Cenoral, Sipahdar-i-Azam. 

TAL Resht the Russian consul acts as if he were governor of the provinces, and 
ction has mado tho collection of revenue impossible, He at first forbade all Russian 

ground that he would collect 

st certain unspecified Russian cl: He did 

not, how nice the number of Russian-protected 

jporvons ii ft. Tnorder 
to chieck th 


oil to carry it out, and on M. 
fo propos should be paid into an account, at 
‘Tohitan to the credit of the Resht consulate instead of that of the Russian Legation, 
Dut, though this modification was accepted, he still took no steps to collect taxes fro 
Tuwssian protégés.. ‘Thus none of the richest people in Gilan now pay any taxes, to 
the great detriment. of the revenues of that provinee, which is one of the fow from 
whieh tho finances of Persia receive some assist The reports respecting the 
Thissinn consul at Astrabad are even more serious. Ho also behaves as if 
governor, purchases or acquires Iand as he lik 
favour of thy ox-Shah stating that his policy 

Complaints Vat Kazvin and Khoi, and even recently as far south as 
Tspahan, of the high-handed action of tho Russian consular offi pecially in 

ing the collection of revenue. 





(54973) No. 416. 


Sir W. Garstin to Foreign Ogice—(Received December 24.) 
(Confidential,) 
8, Bishopsgate, London, December 20, 1912. 

8001 {ernationale d'Etudes duv Chemin de Fer transpersan. 

With reference to my confidential letter of the 9th instant, I beg to inform you 
that M. Bizot and M. Railulovich, the French and Russian delegates of the Société 
A'Titudes, duly visited London last weeks, ‘The presence of these gentlemen enabled 
the British group to discuss the points raised by the Foreign Office in regard to (1) the 
draft of tho proposed letter from the Société d'Etudes to the Persian Minister of 
Foreign Affits, and (2) the agreement between the Russian and British groups. 
‘These documents formed Enclosures (A) and (C) to my letter of the Sth November, 
1912. 

Representations were made to M, Bizot and M. Raffalovich in regard to the 
requitemonts of the Foreign Office as to the various points Sir Louis Mallet’s 
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Jetters of the 14th and 23rd November, as well as in the various unofficial conversations 
since held at the Foreign Office. 

Complete agreement was expressed in principle by M, Bizot and Raffulovich to the 
wishes of the Foreign Office, and in collaboration with these gentlemen the texts of 
the two above-mentioned documents have been amplified accordingly. 

~_Tnow have the honour to enclose herewith copies of the revised drafts which the 
British group trust may commend themselves to His Majesty's Government, 
Thave, de, 
W. E. GARSTIN, 


Enclosure A in No. 416. 


Draft of Letter to Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


M. le Ministre, 
VA Sociéts internationale d'Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, qui s'est erééo 
avee le concours des principaux établissements financiers frangais et russes ct. aveo 
une des plus grandes maisons de Londres et de ses co-participants, a notifié sa 
Saliba ais ccolaie MI IbyiUrieies 5 Pige wecsian Cute ene 
avernement, 
‘ponse transmiso par eon Exeellonee Samad Khan Montazos Sultanch, 
ner un favorable accueil de la part du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté 
iresse done en toute confiance d votre Execllenee pour obtenir 
facilités et titres qui lui soront nécessaires afin de mener i bien 
a sea status 
» cette couvre sera le début avantageuse A 'Einpiro de Perso en 
rofit de ses. populations, de son industri, de son commerce, de son sol 
etd stration elle-méme les ressources de toute nature que Tabsence de 
grunies voies de communication Taisse aujourd’hui inu 
A cet effet, nous prions votre Excellence de nous faire accorder :— 


1, Les antorisations ngoossaires pour les études et les travaux préparatoires pour 
feritoir pers, d'un hen at les. fiontidres russe ob 
‘Astara 3 
ion au profit de notre société pour la concession do cette ligne, dans une 
ible de garautir les intéréts engagés, 

Tl serait, Galement nécessaire d'assurer A la société In possibilité do s'entendre 
ultcrieurement aveo le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté lo Schah, sur les embranchenients 
qui, apris dlaboration du tracé, conformé aux études et travaux susmentionnés, 

raiont jue nsables au bon fonctionnement de la ligne projetée, vt, au 
loppetnen jue des régions traversées, Les embranchements pourraiont 
‘ire detinis dine fagon plus précise au fur et. mesure de Vachdvement. des dtudes, 

Tidevrait également dtre assurd A la société, afin do garantir les intéréts du trae 
fatur, que le Gouvernement Impérial naccordera pas sans entento préalable aves 

onoession de port sur un point queleonque de la ligne principale ot des 


Li société confie A une mission spéciale Ie soin de présenter sn requéto au 
ment persan. Sea délégués y ajouteront toutes les explications, complé- 
«utilis et sont ebargés d’étudier avec !Administration Impériale le détail des 
ss qu’énumere somimairement la présente pétition, 

s prions le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schah de vouloir bien accueillir nos 
igus aves bienailanes et do leur seaorder toute eranee quand ils paleront a nom 
do la Société d'Etudes, 


Enclosure B in No, 416, 


Terms of Agreement, 


AYANTT pris en considération Paccord survenu entre les Gouvernements britannique 
or Yoption 4 demander par la Société d’Itudes au Gouvernemont 

Persau pour Ia ligne projetée, les groupes s'engagent :— 

YueatiyA cess toute activité de Ia socidté sur terttoire persan soit subordonnée 

‘iccord du Gouvernement russe ou anglais respectivement, 
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neo qui concerne en particulier les embranchements et les ports qui seraient 
ings indietsables au bon fonctionnioment de la ligne Iviocipale arises séulats 
Hes dtudes, les groupes s'engagent \ soumettre au préalable tous ses projets & T'appro- 

ement intéresss. : : 

{questions relatives au contrOlo, 4 Ia construction et & Yadministration 
des Tigno pring dos au branaiments ods ports, sient également 
‘soumises A approbation du Gouver réressé i Se 

Boeri vesatonn dans Tengagement qui précbde ne soit susoeptible d'ttre 
interpr » admottant limposition de tarifs préférentiels dans les zones respectives 
ou justiGiant Vupplication de toute mesure d'inggalité de traitement 2 Tégard des facilites 
de transport sur les lignes eoneédées en Perso 8 la Société d'Etudes. 






bation du Gonver: 






























(55041) No. 417. 





‘Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdiward Grey.—(Recetved December 24.) 








aphic.) Re Teleran, December 24, 1912. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz, No. 216, 23rd 





Punitive measures proposed against robbers. 
Dratihegt tated 22k withsforeo of about 100 Sarbazos. He will prooved to 
force there, as already reported, ‘The deputy governor 
‘ine tis morning that his latest information leads him to think that, although 
originally baud of robbers consisted of Boir Ahmedis, they were reinforoed by 
Mamusonnis atthe instigation of Mohammed Ali Khan. "This exactly bears out the 
information which I have received from independent sources, Operations now proposed 
‘against Mohammed Ali Khan should therefore attain dual object of securing the 
surrender of persons implicated in attack on Smart and of punishing some, at any rate, 
of tho perpetrators of the latest outrage, 


[cannot anticipate much result from measures being undertaken. 
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[54237] No. 420. 


Foreign Ofce to India Office. 
(Confdential.) 
Sir Foreign Ofice, Desomber 24, 1912, 

AS you are aware from copies of correspondence forwarded to your department on 
the subject of tho Trans-Persian railway, the promoters of that scheme are desirous 
that His Majesty’s Government should now abandon their attitude of reserve which 
had been stipulated for pending receipt of the report of the Société d'Etudes, and that 
they should forthwith agree to support an application to the Persian Government for 
‘a concession of an extensi 

Sir E. Grey is not yet in possession of the modified proposals which, he is given 
to understand, are about to be communicated by the Société d’Ftudes, but he considers 
that the whole question should be fully examined in its commercial, political, and 
strategical aspects at the earliest possible date by the Committee of Imperial Defence, 
‘and he would be glad to learn whether the Marqtiess of Crewe agrees with this view, 

A copy of a memorandum, dated the 19th December, by the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff, has already been transmitted to your department, and I am to refor 

to the last paragraph of section 3, Sir B, Grey considers that, if tho 
of Crewe concurs, this subject—our military and naval position at the 
entrance to the Persian Guli—might at the same time be proposed for examination by 
the Committee of Lmperial Defence, 

With roferonce to this subject I am to suggest that, should the present efforts of the 
Persian Government to punish the tribes concerned in the murder of Captain Hekford 
and to re-establish order in South Porsia provo fruitless, tho best way of seourin 
redress equivalent to the loss of British prestige in Fars might be not by tho dis ate 
of a punitive expedition but by tho occupation of Bunder Abbas until order is 
re-established, should climatic conditions admit of such a measure. 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE! 









































No. 418. 
Bavoard Grey.—(Reeeived December 24.) 


(55079) 





Sir W, Townley (o 
No, 652.) 
(ios R. 
BARS fin 
_ Deputy governc 


Tehran, December 24, 1912. 












as asked British consul whether exponses incurred on account of 
nitive measnres boing prepared cannot be defrayed out of the 15,0001. advanced! by. 
Tis Majesty's Governn Consul has roplied: that money was especially advanced 
for administration, and that he deprecated its use for special purposes, and suggests 
that Porsinn Government be pressed to provide necessary funds from which money 

could be drawn, 
‘As the ‘Treasury is completely empty, it would be very hard to get any money for 
rose from Central Governinent, Suggestion to do so would certainly call forth 
pose a rofl 


































(53789) No. 419, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 735.) 
{togmphie) Foreign Office, December 24, 1912. 
YOUR despatch No, 247 of 20th November: Attack on Lieutenant Bullock, 
Tapprove your action and that of His Majesty's consul-general at. Ispahan, 
You should present additional claim as in ease of Mr. Smart. What sum do you 
eonsidder would be adequate? 
































(54193) No. 421, 


Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Sir, Foreign Osico, Decomber 24, 1912, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 21st instant, respecting the amendment of 
clause 4 of your syndicate's contract with the Persian Government, T am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that, in consequence of Mr. Greenway's assent, 
given to Mr. Parker at the Forvign Offico on the 20th December, Hlis Majesty's Minister 
at Tohran has been instructed by telegraph to substitute the words “a relinblo 
arbitrator” for the words “the British Minister at Tehran” in the toxt of the clause 
in question, 











Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET 





(55080) No. 422. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Kdward Grey —(Recoived Decembor 








(No. 653.) 
(Telegraphio) R. Tehran, December 25, 1912, 
‘OLLOWING received from Tabriz, dated yesterday :— 


“In a communication I received to-day from Sipahdar the latter informs mo that 
all classes in Tabriz have been holding meetings lately to express their dissatisfaction 
With the present Cabinet and Bakhtiari political activity. Populace, he added, are 
prepared to. disregard Government in office, but they would prefer change of Govern= 
Ret with Saad atthe head, Sipahdar concluded that above coineided with his own 

pinion, 

“I believe that my Russian colleague received a similar letter. 

Whatever meetings there may have been have almost all certainly been organised 


[i591] iG 
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by Sipahdar and Shuja. Except amongst their followers there is no feeling here for 
Saad. 











“SP Jearn from. good source that Sipahdar has received a telegram from Saad 
advising a policy of combined action. Imm ‘ly after the receipt of thi ig 





tas hold in Sipahdar’s house, attended by Shuja and other reactionaries and so-called 
representatives of all classes, 

“Result was a resolution of unity in supporting Saad, and I understand telegram 
was sent to Tehran on 17th December to representative for Azerbaijan. It is 
evident that the presence of Saad in the country is being used here as a pretext for 
oactionary intrigues.” 














(55081) No. 423. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadward Grey—(Received December 25.) 

(No, 654.) 

(Miegraphic.) Tehran, December 25, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 736 of 24th December. ; F 
Want of money may force Government to sign railway concessions any day, but in 

Pest politieal uncertainty, duo to. Regent 





igent’s refusal to answer telegrams, it is very 
‘ard to get anyone to take decided action. 7 

‘There aro too many queries attaching to contract and no answers fortheoming for 
it to bo probable to get that signed as it stands. Tt seems to me hopeless to expect to 
conclude negotiations without a negotiator who is competent to discuss details. 

Tthink that the best course uider the circumstances would be to secure written 
engagement that tho syndicate shall bo allowed to construct railway, leaving conditions 
for litor nogotintion, Persian Government object, with some reason, that, as they are 
to take risk of financial loss, they must be ina position to understand details more 
fully. 





















|55082) No. 424, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No, 655.) 





Tehyan, December 
ter’s house yesterday after- 





(elographic,) 

DISGRACERUL ‘scene occurred at the Prin 
noon, ‘freasurergeneral was made the object of a menacing Bakhtiari demonstration 
count of non-payment of arrears of inister and 
Minister of War were cognisaut of what was to happen, and former summoned 
M Mornard ois house by telephone, 

Tho two legations have made an energetic remonstrance to the Prime Minister, 
who lias promised suitable reparation. 

Attitude of Bakbtiatis may lead to further disturbances, and I am somewhat 
apprehensive of a possible collision with gends 

T propose to represent to khans that they will be held responsible for any disorders 
crated by thelr unruly followers, and that they will risk forfeiting good-will. of 
‘His Majesty's Government, 

‘A prompt cold douche will probably bri 





























thom to their senses. 








No. 425. 


(55262) 


Sir W, Lowntey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 27.) 





(No. 258:) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, December 16, 1912. 
WITH reference to the recent telegraphic correspondence that bas passed upon the 
ot of the deplorable incident which occurred near Dashtarjin, on the Shiraz—Bushire 
1 the Lith instant, I have the honour to transinit copies of certain correspondence 
{0 which allusion has been made in the above-mentioned exchange of telegrams, but which 
it seemed to me unnecessary to submit to you telegraphically, 
[received the news of the disastrous encounter which resulted in the death of 
Captain Eokford, about 7 o'clock in the evening of the 11th instant, when Thad just 
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returned from calling upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs on his usual reception day. 
Tat once sent Mr. Sinart to the private residence of Ala-es-Sultaneh to communicate to 
His Highness the news, ‘The Minister was greatly distressed, and requested Mr. Sinatt 
to ask me to convey to you his profound regret at what occurred, He expressed grave 
concern about the impression that the news might create in London, coming as it did 
0 soon on the report of the murder of the Belgian customs official on’ the Tureo-Persian 
frontier, but he expressed confidence in the tried forbearance and proved friendship 
of His Majesty's Government not to resolve upon any action until all the facts of the 
case had been ascertained and the matter fully considered. 

‘The following inorning Ala-es-Sultaneh called upon me in person and expressed, in 
own name and that of the Persian Government, the deep regret at the unfortunate 
Jent which had resulted in the loss of life of a British officer at a moment when the 

had commenced to entertain genuine hopes that a new era of improvement 

was about to dawn in the province of Fars, His Highness assured me that, no effort 

would be spared to trace and punish the criminals guilty of this fresh outrage, and 

ropeated his earnest hope that His Majesty's Government would once more be 

pitiont and give the Persian Government time to carry out the punitive measures 
called for by the ocean 

T thanked the Mis 











hi 





















wr for his expression of regret that he had made in the name 
, and said that I would not fail to convey to you, Sir, what, 
id as to His Majesty's Government giving the Persian Government time to 
uit the necessary punitive measures. I pointed out to His Highnoss that the 
was ai ha serious one that it was impossible for me to foretell what action 
ty's Government would consider it necessary to take, and T reminded him 
that this fresh incident was only one more in a long chain of incidents, some of which 
had not, been reported to the Persian Government, which served to’ show that. the 

horities in Fars are unable to protect the lives and property of foreigners, I added 
1 I was convinced that, even though His Majesty's Governnient might fecl themselven 
constrained to take energetic action on the spot, no effort would be spared to maintain 
tho traditional friendly attitude of the British Government towards that of Persia 
T subsequently addressed a note, of which a copy is enclosed, to the Persian Government, 
reporting on the ad 

Upon the receipt of your telegram No, 726 of the 12th instant T addressed a 
further note (copy enclosed) to the P nd the fillowing «i 
recvived a reply” tram the honour to 
translation). ‘The note n 












































lowe 




















































































nightfall, and that all the mules that had been carrie 
and twelve Boir Ahmedis killed, ‘The colonel of the 
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enarmorie has also roceived information from the commanding officer at Shiraz which 
seni iaem to show that the gendarmes took part in the encounter, since he reports 
Tat the Persian foot soldicrs ran away immediately they heard the firing. Copies of 
Teosived fron Colonel Hjalimarson, forwarding, abstracts of telegrams from 
wert. at Shiraz, are also enclosed. 
I bo seen, that, the Governor-General states decidedly that the robbers were 
Boir Abmedis, and that ho has sent an expedition in pursuit. He also suggests that 
the Governor of Behbehan, « Bakhtiari, should be instructed to operate against the 
tribe on the western side of the mountains. ‘The Assistant Foreign Minister who: 
. the 15th instant, informed me that orders 
iad be F Beibehan and to the Bakhtiari leaders, Sardar Jang: 
iad Mortezs Kuli Khan, who are now at Malanir, to co-operate against the guilty tribe, 
and the Persian Gi that the punitive measures that are being. 
taken will result in the practical annihilation of the Boir Abmedis, who are constant 
source of trouble on thy trade routes between Ispahan, Yezd, 

T expressed great satisfuction that such energetic meast ve ig taken, but 
pointed out that’ the season of the nade it e: difficult for such operations 
tis those doseribed to be t ndded that, in-my opinton, but only the actual 
Gulprita must bo punished, but also the village headmen on the road, who were almost 
‘equally. guilty in that nist have been aware of the presence of such a large 
maraiiling foree in the immediate neighbourhood, and had not given notiey to the local 
authorities. 

T jm reserving my appreciations upon the general situation for a subsequent 
despatch and neod only add that although Tam timmy eonvineed that the Persian 

sincerely desirous of ageording the British Government full, and 
paration for the outraye, they are quite unable to do so. Theoretically 
dU‘movement of Bakbtiaris on the west with the Gov forces. of 
it should suffice, but stich a movement will never be made, ‘The 
Bakltiaris will at onc nand sum of mon 
itary operations, "This money will not be fortheoming, 
host improbable that the Bakhtinris would dare undertake a movement which mi 
ring them into collision with the more powerfull Kashgai tribe, members of which were 
flmat certainly implicated with the Boir Abmedis or other tribes that formed the 
rubber band. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 4 
Sir W. Townley to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


Your Highness, Tehran, December 12, 1912. 
TIKAVE tho great regrot to have to inform the Imperial Government, through 
nid i fon of your Highness, that I have received m telegram from 
"s consul at Shiraz, informing me that a party of twenty-six sowars of 
Gortral India Horse accompanying Major Kettlewell and Captain Eckford, who were 
‘ito Dashtarjin. to shoot, were attacked on the morning of the 11th instant, 
Khanch Zintan and Dashtarjin by « large body of tribesmen estimated at 
1. Captain Bekford was most wnfortunately killed, and oue sowar 
‘wounded, whilst nine mules belouging to regimental baggage were carried off 
yz with the approval of the Governor-General, and was within 
arded by geudarmeri 
Te ix not known at present to what tribe the robbers bolonged, and I have nm 
further details in my possession concerning this deplorable incident. T have communi 
iven above to His Majesty’s Government, and inust call your 
at attention to this fresh outrage on. the important southern trade 
routto, excursion was undertaken with the knowledge 
‘and sanction of the Ge 

Ponding instructions from t urge that the utmost dispatch 
should be used in tracing the miscreants, and i g to justice the authors of 
this dastardly attack upon a party of innocent British travellers, I'am confident that 
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your Highness will realise the full gravity of this most serious incident, and will take 
jmmediate steps to ensure suitable and complete reparation being made. 
Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 425. 
Sir W. Townley to Ala-cs-Sultanch. 


ighness, Tehran, December 13, 1912, 
‘Continuation of the note which I had the honour to address to your Highness 
yesterday upon the subject of the unfortunate incident at Dashtarjin which resulted in 
the death of Captain Eckford, I have now to inform the Imperial Government, in 
Accordance with instructions received from His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, that the news of the deplorable event which occurred on the 
ith instant has been received by His Majesty's Goverament with the gravest concern. 
Tt is not possible for His Majesty's Government to pass over a situation which has been 
created by the murder of a British officer under conditions such as have been reported. 

Ta to stato that the Imperial Government are requested to lose no time in 
sotting forth the nature of the reparation they may be able to accord, and I am to add 
that, the severe punishment of the guilty tribe must be included among the other 
coniitions of reparation. 

Should the Persian Government not find themselves able to afford such reparation 
as is considered suitable, it will be incumbent upon His Majesty's Government to 
Gxainine the steps which it may be considered needful for them to take in order to 
themselves obtain reparation. 


Thave, &, 
WALPER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 425, 
Telegram from Mukliber-es-Sultaneh, dated 22nd Ghauss, 1331, 


ALA date du 27 zihadjeh le consulat de Sa Majesté britannique me faisit snvotr 
que doux officers anglais étaient. sur le point dlentréprendre une partie de chasse dang 
Te Dacht-i-Arjan accompagués de vingt cavaliers. En me communiquant oe qui 
Te consulat de Sa Majesté britannique me demandait de prendre les mesures 
res pour faciliter leur voyage, Etant-donné que, depuis lon ty a 
ste ica routes ot que Jos asexvanen Tos traverent chaque jour Texeorsion dee 
ofliciers en question nt tonné et je nfavais aucune raison de m'y opposer. 
Vai adressé les recommandations nécessaires aux cavaliers et aux gendarnies charges 
Ge la garde des routes traverser. Jn outro, fai fait accompagner es officiers anglais 
dle deux cavaliers Hadavand et d'un offcier persan. Les Anglais partirent Jo lundi, 
que Te samedi 100 soldaty du régiment de Malayer, Montasserol-Manalek, 
Mohammad Ali Kha  dartilleriv, et deux autres of i que 10 avtillours 
et le Capitaine Nyst ‘e 80 gendarmes étaient. dgji partis pour Kazeroun, Le 
Capitaine Nystrdm et le Gouverneur de Kazeroun ot 6 In petite caravane, mais 
Tes soldats vt les artilleurs voyageaient par hasard ayee la caravane, Le mereredi, les 
soldats ont pris le devant, [15 nont renconteé personne sur Ia route, Ta earavane 
Entre Khané-Zinan et Dacht-i-Arjan Yavant-ade et les cavaliers do 
Gouvernement marehaient environ un demickilométre devant la caravane, La oaravane, 
les cavaliers indiens et un officier anglais suivaiont Vayaut-garde, Les gendarmes ne 
ersonine, Un oficier anglais, avec un sovrar hiudou, ainsi que 8 gendarmes 
et un cavalier marchaient Want-garde et la cara Ils ren 
‘is et 3 geudarmes furei 
‘gendarmes retournent eb ooux qui venaient en 
nu, qui dura cing heures, On constate que le 
iGpusait 200. Ils taient au 
tant des ger 
arritre est 


eapturé plusieurs betes charg 
(1591) 
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reprennent cos bétes. En somme les brignnds nvont pris que trols charges de marched: 
Hiden, Enfin la nuit vient et les gendarmes ot eavaliers ne se sentont plus 2 mime de 
cretnuer la lutte, Le consulat de Sa Majesté britannique et le colonel alfirment 
fous ces points. Loficier qui a été tué a commis une imprudence en se séparant de 
tout amandes et en s'aventurant trop lon. Cependaut, on ne peut pas méme trop 
Tacousor, ear i n'y avait pas liou de se douter de In séourité de Ia route, Lineident 
‘est hautemont regrettable. Mais ces accidents constituent des événements possibles 
2} prévenir—tout comme un coup dorage. cath 

Qirest-ee que jo pouvais Inire en dehors de ca que jai fait? De quele moyens 
dligposa-je, dana un’ pays de bandits, de brigands et de eannibales? | J'ai fait tout-ce 
iif giniton mon pouvoir do fairo, “Mais le banditinme des tribus est cont Une 
qiistre ellos terrorise ta route d’Abadch & Sarhad, Une autre fait la terreur de la route 
Ge 'Boushire, Je suis en train de rassembler tne armée. Veuillez bien télégraphier a 
Gomomeur.de Behibohan, en lui enjoignant de diriger le force de 200 hommes qu’ 
orotate pour abtaquer Ayuz-Keilkha, contre les Bouer-Ahmedis. Tas Bouer- 
a ivotis font espontielloment partie de Ia eirconseription placée sous la surveillance du 
Gouornour de Bebbehan, de travaille jour et nuit & Yorganisation du pays et & 
Taconatitution d'une force armiée, Je compte sur votre esprit d’équité pour me, rendre 
Hatiee,  Liincident survent est eertainement regrettable, ayant tout pour moi-méme. 
‘Mais tout homme intdgre jugera bien qu'll s’est agi simplement: d'un accident imprév 
Tavsituation actuolle du pays nexclut pas encore ces gortes d'accidents. Un mauvais 
hasard a youlu que Ja fusillade des bandits fot opérée devant la passage méme de 
Hoflicior anglais ot des gondarmes persans. JTespire fermement: qu'un avenir tres 
rroghain me mottre en état de venger Taccident qui nous occupe en’ méme temps que 
Pittontat contre Mr, Smart, Ainsi que j'ai cu Poceasion den parler avee Mr. O'Connor, 
co avest jas fa, premidre fois que ces unessieurs so sont rendus aux. alentours de Chiraz, 
Tio neaicat stélune fois dg Takht-e-Djamehid; une autre fois, A Band-Amir pour 
acheter des peaux de mouitons, et cette partic de chasse a été Ia troisibme. 


a 


Enclosure 4 in No. 425. 


Alo- ultanch to Sir W. Townley. 
(Translation,) 
Your Excellency, December 14, 1912. 
TITAVE received your Exeelleney's two notes, dated the 12th and 18th instant 
respeoting the cident of Captain Bekford, which has caused deep grief to 
the Persian Got Thave the hottour to inform you of the following details of 
the incident received by me 


ww of tho security which has been established in these districts for the last 
is of merchandise to pass in safety, the British officers 
a, with full. 0 fo on a shooting expedition, while 100 soldiers, 
2 officers, 10. artille fguns, accomnp Nystrom and 30 
genda ore went to Kazerun, The soldier sn above mentioned 
seve on the way with a caravan of merchandise, Between Khaneh Zinian and 
Dashtarjin Captain Bekford, accompanied by an Indian sowar, three gendarmes, and 
ihe rifleivan, waves the party and goes alvead towards the caravan of merchandise. 
Suddenly, and most unfortunately, he meets with the attack and fire of the misereants. 
Soldiers from behind and the gendarmes from in front eome to the scene of the incident 
and begin ta ight with the miscreants, who lost twelve men killed. "The caravan, with 
to exception of ow Tul wh h had been carried off by the robbers, was conducted 
by the faree. 


o Persian Government attaches the greatest importance to this incident, and 
are prepare to inake adequate reparttion, the details of which will be communicated 
to your E as soon as possible. 
Tavail, &, 
MOHAMED ALI, ALA-ES-SULTANEH. 
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Enclosure 6 in No, 425, 
Colonel Hjalmarson to Sir W. Townley, 


‘A son Excellence le Ministre d’Angloterre, Téhéran, le 12 déeombre, 191 
___PATVhonneur de remettre 2 votre Excellence la traduction de deux Aépbelies a 
Spe OCs ea ek aera | deux 
hier, 11 décembre, Yuned 2 heures, 'autre AS heures de l'aprés-midi, Malheureusement 
alles ne concordent pas en ce qui conceme le fonetionnoment satisfaisant de la 
gendarmerie, 
En vous exprimant mon grand regret du malhour atrivé, je vous pric, ke, 
H. HJALMARSON, Chef Instructeur de la 
Gendarmerie gouvernementaley 


Enclosure 6 in No. 425. 
Major Siofvert to Colonel Hjalmarson. 


on , f Téhévan, oe U1 décembre, 1912, 
__AU dire des caravanes arrivées ces derniers jours la garde de gendarmerie finctionne 
d'une manidre satisfaisante entre Kazeroun ot’ Chiraz. Les tofingehis nv pergoivent 
pas d'impdts de route : ils collaborent avee Tes gendarmes, Le Gouvereur général a fait 
tin travail mértoire ot il montre beaucoup de prudence, De temps n temps on 
empire do brigands ot de petite combath ont ey lieu au cours desl quelques 
brigands ont ététués; maisil faut étre préts pour des attagues vt des PSE ae 
grands, Le Major Brandel a fait une trds bonne reconnaissance de In route ot il a 
Frésenté vn rapport tbs utile aveo des esquisses, Son promier voyage a dts extréme- 
Inent difficile, “Llexpédition de Nystrdm et Lundberg (pour escorter le Gouverneur 
general de Yazdikhant A Chiruz), pleine de diffcultés ily avait dea conflits avec los 
Shets de village, De cette route aul jai un rapport dstalé ot dos exquises 

Pour traduction conforme : ee 
H, Hyatacansox, Chef Inatruetonr do la 

Gendarmerie gouvernementale. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 495. 
Major Siofvert to Colonel Hjalmaraon, 


e Téhéran, lo 11 décembre, 1912, 
___UN groupe do chasseurs, composé du Major Kettlewell du Capitaine Ik vod 
uingt-quatre etvaiorsindiens, a 6 attagué far quelques centaines de brigands entre 
hané Zenian et Dashtayjin, Eekford tué, un cavalier indien Iégdrement blessé, deux 

gendarmes tués, un tofangehi blessé. Une caravane de trente mulets a été pillée, 
Pour traduction conforme : parva: 

H, Hyatssansow, Chef Instructeur de la 
Gendarmerie gouvernementale, 


Enclosure 8 in No. 425. 


Colonel Hjalmarson to Sir W. Townley. 


A sim Excellence le Ministre d’Angletes 
POUR fare euto.3 mn coma 


Téhéran, lo 15 aéeombre, 1912, 
a eommunication du 12 courant, j'ai Thonneur de vous 
int d'une dépéche du Major Siefvert mur Pattaque des environs 
a Cie as prie de me permettre d'attirer vous bienveillante attention sur co 
Ait quil y a i peu de temps en vérité, que la gendarmerie est, installée sur cette 
ute qu’on ne pout gubreescompter encore que le service y soit bien négl6 et quil sy 
avec ordre, De plus, les difficultés et les intrigues erdées par Gavamol-Mulk et 
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ot y i forces: 
‘autres autorités persanes ont emptché Yengagement dans cette région des 
prévues seulement Pur la proinidre période «organisation : plusd'un tiers de ees forees 
saa Major NorencBrandel est actuellement en route pour Bouchire, dot jl amber 
100 ret ne cortaine partio des nouvelles armes* qui sy trouvent depuis quelque 
pears 5 BAR ry 

Fignfin, aprds quo soront arrives 4 Chiraz les forces que je prépare ici Tehran ft 
dont les tneis quarts sont dgja engagées, jai conviction profonde que de, parel 
dont mnenty ne ae renouvelleront pas ur les routes ott In gendarmerie sere installés. 

Tn vous renouvelant tous mes regrets pour cet événement doulourpux, je vous 
Paes H. HJALMARSON, Chef Instructeur de la 

Gendarmerie goucernementale. 


————— 


Enelosure 9 in No. 


Major reert to Colonel Hjalmarson. a 
Major re ie Gas 
CAPITAINE Lundborgt revonu eseortant de grandes caravanes. D'aprés. son 
rapport, los taharvadars svosent pas dire qui étaient Ios brigandss mais les fourrenu dos 
pistolets qui ont dt pris sont Tee fourreaux tures ot dautre part on a entendu les 
raves danler Lure.” Un Kachgouli aves ses hommes 9 teouvant Ia nuit @avant here 
soy accharin se rendirent & cheval nu matin & Ardekan, d'aprés.ee que Yon rapporte, 
Gt ils revinront Yaprisanidi disant quills ayaient entendu parler d'atiaque, La 
Terinerio avait inatallé des postes aur les odtés de la oute. Au dite des Anglais, 
realarmen ge aont conduits excellomment. Les eavalions indions sur les eollines n ont 
anton plus apery les brigands avant Vattaque, Cing gendarmes Dlessée dout deus 
Wrtvunnt., Des gendarmes ct des tofangehis oecupaisnt quelques hauteurs, os ti 
Peeve Kouationy main par erreur les Indiens aussi tirbrent: eur eux. | Cent ooldats 
vrraans étaient aussl présents, mais ils prirent immédiatement Ia fuite. | A. son retour, 
Pe Canttaine Lundberg vit dos patrouilles de gendarmes sur toutes les collines dominant 
a SIEFVERT, 
Pour traduction conforme : 
H, Hyatatansos, Chof Instructour de la 
indarmerie goucernomentale. 





(65263) No, 426. 
Siv W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 27.) 


‘Tehran, December 16, 1912. 
neo to my immediately preceding despatch of to-day's date upon the 
S reoeut occurrence in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, [have the honour to 
Thotewvith, paraphrases of to telegrams which T. haye received from His 
Njaty's rexideut and. consul-general at Bushite, and of owe from His Majetty’s consul 
A Slits dealing mon’ especially with the ‘general sitiation than thes 
incident if their views as to the nature of the action that should 


js first. telogeam reviews the present state of the southern trade 
router in no very glowing colours, but I must own that but slight justification exists for 
Topteting them in less sombre hues. ‘The only route about which he finds something 
Fudutively good to say is that fom Mohammerah to Khoremabad, and that woul 
Probably prove the worst-of all were the trac on it of sulliciont value and importance 
vO theeupidity of the Far tribes who are accepted in Tehran as being more out 
tteoattel than any of the iany lawless peoples in Persia, ‘There liad been some reason 
to hope for real improvement on. the Tspahan-Abwaz road until the recent attack whos 
Kieutnant Bullock gave the lie to our expectations. This might have been classed as 
sreittoward accident had not Sir B. Cox ascertained from Captain Grey, His Majesty's 


* 1,500 2 mitraillouses, et 100,000 eartouchies, le tout neuf. 
Le eapitaine avait ste envoye & [a pourssite de Ia tande. 
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vvice-consul at Ahwaz, that he has smnall hope of the arrangement recently made with 
The Bakhtiari khans bearing good fruit. ‘This expression of opinion, Ishouild add, does 
hot tally with the eulogistic report of the able manner in which Sardar Jang had set 
Rout the administration of the road which the same officer supplied to. me, and 
Shich T had the honour to communieste to you in my despatch No, 156 of the 
6th August. 

Te is just possible that with time and money, if available, Amir Mufalshamn may 
do sowething to restore a measure of order on the Bunder Abbas-Kerman road, but 
the recont unfortunate incident that is occupying our immediate attention has served 
to emphasise the fict that therein not much chance of safety for goods and travellers 
being establ Bushire-Shiraz road—unless 

pected from the 


ander reference 

roblers, and cannibals. ‘The colonel of the gendarmerie expresses confidence that the 
force formed here to operate later on at Shiraz will be able to restore orden, 
but that foree is only half formed at the present moment, and already. the financial 
demands on the Treasury on behalf of the gendarmerie are so great: that M, Mornard is 
quite sable to meet them from a chest that is practically empty, 

Sir P. Cox's second telegram is one that he has sent. to India in answer toa request 
for an expression of his opinion upon a suggestion made to the Secretary of State for 
Unda by you, Sit that an ‘expedition of Bakhtiaris should be fitted out, if necessary 
under British officers, to punish the guilty tribe, I agreo with every word that 

P. Cox says, I am sure that the Bakhtiari, who have proved themselves equal to 
defeating wretched material in the north, would not be capable of competing with such 
‘8 powerful tribe as the Kashgai, which would almost certainly be found on the side of 
the Boir Ahmadi, or whoever the guilty people may be, were an effort made to use the 
Bakhtiari for punitive purposes in a part of the country where they have no right, and 
duiitst tribes who ate already bitterly jealous of the political supremagy they, have 
Acquired at Tehran, Such a movement would set tribe against tribe with, in: my opinion, 
disastrous results 

Major O'Conn few of the situation is an able and carefully thought out 
document, but I think he somewhat misses the points at issue in a laudable attempt to 
show that the situation affords some hopes of improvement, if handled in a spe 
manner, I concur with Sir P, Cox's admonition that no effort must be spared to dispel 
a belief that any measures which His Majesty's Government may judge fit to take are 
dus to the special incident that resulted inthe death of Captain Wokfoed. Major 
O'Connor shows that since the attack on Mr, Smart numerous incidents have occurred, 
each one of which would have been as serious as the recent one had death unfortunately. 
resulted. His remedy is a still closer control of the finances of the provines by an 

lish financial agent, and the creation of a military force under foreign officers, and 

timself looks upon such arrangements in the nature of forlorn hopes, 

Tthinlehe somewhat misunderstands Mukhber-es-Sultaneh in thinking that he would 
saliit to cose funnel contol underan English financial agent, His Bxcalleney now 
professes distrust of the Belgians, because the financial agent happens to be of that 
nationality, but when M. Leooffre was proposed Mukhber-es-Sultaneh declared that he 
would not fake up the appointment at Governor-General if he were sent, Moreover, to 
introduce an Englishman ignorant of Belgian methods into M. Mornard’s administration 
would be tantamount to taking over the financial administration of Fars, which would 
not be compatible with the existing arrangement, which has reesived the sanetion of the 
British and Russian Governments. 

To establish a military force under foreign officers would be to set up something 
that would be at variance with the gendarmerie. If the officers were Swedes there 
‘would be no difference from the existing gendarmerie foree, but it would still snean tyro 
nilitary organisations in one place, If the officers were British, there would be 
undesirable emulation between the officers of different nationalities, and much professional 
Jelousy would inevitably be engendered, 

_ For the reasons that I have endeavoured to explain above, I am decidedly of 
oyinion that the moment has now come when some expedition which would entail the 
nultary oecapation of the valley of Kaserun ‘and the control of the road, such as has 
been sketched by Sir P. Cox, should be seriously taken into consideration. Tain con- 
vinowd that such a step, however distasteful it might appear at first sight to the Persian 


Go ent, would serve to strengthen the Governor-General’ hand in such a manner 
[isi] re 
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‘twat ith the assistance of the 
snablo him to cope with the situation eventually, with the assistance of th 
dena tirocoupation would have to. be of some duration, but Hers is 
itish operFeutry should not be handed back to the Persian 


vay tne that order hag been re-established, and that there is « 
row present to ensure against a relapse, 














yhen any hesitation to uphold 
‘good name throughout Persia, 

Thave, &. 
MAVALITER TOWNLEY. 


‘nally, Tain of opinion that the moment bas come w# 
Britials dignity will seriously endanger our 


SSS 
Enclosure 1 in No. 


Lieutenant-Golonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
Bushire, December 14, 1912. 





DAST: incident, . one : 

I Venture to submit following observations on situation now created 

of mogative security from organised violence, may be expected to ensue on 

the apo ee thas have. now ‘vestered on tho higher altitudes of the southern 

Toad andl thy aoverity of tho winter im these, parts, | We Thao this period, which wil 
Tea dba until th end of February in which to consider the aekon that iS may 


e ee vies to consider in the south: Kerman road (in British 


‘There are five trade row ; na rad (in British 
phere), Bushire-Shiray, Alwwaz-Ispahan, ‘Dieful-Khoremabad routes (in the neutral 


i iti his latter road appears 
weer, and. Kermanshah-Bagdud road. ‘The condition on. this latter a 
rt at eponta to bo as unsatisfactory as posible, and no improvement seems ely 
to take place on it ive 
MTivoughout the greater part of the current year the Kerman row a 
for true oe oe a Ceadera have buen Tod in theis complaints and merchandise 
from to north has replaced» considerable proportion cece Sab 
ee No prospect of any material improvement in the coming Yo 
Abbas sf ig present conditions, and we mut expecta Further stimulus to trade from 
front i ively new ground is 
Wirt regard to the throo roads in the neutral zone, comparatively new. ground’ 
penal by the Luvigtan routo, This route might perhaps be develop ia scone were 
eel pros ad Hiboray financed by ns, but our trade would not benefit materially 


it this year, ay Hitlo hope that wo could exploit this or any other route 
by it this year, and there is little hope : no codex this of ony th 
hin 


Yocusstully, of keep it open permanently, wil n : 
ecdssTly oF outrages on. the Bushire-Shiraz road as will aot as a deterrent 


‘ ne ee ox British officer has recently takeu place on the Bakhtiari road, 


f att OR az, with whom T have discussed the question, does not think. 
odnee Hees Nt Viti Kept open for traffic next spring are at all hopeful 
Kubgilui have up "iil wow refused to oboy Amir Mujabid, and no attempt has been 
mado to punish them, (tae eee 

2 Pee comment on present state of Bushire-Shiraz-Ispahan road 5 
au pea eae ak for tl ees, T vould only state my conviction 
Fea eee Nukibsres-Soltaneh’ nor any , probable, Governor-Generi, nor the 
ffanintmerie as tho Swedish officers conduct it at, present, has any ope, eet, 
Bear eiatanes from ‘us, of abolishing the levy of “‘rahdari” or of restoring ecarity 
ane tami aren though, tho funds are fortheoming. I do not think either, that we 




































































: rs he attacks on our 
niloae naw to any other agency but our own arms to avenge # 0 
fee Reports any ar Affoos and others show that our omission to secure reparation 
trope dd ke fostor the belie? among the Kubgilui and other tribes that they con 
per Hires on British officers and) British subjeeta without fearing’ any, 


Eee while ago one of the most troublesome and influential chiefs on the 


s : for eight years he had seen no effective 
Juire Shiraz road stated to a traveller that for eight years eu 2 
Pact ety, aud that until be did he and his tribesmen would not mend thelr ways 0 
the other hand, ye miy confidently expeet, were we to ‘take action to secure repar 

1 one road, a change for the better on other: routes. 
se esor  Viow of these considerations T would. respectfully urge Governn 














int to consider 
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the pressing need of preparing to take effective measures on the Busbire-Shiraz road at 
the beginning of the spring—such measures to include the occupation of the Kaerun 
valley, a8 proposed last spring. To allow the death of Captain Eokford to pass without 
overt and vigorous local action on our part will be to make the situation, aggravated by 
previous unavenged outrages, reparable only at a much greater cost later ou; while in 
the meanwhile we must resign ourselves to seeing all southern trado routes practically 
closed, British firms withdrawing from the unequal struggle, and British merchandise 
from the south being gradually replaced. by Iussian goods from the north, to. say 
nothing of the serious prejudice which will ensue to our influence and good name 
throughout Southern Persia and the Gulf region, 


(Addressed to Government of India ; repeated to Tehran and Shiraz.) 




















Enelogure 2 in No, 426. 
‘olonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
(ie 204.) 


Welegraphic.) P. Bushire, December 16, 1912, 

FAILING winter conditions and altitude of tract of country in question 
render it impossible either for the Persian Goverument or for ourselves to take any 
immediate punitive measures, 

Telegram of the 15th December from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz shows 
that it is by no means sure that the robber band was composed of Boir Ahmadis, 
Reports rather tond to show that they were Mamaseni or Dashmanziari tribesmen, 
‘These latter are subject to the influence of Mahomed Ali Khan Kashkuli, who was 
responsible for the attack on Mr, Smart and his escort. 

T would submit that there are strong objections to a Bakhtiari expedition into Fars 
as suggested, Such action, even supposing for a moment that the Bakhtiari would be 
Hikely to, do, angthing, would arouse the enmity of the Kashgai both against the 

uf 





Tieutenant- 











Bakhtiari and ourselves. Furthermore, remaining subdivisions of the Kubgilui would 
certainly throw in their lot with the Boir Ahmadi, and the state of the provines would 
only be rendered worse than before. ‘The sceno’of the outrage is, moreover, a spot 
considered as within the region covered by the movements of the Kashgai, Soulet-ed~ 
Dowleh, the new ilkhani, would greatly resent the presonco of Bakhtiari in this re 
T think that, ifaction on the lines suggested is to be taken, it would be more politic 
that it should be done in concert with Soulet-od-Dowleh aud the Kashgai, Soult has 
frequently of late expressed his desire to rehabilitate himself and regain our favour and 
that of the Persian Government. ‘The utility to us of any action of this sort, especially 
if it entails advance of a considerable sum of money which later on will go to burden 
the southern revenues, appears to me to be extremely doubtful, Tn the case of the 
tribes of Luristan, following on the attack of Douglas and Lorimer in 1904, our action, 
coupled with abortive Persian measures, had a worse effect locally than if we had held 
aloof entirely. The same would be the caso here. 

Th these cireuinstances I would urge that we should, be prepared to take action on 
the road in the spring, and not. contemplate participation in any operations in the 
Biezat season, tative ceeupaton of Kaserun by our tompa would greatly feitate 

ukhber-es-Sultanch's task of organising a Persian expedition to punish the offending 
trile whichever it may turn out to be, 1am also confident that when once it became 
known that we had resolved to occupy the road in strength, we could command the 
co-operation, passive at first, perhaps, but active as soon as we were installed at 
Kazerun of the Kashgai headmen, 

Tn conclusion, T would state that I consider the murder of Captain Hekford ax 
merely another item in out road account, It should not, I think, be allowed to over- 
shadow the main consideration of the road problem, the solution of which will, by 
itself, be by far the best vindication of our prestige, and the only ono of political 






































(Addressed Government of India; repeated ‘Tehran and Shiraz.) 





























Enclosi 


Consul O'Connor to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox, 


o.208) a 
(Telegraphic.) = 
gram No. 172, é x a 
HOD ingen 2 to be exacted from tribe responsible for attack o 
‘Major Kottlowell and party. 5 Nee te en 
ioned i No. 202, this attack was not apparently. deliberat 
tne nation wy tela eye y ondnary marauding baat with objec. 
of plunder, to mo, therefore, that this last attack inno way alters the Been rolteal 
i i nf her ersia, and does not necessarily call tor re Tae 
ae ete aa ue wwernment. If His Maj ae Core ene abies 
the a Ot er eonetlves to exact retribution for deliberate and sustained attack on 
30 necessary them ves ro and ia escort esuling in som Toss of life and wounding 
Sr Sons oF for any of the aubsequont attacks maze on their officers, this last tts 
prosonts no features of special atrocity which would necessitate a ehange of py 
Death of Captain Pee ae Goa Biv tte se aa Pee enlace) 
Which, fortunately, does not attach to previons assaults, But merely 
eae ey eh inaght just as well have happened in the case of other officers 
who were attack to time, 
Tam th 


Shiraz, December 16, 1912. 


's Government think it desirable now, 
rally disturbed condition of Southern 
ne oer, cero sno esson why 
tate so, As T understand their policy 
eee ok Ree pe possible, and with this 
ms of the best Persian governor 
supporting him 
Experime! 
nature of forl i Majest to persovere in their 
jolioy 1 know no special 
Oa ena 
attontion to the broad fhots of the ease 
notorious that the whole of tis part of Pots 
ime been ina state of anarchy, which tends to ine r h 
SO rte wal cane mua pine theaters and 
rnent are actually finanoing the G and are 
‘e control of t y which they bave lent him, Tn. 
to mo clear that His Maj ment hav 


iment, without be ing obliged i. 
ne prepared to face th essity of 
yt that whi o 1 refer 
f the military force which, as I have already: 
oposes to raise. 
rit No. 198, 1 am of opinion method proposed by 
,0001. lent to the Persian Gover 
‘Consul's control over expenditure on: 
of Fars administration can only be nominal. 
sve have no security 
an really control 
of character and past record 
‘dT have already reported to you 
Belgians. , 
he possibility: ere raising an adequate military 
force, U) 1 think tho whole problem depends, for without force he is 
Holples. 5 the money, @ force, and a good fore 

1 do ot elie this «an be done, by, Persians ont Gorernee Gay 

i loubts on the subject, for'in replying to my question as to qua 
Taki tt ae eae Tee ne uglie oh ib ccessary to ask for one of the 

1 or British officers here to supervise the new organisation. 
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My opinion therefore is this, that in order to pievent 15,0001, and other 

nes from being wasted, and in’ order to organise suitable native force to restore 

er in Fars, we must utilise the services of at least, two Englishmen, one as treasury 

agent, to act as superintendent and controller of provincial finances, and the other as 
inspecting officer of local forces. 

Itis, I think, essential that Englishmen should be employed, for T do not think 
that, in the peculiar circumstances of the ease, subjects of any other Power are suitable 
for these tasks I believe question of Englishmen, as suggested, might conceivably 
enable the Governor-General to restore order in his province. 

If this last expedient fails, it will be time to consider what other measures are 
necessitated by the exigencies of the situation, 





(55260) No, 427. 
Treasury to Foreign Office. — (Received December 27.) 


Treasury Chambers, December 24, 1912, 
I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Sir 

s Mallet’s letter of the 6th. instant respecting the cost of the agencies and 

ular establishments under His Majesty's consulate-general at Bushire; and, in 
reply, Tam to request you to inform Secretary Sir E, Grey that they concur in his 
proposed expression of agreement with the Marquess of Crewe that the orders issued 
by the Government of India with a view to realiso the economies effected as a conse- 
quence of Mr, Wood's enquiry should be confirmed. 


Tam, &. 
‘. L. HEATH, 





(55261) No, 428. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 656.) 


(Telegraphic) Teiran, Decomber 27, 1012, 

AN atrangement has been made betweon the Russian and’ Persian Goveruments 
under which Russian Bank will guarantee 30,000 tomans (say 6,000L.) a month for an 
indefinite period to the Governor-General of Kermanshah for the inaintenance of a 
nilitary force and the expenses of provincial administration. Money will be refunded 
from the next advance or from the receipts of the northorn customs, when the existing 
advances have been paid off. 

It is hoped that the Governor-General may be able, with the assistance of this 
assured monthly allowance, to restore order on the roads, where commerce is much 


Sampered at present. A restoration of seourity will be of great importance to British 
rae, 


(Repeated to Kermanshah.) 





(55292) No, 429, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
REID) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 27, 1912, 
MY telogram No. 649 of 20th December, 
Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh has refused the terms offered, saying that he, a Kajar, 
sunot accept conditions from the Bakhtiari. He adda that it would be different were 
‘wied-Dowlsh Prime Minister, because he could rely upon him to give him the 


‘orship which he demands in due course. It is reported that he is returning to 
ran 


his second allusion to Suad-ed-Dowleh (gee my telegram No. 658 of 25th December) 
from another province where Russia 


1 consul rei r . 
abe Borer wre Mosian ont! reqs suprens i notewerthy 





fuse] 
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(53280) No. 430. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Cy Foreign Office, December 27, 1912. 

* TAN directed by Seorotary Sir B, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant regarding the future of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in relation 
oi te commercial and. political position of this country in Persia and the Persian 
ice way, who represents that company, called at this department on. the 
20th instant in relation to other business, and advantage was taken of his visit to 
dbtuin more precise information respecting the points indicated in your letter, 

Tle sail nthe evidence he had recently. given before the committee now 

nto the question of oil fuel supplios for the navy, he had indicated to some 

erat the position of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company; he might supplement that 
eaittnce bylsaying that the directors of the Burmah Oil Company (which, he affirmed, 
eee iutled the Anglo-Persian Oil Company) had beon approached in Glasgow by the 
Girectors of the Shell ‘Transport Company with a view to acquiring control of the 
erecicPersian Oil Company by the purchase of a majority of tho ordinary shares. 
his, Mr, Greenway said, would be count to absorption, which would, moreover, 
be niore advantageous financially to his company than an arrangement with the Shell 
Company cither regulating tho price of oil or transferring to that company the bull of 

16 Anglo-Persian Company's output. x 
Sea vaiee Tossed Me, Greenway admitted that such an arrapgenient might 
possibly preliminary to actual absorption, but hie was understood to say that 
provision for e Tosorption would be insisted upon in any arrangement made 
Py tho Shell “ransport Company, and he added that it would therefore not be 

Y atcable. for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to undertake to give due notice to 
i 's Goyerument of an absorption. 


Tam, 


, eo. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(55079) No. 431, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


" TAM directed by Secretary Sir FE. fhe accompanying copy 
of a telegram No, 658 of the 2ith Decom! i y's Minister at Tehran, 
fospecting the desired advance of money to meet the expenses to bo incurred by. th 
Povsian authorities on account of the proposed punitive measures against the assailants 
of Captain Rekford, Fs ee : 

1 to request that Sir E. Grey may be furnished with an early expression of the 
Marquess of Crowe's views on the subject. 
Tam, &. 
TOUIS MALLET. 





(55398) No, 432. 


Lieutenant-Cotonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edieard Grey —(Received December 28.) 


in, a Bushire, November 30, 1912, 
TIAVE the honour to refer to previous correspondence on the subject of the 
payment of compensation for British losses on the caravan routes in Southern Persia, 
tuiing with Foreign Office despatch No. 1 of the 24th August, 1011. 

Since that date tho assurance authorised in the last paragraph of the above-quoted 
despatch has been conveyed to, several important British firms who have pressed mo 
rogurding the early payment of their claims on the Persian Government. 

‘Of lato and especially since the Bakhtiari road has been the scene of heavy 


* No, 418. 
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robberies of merchandise, British firms have become much more pressing in their 
‘appeals for an early payment of their past claims, and there are symptoms of genuine 
‘uneasiness at the indefinite postponement of the settlement, for, while ournationals see 
thoir list of losses from robberies swollen from year to year by the addition of fresh 
claims, they are cheered by no prospect of any improvement in the situation, and at the 
same time insurance companies are becoming more and more difficult in their terms. 
Yet from recent correspondence which has now reached me in print, I gather that 
the treasurer-general, when bringing forward proposals for a loan of 5,000,000. 
to £0,000,000, expressed a desire to sec the settlement of British (and other) claims 
postponed still later. ‘Thus, in his despatch No, 177 of the 3lst August, 1912, Sin W, 
Townley writes: “He (M. Mornard) expressed a hope that it might be found possible 
to postpone the settlement of the claims bill until the country had had time to 
recuperate and reap some benefit from the capital that could be invested, ifa loan were 
made on a reproductive scheme.” 
Ina recent: despatch (No, 196, dated the 13th September) His Majesty's Minister, 
in forwarding a new financial statement drawa up by the treasurer- general, notes that 
pa to have Been inserted with the cbjet of 


8. 
‘These claims mated to amount to considerably more than £200,000 as far 
‘as our own subjects i ‘are concerned. 
id claims presented up to date by this consulate-encral ageregato about 
ist unpaid claims for robberies on the Ahwaz-Ispahan road, dealt with by 
His Majesty’ J-general at Tspalian amount, Tunderstand, to not leas than £10,000, 
considered to lie dirco! 1 tle Persian Government, chiefly thoso in 
connection with the Bunder Abbas-Kerman road, presented by His Majesty's consul 
fat Bunder Abbas, amount to about £0,000. ‘The above take no count of very heavy 
's in connection with the Bushire-Shiraz and Shiraz-Ispahan road, presented by 
Majesty's consul, Shiraz, 
My object in troubling you, Sir, with this despatch is to apprise you of the constant 
appeals made to us locally’ by British finns for prompt repayment of their claims and 
the urgency which the matter has now assumed, T attach a copy of tho last, 
© wuin point. Were it to happen that their claims did not after all receive 
Ssottlement in connection with the first large loan to Persia, all British firms trading in 
Southern Persia would inevitably take serious alarm, and T believe that nota few of 
them would feel forced to retire from the field ; while the position of British consular 
officers visai-vis their local agents would become one of great difficulty and 
embarrassment. 
Thave, &, 
P. Z, COX, Lientonant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf and His Majesty's Coneul- 
General for Fars, &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 432. 
Messrs. Livingstone, Zeytoon, and Co. to Vico-Consul Chick. 


WE have the honour to inform you that our underwriters do not soem to under: 
stand that the Persian Government is responsible for all robberies on the roads, and if 
vve could convince them of this we have no doubt that we should not have so much 
Aifficalty in getting them to insure our goods against robbery. 

Therefore we should be much obliged if you would write us a letter to the effect, 
that « claim can be made on the Persian Government for all goods that may be robbed, 
and that such claims will eventually be paid. * 

__ Itwould help us considerably if you could add that, in the event of His Majesty's 
Government making a loan to the Persian Govornment, one of the conditions would bo 
that all British claims be paid out of such loan, which, we presume, would be tho case. 

‘Thanking you in anticipation. 


Bushire, December 28, 1912, 
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[55399] No. 433. : , 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 12, Confidential.) 


i Bushire, November 30, 1912. 
ir, 


er, I have the 
No. 5 dated the 18th September, I have 
‘ications which I have since addressed to the 
ter, with reference to. the existing 
he Customs Administration. 


TN continuation of my despatch 
honour to forward copies of communicatic 
Government of India and to His Majesty's M Ae 
relations between the Governor of the Gulf Ports anc 


Thave COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 


the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, d 


Enclosure 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


aa ean a Oe 
mation of my letter dated the 15th September, I have the honour 

Pera aitee we intra lon ot tho Goveriment of Latinos ef epee Ii 

sinc F ference to the finances of the local governmet 

Heit St the Imperial Bank of Persia with regard to Customs receipts under the loan 

went. of 1911 ¢ Sede 

etter above quoted, I may mention tha 

: fowakkar-ed-Dowleh) again. 


Ho guite rey to eubit Xie bu 


whith might be imposed on the C 


_———— 
Enclosure 2 in No. 433. 
Livutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic) Biv clair Bushire, September 25, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 191, A 
Same dificult ring and sh 
As no revenue 

from Custom: 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 433. 
Sir W. Townley to Lieuenant-Colonel Sir P. Com. 


(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, September 29, 1912. 

REPEATED infringements of the 1911 loan contract by making payments oub 
of southern Customs receipts before sersiee of various changes on Customs has been 
settled, has formed subject of official protest by the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

Manager is under an obligation to take this action in order to protect interests 
of bondholders, ard Ihave been obliged to make repeated requests to the treasurer- 
general to observe the conditions of the loan contract scrupulously, 

Persons responsible for disbursements out, of the Customs receipts wilfully persist 
in ignoring the terms of the loan contract, and as there was a considerable shortage 
on tho last payment, under present: financial conditions it is not practicable to take into 
consideration “ other sources of revenue,’ 


Enclosure 4 in No, 433. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W, Townley. 


(Telographic.) P, Bushire, October 1, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 224, 

Thave every sympathy in principle with the position taken up by the bank; they 
must of necessity do the best they ean for the bondholders hy putting pressuro on 
the treasurergeneral ax they have no guaranteo from Hin Mafesty's Government, 
But if we support. the bank's attitude to its logical issue, without. endeavouring to go 
to the root of the evil and remedy existing defects of finance in the ports of the south, 
wo shall merely be assisting to bring about the final collapse of Persian administration 
and control in the Gulf ports, a prospect which seems to me to be withiout any advuntage 
unless of course assumption of control by ourselves is contemplated, 

‘Thero is every reason to believe that given reasonably sound finance the Customs 
receipts alone would furnish a ourplus sufficient for the service of the present loa, 
quite apart from the lind revenue, which should if possible be handled quite separately 
aud overhauled and revised simultaneously, 

Itis clear tha too deep-rooted to be ameliorated by these 
reourring recrimit ch, 
ceenaton by an ad od 
by. our insisti 
hitherto. practis 
the Persian Gov n future by a Tocal board 
including British representative here, of all expenditure, in which such a board would 
bo capable of detecting at the time unnecessary or improper items. 

sali foregoing is the upshot of a Iettor whieh aldresol to the Goverment cf 
India, your Excellency, and His Majesty's Foreign Office on the 15th September: 


Enclosure 6 in No, 433, 
3 Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
(Private.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Bushire, October 7, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 181, dated the 19th August. 
Jf your Baxcelloney eoild kindly ascortain thie folowing, it: would bo useful to 
tus here. 
Whether Customs payments in ‘Tehran to the Imperial Bank of Persia are made 
wording to the Christian year and month or according to some other calendar. Also 
ites st payment ‘and the amount of short payments up to that date, It 


will then be clear what further amounts have to be met this year by the Customs of 
Southern Persia, 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 433. 


Sir W. Townley to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(elegeaphic.) _P. Tehran, October 11, 1912. 
“YOUR private telegram the 7th October. _ . 

Mosrirba of the; Imperial Bank of Persia states that the receipts aro payable 
weekly to the bank and are remitted ea ear ‘on the 8th and 20th. Dates 
‘are all according to, the n calendar (0.8: . ke 

oT aaoude of tis ns of intrest on the Tain Joan, the British advance, 

he, 1911 sterling loan, totals 7,199. 10s, 2d. per mensem. 

aed the 1901 aeting oy torage of 800, on the tastalment of the 1911 Ioan 
(pxid?) on tho 8th instant, So far all other shortages have been made good, but the 
ike contend! that in accordance with the loan contract of 1911 all Customs receipts, 
after provision bas been made for the expenses of the Customs Administration, must b 
wid into the bank. Any relaxation of this eondition isnot consented to either by the 
Inanager oF the disectors of the bank. 

nfo Customs would faithfully abide by the terms of the contract, I ru to see 
why there shoud not be an ample surplus to meet other requirements after the service 
‘of the loans has been met. 

Thad a talk with M Mornard to-ds 
s.uthorities resulted. 


Jn I hope that satisfuction of local 


i ference i i enue collected by 
Note-—Here again no reference is made to the question of revenue coll 
the Gustoms,  Tt'ts hoped that tho reason is that the Customs have been directed to 
iake the two aecounts entirely soparate,—P. Z. Cox. 


SS 


Enclosure 7 in No, 433. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire October 27,1912. 
IN continuation of mny letter dated the 13th October, 1912, T have the honour 
foneanl for titormation a translation of a telegram which the governor, Mowakkar-ed- 
Dowleh, informs me that he has addressed to th Minister of the Interior, pressing his 
gaevince on aecount of the noupoyment of his governmental allowances (due from 
inland revenue collected by them) by the Customs Administration. ‘ 2 
A a Horst a ahosring Bis point of vow, bat he omita to mention that ia 
tho invanwhile he is lovying illegal taxes in order to keep himself to some extent in 
finds, a > ae 
nny mn sending a copy of this communication to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran. 


————————————— 


Enclosure § in No. 433. 
Mowakkar-ed-Dowleh to Minister of Interior, Tehran. 


‘Tuloxraphi Bushire, October 20, 1912. 
(rT mont of tl «and all the representations made by me 
about my: salary have ree T have made frequent requests an 
solicitations as regards the preparation of military foree for the ports, but no reply. has 
Teen aqanted at all, Wheuever, however, a report is received from the, British 
Legation or anoth pearatice of evil-doers in a certain ieee 
stringent order ‘but this. fac 
not eousidered atall-—that u 

without fores, and that force cannot be obtained without money, 

two Mas 
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ment of the Ports is not only on the point of chaos and disturbance but the brink of 
ruin and destruction, Much as I think, I do not. know the reason for the disgrace 
caused this year. The chief of any department is naturally desirous of regulating. his 
affair better than that of other departments, and the treasurer-general may wish, if 
hhe can, not to spend a single cent of the ports’ revenue for the expenses of the ports 
Dut why should the Ministry for Interior neglect so much in protecting their admitted 
rights, notwithstanding the hue and ery raised by the newspapers of Hurope and India 
in regard to the disorder in the south? Why should the Ministry for Interior agree 
that this perfect tranquillity of the ports should vanish? T do not want a single cont 
fof the Customs revenues, My prayer is as to why the salaries of the Goverament 
department and the Government employés should not be paid when the revenues. of 
the ports are recovered? Why do they cause this disgrace when the Government has, 
money here? What is the resson that the reveiiue of the ports should not. be spent 
for their necessary expenditure? When and where does the governor want to receive 
the Customs revenues that they say every day that the bank has raised objection? In 
my telegram dated 29rd Shawal (5th October), I stated that either the Customs should 
pay the 23,00 tomans on account of the revenue of the deductions and of the threo 
ports, and not interfere with the revenue, so that I myself should undertake all the 
expenses, and that they should establish such control as they wish so that not a single 
ceut should be embezzled, or that, if they wish, the revenue should remain in their 
ossssion, and they should rogularly pay the salaries of tho governinontal dopartment 
and the Government employés. I beg to solieit that you will sottle this question os 
soon as possible, 

‘The detriment of the present arrangement is so obvious as to. require no 
explanation, and the contnuanes of this sytem will lead to Jos and trouble trom any 
point of view, 


Enclosure 9 in No. 433, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Bushire, November 30, 1912. 
nuation of the correspondence ending with my despatch No. 75 dated 
the 27th October, and with reference to the telegrams which have passed between us 
during the past few days, all connected with the existing relations betwoen the 
Go. of the Gulf Ports and the Customs Administration, I ¢ the honour to 
forward, for your Exeellency’s information, copies of the more important letters to 
which the said telegrams re 
As T am sending a copy of this letter for the information of the Government, of 
India, f have ventured, in order to make thy record complete in itself, to include copies 
of out telegrams (whigh were nt repeated telegraphically to Inia), in thir chro: 
al ‘order 
T. beg to add the following: comment on the papers in order that the position may 
be fully understood, 
2] In previous communications in this connection, I have explained the fundamental 
defects of O Rinder qHiON the Governoe(ofi te: GIP POrié/ts At prin 
wed. We have the Customs, now acting as agents of the treasurer-general, 
collecting certain items of inland revenue (the easy ones) and the governor tho reat 
Out of what they collect the Customs have been supposed to pay the governor a certain 
monly allowanee tonths prymant oC hm administrative aan ees Cnt soosatly tb 
ud revenue thus collected by the Belgian Administration was kept 
a ai0l (Be Gi iete Reecus Pee LRE RT Eger STK aaee 
brought into the disputes arising between the Customs Administration and the Imperial 
Bank in connection with the service of the latter's loan, and the Customs were thus 
placed in a position to play off the governor against the bank, as T have all aloug stated 
that they were doing, and as is definitely demonstrated by the accompanying’ papers: 
Your Excellency has, @ eeeadlprialcced aaee iheal aealnty seemta Sere 
this point, that the Customs Administration have now arranged to separate altogether 
aern unt from the Customs account, so that for the future the confusion of 
the ial interests of the Governor of the Gulf Ports with those of the bank, 
‘is-d-cis the| Customs Administration, will be obviated, | What now romaing urgent is 
that an arrangement should be promoted between the Customs and the Governor of 
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the Gulf Ports by which the interests of both shall be adequately assured with duo 
regard to the larger interests of the State, I shall revert to this subject after offering 
some comment on the present conerete dispute between the governor and MM. Zwinne 
‘and Momard, with a view to putting your Excellency in possession of certain aspects 
of it. 

3. As regards M, Zwinne personally, your Exeelleney will remember that he came 
here to relieve M. Constant emergently in August last, fresh from an impasse, mainly 
of his own creation, at Minder Alas, which was only settled by compromise at a jit 
Visit of the Governor of the Gulf Ports and myself to that port for the purpose. To 
quote my own despatch on the subject, of the 18th Jul 


“M, Zwinne made use of (His Majesty's consul’) intervention to get himself out of 
ilemina, and accepted a solution of which the basis was the retention of the misbah 
mor, whereas all the time he was endeavot to encompass misbah’s 
is administration, .. . . [know M. Zwi a well- 
meaning person enough, but seems to be possessed of a cortain imi 
must inevitably lind him from time to time in awkward situations of th 
‘when his weakness of character operates in a way calculated to place a British consulate 
ina falso and undignified position, I think we are entitled to ask that it should be taken 
‘specific notice of.” 


ne has been pursuing precisely the same disingenuous Tine of conduct here, 
professing to mo to realise the urgeney of paying the governor's allowancss 
regularly, and, aking my support in getting he bank to alter thei at nade in this 
rogard, and while adopting the same tone to the local manager of the 
governor himself, he had eviden making complaints to M. Mornard 
the stopp of the pay governor's emoluments, even when 
available, and. calling forth an extraordinary telegram from the treasurer. gener 
governor, Moreover apart from other 6 nthe same direction, Thay 
ifidentially from M, Constant himself that M. Zavinne was spe 
tho present governor dismissed and the Darya Begi (now in Sh 
‘This makes M, Mornard’s tele stand. 


presented in M, Naus's memorandnm of the ard February, 1907, to Mushir-ed- 

‘leh, of which a copy is on the record of His Majesty’s Legation. On principle 

Tam naturally no more incl ‘at the dismissal of the present governor by 
hods now than Iw e of the Darya Begi two years ago. 

k to inflict th jinous papers upon your 

.ct could merely be regarded as an 

isolated instance of a squabble between and the Customs Administration, or 

‘lapse on the part of tisfuctory Belgian official, But it is more than that, Tt 

is anothor instance of the inflated ideas with which M, Mornard seems to have embarked 


upon the fictions of his new appointment, and, far as the Gulf sphere ix concorned, 


ns to in pt to insert the thin end of the wedge, and constitute 
customs, the arbiter of the administrative destinies and 
appointment If sphere, with sole regard to the degree of complacency to be 
expected from his nominees in the furtherance of his ambitious policy. I submit. that 
the realisition on his part of these ambitions is incompatible with our predominant 
interests and position in the Gulf ports, especially in view of our lien upon the income 
derived thorefrom. 
5, As to the reality of the grounds of complaint which the Customs claim to have 
1 general against the governor, as opposed to his claims for the regular payment of 
allowances, I am not at present in possession of details or in a position to 
M, Constant has promised to take an early opportunity of confiding the 
tis frankly discussed with the governor, his Excellency will certainly get no 
support fiym me in maintaining an unreasonable attitude in regard to any of thems 
but. quostiins of fundamental importance and principle are involved, and until the 
into by an authoritative committee assembled ad five, and an equitable 
modus vicendi found by which the legitimate interests of the governor as the official 
who is executively responsible for peace and order in the Gulf ports, and those of the 
treasurer-general, who is responsible to the Central Government for the economic 


817 


management of theit finances, are alike safeguarded, I see no likelihood of any finality: 
eing reached to these now chronic differences of opinion, 
‘am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Foreign Office, 
Thave, &, 
P, Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Pars, de, 


Enclosure 10 in No. 433. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. , Bushire, November 23, 1912, 
T BEG that your Excellency will take note of the following, but without taking 
action thereon pending further action : 


There ia specific evidence indicating that the treasurergeneral, the Muin, and the 
Darya Bogi are severally intriguing, possibly in collusion, to render the position of the 
Governor of the Gulf Ports untenable, with a view, it is believed, to obtaining his 
replacement by the Darya Bagi It is posible though this is only conjecture) that 
they have the mpport of tho Mists ct Tnterton, 

As regards the candidature of the Darya Begi, I beg reference to my telegram 
No. 172, dated the 16th July, in reference to this question, 


Enclosure 11 in No. 433, 


M, Mornard (Treasurer-Gencral) to Governor of the Gulf Ports. 


(Translation.) 
(Telegraphic) , November 10, 1912, 
Tis now some time that the Customs Department at Bushire has represented (0 
the Treasury your open opposition and want of ussistance towards the formation of a 
regular Financial Departament in the southern parts, ‘The cause of this your Lxeollency’s 
obstruction, as you have frequently stated, is that the Government authorities have nob 
as yet paid you! 7,000 tomans on account of your outstanding dues from the beginning, 
of Hamad to the month of Saratan. If you have considered this inatter as the only 
for ereating difficulties and your opposition to the Financial Department, Iain 
entitled to say that you are not justified in this connection, because the finance of those 
parts was under your control during the whole year of 'Tangooill, and it is obvious 
that a governor, who himself undertakes the collection of revenues, will deduct his own 


18 to, 

Hcials at 
Bushire; but you now behave like a rebel (“mutamarrid”), I consider that: the 
Government authorities would have done no injustice if they paid noattontion whatever 
to your Excelleney’s claims and rights in future, Briefly the result of these unfortunate 
measures will be the cause of disturbance and chaos, the responsibility for which will fall 
solely on you personally. 


(Copy Zwvinne, director of customs.) 


Enclosure 12 in No. 433. 


Mowakkar-ed-Dowleh (Governor of the Gulf Porta) to M. Zavinne (Provincial 

: Director of Oustoma, Bushire). 

(Translation, November 10, 1912, 
THE treasurer-goneral has sent me a telegram in pursuance of a complaint of 

Yours, and the telegraph office has furnished you with a copy thereof, I would enquire 


* This statement is contested by the goveroor, and. isnot ia accordance, with ascertained. or 
sscertsimble facia, It appears that AL Mornad las wtatione the wring yese by stake 
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you as to when and where you asked me, either verbally or by writing, for any 
Soiauae your arrival at Bushire which T have failed to accord. When you have, 
Toon to se0 me on several cesasions you have expressed personal regret at the want of 
assistance on the part of the ‘Treasury and the straits caused to the aaa 
Department this year, and you stated that you had gent the necessary telegrams 
rejqards the dues ‘of the Government Department and of the local employés, aae 
‘ufangehis and sowars, and that you hoped for a favourable answer. At any rate, it is 
necessary that you should weite an explanation concerning these complaints of yours, 
that I may know what they are, 


Enolosure 13 in No. 433. 
M. Ziwinne to Governor of the Gulf Ports. 


i Nocember 19, 1912. 
(Translation, _ Nove , 
Cer OUME letter dated the 19Uh Akrab (loth, November), in whieh you bad asked 
me for explanations in regard to the telegram from the treasurer-general, has 
reached me. 4 mite 

Tt appears from the purport of the said telegram that the treasurer-general 
cayenne against want Crttieesan your Excellency’s part in, the organisation of 
4 rogular iuancial Dopartment, inthe southor, ports. In view of the frequent 
interviews and conversations which I have hind with your Excellency since my arrive 
at Bush, i way always my endeavour to explain to the treasurer general that, a8 
long as we do not pay your fixed emoluments, together with the stipends of the 
Government staff, we caniiot expect any assistance whatever from you; and I am al 


to say that my measures and insistence carried much weight in the recovery of the 
5,50 tonans—your emoluments forthe frst five months of the year. || 

When it Dreame necessary for me lately to ask for instrdctions from Tehran to 
Took into your, Kaclleney's decounts from the beginning of Tangoozill up tothe 
nd off Asad Sichkan-ill (22nd March, 1911, to 23rd August, 1912), which showed a 


765°25 ed ii y telegr he Central 
Iwulanice (due to you) of 70,765°25 krans, I stated in iny telegram to tl 
Treas ey eient ne tiu alloniototeeveouer anal te (payment of governmental 
expenditure had beon carried on up to that moment without any proper eoutrol, ani 
that this fact had given rise to complications and alaerspeiiss and was contrary to 
all the arrangemonts of the treanurer general, avho) had ordered that all the 
stipulated and regular incomes sould to paid into the financial purse, and that 
oxponses of any nature should be paid out of the financial purse through the financial 
offi 


expe i 0 
(as is done at Bunder Abbas and Lingali, which 


robable that the points described above constituted the reasons for 
M, Morintl's talogeain, Bafors leaving Bushire T eovsider itmy duty to expres 
my sineare gratitude for the fimmness which you evineed and the measures which 
you tonk in tho very eritial and difficult juncture at Binder Abbaa; and I hope that 
your Bxerlouew's shmpathy au patsotn wil be enlisted, and that you wll co-operate 
reformation and F the financial aflairs of the provinces, so that t 
cellent objects. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 433. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to M. Zivinne (Provincial Director of Customs, Bushire). 


to.) Bushire, November 20, 1912. 

INCE my retura I have received from the governor for my information @ 
copy at telogram sont to him by M, Mornard, dated. the 29th Zilkaadah (08h 
November), As I, find it stated on the fice of the message, “Copy, Zwinne, 
director of customs,” you have, no doubt, received a duplicate of it. 
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Speaking quite informally I may tell you that the tenour of itis a souree of a good 
deal of surprise to me personally, for so far as yourself (and your pordecessor) are 
concerned the delay which has ogeurred in the payment of allowances claimed by. the 
vernor has always been stated to me to have been due merely to the objections of 
the Imperial Bank, and I have always understood from the governor that that. was 
what you also told him; but it would appear from this telegram that there have beon 
other reasons. As the telegram purports to be based on reports by yourself, and as you 
aro just about to leave Bushire, could you bp so kind as to send me a line to tell me 
brielly what precisely are the grounds of complaint which the governor has given you. 
Yonik Van sures realise thet the personality, demeanour, and administration of 
the Governor of the Gulf Portsis a matter which affects British interests considerably, 
and with which T am therefore obliged to concern inyself, and as. you aro s0 soon to 
Jeave I venture to make this request and to hope that you will soe oir way to comply. 


Lam pretty sure to receive enquiries from my legation, and should be glad to know 
your point of view. 


Enclosure 15 in No, 433, 
AL. Zavinne to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(Confidenticlle.) Buchire, lo 25 novombre, 1912, 

AT bien regu votre lettre du 20 novembre courant, relative la communieation 
que vous a faite le gouvemeur, d'un télégramme qui lui a été ndressé par M. le 
‘trésorier général, M. Mornard, ila date du 20 zigadch dernier, 

A la réception de votre lettre, jai cru devoir communiquer 4 M, Mornard votre 
Asie dobtoni des nenso}gnemonts a mujet des raisons qui ont, motivé ie teldgeamme on 
question, J'ai regu hier la réponse de M. Mornard, qui me prie de vous ddslarer. quill 
regrette de no pas connaitre suflsamment lutiité du Gouverneur gondeal aa point de 
yue des intéréts britanniques et qu'il regrette aussi que le Gouvernuue général so provaut 
de votre appui pour adopter a Végard des intérdts du Gouvernement, e'esteacdive do la 

Gsorerie, une attitude aussi indépendante et aussi nuisible, I] mo prio d'exprimer son 
veou de voir l'accord s 6tablir entre l’Administration des Finances et vous pour obtenir un 
peu dlargent et un peu de sécurité dans la région du sud. Tl m’a chargé’ aussi de. vous 
Tenouveler assurance que les fonctionnaires belyes ie sont pas an nglais, contrairement 
8 Vopinion ancienne qui est encore en cours aujourdiui, nonobstant des prouves 
multiples contraires, 

lo d'ajouter; cher Sir Perey, qu'en ce qui mo eoneerne personnel 
jamais eu en vue, pendant ma gestion dans le sud, que de oonelliex les intdrbte 
ques avee coux du Trésor eb je puis vous donner Passurance que telle sera toujours 
ma ligne de conduite. 

Mon sucsesseur, M; Constant, vous donnera, an sujet des rapports au Gouverneur 
finGral ot du service des finances, tous renseignements néeessaires quill serait trop 

de détailler ici, et il sentendra avec vous pour réaliser le yoou de M. le trésorier 

ral, qui est d'obtenir votro concours pour arriver dune organisation sérieuso do eo 
ice dans le sud. 
Veuillez, &e, 
MNWINNE, 
a 
Enclosure 16 in No, 433, 


Promicr, Tehran, to Governor of the Gulf Ports, 
(Translation,) 
(Telegraphic.) Teliran, November 26, 1912, 

ACCORDING to representations made by the treasurer-general, who has gent 
hie 8 copy of a telegram from tho director of the Customs and the finangial’ offens 
at Bushire, the director is complaining against want of assistance from the (local) 
overnment for disallowing the Kalantari, the imprisonment of the manager of 

tcheries, the deposition of the collector at Minab, and of the eollector who 
Tecovered 8,000 tomans out of last year's revenue of Mina, 

Though, in view of your straightforwardness and acquaintance with the rules, 
WCauuot be considered. that. these complaints and your Excelloney's measures arg 
Unrcasonable and inadvisable, but you will of course, havo to semen the complaints 
‘of the Customs director, and afford him the utmost assistance in. the recovery and 
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sayment of the revenue, 60 that the affairs of those frontiers should be regulated 
PPinity,. He (director) states in his telegram : “Should the monthly, emo Ameure 
due foo September and Ostober be paid or not, in consequence of this attitads of 
tie Moverhor!” Tt. appears that. the emoluments outstanding ‘up to Mian 
(otoor and Outabn Have een De ee tp pou on acsunt of the 
ason for his complints, and as to what is d you 
the reason or the governmental department, and of the garrison, eo that reply 
should bo written to the treasurer-general. 


ee 
Enelosure 17 in No. 433. 


Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Touonley. 
a ae Bushire, November 27, 1912. 
(Hele following for your Exeelleney's information :— . 
med governor and myself that their 
fhe attitude of the bank, and 
fy been gt with governor, and 
ndi with Int, realising that the stoppage of 
der to obtain funds. 
Taht’s absence, governor showed me @ 
srsian wire direct from the treasurer- 
nd in governor's opinion 
to undermine his autho- 
J forth by the complaints 
jarrid” to the governor's 
of the Bushire ; ° governor 


attitude, and oxprossed the opini igs were 
ignored. Having heard nothing fi isa 


Se Te gale ores ‘unoflicially, if he could very 
Ceara ie to inform mo oF he presse grounds of his complaint to that Tight 


i Zs conveying a friendly but 
Te Ta aten fon of his own action, nor did 
request : ’ 
the Promier quoting 
Lines then, however, governor has ree , n fom ir 
pmvpurt of Zvinnes telegram of complaint, insluding the following passige 
“+ eonsequence of the attitude of the governor, should his monthly emoluments, 
duo from Mizatn, be paid” 


inrelovant message 


1 i, revenue matt 
informed to take 


ae ence Tit dsat the aamo time prejudicial to. our interests that the Customs 
i the above; aiid ib is at the ‘ : 


i it i he bank in order to effect their 
suid be in. a position to exploit the attitude of the vere t 
See ‘against any governor who may not happen to see eye to eye with them. 


SSS 
Enclosure 18 in No. 433. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(Petogeaphic.) P Bushire, Novenber 27, 1912. 

elographio)P- : 

SLIBASE sce my telegram No, 275. ee eas 

Fee ee ny statioually incapable of playing straight, and this is only another 

example of his duplicity. | Rea i aac eng 
orld that the Imperial Bank of Persia told. me, confidentially, 

ee a tn he op kl a ype mal 


instalments to the governor. 


921 
Enclosure 19 in No. 433, 
Sir W. Townley to Licwtenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, November 28, 1912, 
WHEN your telegram No, 275 reached me, the treasurer-general happened to be 
with me. He-seans to have guessed the contents, as he began forthwith to make 
ex pianatioes in the matter. He says that Zwinne should not be blanied, as he was 
obliged to adopt a suspicious non-committal attitude in regard to your enquiries as the 
telegram to the governor, which has purposely not been communicated to him, was notin 
his posses in the opinion of the treasurer-general, Zwinne did his duty in reporting 
the governor’s conduct, and says that his object was to explain to the latter that he 
‘was not, justified in claiming from the administration for arrears of pay when the 
arrears in question relate to a period before the collection of revenue was taken over 

y the Customs, The treasurer-general concurs that it is desirable that an arrangement 
respecting the financing of the governor, and his position in regard to the Customs 
acting as collectors of revenue should be made, 


Buclosure 20 in No. 433, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to M. Zwinne, 


(Private,) Bushive, Novomber 2%, 1912, 

I HAVE duly received your letter of the 25th November, and am obliged for 
M. Mornard’s frieiidly message, But speaking in all courtesy, I do not quite see ite 
connection with my request to you, kindly to let me know, a8 you are on the point of 
leaving what precisely were your grounds of complaint agaitit, the governor which 
had called forth such a telegram from the treasurer-general, On this point your letter 
gives meno informatior 
~ have now derived it, however, from a telegram from the Premier to the governor, 
in which he quotes the purport of your complaint, including the passage— 

“Should the (governor's) monthly emoluments due from Mizam be paid or not in 
consequence of the attitude of the governor?” 

‘The position, therefore, as far as you are concerned is now clear tome, T should 
have been glad to have understood it before, I thought it was the attitude of tho 
hauk to which the suspension of the governor's emoluments was due, 


Jogure 21 in No, 433, 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox. to Sir W. Townley, 

(Telegraphic.) Bushire, November 30, 1912, 

REFERENCE my telegram No, 275 

Kindly correct following typats oror 

For words “nor did he reply ” substitute “nor did his reply. 

2. Please note that telegram from treasurer-general to governor was specifically, 
addressed, “Governor, copy Zivinne, director of customs” and was duly received by 
latter, This fict has never’ been in dispute or doubt here, and has been verified, 


3. ‘The ouly suspension of emoluments to which I referred was tho non-payment of 


i 
monthly emoluments for the past three months, I have no eoucern or knowledge of any 
‘other sums for past years. 


Enclosure 22 in No, 


Fiewtonant-Colomel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic) P. 
Many thanks for your telegram No, 277 to which my telegram No, 279 also refers 
In view of the fact that it is now agreed by the treasurer-general that an 


Bushire, November 30, 1912. 


(1591) al 
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adjustment of the position of the Governor of the Gulf Ports visi-ris the Belgian 
Jovenue administratfon is necessary, is not the time now ripe for constructive regulation 
of the question, with a view to preventing the recurrence of this impasse ? 


SS SS 
Enclosure 23 in No. 433. 


Mowakkar-ed-Dowleh (Governor of the Gulf Ports) to Minister for Interior, Teliran. 


‘ranslation.) 
(olegraphic November 29, 1912, 
MORNARD wired a telegram to me under the signature of treasurer-general, 
Tt was received on the 29th Zilkhadeh (LOth November). Your Excellency may order 
that a copy of it should bo taken from the telegraph office and submitted to you. T 
asked the (Joeal) customs director officially for explanations. He came in person 
‘and strongly denied having made the complaint, saying that M. Mornard must have 
made a mistake, and undertaking to bring’ from a telegram of apology instead. Ten 
Gays having elapsed and no telegram having been received I earnestly demand 
oxplanations: He has thereupon written a reply to the effect that he hasnot only made 
no complaint bit that, he has persistently asked for perasion to pay my elaine and 
Cmoluments, Tn. conclusion, he has expressed his gratitude for the assistance I had 
rendered him at Bunder Abbas in the early part of this year. 
‘On the 17th instant a telegram No, 578, dated the 14th Zilhijab (24th November) 
‘was received by me from his Highness the which his Highness has deseril 
Ye complaints of the customs director in accordance with the representations of the 
troasurersgeneral, T gave a satisfactory reply immediately. T beg of your Exeelleney 
to carefully poruso the question and answer, _ Tt would appear that these complaints of 
the customs ditootor must have been made after (the receipt) of the telegram to me by: 
M. Mornard. In any case, T beg that after considering the treasurer: general's telegram 
be good enough to order the same to be translated into French, so that 
nich adviser to the Ministry for Interior should see it and give his opinion as to 
‘according to what rule and for what justification has M. Mornard sent such an accusatory 
and prestimpiuous telegram to me with whom he ha licial or unofficial connection. 
If this country posses ‘onstitution, and if the Government is a constitutional one, on 
what ground does a Beliian ti such nn en clair telegram which bas passed 
Through several telogeaph offices, to the representative of the Government in this 
mportant frontier ¢ 
Ilis action is an insult not to me alone, but to the constitution ‘and to the Cabinet, 
ty of this irregular proceeding on the strength of the unfounded: 
complaints of a person like M, Zavinne without enqn from or referring to the 
Minkitry under whose orders 1 ain, M, Zwinuwe is tho same person who surrendered 
tho customs to the ‘Tangistanis mischiet-mal )) owing to his 
incompetence and misbehaviour which caused the Government a loss of over 
100,010 tomans, and resulted in the landing of British naval forces. The British 
authorities continue to demand the losses incurred by theit subjects on that occasion. 
Z ilso took place at Mohammerah last year owing to his misbehaviour, 
‘und hnded his recall, He also eaused a general suspension (of 
usin fi has in the eatly part of this year when all 
fected concifitio 


the assistance rend 
department was 
by the Persian em 
Belgians, 
the financial agent. It is obvious, how 
to one whom Mr, Shuster has thanke 

‘As to what he writes that last year's revenues were under my control this is also a 
‘calumny because they were received directly and indirectly by the Financial Department 
whatever they were. As to that ridiculous word “rebel” attributed to me by him, 96 
it js firstly, a more lie, and as itis, secondly, beyond M. Mornard’s right and status, to 
address me in such a language, T neatly solicit that your Excellency should protest 
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against this bold language, and this telegram in the strongest possible terms with a view 
{0 upholding the dignity of the Ministry for Interior. 

‘As regards M, Mornard's assertion that my measures will eause disturbance and. 
chaos; according to public testimony, and he reports of consuls to their Govern 
ment all what 1 have done during the last twenty months since I came to the ports 
has been conducive to maintain order, to ensure ease to the public and to attract 

jeneral approbation. ‘The only thing which caused disturbance during the last few 
lays was the circumstance that several copies of this valuable and. historical 
coinposition of the treasurer-general have been distributed by M. Zivinne at different 
places in the jurisdiction of the Government of the ports and Dashti and Dashtistan, 80 
That it may be kuowa to all that it is only they who possess, absolute power and control 
in Persia. It is not a matter for astonishment if the mischiefmakers, control and close 
the highway of the earavan when they see that M, Momard has called mo a rebel, and 
has then stated as if he was the representative of the Government, that the Govern- 
ment authorities would have done no injustice if they paid no attention whatever to my 
outstanding claims and fixed emoluments, Had it not been for my humble measures 
Guring the last few days, God knows that the evil results of this telegram which has 
deen sent everywhere would have appeared in such a manner as all would have forgotten 
the happenings of the year 1927 which were brought about by M. Zyvinne, 

T now solicit a just and equitable judgment from the Cabinet in this question 80 
that the evil result of that telegram may be checked, and that M, Mornard should know 
that Persia possesses manly feelings, and has not yet died by God's grace, 








(65414) No. 434, 
India Ofice to Foreign Osfice.—(Reccived December 28.) 


in India Office, Decomber 27, 1912. 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th instant regarding the attack on a detachment of the 29th Central 
Tndia Horse near Shi in reply to say that he concurs generally in the views 
expressed by His Mujesty's Minister, Tehran, in paragraph 4 of bis telogram No. 640 of 
the 15th _ He would accept tho reparation offered by the Persian Government 
as explained by Sir W. ‘Townley in paragraph 9 of the same telegram, and with reference 
to Sir W. Townley’s later telegram, No, 644 of the 18th December, would instruct him 
to repeat to the Persian Government his warning as to the result of failure on their 
part to seoure reparation, He might also be asked to suggest a definite time limit 
within which they would be expected to make good their promise, bearing in mind the 
necessity for securing suitable climatic conditions for an expeditionary force, should one 
have to be sent from India, Any such force would necessarily be a large ono, and its 
employment would be attended by all the disadvantages pointed out in this Oflice 
lotter of the 16th October, 1911. Tam also to say that no measures that either the 
Persian or His Majesty's Government can take can possibly be permanently effective 
unless the arms trade at Muscat (from which the tribesmen obtain their ammunition) is 
stopped in the near future, and T am to urge that the strongest possible pressure 
should be auplied to the French Govornment for that purpose, The consent, of both 
Houses of Parliament. will be necessary before any part of the cost of military 
‘operations in Persia can be charged to the revenues ol Thdia, and Lord Greve will ee! 
it impossible to ask for such consent unless he is assured and can assure Parliament 
that the expenditure will not be rendered futile by the French encouragement of this 
nefarious traffic, 

With regard to the suggestion made in your letter of the 13th instant that the 
proposed Bakhtiari expedition might be under British officers, Lam to enclose copy of a 
telegram from the Government of India whose opinion Lord Crewo shares. His 
Londshij 1g their views on the whole situation, and will address Sir E. Groy 

are received 
Tam, ke, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 





zd 
Enclosure in No. 434. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) Ps December 20, 191: 
PLBASG refer to your telegram of the 14th instant regarding Shiraz, ‘The opinion 
by Cox on the proposal for an expedition of Bakhtiaris (see his telegram of the 
Toth to-Tehran whieh presumably was repeated to His Majesty's Government) has our 
entire support. If proposal wero effective, which it almost cértainly would not be, a 
state of intertribal war would result, with new complications of the situation whereby 
the restoration of peace and order, difficult enough already, would be made still more 
0, und the state of affairs in Southern Persia would be changed for the worse. Tn any 
case there are great objections to British officers being involved in a war between tribes, 
Objections no less great if they are on the vietorious tribe's side than if they are with 
the losers, Whether their side won or lost, the rabble would not obey them, and 
whereas, if their side won they would be connected with barbarous conduct, if it lost, it, 
thom to their fate, OF course we ean raise no objection to employment of 
for endeavour to punish the guilty tribes if the Persian Government selects 
them for the purposo. But their complete failure is to be expected : we must be ready 
for it, and for taking action ourselves so soon us we have detailed information about the 
guiliy parties and the conditions of climate permit. ‘Till then we prefer not to give an 
Opinion as tho nature of the wetion which is required of us. 





(65476) No, 435. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received December 28.) 


HH ) Tehran, December 28, 1912. 
Y telegram No, 658 of 25th December. 
Wollowing from consular officer at Tabriz, 27th December -— 


“My fimmediately preceding telegn 
“have received a lettor signed by three leading ecclesiastics here, informing mo 
of tho substanco of telegram to Tehran, copy of which they state was sent to you, and. 
fldding that if the present Ministors, instead of resigning, are merely exchanged as 
rogarils offices, they ywill refuse to recogniso them. 
natories carmot be regarded as representing public opinion of Tabriz, as most 
of the population are unaware of the naturo of the meeting at the governor's house. 


“ Confidontial) 

“'T Tearn that the meeting was attended by Basir-es-Sultanch, who mediated 
Detween the Goyernor-Coneral and Shuja, ‘This indicates Russian inspiration, as the 
individual montioned acts solely under orders from the Russian consulate-goneral. I 

however, unable to say whether he was inspired by my Russian colleague or 
indepondently by his dragoman. 


I have rece 

Bakhtiari, tho pre 

Saud is the panacea for all evils 

fof importance. Were it not for th 

Dowleh and tho Russian consul, Si 
Ala-es-Sultane sterday, 

represent that it made the task of form 

was a sign 


Governments, but Lreminded his Eminence that there would be no money withont the 
railway concession 

‘On receiving an assurance that Vossuk and Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek had promised to 
join the Cabinet, I said that these three men were all valuable members, but that I 
hoped that Motamed-ul-Mulk or his brother, Mushir-ed-Dovleh, would also join, because 
they commanded the confidence of an important section of the people. 1 added that, 
‘vith stich clemonts in. the Cabinet and a sound constructive programme, it would be 
possible to make some progress, and that very likely loan specially ear-marked for 
distinctive inight be obtained, 





(65480) No. 495°, 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 29) 

(No. 659. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic. P. 
SAAD-ED-DOWLEM'S intrigues. 


Tam told in the strictest confide Shwe js 
has i tal in the strictest confidence by my Rusan eallagguo that Afnod-Dowloh 


Tehran, December 29, 1912, 


receive chod in authoritative language from Sand tell 
to Join tho Cabinet which is now in comsp ot formation, and CR nee 
sala conesesions, and urging him to wait nil he becomes Roget, Pelion Aunade 
Porch can be Prime Minisier. Sad adds that ho will nover give the concessions 


to my Russian collea i ; ‘ 
gather that M, Poklewaky ip not reporting the nalen hee Geo oan aimee 


to keap tho information steely confidential eS ga ae cane 
ee are various obvious lessons to. be deri i 

end nts, 28 Yaron 0 lerived from tho situation, ; 

edeavouring hy singe, to proven anew Cabinet being farmed. Ho pronieel 

that the concesions would be granted, shereore ho is Ising either to aa or 


assurance to the latter’ th iene 
Proves that the hostility to the same is aay earn Gee OC 





fiesi} AG 





[55490] No} 436. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 29.) 
(No. 660.) 
(elegraphic.) R. Tehran, December 29, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 735 of 24th December : Attack on Lieutenant Bullock. 
I think that 5002, would be an adequate sum. Do you approve? 





155609) No. 437. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 30.) 
(No. 263.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 18, 1912. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 259 of the 16th instant upon the subject of 
the attack on a British shooting party near Khaneh Zinian on the Shiraz—Bushire road, 
which unfortunately resulted in the He of Captain Eckford, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of further correspondence. 

Late last night I received the note from the Persian Government, of which a 
translation is enclosed, together with a summary in English, copy also enclosed, of 
a telegraphic conversation which had taken place between the Governor-General of 
Fars and the Minister of Foreign Affuirs ral of the Interior. Tt will be seen from 
the translation of the note that it contains nothing more than a summary of the 
CeleemeatD conversation which relates to the steps which are to be taken to endeavour 
to obtain reparation for the outrage. The proposed measures are very thorough, and 
would have every chance of success, but for the fact that the season is most 
unfavourable for military movements in the mountains, and for the even more serious 
fact that it is extremely doubtful if the loyal co-operation of the parties whose 
assistance has been invoked can be relied upon. It is, I think, greatly to Mukhber-es- 
Sultaneh’s credit that he should have lost no time in preparing a punitive expedition, 
and in urging the Central Government to move the Bakhtaris to come to his assistance 
by operating against the suspected tribe from the side of Behbehan. His Bx Neney 
would appear to me over sangnine in hazarding a belief that he can obtain reparation for 
the last outrage, as also for the attack on Mr. Smart nearly a year ago, within one 
month, TI am very sceptical as to the capability of the Persian authorities to punish 
the Builty parties within any period of time, and certainly not under from three to four 
months, 

Since Mukhber-es-Sultaneh shows such a praiseworthy determination to obtain 
reparation, it would appear to me but fair to give him a chance to do so within a 
reusonable spice of time— four months. Should his Excellency succeed, it will be 
known that the punitive mesures were taken to satisfy British requirements, and our 
honour would be saved, whilst a successful expedition of the sort would establish 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh 2s a powerful governor, acid would go far tore-establish peace aud 
order in the province. His Majesty's consul at Shiraz is strongly in favour of givin, 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh a fair chance, In this contention Tagree with him, although T do 
not share his opinion that the recent incident has not changed the situation, or that we 
can afford to give the Governor-General time to form a force that it would take a year 
or so to make competent to assume the duties it is intended that it should perform, T 
do not think that the British good name in Southern Persian can afford to wait for an 
indefinite period for reparation for this fresh outrage, 

Tconcur with the view expressed by Sir Percy Cox in his telegram of the 
15th December to the Government of India, that the unfortunate murder of Captain 
Kekford should not be allowed to obscure our vision of the general question of the 
Solution of the trade-routes problem. What has occurred is but one more link in a long 
chain of evidence which proves the incapacity of the Persian authorities to protect the 
lives and property of foreigners, Since our trade is more interested in the district 
concerned than that of any other country, so, it would seem to me, it is our special duty, 
not only to seek reparation for the outrage perpetrated on British soldiers, but to secure 
the establishment of law and order on the fol 

Major O'Connor, in his arguments in fayour of according another chance to the 
Persian provincial authorities, calls attention to the fact that Mukhber-es-Sultanch had, 
before i angle incident occurred, elaborated a scheme for the creation of a 

1591 40 
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: sure the eficieney of such a force one 

He decent ten eda he lets it be understood that in bis 

Be ish. ‘The grave objection, in my opinion, to sch 
easith ail’ two somi-military forces at Shiraz, the one 
ee h officers. The Governor- 
re for it the most 

between, 

the 


Tshould add that th 
that the gendarmerie with 
Foreo of no eral value algo expressed an opinion that the financial ahisration of 
the province, would. ork. m0 Sisto, were the naa appt an Englatn 
Hoe a rn Delalan, since he entertains the belief that the Governor-General 2 
ea a e ete nd take the advico of a man of the former rates than 
aie la mali lex gain regret to be unable gree with Maj 
Peake aay He, a, Ea etc Shae 
Catclished. witht the approval of the British sud Russian Governments is maintained, 
{tis osential that the treasurer-general ah ul be able to cimploy his own 
irhont tins coudidence. Tam vory doubtful as to whether ‘Mukiber-x Sultans) 
ML aooept with «very good grace the interference of anyone, Persian 
rene aaeeebt uninsteavion of the. province, and when M. Tor vas propose fr the 
pin Hie texeollency declated that Ihe would sooner never proceed to Shiraz 
hin ws financial agent. i , ies 
3 ‘alled upon me this moming to ask me whether y 
eT ar ta eratstale His Majesty's Government should 
Prapt ia consequence of tho recent regrettable incident T gathered that the Persian 
Tapenmnent ave very, nervous lest His Majesty's Government may decide on taki 
area cee iadiaan Meropecaloa they, fay doubt th capacity of the Persian 
Gavetimeng tr accor Tho Minister datailid all the measures the Governor. ene 
Cay tuparing to take, as set forth above, and expressed an earnest hope, that Tis 
Majer Government would. grant a reasonable delay, in order to allow Mukhbe 
Silla to camry out his punitive scheme, in the succes of, which bis Highness 
mesa i fll iat the Persian 3 ster in London wor 
es 1 Hie added that the Persian Min don would 
be instruc 


suggestion on the 
‘ueninyy to the pr 


ued, that His Majesty's 

tion of punishment into 

within a 

that 

reasonable Timit of time, at 

Mukhber-es:SSultaneh woul 
‘and [added that T thought the 
take too precipi i h 
‘The Minister for 


ses aupvation wii 
independent British action. : Aci oe ed GCS 
WAL thats iPsuch were the feeling of the Persian Government, and if should dl 
ce nails agtion arise, ach aotion could be taken in accord with the Persian 
Goverment, it ould in my personal opinion greatly simply ee question. 
ae, dc. = 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 437 


Ala-es-Sultanch to Sir W. Townley, 
Your Excellency, December 11, 1912, 
IN continuation of my letter of the 4th instant (14th Decomber, 1912), 
regarding the regrettable incident of Captain Kelford, I have the honour +6 inform 
jour Excelleney that on the Gth instant (16th December) I and the Minister of the 
Interior had a telegraphic conversation with the Governor-General of Fars with a 
view to urging the execution of the orders which had been issued for the appre- 
hension and punishment of the culprits, ‘The Governor-General of Fars states that 
for the present 300 men of the Government riflemen of the town (Shiraz) and of 
those along the road have been sent in pursuit of the miscreants. Orders have algo 
been issued to all the Government servants of those districts, and the Governor-General 
has drawn up a comprehensive plan for raising an army and surrounding the robbers, 
which plan the British consul hos approved, From bere (Tehran) algo ungent 
telegraphic instructions have been sent to the Governors of Behbehan and Ispahan to 
dispateh cavalry and forces from both these places with a view to surrounding and 
thoroughly punishing the Landis, According to the hope expressed by the Governor. 
Gover of Fars, within « month the punishment of the culprit, both of the ineWent of 
‘mart and also of this last incident, will be effected. 
for the arrival at Shiraz of the guns and rifles which have reached Bushire, 
Captain Noren Brandel has left Shiraz to bring these up from Bushire, When his 
armaments have been thus completed the Governor-General will be able to set this 
expedition in motion, 
With these preparations, which havo been devised and which will be quick! 


effected, I have the greatest hope that full reparation for this deplorable incident: will 
be obtained, 


(Prandlation) 


1 Governor-General is 


Lavail, &. 
ALA-ES.SULTANEH, 


inclosuire 2 in No, 437. 


tion with the 


Précis of Mukhber-cs-Sullanch's Replies in Telegraphic Conver 
Ministers for Foreign Affaire and of tho Interior, Deconbor 16, 1912. 

MR. 
was practically be 
caravans pass daily to any from Bushi 
and the establish 
‘expressed the 


MART can bear testimony to the fet that on my arrival at Shiraz the town 
ged and the roads closed ; now they are open to trafic, and 
After a spell of forty days’ complete ealts, 
t of a gendarmerie post at Kazeroon, some British officers 
tention of starting on a shooting expedition ; owing to the provaili 
seourity I had no reason to offer any objection, I, however, suggested that a fore 
should accompany them, but. they Brea ay ground of ther own escort bein, 
sufficient, What happened afterwards was a pure accident due to the oflicer detaching 
himself from the main body and advancing too far; no harm came to the officer who 
h the sowars, ‘The consul and the colonel themselves do not 
nt to any lack of scounity on the road, but merely to an unfortunate 
n accident. Ihave not neglected any of my duties as Governor-General, 
and an taking the most stringent measures, but these steps can only be productive of 
a satisfactory result if carried out according to a well-concerted plan of action, This 
not yet cloably established that we have had to deal with Boir Abmedis exclusively + 
tho aso of operations must be at Kazeroon, Tai devoting all my attention to the 
immediate transport of arms and amminition lying at Bushire; T havesent instructions 
toull the local authorities, and am busy collecting riflemen that can be depended upon, 
Tamm holding a council to-day to study the situation, This is not a matter that eat: be 
rushed through. I have spoken with the consul, and he is in perfect agreement. with 
any plan of campaign, We shall require a month to collect the necessary force lieve and 
at Behbehan, and to put them in the field’ in acoordanee with w definite schene of 
operations. [hope that within that period of time adequate reparation for the Sinart 
alfair and this last accident will be forthcoming. ‘This last. incident is oue of frequent 
courrence in other parts of the world. Immediately upon receiving news of it from the 
consul, who has the telephone, T sent horsemen to pursue the brigands, I expressed 
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iting, and called the next moming to do so in person. ‘The consul 

resent state of the country it was impossible to expect that the 

nrest of forty days agoshould suddenly yield place to a new order of things wherein no 

plundering and attacks conld. take. place, In a provines in. whic, half of the 

ne, aro wild and lawless tribesmen no one ern deny that, wonders have already: 

wed, and at the present rate we sball soon reach a period of complete calm and 

tranquility, According to a report just reeeived it is now certain that the robbers were 

BoletAlmedis, and that they have gone towards Dushmanziari., One of them has lyeen 

Filed there, but T have not yet received the report of the local kalantar. bree hundred 

Jorsomen are in hot pursuit, For good reasons the, base of operations snust be 

Kacenen, Tam busily engaged in collecting an efficient force, and will dispel all 

anxioty on the part of the Government, Amir Mujahid must be warned not to have 
recourse to the Kashgais, 


Measures taken at Tehran. 


Most atringont telegraphic instructions have been given by the Government to the 
Sonar Jang anit other commanders at Ispuhan, and to the Amir Mujahid at Behbe 
to dispatch forces immediately in concert with the measures taken at 

1 eee Seltench, whose plan of operations rnust guide the movements of troo 
rola thes directions in order that a crushing blow may be infieted on the Boir Abmedis, 
Tot ihe most exemplary and signal punishment, meted out to them. ‘The Serdar Assad 
Tins also telegraphed in this sense, 


SSE 
Enclosure 3 in No. 437. 


Consit O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 

No, 205.) 
(Telographic.) Shiraz, December 17, 191: 

F'TTAWE just tnd an interview with Governor-General. He tells me he is 
xing prasad from ‘Telran to take immediate measures of some Kind against the 
robbers, “in order to allay excite in London and Calcutta. general 
situation coincides with iny own. He deplores the tra; gic dk ptain Eckford 
Syne ernatant robberies on tho Bushire road, but he points out that the general 
state of order in Fars is decidedly better than it was before he took over charge of the 
provineo, quid that oeeasional instances of robbery do not in any way alter the al 
voltied aituation as it existed say a fortnight ayo,, He strongly deprece 
forced into premature action against, the robbers. It is, of course, be says, quite easy 
{or kins to Loliget sual Porsian rabble army and to dispatch it into the bills, but as he 
very reason voints out result is a foregone conclusion, No success can possibly attend 
Wey HTheonsidered nnd unorganised efforts, and failure will leave situation worse than 

is nov, and w vktate foreign occupation. He proposes, therefore, unless 

od into unwilling action by fnsistence of his own Government, to continue 
tiens for organisation of small but competent force on Tines already: 
pechy previous telograms—that is to say, etliatment) of about 1,000 

Tmnen, whom he hopes to have armed and ready. for active operations in about 
twvo months, 

This is his general schome, and if it nt all meets with your approval T venture 
swith the greatent possible respect to urge that it may at Teast be given «trial fore 
His Majety's Government decide to resort to more atrenuous methods. 1 may not be 
Turuainged with the various axguments which can be brought forward in favour of 
Aispalching an expedition into Southern Persia, but nt the samo timo T venture, mort 
dispaehally to counsel still a little further patience, and that Governor-General should 
de eeetiebanee to earry out task which we have ourselves set him, and in which he hag 
Hee Hitherto supported aud liberally assisted by His Majesty's Government. As T 
Hr woady urged, lst incident cannot be regarded as altering fundamental previously 
testing atvation, and T trast Tay be pardoned if T venture to remind you that this 
series of outrages, commencit Wath attack on Smart last December and culminating 
rip death of Captain Kekford, ean be attributed directly to. the presence of Indian 
in Ahve ragionent is Southern Persia, ‘This is very important consideration, and should 
ene. ee borne. in mind. when reviewing the general situation. T am confident 
further consideration Il lead to conclusion that there is no immediate necessity to 
decide on an expedition with all inealeulable consequences and heavy expenses of 
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‘astep. And beyond all question it would if 
Se aaa ne nee ess Cee 
disapproves nd which would almceb ourtatnly eda in disasters eee 


to the details of the Governor-General’s scher i 
enna or me, 1 iF thi 
ater lee al Gene asain more filly. Al eens 
i ‘think roject is a sot feasi in inion i 
Sie pee eaimeers MeN rian eee 


Enclosure 4 in No. 437. 


(vo? 206) Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


elegraphic in 
(elesrphie) GENERAL'S ae Shiraz, December 17, 1012 
wep OVERNOR-GENERAL'S: port is inacowato in sevoral partoulrs, ‘As 
reported. in my telegram No. 201, only threo mounted gendarmos preceded “Major 
Kettlealls patty, ‘There was no Swed offesr and wo ariley ‘Question of ident 
of robbers still uncertain, Other souroes of information do not, bear out Governor 
Gesyert's contention that they were Boir Almedis; see my provions telegram, on th 
sabe, Number of their kill unknown but roars vary om one #6 thelyos the 
for certain, ni a 
De ome lads droped ty robber. ware eked sini cereal ra A 
gznlarmes in the fight, T have nove reosived the following: particulor rom Caplaiy 
Tuners, who has binelf been out to the ssane of action to make enguitoy He 
confirms Majo. Ket lewell’s report, but says that, in addition to the threo goudan 
tho went on alain the morning and those who afterwards came out of Buon the 
Sine Sal thero vero somo others who form the daily road. patrol foal iianeh 
vin, Thao later took up a postion on hillock on north bank of river, arena i 
at robbers, and four of the former were wounded. Samo of them apparently 
followed th robber for nome ditano, and returned in th evenings but ther wan 
ating in th valry engagement, Major Siofvort estimates 
gendarines engaged at about twenty ltogetier. Toy add that Reames c 


have behaved very well, and e i i 
Hocuonel' pei lf dia ob eovbre 07 Tel” om aan Mle 





(65654) No, 438. 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received December 30.) 


Admiralty, Decomber 28, 19 
Intel af th sth’ Nevester and. later 


4p 
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Persian Oil Company, consistently with due consideration of supplies from other available 
sources, 

3. There would, however, be great objections to the proposal that the Admiralty 
should themselves embark, or recommend the Secretary of State for India in Council to 
embark, upon a policy of finding 2,000,000. of capital for a British company operating. 
in territory which, although presumably largely subject to British influence, is 
nevertheless foreign territory. Although the proposal is that such advance sball be 
repaid it would depend upon the success. of the company both in finding its supplies 
‘and in maintaining its markets against powerful commercial rivals whether the money 
would be repaid, andthe Government would be obliged to appoint representatives to ait 
upon the board of a commercial company engaged in a business subject to much 
‘speculative risk, 

4. My Lords have more than grave doubts whether such a policy could 
be recommended to Parliament on naval grounds, and they think it will be clear to 
Sir Edward Grey that, to attach such far-reaching obligations to ordinary Admiralty 
contracts might raise immediately or in the future questions of foreign policy outside 
the provinee of the Admiralty, and possibly in certain eventualities questions of militar 
‘and naval protection in which the Indian Government would be largely conce q 
‘such a policy could be advocated from the Admiralty. point of view alone, which is not 
tho caso, there are other oil-felds in which the arguments for similar action might prove 
to be equally or even more cogent, especially if the fields were in actual British territory, 
and within a shorter open sea voyage from the United Kingdom than the route from 
tho Persian Gulf either vit the Suge Canal or the Cape 

5, Tn reply to Mr, Greenway's remarks as to the Admiralty being unwilling to 
place before the Secretary of State for India in Council a. proposal for an Indian 
subsidy to this company, to include « sub-contract for Admiralty benefit, the present 
position is that the Adiiralty are in communication with tho India Office as to whether 
there is any prospect of Persian oil being adopted by the Indian Government for railways 
‘on its merits of quality and price, and the Admiralty have not yet received « definite 

Mr, Greenway is fully aware Tndian coal will necessarily remain a 

ible competitor with oil on some of the Indian railways, and, therefore, if the 
Persian oil products cannot be adopted on their merits, either for Indian railway purposes 
or for other purposes for the benefit of the Indian consumer, the Admiralty, in inviting, 
the India Office to take up the question of subsidy, would be practically asking for a 
subsidy from India to the company indirectly for the benefit of Imperial services, 
Moreover, the company’s proposal in respect of India involves proposals for preferential 
focal troutent OF oll Inported froma to India, ‘This attitude in no way 
recludes the matter being put to the India Office by the Anglo-Persian Company on 
its merits, 

6, My Lords note that the possible political aspect of the question from the Foreign 
Oice and India Office points of view has heen the subject of @ communication from the 
Foreign Ollie to the India Olfice, 

7. In respect of negotiations between the Anglo-Persian Company and the Shell 
Company, Mr. Greenway indicated, if an agreement were ultimately unavoidable, 
contracts with the Admiralty on ordinary terms might possibly be arranged with the 
‘Anglo-Persian Company outside of any such arrangement. 

8, If that course wore followed, and if the Indian Government were also able, on 
the morits of the question, to_utilise oil fuel on certain of the Indian railways where 
there might be an advantage in the use of oil over coal, considerable support would be 
igivon to the position of the company on grounds that would not be of an exceptional 
Shorccter, If, in addition, continued diplomatic. support is given to the company in 
Teapast of tho Mesopotamian concessions in order to avoid, if possible, the bringing of 
itor fosign induendo into the Persian Gelde, my Lorde azo’of opinion that apart fous 
any politi considerations which in the judgment of Sir Edward Grey or the Secretary 
‘of State for India in Council might justify more exceptional measures, as much govern- 
mental support as present circumstances admit would be given to the preservation of the 
commercial independence of the Anglo-Persian Company. 

9, My Lords have already expressed their general regret at any extension of 
influence which may tend to a greater monopoly in the oil fuel market, by powerful 
combinations, bub ey have to consider, from the purely Admiralty point of view in each 
‘ease, whether Admiralty interests would be so jeopardised as to necessitate the considera- 
tion of the larger question of subsidising cominercial companies, a policy which they have 
Tituasto Wool @erlaciain in ollie chops/and #b thot ones fopuy would proladl 
favo tobe extended, aqdlit'm') premnae very aiiale to my te vregurd 00 oayrol-Gay 
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however important in certai ities it mi 
Hararet important in certain oventulities it might become, 
view. 


10. My 


1 t whether it is Il 
absolutely pre-eminent or exclusive position from the Aaatalty pee 
Lords are forwarding a copy of this letter to the India Office, 
Tam, &e. 
0, MURRAY, 





(55082) No. 439. 


erat Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


{Telegraphic.) i 

ph Foreign Office, De 

Sap 3 4 - n Office, December 30, 1912, 

eee No 055 of 25th Decomber: Bakhtiari demonstation, ogafast 
entirely approve proposed action, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1378.) 





(55081) No. 440, 


re em) Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


‘Tel i i 
le a HS zt diel ef Foreign Offico, Decomber 30, 1912, 
‘gt fo. 654 of 25th December: Mohammerah—Khoremabad 


ray. 
Last paragraph. agree; address Persian Government accordingly. 





{55409} No. 441, 


Aen Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


(Telegraphic.) P, 
JOUR telegram No, 659 of 20th December, 
urge the Russian Minister to inform his 
vo eins urge the Russia infor jovernment, unless there seems to 
rae of Suadeed Bohn ing #0 a8 Think it extromely desirable that hey should bo 


Foreign Office, December 30, 1912, 





(53555) No. 442, 


joi Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
ir, 


T HAVE received your despatch No. 288 of tho, Se Mer 80, 1912, 


certain proposals made by His Majesty's Mi nee apa 

ia Eris Majesty's consu-gencral at Bushir, in regard to the 
‘am consulting the Secretary of Stato for India regardi 

<onssitteg, and will addres to youa further despatch onthe saber es cou 

despatch TY SPPFOve your action as reported in the penultimate paragraph of sour 


Tam, &o, 
E. GREY, 





(53556) No, 443, 
Foreign Ofice to India Office, 


Sir, 
TAM asset hy sete etre so iereign Offiee, Decomber 30, 1912, 


copy : ¥ 
cory of « despatch, No, 289 of the 25th November, from Hie Majreye a 
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shire on 
is Majesty's consul-general at Bus 
F iches from His Majesty's consi See 
ein conn penal Ania oa re expresed By 
ubjeot of th rely agroos with, Fi 
cate ante ae Se ee com that His Majesty's consular ofcers 
nd that hi pi 
ir ability. . 
best of their ability Thar, 86 waren 


Sir W. Townley, a1 
support thom to th 





No. 444. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


See 2 
ere ee ae ere 
} i it to you, b oe 
Sir, : wary Sir Grey to rani to you, to Do aN ssore 
TAM directed by Seoret ove Tan N20 
Secretary of State for eer tho, accompanying. COP ea, cnn va ona 
Band November, feo eaty’s consulrgoneral at Bosbire espe a 
roposala of His, Majesty's as ee fe 
natin cacaneealn in agreement with Si W, Towsley ere 
rn a nbich io Marquess of Gree may desire to, 090% 08 Pp rian 
{oy oir AW ownley to discus the proposal to fo 
instruct Sir W. Tor i : 
‘Gevorumont and the troasuror-general Te cue 


(53655) 





No. 445. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.— (Received December 31.) ee 
aa is compliments to the Un 
retary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
TIE Under Seer hie, ad forwars pre for the internation of 
Sooratary of Stat Te copy of euclonures in a letter. from the Forgiga S 
A ry tr datod the 12th December, 1012, relat 
iment of India, 
Tnidia Osice, December 30, 1012 
ee 


Enclosure 1 in No. 445. 
ernment of India. 


(55840) 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Go 


in original, Minister, 
J the address of attitude 


his appreet: 

lhiraz, ae 
Riuropean ‘Telegraph De 
Hing aentouco of the 


Ri the 


No, 867. 
No, 808. 
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0-operation to be glad to take this opportunity of endorsing Mr. Smart's views, which 
Tknow to have been shared hy his predecessors, 
Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul: 
General for Pars, ce. 


————————e 
Enclosure 2 in No, 445, 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W, Townley. 
Ge. 23.) 
ir, 


Tn all the tri 
he has consistent! 
‘occurred in which the 
at by villagers or local 
fired under misappreh 
resulted in untoward 
communication 


of the Shiraz valley during the greater part of the 

ion of the troops, cither in. bodies or individually, in 

the neighbourhood of the town, would in all probability have lod to disagrecable 

incidents. "Colonel Douglas, in spito of the groat inconvenience involved, did much 

to obviato such incidents by circumscribing the movements of his officers and wen 

according to the changing exigencies of the local situation, But for his tacttal 

attitude, Fdoubt whether this year would have passed without serious incidonte in 
connection with the troops, 

Although it may savour of presumption on my part, I cannot, while on this 
Subject, refrain from oxpressing my appreciation of tho altitude of, the ollicers and 
fren generally in their relations with the native population, Owing to the good 
humour and tolerance of both officers and men, the-sentiments of ‘the townsmant sed 
villagers towards our troops have been of the friendliest unture, 


Thave, &e, 
W. A. SMART, 
——— 
inclosure 3 in No, 445, 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 24) 

Sir, Shiras, November 4, 1912, 
ON the eve of my departure from Shiraz. I should like to’ express my gratitude 
{cr the invaluable assistance consistently rendered mo, during my. two cofmene at 
prizs, by Mr. J.C. Smith, assistant superintendent of the Indo-Huropean Telogayh 
Department, and his staff in Fars. 

My predecessors and myself have often had occasion to allude to the advantages 
fecruing to this consulate from Mr. Smith's long local exporienco, the assistance 
fas always so willingly lent in dealings with tribal or village. headmen, in heloin 
te arrange for the passage of British travellers, and in keeping the consulate informed 
of developments in different parts of the province, As the disorders have increased, 
this, assistance has grown more valuable, Moreover, Mr Smith's, soelneat seo 
Frarence aye rendered his co-operation peculiarly reliable, In. the  inereasing 
diiculties of kis departmental work, occasioned by the “disorders aml eats 
Gestruction of the wires, Mr. Smith's’ ability and his skilful treatment of Lack 
qaunates greatly reduce the number of cases nocessiatting the intervention of tho 
consulate, 


(1591) 4Q 
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T would also mention Mr, Christmas, inspector of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, whose popularity among the tribesmen has often been of the greatest 
pepartine to me in arranging for the passage of British travellers and in other 
weeltors necessitating negotiation with local headmen or tribal chiefs. i 

Th my despatch No, 3 of the Sth February last I referred to the great assistance 
rendered ‘by Mr, Smith and his subordinates in the movements of troops, This 
aaa tereee Tas latterly been of great value in the march of the Ispahan squadron to 
gistance (tn arranging for tho safe passage of earavans bringing, supplies for the 


troops from Bushire, ih ees 
FF Feotnre to hope that your Excellency will be able to bring this despatch to the 


notice of the competent authorities. See 
W. A. SMART. 





[55884] No. 446. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Ofice —(Received December 31.) 
& Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Mffain cds herewith, for the information of 
Me Searsuary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 28th Decomber, 
{o12, rogarding the lighting and buoyago of the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, December 31, 1912. 


SSS 
Enclosure in No. 446. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe. 
December 28, 1912. 


ted to the letters from the Resident, Bushire, dated the 19th 

Peliran), 24th November. His view as to the 

fovernment a general recognition of our 

in the Gulf is endorsed by us, but wo 

a ‘of our present scheme, the matter should be 

Talc in abeyanco, tunless a really favourable opportunity, precluding the possibility of a 
Porsian refusal, prosents itself. 





(55857) No, 447. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 31.) 


NeR. Tehran, December 31, 1912. 


NS OO) 


rap) 

M, MORNARD incident. 

Your telegram No. 737 of 30th December. ; 

‘The matter has been satisfactorily arranged ; culprits have been punished, men 
assaulted indemnified, and a message of regret conveyed to M. Mormard from the 
amo. Minister by Sardar Ashja, who is about to proceed to Ispahan as Governor- 


hans have promised to pay sowars in future themselves, and to recover the 

money from the Government. ‘This should remove possible cause of disorder, but 

hay be more costly, a8 the Khans aro apt to see double when counting their followers, 
(Bent to St, Petersburgh.) 
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754268] No, 448, 


(No, 800.) Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie. 


(Telegraphic) at 
ODN despatch No. 525, Condon, of 1a emo Oe Oh Ne. 


Your Excellency should inform th ico gi i 
to AlwesSaltanh to form a Catiaee valent aay ae eae omar 


to Ales Salta y's delay (coe ‘Tehran tele 
of 2th December), and yon should also communicate to him substance of lst 
Pisa Repeated to St. Folersburgh, No, 1382, and Tehran, No, 740.) 





(55081) No, 449, 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Sir, 

s i Foreign Office, D 

TAM direated by Secretary Sir E, Grey to in crtian Offee, December 81, 1912, 
received from His Majesty's Minster at Tehran oun dee te ees ae 
force the Persian Government to sign the ré HAnOH money (ney. 


5 seo NO railway cor ic é 
sap ans  oy nature unona a,Ya hti e 


AVith regard to the concession for the Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, Sir 


W. Townley expresses the opiniow that there are too many queries attaching to the 


peeraC a aerate une ee it to be probable to get it signed as it 
solittetenmat eles to expect to conclude negotiations without a 
ir W. Townley suggests that the best course under the cirem 
seu arn cent ho vane aly live mi he 
Tae aearing the conditions for later negotiation, He adds that tho Perian 
yrs poee em ache te to 
. Grey concurs in Sir W, 'T , i th ised hi 
dng La SE, Holy sgt al bs ator hin ty 
Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
pe ee 


(53789) No, 450, 
Foreign Office to Mr. Bullock, 


&r, 
5 Foreig 
WITH reference to the letter from this Ofice of the trikinnen fen decid 


by the Secretary of State for Foreij i 
by the Be gm AMfairs to transmit herewith, for your 
jor, coy of depiché with i ileus, fron hin Malang Hee 
beng Ae uu aes attack on your son, Lieutenant R. S, Bullock, on the road 
‘ir W. Townley has been instructed iti t i 
Government on the lines indicated in the Ad aE 
Tam, & 3 


“LOUIS MALLET, 





